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SECTION 1 – PLAN SUMMARY 

The Open Space Recreation Plan of Berkley is the result of thinking, planning, researching and 
distilling the wishes of residents through the years.  The major value underlying the goals (section 6) is 
that preserving open space for resident recreation and for wildlife habitat enhances our community’s 
quality of life.  The converse is also true: if Berkley were to build homes and commercial sites in the 
ways that some of our neighbors have, many residents would feel a distinct decrease in the quality of 
life here.  The three major goals of the original plan written in 2002 remain the same with this 
revision: to preserve the country character of Berkley; to protect the precious resources of air, water, 
soil, and natural habitats; and to provide public access to the rivers, forests and fields. 
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SECTION 2 – INTRODUCTION 

HISTORY AND STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Many people who live in Berkley do so purposefully because of its rural or country character.  We 
define ‘country’ as a place for peace and quiet, for green and other living things, for a slower pace and 
more community connection.  It is this aspect of our Town that is being threatened by rapid unplanned 
development and urban sprawl.  We write this plan to make us more aware of the precious resources 
we may be taking for granted, and then to protect them before it is too late. 

Berkley residents have been discussing these issues for more than twenty years, and have written 
statements of warning with regards to the need to protect water and land resources.  In 2000, the 
Strategic Planning Grant Committee 1 created a survey, which reflected an overwhelming desire 
(93.4% of respondents) to ‘keep Berkley rural’.  The work of that committee led to the creation of the 
Open Space and Recreation, and the Master Plan Committees.  A small land trust group began 
speaking with landowners to urge them to consider donating their land, or having conservation 
easements placed in their deeds. The issues of open space have been discussed on our local cable 
station, at Town Meetings and within an “Open Space Matters” column in Berkley’s monthly 
newspaper (defunct 8/01).  Although individuals and a few town committees have been successful in 
saving some land the Town has not responded to the original plan.  

In 2006, the Berkley Historical Commission reclaimed the property at 70 Elm Street and with 
Selectmen permission turned this .5 acre of town property along the Taunton River into the Bridge 
Village Heritage Park (pictured on the front cover) 

PLANNING PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The Committee began meeting monthly in 1999 with the purpose of researching the Town’s inventory 
of current land uses, the natural resources, and discussing goals and values related to those findings.  
The underlying motivation was in response to the threat posed by the commuter rail’s proximity of the 
newly-built station in Lakeville, with the resulting impending threat of further development prior to 
our Town’s ability to prepare or plan.  These meetings have been open to interested citizens and 
members from other Town groups. 

Members of our committee have attended a joint Master Plan meeting with Dighton, an Open Space 
conference at Bridgewater State College, SRPEDD-sponsored lectures on town and regional planning, 
meetings with the Planning Board, the Master Plan Advisory Committee, have received advice and 
information from the Assessors Office, and has reported periodically to the Board of Selectmen.  Open 
Space & Recreation co-sponsored a Saturday morning “charette” with the Master Plan Committee in 
February 2000.  This brought two professors of planning from UMASS Amherst to work with 45 
residents on the threats and opportunities to/for Berkley, with resulting recommendations for future 
action.  The committee was successful in putting a warrant on the Town Meeting for funds to hire a 
writer from UMASS Amherst to work with the committee on writing and editing some sections for the 
plan.  The Town voted unanimously for these funds. 

                                                 
1 in conjunction with SRPEDD and UMASS Amherst (1995) 
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There were four public hearings held in Berkley in the early months of 2001.  These were actually 
neighborhood coffee hours, held in people’s homes, and advertised in the local papers with additional 
flyers placed in mailboxes.  

The attendance at these meetings varied, with a total of more than twenty energetic participants.  For a 
Town like ours where it is sometimes difficult to attain quorum at Town Meeting, we feel that those 
numbers show a committed response by busy people, and it is quality that counts. 

The issue of committed people in Town versus those who use the Town as a bedroom community only 
is one that many towns in the Commonwealth face.  Berkley residents will wrestle with the residue of 
these differences for a long time.  In the meantime, we are grateful for those who feel led to participate 
in local politics. 

It was the knowledge of their own neighborhoods, which was invaluable to the committee, as our 
charge has been for understanding the overall view of Town. These meetings identified key areas 
based on unique local knowledge that were most worthy of preserving, and provided recreational ideas 
based on the ‘lay of the land’ which they knew most intimately. Our work became better informed and 
more inclusive after these coffee hours.  Information and ideas gleaned from these meetings are 
sprinkled throughout this Plan.  

People who have served on the original Open Space & Recreation Committee included: Peter Gagnon, 
Doris Gracia, Bill Kelley, Jack McIsaac, Todd Pilling, Nancy Possinger, Tricia Sittig, and Helen 
Souza.  Other contributors were Jay McGowan and John Estrella. Tobey Williamson was the writer 
from UMASS Amherst. Each person has contributed to the research and to the writing of this plan, and 
has spoken with numerous residents, officials, neighbors and allies in the resource protection fields.  
Three have researched, updated, and painstakingly created the maps for this plan.   The 2007 members 
of the Committee to revise this Plan are: Joseph Callahan, Marge Ghilarducci and Jack McIsaac.  With 
grateful acknowledgement to Nancy Durfee, George Moitoza and Tricia Sittig for their invaluable 
contributions of information and to Todd Pilling for compiling this revised edition. 
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SECTION 3- COMMUNITY SETTING 

REGIONAL CONTEXT 

“The Green Heart of Southeastern Massachusetts is a region at risk because of rapid population 
growth, uncontrolled land development, inadequate protection of natural resources, a lack of 
coordinated planning, and changing economic conditions inside and outside the area.” 2  (Creating a 
Rural Resource Reserve, p. 12)  This clearly states why our region is at risk.  All of the region’s 
Towns must face these realities, and work against them in order to retain any desirable Town 
characteristics in the future.  Open space needs to be a significant addition to any Town, which wishes 
to retain rural character.  

“Open space contributes to the quality of life of the residents of the region and defines the character of 
many towns. It is fundamentally linked to key natural resources.  Open space is central to tourism in 
the region.  The conservation of open space, including the coastal environment, is an integral part of 
the future of the agricultural and fishing industries.  Land preservation should be achieved in part 
through the purchase of land and development rights with private actions, and at the local, state and 
federal levels.  Tax policies should be redirected, environmental regulations should be revised and 
development approvals should be linked to a pro-active approach to land preservation.” 3 

These regional excerpts are as true for Berkley as for any of the towns in southeastern Mass.  
Specifically, Berkley lies southwest of Taunton, west of Lakeville, northwest of Freetown and east 
across the Taunton River from Dighton.  Berkley is five (5) miles at its longest point from east to west, 
and seven (7) miles at its longest point north to south.  Route 24 runs through north to south, and exit 
11 is in Berkley.  Route 140 runs somewhat parallel to the eastern border of town, and Route 79 goes 
through the southern section, called Myricks. 

Table 1 Bristol County Open Space/Protected Lands 1999, source SRPEDD 

BERKLEY: APR 146.1 acres  WILDLANDS TRUST 10 acres = TOTAL 156.1 acres 

Open Space Total Land Area 
Permanently Protected 

Lands 
 

30-May-00 (Acres) (Acres) Percentage 

Community (Not including water) 1999  

Acushnet 11,827 494 4.2% 

Attleboro 17,413 1,861 10.7% 

Berkley 10,642.1 156.1 1.4% 

Carver 24,309 2,704 11.1% 

Dartmouth 39,240 3,342 8.5% 

Dighton 14,158 32 0.2% 

Fairhaven 7,999 511 6.4% 

                                                 
2 Vision 2020, draft statements 10/98 and some text from the final copy, 2001 
3 Vision 2020, draft statements 10/98 and some text from the final copy, 2001 
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Fall River 21,417 6,454 30.1% 

    

Freetown 22,111 4,461 20.2% 

Lakeville 18,998 3,476 18.3% 

Mansfield 12,937 1,490 11.5% 

Marion 9,067 971 10.7% 

Mattapoisett 11,158 152 1.4% 

Middleborough 44,538 4,988 11.2% 

New Bedford 12,748 1,500 11.8% 

North Attleborough 12,178 1,243 10.2% 

Norton 17,806 807 4.5% 

Plainville 7,126 605 8.5% 

Raynham 13,232 1,192 9.0% 

Rehoboth 30,147 839 2.8% 

Rochester 21,633 2,670 12.3% 

Seekonk 11,814 741 6.3% 

Somerset 5,051 186 3.7% 

Swansea 14,608 838 5.7% 

Taunton 30,237 4,156 13.7% 

Wareham 22,952 1,072 4.7% 

Westport 32,031 2,171 6.8% 

District Subtotal 497,333 49,395 9.9% 

        Revision as of 11/07  

As of December 2007, several additional parcels of land have been approved or are in the process of 
being approved for permanently protection through the Wildlands Trust of Southeastern 
Massachusetts, The Trustees of Reservations or New England Forestry Foundation. (See Table 3-2) 

Table 2 Additional Permanently Protected Lands 

Permanently Protected Land Location Acres Organization 

Peirce Property Macomber Street (off) and 
Taunton boundary line 

73 acres New England Forestry Foundation 

Murray Family  

(Berkley Airport) 

Padelford Street 52.8 acres The Trustees of Reservations 

Lucini Property Howland Drive 28 acres The Wildlands Trust of Southeastern 
Massachusetts 

Berkley Meadows 

(Delphic Associates) 

Halloway Street 38.4 acres Unknown at this time 

Total Acres  189.4 acres*  
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Photo 4 - Berkley Town Common: Source MASS Photo 3 - Berkley Town Common: Source MASS 
Photo 2 - Berkley Town Common: Source MASS 
Photo 1 - Berkley Town Common: Source MASS 
Photo 1 - Berkley Town Common: Source MASS 

*This adds 189.4 acres of permanent protected land in Berkley giving a new total for 2008 of 348.3 
acres - 3.3% of Berkley land. 

The vast majority of residents work out of Town.  Since Berkley has little commercial and industrial 
development and lies approximately 50 miles south of Boston and 30 miles east of Providence, 
residents find employment in surrounding areas and come home to a quiet and peaceful setting 
(People, or employees could be noted as a resource). 

Berkley could be described as a middle-income, semi-rural town, though there is also low income and 
high-income households. Some of Berkley’s residents have lived in this area all of their lives and help 
to make the sense of history, tradition and country character important to many others through their 
educational efforts.  It is likely that newer homebuyers are looking for the same country character we 
hold so dear.  Current residents know that preserving the open space NOW is the only option to save 
the rural character that’s remaining for the benefit of present and future residents. Mary Andrews long-
term resident and retired town worker, states that the semi-rural assessment is a present day judgment 
while long-term residents’ perception is that it is not rural any more. 

Five hundred and five (505) residents out of the total population of 5500 (2001 figures) are age 60 and 
over, which makes the senior citizen community equal to approximately ten percent (~10%) of the 
Town’s population.  Land may need to be developed in the near future to provide a senior center and 
nursing care.  A committee, formed in September 2001 is actively pursuing these goals. 
(Approximately 52 acres of the former Silvia Farm land on South Main Street was acquired by the 
Town in 2003 for possible future high school, town offices and senior center development) 

Berkley high school-aged students attend school in neighboring communities: Somerset High School, 
Bristol County Agricultural High School, Bristol-Plymouth Vocational, Diman Vocational, and private 
school or home schools.  Berkley has one elementary school, a separate middle school, near the Town 
center.  Existing school buildings will not accommodate our fast-growing population and the current 
contract with Somerset High School expires in 2011 with no guarantees for renewal. 

Existing recreation facilities include a playground on 
The Common, softball/baseball fields at three 
locations, Dighton Rock State Park’s facilities and 
hiking trails and Bridge Village Heritage Park, which 
offers families water access for small hand carried 
watercraft, fishing and picnicking.  As surrounding, 
more-developed communities look toward Berkley for 
its country-like landscapes, existing public use open 
space properties may become more necessary as a 
regional resource. 

Please refer to the maps to understand the location 
and significance of the Taunton River as Berkley’s 
western border. The Assonet and Taunton Rivers’ 
meet to flow into and out of the Narragansett Bay as a 
tidal river, becoming brackish at the Berkley-Dighton 
Bridge area.  These estuaries create some precious 
environmental habitats along the edge of the rivers 
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and their tributaries.  Berkley shares these river resources with the surrounding communities of 
Taunton, Dighton and Freetown.  Ship building in Berkley’s early days grew out of its river location.  
On all sides, industry has utilized the river; however Berkley has not used them for industry and 
commerce other than the historical launching of its ships. 

There are indigenous archaeological sites along the Taunton River. Dighton Rock has writings 
believed to have been carved by Phoenician, Viking, Portuguese and/or Native people explorers.  Both 
of these facts are evidence of the River’s use in ancient times. Dighton Rock State Park and Bridge 
Village Heritage Park are wonderful resources shared with surrounding communities.  Dighton Rock 
State Park offers forested picnic areas on the Taunton River as well as hiking trails.   Bridge Village 
Heritage Park, offers water access for small watercraft, fishing and family picnicking, with exposure to 
the wildlife in and on the Taunton River as well as unparalleled scenic views.  There are summer 
cottages along the banks, some of which have been converted to year-round residences for owners to 
enjoy the scenic beauty and recreational opportunities. 

Berkley has some farms with considerable tracts of land, giving an agricultural look to some of its 
open space including some attractive cranberry bogs.  Despite the notably stony soils, the abundance 
of fresh water and rich topsoil has always supported agricultural enterprise, but recent economic 
downturn in the sector threatens both the way of life and the landscape. In recent years, growth has 
been rapid, and the ratio between the number of houses and the number of acres of farmland has 
changed dramatically. 

The Berkley-Dighton Bridge is also a shared and valued resource.  This one-lane, swing-span bridge 
may be the oldest of its type in the state. For this reason it could be considered historic, though it has 
had many changes during its hundred-year life. The flow of traffic is greatly influenced by this 
connection to Dighton, which has led to a proposal to construct a new bridge.  This construction and 
expansion of the linkage would negatively affect the character and habitats of the area and would 
increase traffic throughout town. In spring, 2007, MassHighway has revealed new plans for a fixed-
span formline concrete arched bridge to be placed on the existing footprint of the present bridge.  The 
design has been approved by both Berkley and Dighton, and is expected to be initiated in 2008 with a 
temporary bridge being constructed to the south of the present bridge.  Time line proposed calls for 
completion of the new permanent bridge, and all restoration to the area, by 2011-2012.   The drawings 
offer a handsome bridge that will enhance the area as well as preserve all of the existing historic 
homes and with low impact on the existing roadways.  Of course it is expected, since the bridge will 
conform to Federal Highway standards, that the ability of the new bridge to accommodate all weights 
of traffic vehicles that there will be a dramatic increase in the number of trucks commuting through 
Berkley. 

HISTORY 

Indigenous people settled in this area because of its abundance of shellfish and waterfowl.  These fish 
and game resources and the vast woodlands in time also attracted the first European settlers. 

European Settlement in Berkley began with a community focused on agriculture and shipbuilding.  
Agriculture continues to be a part of the local economy, though the ship construction industry, mostly 
thriving as a livelihood from 1790-1866, left the area long ago. The fact that the earliest schools in 
Berkley taught reading, writing, arithmetic and navigation serves as a testament to the importance of 
ships to the Town’s history. 
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In the mid-seventeenth century, Berkley is rumored to have been the site of King Phillip’s 
encampment during the time when the Wampanoag and other Native tribes declared war on European 
settlers.  The town was soon abandoned by residents of European descent because of its vulnerability 
to Native people attack at the outbreak of this war, known as King Philip’s War. A marker on Berkley 
Street tells of Edward Babbit, who met his death at the hands of the Native people while trying to 
escape. Townspeople sought shelter and safety in Taunton during the wartime years of 1675 and 1676. 

Assonet Neck is a site where indigenous people enjoyed their permanent camping ground, being close 
to the fisheries.  This area holds important archaeological resources.  Warren Goff, (deceased, 2001) a 
local archeologist, collected and documented evidence of campsites in the following locations: 

 Bear Swamp I 

 Bear Swamp II (attached Staple and Athearn report) 

 West side of Bay View Ave, opposite Bryant St. 

 Assonet Neck 

 Smallpox Hill, Damon Clegg’s fields in back 

 Petticoat Farm, Berkley St. 

 Babbit’s – across from plaque 

 42nd St. parcels – This Native people campsite is priority historical land. 4 

Also of archeological interest is a prehistoric skeleton found on Grassy Island, located near Dighton 
Rock State Park.   

Conflict with Natives and the French delayed development of the community, as did the lack of 
waterpower to fuel the industrial mills of Colonial times.  The discovery of clay deposits stimulated a 
small pottery industry for a time.  Berkley also supported some commercial trading from 1799 to 
1833, when it was home to a customs house for delivery only.    

Myricks, the southern section of Town became a part of Berkley in 1879, handed over from Taunton.  
It was a bustling community of its own, with cottage industries, hat making and carpentry.  A large 
agricultural show with picnics and events was held here for years, during the 1800’s.  The Myricks 
train depot served this part of town into the early 1900’s.  Fires destroyed many buildings, including 
the depot and Post Office, in 1922 and 1923.  Part of the old Myricksville School, used now as the 
local American Foreign Legion post, still exist as examples of late nineteenth-century architecture.   

Among the Town’s notable historic resources, Berkley Street is an ancient road, having once been an 
old trail of rolling knolls and small vales. The Congregational Church is also an important historical 
landmark, serving as a reminder of early Congregationalists who led the way for the foundations of the 
Town. Berkley residents have taken part in all of the Nation’s wars.5 

                                                 
4 Registered with the Massachusetts State Archives. 

5 Some of this information came from the narrative included on the MA Department of Housing and 
Community Development Website - http://www.state.ma.us/dhcd/iprofile/027.htm 
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POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 

Despite recent growth, Berkley remains the smallest community within Bristol County, as it has since 
1800. The first known count of residents came in 1765, when there were six hundred and fifty-nine 
(659) people living in town. The town’s population grew to about eight hundred and fifty (850) in 
1790 and swelled to 1,013 in 1800. By 1850, there were nine hundred and twenty-four (924) people 
living in town. Between 1800 and 1930, Berkley’s population was nearly static. 

From 1930 to 1998, the state’s population increased forty-two percent (42%), growing from 4.25 
million to 6.02 million people. During the same period, the population in Berkley grew from 1,120 to 
5,395, an increase of over three hundred and eighty percent (382%). 

The density of the town has also changed dramatically, though is still well below the State average. 
With the current 6.02 million Massachusetts residents spread over 7,838 square miles, the State’s 
average population density is seven hundred and sixty-eight (768) people per square mile. Since 1930, 
Berkley’s population density has increased from sixty-eight (68) people per square mile to three 
hundred and twenty-six (326) people per square mile.  

Much of the Town’s growth came in a single decade. Between 1980 to 1990, the town’s population 
increased from 2,731 to 4,237. Further, from 1990 to 1998, Berkley grew at the sixth highest rate of 
any town in the State, at just over twenty-seven percent (27.3%), according to estimates by the 
Massachusetts Institute for Social and Economic Research (MISER). The only communities growing 
faster were Boxford at forty-four percent (44.3%), West Tisbury at thirty-five percent (35.6%), 
Nantucket at thirty percent (30.5%), Franklin at twenty-eight percent (28.3%) and Hubbardston at 
twenty-seven percent (27.7%). 

While Berkley’s population growth has come in a large spurt over the last twenty years, it has actually 
grown more slowly than other rural communities in Bristol County since 1930. During the last sixty 
eight years of more slow and steady growth, Acushnet’s population has increased from 4,092 to 
10,111; Freetown from 1,656 to 8,834; Norton from 2,737 to 16,097 and Raynham from 2,136 to 
10,789.  Table 2 below is U.S. Census data for Bristol County and its towns each decade from 1930 to 
2000. 

Table 3 Bristol Population figures 1930-2000, Source: US Bureau of the Census 

 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 

Acushnet 4,092 4,145 4,401 5,755 7,767 8,704 9,554 10,161

Attleboro 21,769 22,071 23,809 27,118 32,907 34,196 38,383 42,068

Berkley 1,120 1,130 1,284 1,609 2,027 2,731 4,237 5,749*

Dartmouth 8,778 9,011 11,115 14,607 18,800 23,966 27,244 11,163

Dighton 3,147 2,983 2,950 3,769 4,667 5,352 5,631 30,666

Easton 5,298 5,135 6,244 9,078 12,157 16,623 19,807 6,175 

Fairhaven 10,951 10,938 12,764 14,339 16,332 15,759 16,132 16,159

Fall River 115,274 115,428 111,963 99,942 96,898 92,574 92,703 91,938

Freetown 1,656 1,584 2,104 3,039 4,270 7,058 8,522 8,472 
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Mansfield 6,364 6,530 7,184 7,773 9,939 13,453 16,568 9,821 

New Bedford 112,597  110,341 109,189 102,477 101,777 98,478 99,922 22,414

North 
Attleboro 

10,197  10,359 12,146 14,777 18,665 21,095 25,038 5,123 

Norton 2,737 3,107 4,401 6,818 9,487 12,690 14,265 6,268 

Raynham 2,136 2,141 2,426 4,150 6,705 9,085 9,867 19,941

Rehoboth 2,610 2,736 3,700 4,953 6,512 7,570 8,656 93,768

Seekonk 4,762 4,912 6,104 8,399 11,116 12,269 13,046 27,143

Somerset 5,398 5,873 8,566 12,196 18,088 18,813 17,655 18,036

Swansea 3,941 4,684 6,121 9,916 12,640 15,461 15,411 7,683 

Taunton 37,355 37,395 40,109 41,132 43,756 45,001 49,832 11,739

Westport 4,408 4,134 4,989 6,641 9,791 13,763 13,852 10,172

Total 364,590 364,637 381,569 398,488 444,301 474,641 506,325 4,581 

* 2006 Census Berkley population 5,999 

Population increases are expected to continue at least into the next decade or two. MISER’s mid-level 
projections predicted Berkley’s population would reach 7,107 in 2005 and 8,467 by 2010.  SRPEDD 
projects the population of Berkley will be 8,639 in 2020. Table 3 below, breaks these projections down 
by age group (cohort) and includes the 1990 Census data and 1995 estimates on which these 
projections are based.  

Table 4 Population by Cohort, Actual 1990, Estimated 1995 and Base-line Mid-level Projections 2000-2010, Source: 
Massachusetts Institute of Social and Economic Research 

   Baseline Mid-Level Projections 

Age Group Census 

1990 

MISER 
Estimate 1995 

2000 

 

2005 

 

2010 

 

0-19 1422 1698 2141 2489 2922 

20-44 1886 2031 2317 2629 2988 

45-64 680 840 1179 1635 2116 

65+ 249 292 324 354 441 

TOTAL 4237 4861 5961 7107 8467 

General expansion out from the suburbs, the commuter trains proximity and the chance to live “in the 
country” has all contributed to this extreme growth.  Land is still relatively inexpensive here, and 
developer dollars seem to answer some people’s needs for instant cash.  Land conservation groups 
which may ordinarily have wished to help us protect natural habitats and rare species are currently 
negotiating to prevent the largest natural parcel in the state’s history from being developed. 

The effects of these changes are staggering.  The town has acres of farm, forest and open land, the 
school has become overcrowded, necessitating the building of a middle school, with ever growing 
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need for a high school, and the feeling of a Berkley community has decreased over the years.  The 
percentage of residents who use Berkley as a so-called “bedroom community” has increased.  
Measuring this accurately is difficult. 

Because of the growth in population, particularly of young people of family-rearing age (see census 
data) it is clear that more land will be needed for active and passive recreation use.  Some of these 
areas may be connected with the schools, but there will also be needs for walking trails, playgrounds, 
perhaps a few more access points to the rivers, and nature areas. 

Despite these changes, the desire of the residents regarding their wish to preserve open space hasn’t 
changed.  The answers to both the survey done in the mid-nineties and an informal survey done in the 
fall of 2000 reflected that people wish Berkley retain its rural character. This result may be 
counterintuitive.  One might expect the “bedroom people” to not care about the character of the town.  
However, it may also be one of the reasons they live here, even for a few hours each day. 

There are a number of self-employed residents (16 percent), 80% commute to near-by jobs.  There are 
few employments possibilities in town, small stores, a few restaurants, but no large employers.  Most 
work in near by towns/cities and a few commute farther than 30 miles.   

Because of our high water table, and because there is no public sewer or water, many potential 
commercial businesses are prohibited from establishing themselves here.  This decreases our ability to 
widen our tax base; while at the same time protects us from extra traffic and possible pollution 
problems. 

Our population’s character or personality might be characterized as feisty.  The townspeople want 
services and facilities, but are not willing to pay for them all in one year.  People want to be able to do 
“as they please” with their land, sometimes to the detriment of the town as a whole.  The town has a 
history of not planning for the future, but complains when the schools become too small, or the town 
hall begins to crumble to the point of not being safe soon.  This may explain why we are in the 
position today of trying to put out not one, not two, but several political and financial fires at once, 
making all but a brave few afraid to tackle numerous complicated problems.  This is not rhetoric for 
us.  We are living in the consequences of our forebears’ decisions, while fighting against population 
explosion, suburban building sprawl, pressures to build affordable housing and maintaining the desire 
to protect the quality of life, which Berkley has enjoyed for almost 300 years. 

We are struggling with the same cultural problems as the rest of the country.  People are interested in 
their television programs, and the Internet.  To get involved in the town requires work and 
commitment.  People may be tired from their day jobs and may not wish to expend the energy 
necessary to memorize and enforce regulations, respond to angry attorneys, and out-finesse clever 
developers.  No town is immune from this.  Berkley may just be more battered than others.  But we are 
not “down for the count”.  Our community is supportive of the efforts to preserve open space and 
increase our recreation areas despite the embattlement.  Therefore, we write this plan with some hope. 
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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

1) Patterns and Trends 

When speaking with octogenarians, one finds that Berkley was called “the woods” or “the farm” 
because that is what it was for most of its history.  At some point the town’s nickname was “The 
Hubbard Squash capital of the world”.  Gradually, people moved here for the peace and quiet the 
country offered, while still being close to Taunton and city amenities.  

The Common and Myricks were the two centers of Berkley (the former for politics and school, the 
latter for train travel and commerce). Now the roads are lined with ANR lots, with little farm, forest or 
open space visible.  This is largely due to rapid population growth.   

This quick growth of population is straining the school system, the highway department, and has 
brought over-consumption of the water supply.  Residents fear and have seen that proposed, abutting 
developments will erode their topsoil and damage the water supply.  Those living near the two rivers 
fear the infiltration of brackish water into the aquifers when demand exceeds supply. Our resources-
surface and aquifer waters, healthy topsoil and animal habitats are at risk due to these trends. 

2) Infrastructure 

b) Transportation 

Access is a key element in how Berkley has grown and will continue to grow in the future.  Situated in 
rapidly growing Southeastern Massachusetts, Berkley is served by one major highway, Route 24 that 
runs north and south from Route 128/93 in Randolph to Route 195 in Fall River.  Route 140 from 
Taunton to New Bedford parallels Berkley’s northeast border.  Route 140 has an interchange located 
in East Taunton at Route 79 near the village of Myricks.  Commuter rail service is available within a 
20-minute drive from Berkley to the Lakeville station.  Easy access to both regional employment and 
recreation activities makes our community attractive to development.  Boston, Cape Cod, Providence 
and countless recreational activities are within a one-hour’s drive of Berkley.  With rural character and 
available open space as additional attractions, Berkley is facing major changes.  

Transportation hot spots concern and affect the community and will substantially affect the growth of 
Berkley.  Not all transportation issues are contentious or viewed as a negative.  Highway access for 
example, is viewed as both an asset to Berkley as well as a contributor to its growth.  Below is a brief 
outline of transportation-related issues and hot spots: 

 

Bus Service: 

GATRA, The Greater Attleboro Taunton Transportation Authority, operates Dial-a-Ride bus service to 
Berkley residents.  Scheduled bus service is available in Taunton and provides access to various 
locations around Taunton and surrounding communities.  GATRA also has commuter bus service to 
Providence Rhode Island.  H&L Bloom Bus service, also based in Taunton, provides commuter bus 
service to Boston on regularly scheduled runs. In addition, American Eagle Bus Lines offers service to 
Boston and New Bedford. Except for Dial a Ride, there is no bus Service in Berkley itself. 
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Berkley Bridge: (a.k.a. the ‘Berkley-Dighton Bridge’): 

The Berkley Bridge is a one-lane, swing bridge that was built in 1896 to span the Taunton River.  
Signal lights alternately let eastbound and westbound traffic use the bridge. Many aborted plans to 
restore or replace the bridge have come and gone, while minimal maintenance has been done to 
prevent the bridge from further decay. 

Photo 2 - Aerial View of the Berkley Bridge: Source, Quest Map 

Many Dighton residents (also a growing community) 
and other commuters utilize the bridge traveling east 
on South Main Street through the Berkley Common 
to the Route 24 interchange at Padelford Street.  
Many Berkley residents fear replacement or 
expansion of the bridge will increase the traffic with 
little or no benefits to the residents of Berkley.  As 
the oldest one of only two remaining swing-bridges 
in the State, it surely has historic value and should be 
considered for preservation or restoration, despite 
structural and aesthetic changes during its lifetime.  

In spring, 2007, MassHighway has revealed new 
plans for a fixed-span formline concrete arched 
bridge to be placed on the existing footprint of the 
present bridge. The drawings offer a handsome 
bridge that will enhance the area as well as preserve 

all of the existing historic homes and with low impact on the existing roadways.   The plan has been 
approved by both Berkley and Dighton, and is expected to be initiated in 2008.  The first stage is the 
installation of a temporary bridge constructed to the south of the present bridge, and dismantling of the 
present bridge.  The second phase is the construction of the new bridge.  Elm Street in Berkley will 
only be widened for approximately 100’.  Only a portion of Bridge Village Heritage Park will be 
effected.  MassHighway has pledged complete restoration to all effected areas upon completion of the 
bridge.  Time line proposed calls for completion of the new permanent bridge, and all restoration to 
the area, by 2011-2012. Of course it is expected, since the bridge will conform to Federal Highway 
standards, that the ability of the new bridge to accommodate all weights of traffic vehicles that the 
long-term impact will be a dramatic increase in the number of trucks commuting through Berkley. 

Highway Access: 

There is one Route 24 interchange at Padelford Street.  As mentioned earlier, highway access is 
viewed both as an asset and a problem for open space issues in Berkley.  Travel times to Boston and 
Providence (without traffic) are approximately fifty minutes and thirty minutes respectively. Rumors 
of Route 24 highway expansion plans are of a concern to open space in Berkley for two reasons.  First, 
highway expansion almost always leads to increased traffic flow caused by new development. While 
most agree, traffic heading south on route 24 is a problem at the lane drop in Raynham, caution should 
prevail if an additional lane of traffic is continued through Berkley.  Secondly, wildlife habitat would 
be negatively impacted by any expansion of Route 24.  A globally rare Fen habitat is located just south 
of the Berkley/Freetown line that interacts directly with Berkley’s ecology and wildlife. Any plans to 
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expand the highway should be in concert with the Towns of Berkley and Freetown to conduct and 
review how those changes may affect the fen and open space directly or indirectly. 

Commuter Rails:  

An MBTA commuter rail station opened in the neighboring Town of Lakeville in 1998 and has been 
considered a great success with respect to commuting to Boston.  However, it has possibly changed 
the character of that town forever.  Once a semi-isolated rural community, Lakeville is now considered 
a “bedroom community” of Boston.  Most open space in Lakeville has been recently developed, 
property values have increased disproportionately and its natural environment and ecosystems face an 
uncertain future.  The urban sprawl that has headed south from Boston is on Berkley’s doorstep and 
will likely enter when proposed commuter rail is extended to Fall River and New Bedford.   

Governor Deval Patrick has made commuter rail expansion a priority for his administration.  Three 
routes are currently under consideration for extending commuter rail service to the cities of New 
Bedford and Fall River.  All three routes would utilize existing rail right of way corridors through 
Berkley with rail lines diverging at Myricks Junction near the Lakeville line. There are no plans to 
reactivate the Myricks Station in Berkley as one of the commuter rail stops, but it is the junction where 
trains will travel to Fall River and New Bedford.  MBTA speakers have reported that they eventually 
plan to have 30 trains south and 30 trains north per day.   Many in Town feel this new rail line will 
have a huge impact on the future quality of life in Berkley and is probably, at least, indirectly, the 
number one concern of Myricks residents.  

Future rail lines would impact Berkley environmentally, as well, since an estimated 27 established 
wetlands may lie within the existing rail line route.  Railroad grade crossings would be required at 
three roads in Berkley, at Cotley, Padelford, and Myricks Streets.   

If there is any issue that the residents of Berkley agree on, it is that transportation access is a key 
element with respect to the future of the Town’s growth and development.  Unless increased access is 
coupled with community preservation initiatives and smart growth development regulations designed 
to avoid sprawl, Berkley’s rural character, farmlands, open space and ‘small town feel’ will be lost 
forever.  

c) Water Supply Systems: 

Except for few homes tied into Taunton’s water lines, Berkley has no public water system.  All supply 
of potable water, water for sanitation, commercial uses and much of 
the water for agriculture is from wells. Some water for agriculture, 
particularly for cranberry bogs, is from surface water sources. Surface 
water from some designated ponds is used for fire fighting 
emergencies.  The Town’s reliance on ground and surface water for 
provision of needs makes the protection of the quality of these 
resources crucial. Saltwater intrusion on Assonet Neck, and the need 
for deeper wells have residents concerned about the health of the 
Town’s aquifers. 

d) Sewer Service: 

As with the water supply systems, excepting the few homes tied into 
Taunton’s water lines, Berkley has no public sewer service.  All homes 

Photo 3 - Thomas Road, Berkley 
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and businesses use septic systems.  Proper maintenance schedules for these systems is important given 
the Town’s reliance on ground and surface water. 

LONG TERM DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

A Zoning by-law was adopted in 1972 and updated in 1985 which requires all single family residences 
to be on a minimum of one and half acre lots, approximately half (30,000 square feet) of which cannot 
be delineated as wetlands.  Further use regulations were added in 1990. Under these new rules, two-
acre lots are required for professional offices, educational facilities and government buildings.  Only 
one principal permitted building is allowed on any lot.  A special permit is required for any multi-
family units and is restricted to four family dwellings or fewer.  No density bonuses are given for these 
dwellings, meaning that a four family residence would have to be placed on six acres.  Commercial 
and industrial buildings are also allowed under special permit with use restrictions and a limited site 
plan review process. A clause in the by-law states that building lots approved by the planning board 
before 1990 and transferred into new ownership before 1995 may be built upon for single-family use 
at any time in the future.  

In 1996, a Rate of Development by-law was adopted to prevent heavy vehicular traffic, coordinate 
land development with the expansion of public services, and to preserve the rural character and natural 
resources of the town.  Under this bylaw, unless a special permit is granted for rapid development, no 
more than ten building permits may be granted to one owner/ principal developer involved in projects 
in a year. 

Minimum frontage is set at two hundred feet, setbacks at fifty feet and side yards at fifteen feet for one 
and half-acre lots and thirty feet for two-acre lots and special permit uses. As of July 2000, the 
frontage requirements have been seen by some as a hindrance to further development, prompting 
investigation into “flag-shaped lots” to allow access to backland. 

Further residential development, which is assured judging by current population projections, if it were 
to continue under these existing regulations, would surely encroach on the last remaining open space 
accessible by roads.  Flag-shaped lots, if relied upon to provide the necessary acreage, would create 
haphazard development patterns behind existing residences lining the main roads. The Rate of 
Development by-law would limit the speed at which the remaining visible and accessible open spaces 
were built on, as long as new development corporations were not established or attracted from out of 
town.  Significant areas of wetlands in town may also serve to limit development of some areas. 

Southeastern Massachusetts is currently under a barrage of comprehensive permit submittals due to the 
zoning act known as Chapter 40B. These threaten the integrity of the communities in numerous ways, 
largely because people who do not live in the Towns bring them forward. Therefore, developers will 
not feel the consequences on the infrastructure, habitat and the community. The comprehensive permit 
process also allows developers to undermine enforcement of our local by-laws and regulations yet falls 
far shy of the original intent of the law which is to encourage affordable housing.  Berkley’s by-laws 
have been approved through the local legislative process, the people of Berkley, to protect our natural 
resources, agriculture interests and to insure financial stability of our town for future generations. 
Currently, there are three comprehensive plans being reviewed in Berkley.  

In June of 2000, we were informed by the EOEA in their build-out presentation that there were 
approximately 5800 acres of buildable land available, which could yield about 3200 units of housing. 
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The threat to habitat preservation is clear, and the effects on the school system and other services 
would be immense. It is a frightening prospect, except to a few business people. 

As our Town’s committees educate themselves to respond to these pressures, they become better 
prepared to negotiate for Town needs. However, it creates one more level of battle for weary 
volunteers who are asked to protect the Town’s character. To the extent that all these committees 
work, plan and coordinate together, the more likely there will be an attractive Berkley in the year 
2010.  In November 2007, Berkley voters approved a commercial zoning by-law.  (Refer to enclosed 
map as to the designated commercial zoning areas) (Include new zoning map) 
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MAP #1 – BASE MAP  
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MAP #2 – ZONING 
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SECTION 4 – ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 

GEOLOGY, SOILS AND TOPOGRAPHY 

Geology: 

Like all of southern New England, Berkley is the product of the processes of the last glaciating of the 
late Pleistocene Ice Age. At that time, about twelve thousand years ago, a continental glacier that 
covered all of New England receded north, largely shaping the topography of Berkley into the 
geological landforms that exist today. Surface features, drainage patterns, groundwater, geological 
resources and indigenous vegetation, all largely reflect this glaciating and its recession. 

With the exception of bedrock outcrops at the highest elevation points in Berkley, the glacier created 
virtually all of the surface geology in town by a process of grinding and depositing unconsolidated 
soils, sub-soils and stones in a wide variety of sizes and types. The result is a varied mix of soil types 
interspersed with many types of rocks that are deposited within a wide range from negligible to very 
high density. Perhaps the most notable rock type is Massachusetts Puddingstone, a unique rock form 
which is an aggregate of pebble to small boulder size stones fused into a soft sandstone. Puddingstone 
can be seen at sites throughout Berkley. Interestingly, it is only found in southeastern New England 
and in certain areas of coastal West Africa. As it is certain that no glacier ever extended across the 
Atlantic Ocean, puddingstone is evidence in support of the theory of a primordial continental 
connection of New England and West Africa. This theory is now generally accepted in the science of 
continental drift movements known as plate tectonics. 

At the highest elevations, the underlying pre-Pleistocene bedrock is exposed to the surface, as at the 
top of Bryant Hill. These outcrops are due to glacial scouring, which left such prominences of bedrock 
exposed. In all other parts of the town, glacial scouring and depositions resulted in low glacial 
drumlins, upland glaciated plains, glacial out-wash plains and depressions that have since evolved into 
today’s drainage and wetland features.  

Equally as important as glaciation, the Atlantic Ocean and its associated patterns of tidal inundation 
and coastal drainage shaped Berkley. It is an under-appreciated fact that Berkley is a seacoast 
community since its estuarine ‘sea-fronts’ at the mouths of the Taunton and Assonet Rivers are not 
typical of a New England seashore.  Nevertheless, the entire southern portion of the town is a 
peninsula between the Taunton River and the Assonet River and Assonet Bay.     

Soils: 

From the time of European Settlement, Berkley has been a rural, agrarian community.  However, 
much of the town was and is unsuited to normal agricultural use, due to steep slopes, poor soils, as 
well as both freshwater and saltwater wetlands. In response, active cranberry bog cultivation has 
developed as an alternative to standard dry land agriculture. More recently, a number of horse farms 
have been established that board, breed and train horses for recreational and show uses.  

In the 1978 Soil Survey of Bristol County (Northern Part) produced by the USDA Soil Conservation 
Service, Berkley is divided into three main soil types for the purposes of most general planning. Those 
general soil types are as follows: 

Paxton-Woodbridge-Ridgebury Type: Nearly level to moderately steep, well drained to poorly drained 
soils of glaciated uplands. In Berkley this soil type occurs generally on the Assonet Peninsula 
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southwest of Shoves Neck and in a broad North-South band that straddles the Route 24 corridor 
through town. 

Hinckley-Medisaprists-Windsor Type: Nearly level to steep, excessively drained soils that formed in 
glacial outwash and poorly drained organic soils. In Berkley such soils are found in a band along the 
Taunton River north of the Assonet Bay and in a narrow band along the town’s SE border in Myricks. 

Ryanham-Scio-Birdsall Type: Nearly level to gently sloping, well drained to very poorly drained soils 
that formed on old lakebeds. In Berkley such soils occur only in a small area in the NW corner of the 
town along the Taunton River north of its confluence with the Three-Mile River. 

Topography 

The Town of Berkley is defined by water and wetlands. The Taunton River forms the entire western 
border of town.  Its flow meets the Assonet River and Bay to the south and SE of town, to surround the 
Assonet Neck Peninsula. The borderline extends north along the Shoves Neck Brook into south-
central Berkley. There, the border runs on a short NE line, before turning to a straight east-west line 
that extends to the Assonet River. This border separating Berkley from the Assonet Village section of 
Freetown is relatively dry, except where it crosses the wetlands area of Quaker Brook. The entire 
southeastern border of the town, in the Berkley village of Myricks, is a succession of low glacial 
outwash plains with a very high water table, wetlands and drainage features of the Assonet River. 
Only the NE and northern borders of the town, where it abuts Taunton, are not clearly defined by 
water features.  However, this area too contains some wetlands where the Cotley River and some 
lesser brooks flow into the Cotley and Taunton Rivers. 

It is important to note that the whole of Assonet Bay and the Taunton River, as far inland as Route 24 
in Raynham, are tidal under normal conditions.  In extreme tidal conditions due to storm surges, the 
Taunton River can be brackish along its full course through the town of Berkley.  

Bryant Hill is located near the center of town, about one mile south-southwest of the Berkley Town 
Common. It has a maximum height above sea level of 154 feet. Its height and bulk determine much of 
the surface water drainage of central Berkley. About one and half miles to the east of Bryant Hill there 
is another hill of similar height located in a triangle formed by Padelford, Hill and Anthony Streets.   
Skunk Hill lies at the northern end of an upland ridge that runs down to the southern border of the 
town. Between Skunk Hill and Bryant Hill runs Quaker Brook and it associated wetlands and 
tributaries. Along the northeast border of the town, another ridge, only slightly lower extends from 
Cotley Street to Holloway Street.  County Road in Taunton runs along the top of this unnamed ridge 
and the Cotley River flows around its southern contours. 

In the southern section of town, at the start of the Assonet Neck Peninsula lies Hospital Hill.  With a 
height of 78 feet overlooking the Taunton River, it has a strong influence on the drainage patterns for 
the upper peninsula. South of the hill, a ridge only slightly lower cuts diagonally first to the southwest 
then to the southeast across the peninsula, splitting the drainage for the area almost equally into 
Assonet Bay and the Taunton River. 

The remainder of the town is an undulating patchwork of low hills and low upland plains that average 
about 50 feet above sea level.  The numerous depressions descend to near or at sea level. The result of 
this topography is a good many catch basin areas that express themselves as wetlands or low plains 
with a high water table, such as the Myricks section of the town.    
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 

The Town of Berkley is one of the most rural and pastoral communities in all of Eastern 
Massachusetts. It is a town without stoplights and has little or no commercial/industrial development. 
Open land and a few residences currently surround the town common. Only one small corner of town, 
the Myricks section, can claim a national chain store, a new Dunkin Donuts.  Furthermore, not a single 
apartment or condominium building exists in the town and no large business signs and billboards mar 
the pleasing vistas. 

Deciduous trees and evergreen trees, farmlands, cranberry bogs, Taunton River and its tributaries and 
associated marshes, Assonet River and its associated marshes, silty clay soil, sandy glacial soil 

environments and gravel are 
present as resources in Berkley. 

What Berkley does offer is a 
marvelous mix of quiet country 
settings that vary from farm fields 
and cranberry bogs to oak forests, 
tidal marshlands and freshwater 
swamps to the broad and serene 
Taunton River. Interspersed 
throughout these pastoral settings 
are a wide variety of single-family 
homes, both old and new. In the 
two years it has taken to complete 
this plan, two subdivisions have 
been built (one is a 40B with 3 
additional in the planning stages). 

Berkley is a place best appreciated 
by slow, quiet consideration. This     
approach reveals a town teeming 

with both natural and cultivated flora and fauna. Birds flock in the trees, foxes prowl, fish jump in the 
rivers and wildflowers are everywhere. Along the Taunton River the sight of Osprey, Mute Swans and 
Cormorants is com. Flocks of Wild Turkeys and Canada Geese routinely feed in the fields.  Boaters 
seldom disturb Assonet Bay and there is not a hint of tourist exploitation to be seen anywhere in town.  

The decade of booming development in Southeastern Massachusetts has already threatened the Town 
of Berkley in its old town appeal. It is that precious and uniquely timeless quality that is Berkley’s 
greatest asset, and the trait that its citizens cherish most. The greatest fear is that suburban sprawl and 
population explosion is going to destroy the character of the town unless steps are taken to preserve it.  

Further unplanned development will likely replace some of the natural beauty with man-made 
structures.  The clear-cutting of forests and the removal of soil has stripped away what nature had to 
offer while destroying habitats, always irreversibly.  Conventional development fragments existing 
open spaces, the pieces of which are held by many owners.  The effect is a piecemeal, choppy 
appearance.    

Alternate Map 4-1 - Biodiversity 
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It is therefore a joint goal of the Open Space and Recreation Committee and the Town’s Master Plan 
Committee to develop both the strategies and the means to preserve and enhance the best of Berkley.  
Careful management is the only answer to the growth and development that is inevitable. 

Distinctive landforms and areas of particular scenic interest include but are not limited to the 
following: 

 “Conspiracy Island” on the Assonet Neck;  

 Large open tracts of land along the Assonet and Taunton Rivers;  

 Dighton Rock State Park and adjacent properties;  

 Grassy Island;  

 Berkley Common;  

 Chamberlain Farm Stands and property; (Friend Street)  

 Fernandes farm & property (Jerome Street) 

 Bridge Village Heritage Park and the Berkley-Dighton Bridge area; 

 Berkley Airport, Myricks (Padelford Street) 

 Bay State Beagle Club (Point Street) 

 Three currently unprotected areas designated by the state as rare wildlife and plant habitats, the 
largest of which surrounds Interchange 11 on Route 24, there is also a smaller one to the north 
before Interchange 12 in Taunton, and another north of the Myricks section of town; and 

 Coastal marsh and vegetated wetlands along the smaller rivers, some of which are available with 
undeveloped land.   

 Shoves Neck –Bay View Avenue 

 

Many views of the Taunton River are beautiful, but many are not currently accessible to the public 
because buildings and fences obscure and interrupt the line of sight.  The few river views that remain 
should be preserved.   Furthermore, additional recreation areas, bike paths, walking trails, new nature 
reserves as well as fishing and boat ramp access need to be acquired.  

WATER RESOURCES 

Major Rivers 

The Taunton River 

General: 

The Taunton River flows along the entire western perimeter of Berkley and joins with the Assonet 
River at the tip of the town’s Assonet Peninsula. At Berkley, the river is actually an extremity of 
Mount Hope Bay, and the most northerly reach of Narragansett Bay into Massachusetts. Here, entering 
the sea, the river is tidal and brackish, with its primary characteristics best described as coastal 
estuarine. 
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The Berkley riverbank of the Taunton River is approximately seven and half miles long. At the 
northwest border of Berkley, the Taunton River is approximately 650-700 feet wide and it gradually 
widens all along its route past the town. At the Berkley-Dighton Bridge, about three miles 
downstream, the river width is approximately 1100 feet. As it passes the tip of Assonet Neck 
Peninsula the river is approximately 2000 feet wide, with the entrance to Assonet River on the other 
side of the peninsula about eight hundred feet in width. The convergence point of the river and the bay 
is over a half mile wide just south of the peninsula tip. 

Before describing the Taunton River as it passes Berkley, it is essential to put it into a larger context, 
by considering the river upstream from Berkley. It is a major watershed drainage feature of 
southeastern Massachusetts, handling the outflow of water from up to 43 communities in major 
portions of Bristol, Plymouth and Norfolk Counties. The river is 40 miles long from where it officially 
starts at the convergence of the Matfield and Town Rivers in the Paper Mill Village of Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts. Its drainage area is five hundred and sixty-two square miles, including at least fifty 
square miles of swamps and twenty-three square miles of lakes and ponds, of which more than fifty 

cover more than ten acres.  

The approximate population in the Taunton River drainage area in 
the year 2000 has just over one million people, with rapid growth 
prevalent throughout the region.  Outflow from the Taunton River 
drainage area, averaged over the period from 1931 to 1965, was 
approximately 280 billion gallons annually. The lower eight to 
nine miles of the river, including almost the entire Berkley 
frontage is a tidal estuary, and in storm surge conditions, the river 
can be affected by tides reaching up to eighteen miles inland. The 
drainage area for the length of the river is generally flat to gently 
rolling hill terrain with a maximum height of four hundred and 
fifty feet above sea level. At Berkley the river’s height ranges 

from only a few feet above sea level inland to sea level at the tip of the peninsula, with tidal variation 
the more consequential factor. Depth of the river ranges from one to four feet inland to one to ten feet 
as it passes the tip of the peninsula. Just below the peninsula, as it converges with the Assonet River, 
depths exceed fifteen feet. A narrow, eight to ten foot deep, man-made navigation channel near the 
middle of the river extends from its mouth to about a half mile north of Peters Point.     

The Taunton River has recently been studied for inclusion into the National Parks Service (NPS’) 
Wild and Scenic River program.  Wild and Scenic River designation would officially recognize the 
Taunton River as a river of national significance.  The study was completed by representatives of all 
ten (10) communities including Berkley that border the main stem of the Taunton River as well as 
SRPEDD, NPS, Wildlands Trust of Southeastern Massachusetts, Natural Resources Trust of 
Bridgewater, TRWA, Save the Bay, The Nature Conservancy, and The Council Oak Wampanoags.  At 
town meeting on June 6, 2005, Berkley voted to adopt the Taunton River as a Wild and Scenic River.  
In July 2005, the study committee released the Taunton River Stewardship Plan that summarized the 
results of the study and presented a future strategy for cooperative management and protection for the 
Taunton River.  In June 2007, the National Park Service submitted the Draft Taunton River Wild and 
Scenic River Study Report and Environmental Assessment recommending Wild and Scenic River 
designation for all 40 miles of the Taunton River.  Taunton River Wild and Scenic was brought up for 
Congressional approval in fall of 2007.  At present, designation is being discussed in House and 

Photo 4 - Wildlife on the Taunton 
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Senate sub-committees.  A vote is expected in the coming months with recreational and scenic values 
identified for special recognition within the Berkley portions of the Taunton River.  

 

History and Character: 

It is important to note that for over three hundred years the Taunton River has been used extensively 
for potable water, agricultural irrigation, sanitation, commerce, industry, fishing and recreation. In that 
time, myriad instances of input and extraction of water, waterpower, fish, bottom sediments, 
vegetation and riverbank have occurred, with very few usable, recoverable records. Throughout the 
same period, numerous mills, factories, farms, municipal sewers and surface/storm drains have all 
added wastewater. The volume of such wastewater contributions and their exact chemical content has 
been largely unrecorded and can only be partially deduced by costly, detailed scientific testing. 
Fortunately, as a river with a very dependable outflow and tidal cleansing, the Taunton has been able 
to quite successfully flush itself and remain a relatively clean body of water. Recent state and federal 
programs have further assisted the river to be as clean as possible. However, localized areas of 
polluted bottom due to heavy metal deposition and accumulation do exist and a wide variety of debris 
can still be found in and along the river. Furthermore, development and new environmental threats in 
the watershed continue to threaten the quality of the Taunton River. Without adequate watershed 
resource area protection, Berkley remains particularly vulnerable.  

The Taunton River has always been a focal point of the Town of Berkley.  For centuries before the 
arrival of European settlers Native Americans lived along the river, fishing it, traveling it and 
assigning it great spiritual significance. Their impact on it was negligible, but they may have 
contributed to the most notable historical artifact: Dighton Rock. 

No mention of Berkley and the Taunton River would be complete without mention of Dighton Rock. It 
is a large boulder (9.5’ x 11.5’ x 5’ high) that used to rest in the river just offshore from what is now 
Dighton Rock State Park. The rock was quite low in the water and submerged with each high tide. 
What made it notable was the discovery in colonial times of petroglyphic graffiti on the rock that have 
never been well deciphered or entirely explained. It is called Dighton Rock instead of Berkley Rock 
because at the time, the town of Dighton extended into the surrounding area, which only later became 
part of Berkley.  

In 1963, Dighton Rock was raised so that it wouldn’t be covered at high tide and a small museum was 
built over it. The Dighton Rock Museum in Berkley’s small Dighton Rock State Park provides 
weather and tide protected access to the rock, and houses exhibits on its history and the theories it has 
generated.  

Among the many theories that attempt to explain and decipher the engravings on Dighton Rock, the 
most generally accepted suggest a combination of contributors. One sage claims to have deciphered 
‘M. Cortereal 1511 V. Dei Dux Ind.’ indicating the Portuguese explorer Miguel Cortereal, who sailed 
to the New World in 1502.  In Portugal he was never heard from again but may have inscribed his own 
‘epitaph’ on the rock in what was to become part of the Town of Berkley.  It has also been suggested 
that Native Americans and Colonial pranksters also added their own marks to the rock, although 
nothing readable has been deciphered. 
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Photo 5 - Taunton River 

In recorded history, the Taunton River at Berkley is known to have been an active site of weir 
fisheries, shipbuilding, miscellaneous commerce and various agrarian pursuits. Ferry service across 
the river and inland lightering barges also were based in Berkley in times past. Except for minor 
logging/sawmills and small tanneries, no heavy industry has ever been on the Berkley riverbank, nor 
have their been any dams.  However, above Berkley in Taunton and a dozen other towns, there were, 
and are, major mills and industry along the banks of the river.  

Another notable feature on the Taunton River in Berkley is the Berkley-Dighton Bridge. Built in 1896, 
it is a swing bridge to allow boat passage—one of only two such bridges extant in Massachusetts. 
Today, however, it no longer opens at all. For over a decade, it has been a one-lane bridge for vehicles 
of fewer than three tons gross weight. The bridge’s low headroom limits boat access upriver to very 
small boats and canoes.  Further information on the bridge is given in the transportation section above.  
Today the Taunton River through Berkley is primarily noted for residential and limited agricultural 
use, with some areas protected as wetlands. The result is a very pastoral character to the river as it 
flows by Berkley.    

There is no record of any significant industry on the Berkley shoreline of the Assonet River or Bay.  
Historically, there were a few mills and a forge on the river in Freetown but very few traces remain, 
except for one mill building that is now used by a self storage firm and a small woodworking mill. An 
old mill dam by Locust Street in Freetown, constricts the river to form Forge Pond along Route 79. 
Otherwise, the banks of the Assonet River are now exclusively the domain of residences, farms, 
cranberry bogs, wetlands and woodlands.   

 

Assonet River and Assonet Bay: 

General: 

Along the SE shore of the Assonet Neck Peninsula is the Assonet River and Assonet Bay. Following 
the course of the river in reverse, from its mouth to its source, the river runs from the tip of the 
peninsula for about a mile and a half before it opens up into Assonet Bay. A very well protected, 

shallow, inland bay it measures 
about 2000 by 6500 feet in size, 
with a few large coves adding 
additional area. From the southeast 
end of bay, the Assonet River 
continues inland into Freetown. 

Berkley’s Assonet Neck Peninsula 
shoreline along the Assonet River 
and Assonet Bay is about two and a 
half miles long and Shoves Neck, a 
blunt, lesser peninsula, extending 
into the bay, adds another 3700 feet 
of shoreline. Two large brooks that 
enter Assonet Bay from Berkley 
create this peninsula. One flows 
only about 3,000 feet from some 
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wetlands on the southeast flank of Berkley’s Hospital Hill, at the inland end of Assonet Neck. The 
other, Shoves Neck Brook, runs about two miles into central Berkley, where it begins in a wetlands 
area on the SW flank of Bryant Hill, the highest point in Berkley.  

Shoves Neck Brook forms the town line with Freetown until it turns north-northeast in the center of a 
small pond just south of Friend Street. That line goes only about 2100 feet until it becomes an arbitrary 
political boundary running due east for about two and three-quarter miles, where it ends at an inland 
portion of the Assonet River that bends into Berkley just east of Myricks Street (Route 79). From this 
point the Assonet River veers back into Freetown running parallel to Myricks Street for about 4000 
feet. It then turns northeast and re-enters Berkley, extending for about a mile, crossing Pierce Street 
into wetlands south of Myricks Street between Pierce and Church Streets, which is its source. 

The Assonet River, including Assonet Bay is a relatively minor tributary of the Taunton River, and yet 
it is an important drainage feature for the area. Its own most prominent tributary is the Cedar Swamp 
River which empties from Cedar Swamp in Lakeville, a major, protected wetlands area and wildlife 
habitat. 

 

Minor Rivers, Brooks and Streams 

The Cotley River:  

This river is a small tributary of the Taunton River that enters Berkley from Taunton just northwest of 
the intersection of County and Holloway Streets. It flows in an irregular arc through northeast Berkley 

for a distance of about two and a half miles before it 
returns into Taunton just northwest of Cotley Street. 

The Cotley, seldom more than two to three yards wide 
or two to four feet deep, is less a river than an 
oversized brook. Public access to the Cotley River is 
extremely limited because it flows almost entirely 
through privately held land. However, it is noted for 
recreational fishing and it does serve to drain several 
wetland habitat areas in Berkley. 

Quaker Brook:  

This brook starts at a point roughly halfway between 
Route 24’s Padelford and Bryant Street Bridges in 
wetlands at the base of the northeast slope of Bryant 
Hill, with tributary brooks just east and west of the 
highway. It flows an irregular course approximately 
two miles before exiting Berkley into Freetown at a 
point about 1600 feet east of where Algerine Street 
ends at the Freetown line. It proceeds on into Freetown 
and empties into the Assonet River at Forge Pond.  
The Quaker Brook provides drainage for a significant 
part of central Berkley, with outflow from several 
important wetlands and wildlife habitat areas in the 

Alternate Map 4- 2 - Water Surface Map 
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northeast watershed of Bryant Hill. The brook’s name celebrates the Quaker community that existed in 
Berkley in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. 

 

*Clark’s Brook  

This brook is about three and half miles in length, starting in wetlands about five hundred feet north of 
the Berkley Commons, west of Porter Street.   It flows an irregular course north until, just south of 
Jerome Street, it turns roughly west and flows in a ‘lazy S’ to the Taunton River. About eight hundred 
feet east of where it passes under Berkley Street, it is joined by an unnamed tributary about 4800 feet 
in length that drains an area between North Main Street and Berkley Street.  

*Cuds Brook:  

This brook is just over two miles in length starting at a small pond at the north base of Bryant Hill 
about six hundred feet west of Locust Street. It flows west about 1500 feet before turning southwest 
and running parallel to Main Street. Near the intersection of Main Street and Bayview Avenue the 
brook turns under Main Street and runs due west to join the Taunton River just south of the Berkley 
Bridge.  

*Hospital Hill Brook:  

This is half-mile long brook that starts at base of the north slope of Hospital Hill. It runs due west to 
the Taunton River just south of Grassy Island, where it flows into the salt-marsh tidal flats that 
surround Grassy Island.   

*Chuckamucksett Creek: 

An inlet from the Taunton River, just south of the Berkley Dighton Bridge and Elem Street which runs 
under Berkley Street and extends east under the intersection of Elm Street and Bayview Avenue.  

(*Indicates that the name for this brook is not necessarily its official name, which could not be 
ascertained. The assigned name is one used by residents.)  

 

Lakes, Ponds and Vernal Pools of Berkley 

Berkley has no freshwater body of water that could be labeled as a lake, but it does have numerous 
small ponds. The 1985 Geological Survey Map of the U.S. Department of the Interior for Somerset 
(No. 41071-G1-TM-025) depicts all of Berkley and it shows approximately 62 small ponds. However, 
there is reason to believe that some of the ‘ponds’ are actually cranberry bogs. In addition, a very 
informal survey done by this committee indicated that there are many more ponds that are not mapped, 
with most being vernal pools that form in the winter and spring and dry out during the late summer6. 
In a few cases, ponds very close to the Taunton and Assonet Rivers are known to have brackish water. 
(See Alternative Map 4-1, page 24) 

 

                                                 
6 A committee member has begun certifying these, two as of this writing. 
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Public Use and Access to Surface Water in Berkley 

There are two official and legal public accesses to a major body of water in Berkley along the 
riverbank of the Taunton River: one at Dighton Rock State Park and the other at Bridge Village 
Heritage Park. Access at Bridge Village Heritage Park is limited to hand carried water craft.  Access at 
Dighton Rock State Park is at times and is beyond the control of the town.  In 2002, the Town worked 
with Jack Shepard of Fisheries and Wildlife, which has stated it would build a small boat ramp at 
Dighton Rock State Park, and provide associated accessible parking. The work was slated to be done 
in 2003; however this work has not been completed to date.  Dighton Rock Museum is open during the 
summer or by appointment. The park is officially open and staffed for limited hours in the 
spring/summer season, and not including early evening hours. The reputation of the park locally, is 
that it is only officially open and staffed during ‘workweek / business hours’, when most people and 
families are least able to visit. Fortunately, the gate to the park is generally left open, even when no 
staff is present, so residents may use the park at their own risk. 

Except for incidental bridge right-of-ways where a public road crosses a river or brook, all other 
access to the rivers, bay, brooks and ponds is restricted due to private ownership. The committee has 
identified this as a major problem and a goal has been set to identify and expedite increased river 
access for the general public. 

 

The Aquifers and Groundwater of Berkley 

The availability of sub-surface water by well digging and drilling is extremely variable from site to 
site in Berkley. This is due largely to the varied depositions and landforms that resulted from the effect 
of glaciation on the area. In addition to the obvious effect of ridges, high water table glacial plains, and 
a large aquifer located in the northwest to west central section of the town, micro-geologic conditions 
of bedrock fracturing, glacial till deposition and clay strata all effect the success or failure of wells in 
town. However, it is the general case that wells in all but the most geologically adverse sites will 
produce reasonable quantities of good quality water, though the depth at which it is reached may vary 
significantly.  

Berkley’s one major aquifer runs from just north of Jerome Street, near the Taunton line, south-
southwest along the Taunton River to a point focused approximately at the location of the Berkley 
Bridge. From there it turns south-southeast and runs for approximately one and three-quarter (1.7) 
miles to just about the Freetown line at Friend Street. The overall length of the aquifer is about four 
and three-quarter (4.7) miles and its average width is about half a mile. It is primarily a medium yield 
aquifer, but it is a high yield aquifer in the area centered on the Berkley Bridge. That high yield 
portion measures about one and a half miles in length and averages about a quarter of a mile in width, 
extending from near the intersection of Berkley and Sanford Streets in the north to the intersection of 
Berkley Street and Swing Drive in the south. 

In addition, we have included in its entirety a copy of the Community Aquifer Protection Planning 
Study of June 1988.7 It was professionally prepared by the firm of IEP, Inc., Northborough, MA and 
provides far more detailed and scientific data on the Berkley aquifer, Berkley wells, groundwater 
contamination and groundwater protection strategies. It also contains precipitation and seasonal 
                                                 
7 Sent with draft of plan 6/00 
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climatic data for Berkley, in addition to a considerable amount of miscellaneous ancillary support data, 
including flood plain data. The flood plain data is further supported by inclusion of the January 1978 

Flood Plan Insurance Study 
for the Town of Berkley 
provided to the town by the 
U.S. Department Housing and 
Urban Development’s 
Federal Insurance 
Administration.  

Recharge areas include but 
are not limited to Bryant Hill 
and the Cotley River Basin. 

 

 

Vegetation 

1. Forests:  

The forestland at locations 
around Berkley contributes to 
the rural quality to our town, 

which will disappear if the forested lands are not protected. The Beagle Club is forested with 
predominantly evergreens. There is forest on Burnt Street, Bryant Street and Seymour Street.  There is 
a corridor of heavily forested land, which is used for hunting east and west of route 24. Many parcels 
of agricultural land and the airport are also surrounded by trees, critical components of the 
preservation of open space in Berkley.  

Mixed hardwood/conifer forests can be found in all areas of Berkley, along with a scattering of open 
land and wetland habitats. There are a few cultivated and protected forest areas, but most of the forests 
are areas of re-growth in previously abandoned agricultural plots or in the hills, ridges, wetlands and 
swamps. Berkley State Forest is a very small, state owned wood lot on Briggs Lane near Route 24 
consisting of plantings of pine typical of the Works Progress Administration programs during the 
Depression. The Berkley State forest is small but the surrounding land is largely undeveloped and 
forested. Dighton Rock State Park has the only existing public hiking trails in town. These shaded 
trails begin along the river and continue through the park.  The most common trees there are Eastern 
red cedar, red maple, white pine, beech, oak, ash, and aspen. Other excellent hiking trails are on 
private property, explored on the occasion of Biodiversity Days.  These trails have pine-needled paths 
and open out to the river’s edge.  Common reed, switch grass, marsh elder, sea lavender, other grasses 
and cordgrass can be seen here along the banks of the river, on Assonet Neck. 

Berkley also has several tree and bush farms that grow a wide variety of commercially desirable tree, 
bush and ground cover vegetation for sale to nurseries, homeowners and for Christmas tree use. 
Spruce, Hemlock, Pine, Rhododendron and Hollies are common.   

Throughout the town there are innumerable small to medium size woodlots interspersed amid housing 
and agrarian sites. Some of these woodlots, particularly on hills, ridges and in wetlands are not re-
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growth areas, and include the full range of indigenous flora. However, most of the forested land in 
level and near-level areas is re-growth of land cleared for agriculture. Depending on soils, natural 
irrigation and the time elapsed since leaving farm use these areas follow the ecologically expected re-
growth patterns for new vegetation. Near brooks birches prevail, while on upper slopes oak and pine 
take the lead.  And yet, it is a rare circumstance that any one of the common species dominates such 
re-growth areas. The most prevalent species are oak and swamp maple.  

Of particular note are two large woodland areas that flank Route 24 as it passes through Berkley.  
These areas extend out from the highway on both sides with widths ranging from a few hundred feet to 
over a mile. They are heavily forested with oak and pine as the predominant species. The areas are a 
mix of ridges, level glacial uplands and lower wetland areas. They have been populated by deer and 
are well-used hunting grounds in season. Fox, coyote, great horned owls, hawks, and turkey buzzards 
are all common to these areas, as are all the smaller sized mammals, reptiles, birds and insects upon 
which such predators feed. In 2001, a 24 home 40B subdivision was built on 55-acre parcel. It is too 
early to measure how that amount of habitat destruction has affected the wildlife.  

 

2. General Inventory, Fields and Meadows: 

Berkley’s open land is almost entirely due to historical and on-going agricultural clearing, yet many of 
the fields are no longer in active agrarian use. Other open fields are used as pastures for horses, 
donkeys, sheep, cows and even an Emu. In recent years, sub-division developments have claimed 
many previously farmed fields. Those fields that remain in commercial cultivation produce a wide 
variety of crops, including: hay, alfalfa, clover, corn, squash, pumpkins, melons, tomatoes, cranberries, 
bushes and trees for nursery sales, as well as Christmas trees. To a lesser degree an active cottage 
industry of truck gardening and mini-farm stand vegetable and fruit growing is prevalent in the town. 
These very small growers produce a very wide range of produce and floral pants in small lots. All of 
these fields sustain large flocks of Canada Geese, Wild Turkey, Rabbits and other fauna.  These are 
precious resources of open space in our town. 

Open field small meadows that have 
been abandoned for agricultural use 
are in varying degrees of natural 
reforestation. Such fields can be found 
throughout town with vegetation 
ranging from weeds and wildflowers, 
to bush and brambles, to very new 
growth trees and shrubs. Remnants of 
agrarian cultivation persist in many of 
these fields including blueberry, rose 
and floral bushes, and a wide range of 
stubborn perennial vegetables such as 
rhubarb, etc. There are open fields 
along the Taunton River on Berkley 
Street and Bayview Avenue that have 
scenic value, also.  Some are 

successional old fields on sandy glacial soil, which exist as a unique place for native grasses and forbs. 
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3. Saltwater Marshlands: 

The town is spotted with wetlands.  Some are linked with the rivers, supplying the filtration system of 
the waters of the Taunton River and Assonet River.  A closer look at the hydrological connections is 
necessary to the preservation of the aquifer and water supply.  The wetlands habitats include 
freshwater, tidal brackish marsh, tidal freshwater marsh, and vernal pools. Each has its unique 
vegetation. Along the tidal estuaries of the Taunton and Assonet Rivers and around Assonet Bay there 
are thin strips of saltwater flats and marshes. Unfortunately, recent protections for such areas were not 
able to save the entire shoreline, some of which has been claimed for private waterfront residential 
access. This is especially true for the land at the southern tip of Assonet Neck, but is true to some 
degree along all of Berkley’s shorelines. The most notable salt-water flats and marshlands in Berkley 
occur in a broad cove on the Taunton River between the shore and Grassy Island and on Assonet Bay 
in the area of Shoves Neck Peninsula. The Grassy Island saltwater flats extend for about one third of a 
mile along the Berkley shoreline and range from over a thousand feet to less than one hundred feet in 
width. A lesser-sized saltwater marsh area of about four to five acres lies midway between Ferry Point 
and Whale Rock along the Taunton River. The saltwater marshlands on the Assonet Bay shoreline are 
fairly substantial and are contiguous with a similar sized area over the border into Freetown. All along 
the Taunton and Assonet Rivers a very narrow band of salt marsh can be found in areas that have not 
been disturbed by residential development. In Berkley’s tidal flats and saltwater marshes an amazing 
variety of birds can be found. The most notable examples include osprey, mute swans, cormorants, 
hawks, gulls and the full range of indigenous species common to such habitats.  

4. Freshwater Wetlands: 

Berkley has extensive freshwater wetlands that range from seasonally and perennially damp areas to 
swamps. These wetlands are nearly all found flanking our freshwater rivers and brooks, together 
forming a complex and ecologically healthy drainage pattern. One, ‘Cedar Swamp,’ exists in an area 
near the Cotley River by Holloway Street. Other significant wetland areas are located further along the 
Cotley River, the headwaters of the Assonet River in Myricks, and along the Quaker, Burt Street, and 
Shoves Neck Brooks. These areas support typical and thriving communities of wetland flora and 
fauna, and are notable as nesting and migration way-stops for a wide variety of birds. Sportsmen 
routinely use these areas during hunting and fishing seasons. 

5. Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species: 

The following information was found from recommendations from Brian Reid: 

 Vegetation of the tidal brackish marsh - globally rare 

 Vegetation of the freshwater marsh - globally rare 

 Eaton’s Beggar Ticks, and aster seen in 1980’s 

 Long’s Bittercress - globally rare - seen in 1997 

 Variable sedge is historic from and unknown site in Berkley in the 1930’s 
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FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

1. Inventory: 

Assonet Neck is a peninsula between the Assonet River and the Taunton River. The town of Berkley is 
located at the place in the rivers that are tidal and brackish, where fresh water meets the salt, and flows 
out to Narragansett Bay. The river is used for recreation such as fishing, sailing, canoeing, watersports, 
boating, and sightseeing. Two sections of undeveloped land on the Taunton River include property 
next to and south of Dighton Rock State Park, and another section one mile south of the park, which is 
now in a possible beginning development stage. Residents are discussing the problems of salt-water 
infusion and overdevelopment. The estuary habitats of the two rivers are precious habitats. There are 
many mussels, oysters, clams, periwinkles and horseshoe crabs to be seen along the shoreline. A quote 
from Save the Bay: “Narragansett Bay is a designated estuary of national significance. Our bay is a 
spawning ground and habitat for over 40,000 species of life. Estuaries, where fresh and salt water meet 
and mix, are one of the most biologically productive ecosystems on earth, surpassing rainforests. As 
participants in Biodiversity Days, we have compiled a list of plants and animals observed in June. We 
were fortunate to be joined by Peter Alden and other fine specialists in 2000, which made a good 
beginning list. It shows plants and animals from five sites in town; Dighton Rock State Park, Berkley 
St.(Hyde Farm), 42nd St., Mill St, and Bayview Avenue sites. A copy of Berkley’s Biodiversity Days 
List from 2000 is found in the appendix. 

Table 5 - The Natural and Cultivated Fauna of Berkley 

Mammals Fish, Shellfish and 
Crustaceans 

Birds  Reptiles  Insects  

Horses 

Cows 

Pigs 

Donkeys 

Sheep 

Deer 

Foxes 

Coyotes 

Woodchucks 

Weasels 

Opossums 

Beavers 

Raccoons 

Squirrels 

Trout 

Perch  

Large Mouth Bass 

Sunfish 

Carp  

Catfish 

Pickerel  

Pike 

Alewife (Herring) 

Shad 

Striped Bass 

Bluefish 

Mackerel 

Eels 

Ospreys 

Cormorants 

Mute Swans 

Gulls 

G. Blue Heron 

Turkey Vulture 

G. Horned Owl 

Screech Owl 

Barn Owl 

Hawk 

Robin 

Sparrow 

Starling 

Grackle 

Frogs (sev. types) 

Toads (sev. types) 

Salamanders (sev. types) 

Snakes (sev. types) 

Turtles (sev. types) 

Moths 

Butterflies 

Mosquitoes 

Bees 

Wasps/Hornets 

Flies (sev. types) 

Dragonflies 

Ants 

Beetles 

Termites 

Crickets 

Grasshoppers 

Aphids 

Mayflies 

Waterbugs 
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Chipmunks 

Moles 

Mice 

Voles 

Shrews  

Bats 

Skunks  

Rabbits 

Rats  

Porcupines 

River Otter (*) 

Minnows 

Porgies 

Menhaden 

Flounders 

Clams 

Mud Nassa 

River Mussels 

Snails 

Bay Scallops 

Oysters 

Crabs 

Lobsters 

and myriad more… 

Crow 

Blackbird 

Bluebird 

Oriole 

Cardinal 

Ducks (sev. types) 

Hummingbirds 

Woodpeckers (sev. types) 

Canada Geese 

Pheasant 

Terns 

Wild Turkey 

Chickadee 

Swallow 

Wren 

Mockingbird 

Thrush 

Warbler 

Finches (sev. types) 

and myriad more… 

and myriad more… 

* Unconfirmed sighting report by a local resident 

2. Corridors: 

The rivers and shores are certainly a corridor for fish and wildlife. The parcels of land with waterfront 
property expand these corridors. The coastal environment is an integral part of the future of 
agricultural and fishing industries. The grasses and vegetation presently existing along the river filter 
runoff. We are a sub basin of the Taunton River Watershed and this has a greater impact than just our 
local concerns for clean water. The undeveloped properties on Assonet Neck are a present corridor for 
wildlife between the two rivers. The fields located on the riverfront are necessary to the nesting of 
Eastern Diamondback Terrapin turtles that live and feed in salt and brackish marshes, while they need 
open sandy uplands nearby for nesting. Agricultural areas near the river are ideal. Observations of 
nesting sites were made north of 42nd St. two years ago and Shoves Neck last year. The Taunton and 
Assonet Rivers provide good habitat for migrating, wintering and nesting waterfowl, particularly black 
ducks and mallard. Canvasback and American coot have been possibly observed. Marsh wren also 
nest here. Additional property adjacent to Dighton Rock State Park would provide a more spacious 
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corridor for wildlife. Farmland is presently the environment for the wildland corridors. Loss of it will 
mean loss of wildlife. 

3. Rare, threatened and endangered species: 

Two vernal pools were certified. Many others exist which are not yet certified. There are fairy shrimp - 
E8; yellow-spotted turtles - SC9; Eastern Box turtles - SC; wood frogs and salamanders; Atlantic 
sturgeon in the Taunton River in 1993; and Eastern Diamondback Terrapin nesting site; The tidal 
brackish marsh is a globally RARE habitat and is found from the Berkley Bridge area upstream until 
the Three Mile River. The tidal freshwater marsh exists along the northwest end of town near the 
confluence of the Three Mile River. This unique habitat is also considered globally RARE; it is 
usually above the reach of salt water, but tidal. Sweetflag, wild rice, sedges and smartweeds dominate 
this diverse marsh.   

 

Table 6 - Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME 
TAXONOMIC 

CLASS STATE RANK FEDERAL RANK

CLEMMYS 
INSCULPTA WOOD TURTLE Reptile SC   

MALACLEMYS 
TERRAPIN 

DIAMONDBACK 
TERRAPIN Reptile T   

CARDAMINE 
LONGII 

LONG’S BITTER-
CRESS Vascular Plant E  

Information from from: http://www.state.ma.us/dfwele/dfw/nhesp/towna-c.htm 

The three-page letter written by Christine Vaccaro from the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 
program refers to specific species and areas worthy of protection in Berkley.  Her attached charts show 
priority habitats and the creatures, which are endangered here.  Please refer to her letter and charts 
found in the appendix. 

SCENIC RESOURCES AND UNIQUE 

ENVIRONMENTS 

Berkley is a low key, slow and natural 
environment, not noted for the spectacular or 
eye-catching scenes. Instead it is a place that 
sneaks up on the psyche and the soul. Beyond 
the Dighton Rock Museum’s draw for the 
intellectually curious, Berkley appeals more to 

                                                 
8 Endangered 
9 Specific Concern 

Photo 6 - Taunton River off Berkley Street 
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person’s quiet introspection about the wonders of New England’s nature.  

In fall there is bright foliage and spring comes with lush greens. On most any morning a misty miracle 
hovers over the shorelines, and each sunset is unique for those who take the time to notice. There is an 
endless succession of small, diverse Berkley delights that add up to a totally enjoyable experience. It is 
therefore an imperative that future development does not threaten this unique and fragile ambiance. 
Indeed, there is no better place to stop and smell the roses or the lilacs or the salty air. 

The rivers and the bays can provide breathtaking vistas, especially at sunrise or sunset. Yet these are 
scenes that appeal most to the hiker, the canoe paddlers or the pensive watcher. It is this special 
quality, a timeless and eternal natural experience, that Berkley offers to those with the patience and 
openness to appreciate it. 

It is the hope and goal of the committee to preserve, protect and enhance Berkley’s special natural 
treasures. To that end, the hope is to secure land along the river and the bay—some for preservation in 
its natural state and some for public access and recreation. For local flora and fauna this is to include 
permanently conserved and protected shoreline and marshes. For residents this is to include walking 
paths, a boat ramp and possibly even a small beach area.   

Elsewhere, the committee seeks to work with the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals to 
establish by-laws and zoning that will manage the inevitable growth in a way that will maximize open 
space and the protection of the environment. As with the shorelines, the goal is to secure natural areas 
for both undisturbed conservation and other areas for public recreational use, including nature walks, 
bicycling paths, field sports, fishing, hunting, hiking and horseback riding. 

In November 2007, the Planning Board was finally successful at getting commercial zoning approved 
by the voters.  (See commercial zoning map) With established commercial areas, new businesses will 
be attracted to Berkley in a manner that makes sense as well as protecting the residential and open 
space areas of Berkley. 

 

Scenic Landscapes: 

Residents have personal perspectives and many landscapes have been lost in the intervening years 
since the preliminary draft was filed. There are no State determined scenic landscapes at this time. 

Notable sites from observations: 

1. Bridge Village Heritage Park 

2. Point of Assonet Neck out to Conspiracy Island 

3. Various properties on Assonet River 

4. The corner of Elm Street at South Main Street all the way to Haskins Horse Farm – provides 
country landscape when driving through town. 

Major Characteristic and/or Unusual Geologic Features 

1. Riverfront – all available properties with waterfront access. 

2. Boat access at Assonet Neck (point) and Town Landing Road. 

3. Unusual rock out-cropping on west side of Bayview Ave, presently farmland. 
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4. Hospital Hill cliffs and caves off Bayview Ave. near Dighton Rock State Park. 

5. Pierce’s Rock pudding stone, Assonet Neck 

Cultural, Historic, and Archeological Areas 

Cultural and Historic 

1. Dighton Rock State Park – State Register of Historic Places 

2. Berkley Common (for its country town look), Andrew Carnegie Library and Old Town Hall with 
adjacent fields.  In 2006, with the help of the Department of Conservation and Recreation, and 
with a grant by SPREDD, the Berkley Historical Commission completed a landscape survey of this 
area.  It is the plan of the Historicial Commission to bring this plan to be accepted by the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

3. Myricks Village. 

4. Berkley-Dighton Bridge Area. The Berkley Historical Commission plans to revise a landscape 
survey done in  the 1980’s, and submit this area to be accepted by the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Archeological – one certified site near 42nd Street 

(See the History Section - p.9) 

Areas of Environmental Concern (Also See Biodiversity Map) 

Tidal river, tidal brackish marshes and tidal freshwater marshes  

Wildlife and plant habitats shown on open space map 

Cold water stream – unnamed stream feeding into the Taunton River just south of the Bridge 

Large unfragmented, contiguous parcels of land  

Successional old fields and stone walls 

Vernal pools (5 certified in Berkley, two are located within the Dighton Rock State Park, one on 42nd 
Street, another off of South Main Street, and one on Point Street) ROUTE 24 Interchange and other 
rare wildlife habitats. 

Stonewalls 

Robert Thorson states in opening his book “Stone by Stone” that abandoned stone walls are the 
signatures of rural New England.  In fact, abandoned stone walls are still not uncommon throughout 
the Massachusetts landscape, but with the increase of development and the threat of vandalism and 
pilfering these features are quickly disappearing.  This holds particularly true in Berkley where a 
significant part of the landscape still retains these unique but relatively unprotected stone features.  
Stone walls marking historic property boundaries and farmland can be viewed off South Main Street, 
Porter, Padelford, and Bryant Streets.  The lower portion of Bayview Avenue also contains a 
significant number of stone walls that delineate current and historic properties. A perfect example lies 
in the heart of Dighton Rock State Park where one finds many old stone walls but also the signs of 
theft and impact from vegetation. Preserving these stone walls would play an important role in 
maintaining the rural character and identity of Berkley which so may of us have come to love so much. 
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The Town of Berkley should look into and establish protection strategies including education, 
maintenance and monitoring of public properties and include stone walls as important elements to 
local by-laws and historic districts. The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) have published resources aimed at bringing awareness to this often neglected but important 
historic resource type.  

  

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 

Hazardous Waste Site 

The only Tier 1 site currently in Berkley on the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection’s (DEP) list of reportable releases is that of the Common Crossing at 11 North Main Street.  
Tier 1 sites are those that pose the greatest risk to human health and the environment.  Common 
Crossing is listed as Tier 1D as of March 9, 2007 due to the detection of 900ppb of an “unknown 
chemical of type hazardous material” on March 9, 2006.  The Tier 1D classification is automatically 
assigned to any site that fails to meet an applicable DEP deadline. 

Of the twenty-one (21) sites on DEP’s list at the time this report was compiled, only two other sites are 
worthy of mention.  SCA/Cal’s Landfill on County Road (RTN 4-0000028) is currently in Phase IV, 
or remediation stage, of the regulated cleanup process for a release of hazardous materials.  This 
property is on EPA’s Superfund (CERCLIS) list, though not on the National Priorities List (NPL).  A 
Response Action Outcome (RAO) statement has been submitted and the site has been given Class C 
status by the State.  Class C sites are temporary clean-ups that do not present a “substantial hazard,” 
though have not yet reached a level of “no significant risk.”  This site will be evaluated every five 
years to determine whether a Class A RAO (no significant risk) is possible.  All sites undergoing 
remediation work are expected to eventually receive Class A status by the State. 

The other site is the Bog’s Landing (RTN 4-0011247) located off North Main Street is listed as a Tier 
II site.  From the 1930’s to the 1960’s, Bog’s Landing accepted tannery waste on a weekly basis.  The 
site was reported to the MA DEP in 1995. A series of site assessments and public health evaluations 
were completed between 1995 and 1998.  From 1998 to 2000, the US EPA supervised a Time Critical 
Removal Action that recovered 16,000 cubic yards of tannery waste and soil/sediments impacted by 
the waste.  A Phase II comprehensive assessment was completed at the site in January 2007 that 
concluded there was no significant risk to human health.  However, the Phase II could not prove a 
level of no significant risk to ecological factors.  A Class C Response Action Outcome was filed in 
January 1007 along with the Phase II that concluded a temporary solution has been achieved at the site 
requiring periodic review and evaluation. 

Landfills 

According to DEP’s listing, there are four landfills in the town of Berkley.  Of these only two are 
capped and none is lined—a potential water quality issue.  The above mentioned Cal’s/SCA landfill, 
which is on EPA’s Superfund list, has yet to be deemed entirely safe.  So, placing recreational areas or 
conserving open space in the area should be avoided for the present.  Future use should not be ruled 
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out for this nineteen-acre property though, as open space is a common reuse approved by DEP for 
landfill sites.   

The other capped landfill in town was formerly a demolition landfill occupying four acres and is 
located on Padelford Street.  As it abuts a wetland, purchasing this parcel may be an economical use of 
funds, especially if it can be used as part of a wildlife corridor to connect other conserved parcels in 
the area.   

The two uncapped landfills are located on Church and Bryant Streets.  Each of these two is listed by 
DEP as being less than one acre.  

The aforementioned Bog’s Landing site accepted tannery waste from the 1930 to the 1960’s.  
Approximately 16,000 cubic yards of impacted soils, sludge and sediments were removed by US EPA 
from 1998 to 2000 during a Time Critical Removal Action. 

Erosion 

Erosion has not been a serious problem anywhere in the town.  Most erosion is temporary and is 
related to construction projects.  One notable exception is Padelford Estates, which continues to have 
erosion problems due to the clear cutting of a steep, forested slope for a housing development.  This 
type of irresponsible development should be discouraged in the future. 

Chronic Flooding 

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency maps, although a significant portions of the 
town lies within the floodplain, no areas are subject to chronic flooding. 

Sedimentation 

Sedimentation has not been a problem in Berkley with the exception of the management of storm 
water to surface water in town.  However, removal of gravel has the potential to cause problems to 
both ground and surface water if not regulated properly. There are currently three, gravel removal 
“projects” in Town. 

Development Impact  

Development at the rate Berkley has seen in the past decade will place great strain on the ability of the 
Town to provide services, including schools, police and fire.  Without planning and new development 
controls, unplanned growth is likely to be at the expense of wildlife habitats, including some that are 
classified by the Wildlands Trust of Southeastern Massachusetts as “globally rare.”  Increased 
development has meant an increase in paved areas, with resulting increased runoff, pollution, and 
flooding. 

Ground and Surface Water Pollution 

Inquiries at DEP’s Southeastern office revealed no records of water quality problems anywhere in 
town.  Non-point sources are currently kept to a minimum due to the limited amount of pavement.  
Point sources within the town are also currently minimal due to the absence of industrial development. 
Agricultural sources of pollution are a possibility, though no data is currently available. Pesticide and 
nutrient runoff from cranberry bogs was one potential source of concern noted by Joe Callahan of the 
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Taunton River Watershed Alliance.  However, John Duke at the United States Agricultural Extension 
in Plymouth County noted that significant improvement has been made in recent years.  Farm 
management planning services are available to help prevent/solve further problems. (See Section 4G-8 
below).   

EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory was consulted for the region.  The Town of Berkley had no 
submissions, but the search yielded some interesting results about past releases to surface water in 
surrounding towns.    

 
EPA Toxic Release Inventory http://www.epa.gov/enviro/html/tris/tris_overview.html 

Berkley 02779 – No Submissions 

Agricultural Management  

Past problems with nutrient and pesticide loading of waterways by agricultural enterprises for the most 
part have been solved through efforts of the Plymouth County USDA Extension office to help farmers 
prepare and implement farm management plans.  These plans include information on the costs 
associated with the use of synthetic chemicals, integrated pest management techniques to reduce the 
need for pesticide application and physical methods for recovering the nutrients and pesticides used. 
This service is only available to farms that are currently in operation.  In order not to contribute to a 
recent glut in the cranberry market, extension services for new development of cranberry operations 
are not currently available.   

There is no longer any bog development in Berkley.  However, to ensure that water management is 
efficient existing bogs must be graded properly.  This process often necessitates the removal of gravel.  
Gravel removal operations are regulated under different authority and concerns have been raised over 
the amount of earth that has been removed.  Some residents are worried that since these areas are 
permitted for agricultural use and not as gravel pits, proper management techniques are not being 
implemented.  If proper earth removal management practices are not followed, there is a higher 
potential that these activities will impact both surface and groundwater quality. 
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Map #4 SPECIAL LANDSCAPE FEATURES 
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MAP #5 – WATER RESOURCE 
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OPTIONAL MAP F – BIO-DIVERSITY 
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SECTION 5 - Inventory of Lands, Conservation/Recreation  

A.   PROTECTED PARCELS  

Currently there is no land in Town owned by the Conservation Commission.  Our Water Department is 
currently dormant and owns no land.  The land that is permanently protected in its natural state 
consists of four main categories: 

1) State-owned Dighton Rock State Park, which is approximately 92 acres.  There is some confidential 
negotiation between private landowner(s) and the State for a possible expansion of this area. 

2) APR’s on three properties, totaling approximately 175 acres. 

3) Permanently protected parcels total 348.3 acres (3.3%). Work with landowners regarding possible 
donations of protected land is ongoing. 

4) Cemeteries – one Town cemetery is 4 acres (within Middle School grounds).  Private cemeteries 
total approximately 15 acres. 

B.  UNPROTECTED PARCELS  

The Town owns 325 acres:  23.3 are at the Berkley Community School; 97 are at the Middle School; 
10 acres at the Common; the rest are parcels scattered throughout Town.   

Agricultural Lands - There are a number of 61A parcels in Town, totaling approximately 676 acres. As 
elsewhere in the State, these parcels are the prime targets for easy development.  Some would have 
high potential for preserving ‘as is’, and others for recreation. Map 5 identifies out the Committee’s 
desires.  While we are aware that saving all the parcels is impossible, it is clear which areas in Town 
are more desirable than others. 

Forest lands - Chapter 61 land totals approximately 105 acres.  Whether some landowners are 
persuaded to protect these lands in a land trust will determine how much forest Berkley has.  Berkley 
State Experimental Tree Farm is 6 acres, owned by the State, and the public generally does not feel 
welcome there. 

Less-than-fee interests – one known. (also see APR’s above)  Prof. Meinhold Trust (off of Sanford 
Street) is 19 acres with deed restrictions on building and selling.  This will revert to the Town when 
family is no longer interested.  This was given to the town as a permanent conservation restriction, 
signed off by EOEA in 1988.  

Private recreation lands (61B) - The Beagle Club has 120.5 acres, which is not currently protected.   

Agricultural Land Incentive areas.  The committee is in communication with farm owners urging them to 
’go APR’. 

Major institutional holdings – The former YOU, Inc. (Youth Opportunities Unlimited) which has been 
renamed, Community Care Services, has 9 acres.  It is a therapeutic program, and is tax exempt. 

Other resources – although currently a major controversy in Town, it is likely that an intended cranberry 
bog, which ended up as a gravel pit, may have the benign future use as a pond or small reservoir.  This 
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is dependent upon other committees, and individual personalities, so this remains a currently 
uncountable.  Other gravel pit owners have not made their plans public. 

Recreation spaces belonging to the Town: 

The Common Ball Field (10.5 acres in the whole Common; enclosed ball field approx. 2 acres)  

Anthony Street:  (34.5acres) there are four fields here.  In 2003, the Berkley Athletic Association 
completed 2 Little League fields, 1 softball field,  and 1 Babe Ruth size field at the Anthony Street 
Complex. 

Berkley Community School (BCS) – (16.15acres) There is one softball field here, and one Babe Ruth 
field. 

Middle School – (59.88 acres) There is one almost-a-Middle-School field and one softball field. 

Myricks Field – (9.5 acres) This Little League sized field was recently donated to the Town.  Another 
contiguous 25 acres was donated and different committees will discuss the future use of those acres.  

Bridge-Village Heritage Park – (.5 acres) located at 70 Elm Street located along the Taunton 
River and Chuckamucksett Creek, and abutting the Berkley Dighton Bridge, contains benches 
and picnic areas.  It is the only town owned water access for canoes and kayaks.  There is not 
town owned property with water access for powerboats. 

Privately owned recreation land - the American Legion (2 acres) has been kind throughout the years 
by allowing children to play on two fields there.  One is for T-ball, and the other is a Farm sized field.  
The land next to the Legion has been sold, and it will affect the ball fields in some way. 

Table 7 - Inventory of Lands 

PROTECTED PARCELS      

      

PRIVATE ACRES RECREATIONAL 
POTENTIAL 

PUBLIC 
ACCESS 

DESIGNAT
ION 

PROTECTION 

      

Milko Farm 52 Medium None/Fee 61A Short Term 

Chamberlain 59 High None APR Perpetual 

Berkley/Myricks Airport 

Peirce property 

52.8 

73 

High 

Medium 

Yes 

Yes 

Land Trust 

Forest Trust 

Perpetual 

Perpetual 

Beagle Club 121 High None/Fee 61B Short Term 

Hathaway off Berkley St. 17 Low None 61A Short Term 

Moskal-Bay View Ave 65 Low None 61A Short Term 

Fernandes 70 Low None 61A Short Term 

Fournier/Holton Farms 180 Medium None 61A Short Term 
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Rapoza Farm off S. Main 56 Medium None 61A Short Term 

Friend Street Farms 75 High None APR Perpetual 

Cotley River Area 100 Medium None 61A Short Term 

Seymour Street Farms 60 Medium None 61A Short Term 

Paull Farms - Bryant St. 30 Low None 61A Short Term 

Sunflower Farm (Myricks) 42 Low None APR Perpetual 

Lucini Property 28 Low None Wildland 
Trust 

None 

PUBLIC ACRES RECREATIONAL 
POTENTIAL 

PUBLIC 
ACCESS 

DESIGNAT
ION 

PROTECTION 

      

Town of Berkley (Multiple) 16 Low None Municipal Short Term 

Town of Berkley (see below) 200+     

Middle School 60 High Excellent Municipal Long Term 

Town Common  High Adequate Municipal Long Term 

Transfer Station  Low Adequate Municipal Long Term 

Municipal Buildings  High Adequate Municipal Long Term 

Fire Rescue Building  Med Excellent Municipal Long Term 

Berkley’s Community 
School 

16 High Excellent Municipal Short Term 

Myrick and Anthony 
Ballfields 

56 High Excellent Municipal Short Term 

Dighton Rock State Park 92 High Excellent State Short Term 

Berkley State Forest 6 Low Minimum State Short Term 

Bridge Village Heritage Park .5 High Excellent Municipal Long Term through 
private committee 

UNPROTECTED 
PARCELS 

     

      

PRIVATE ACRES RECREATIONAL 
POTENTIAL 

PUBLIC 
ACCESS 

DESIGNAT
ION 

PROTECTION 

      

Couto/Hambly Parcels 130 High None None None 

Route 24 Parcels (mutiple) 250 Medium None None None 

Dighton Rock area Farms 100 High None None None 
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Assonet Neck South 72 High None None None 

Assonet Bay Parcels 100 High None None None 

Hospital Hill Area 75 High None None None 

Berkley Bridge Parcels 5 High None None None 

Berkley St Parcels near APR 75 High None None None 

Please note: The problems with these fields are addressed in the goals sections (6 and 8 below). 

 

 

ACCESS FOR THE HANDICAPPED TO PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 

Berkley has four special features: Namely, our common, Bridge Village Heritage Park, Dighton Rock 
State Park and the Athletic Association’s fields.   

Berkley Common has the Library area where outside events are held in the parking area and the 
surrounding grass area.  The area from the north entrance, the front of the Old Town Hall and to the 
south entrance has a well packed dirt driveway and surrounding the Old Town Hall are used for many 
town events (Memorial Day ceremony, the Christmas “lights on Ceremony”, Car Show, Flea Market, 
Band Concerts, Berkley’s October Fest, etc.) There is a good-sized playground that is used constantly 
and includes a new “jungle gym that is wheelchair accessible.  The regulation little league baseball 
field that is under the BAA’s care. The remaining common area is all open grassy space. 

Dighton Rock State Park consists of grassy and dirt areas.  The Museum is handicapped accessible. 

The Athletic association’s facilities consist of the use of the American Legion’s baseball field, the 
Myrick Street baseball field and the school fields.  The Association is in the process of building a 
sports complex. It is expected to be complete in the 2003 and plans are to have it completely 
handicapped accessible. 

Bridge Village Heritage Park offers a respite along the Taunton River and Chuckamucksett Creek for 
picnicking, water access, and enjoying the nature of the Taunton River.  Families can often be seen 
feeding ducks or fishing from the river bank.  There is a designated parking space for handicapped 
vehicles. 

All areas are accessible and may be used comfortably with a cane but help may be needed if using a 
wheelchair.   
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Table 8 – Berkley Common Fields 

ADA Survey      

The Berkley Common     

Compliance Guidelines for Section 504 Self-Evaluation  

      

  Conforms ?   

Category Section Yes No N/A - None Comments 

      

Ramps    X   

Parking Entire  X  Not Paved or Stripped. No Signs 

Surface 23.9 X   Gravely surface, uneven but passable

Site Access Entire X   Gravely surface, uneven but passable

Entrance Entire   X   

Stairs Entire   X   

Doors Entire   X   

Restrooms Entire   X   

Shower Rooms Entire   X   

Drinking Fountain Entire   X   

Telephones Entire   X   

Signs Entire   X Informational Signs only 

Switches/Controls Entire   X No public switches or controls 

Ball Fields  X     

Seating  X   Open viewing all sides 

Playground Equip.  X   Equipment is accessible 

Basketball Court  X     

Picnic Tables  X   Table are wheelchair accessible 

Trash cans  X     

Trails    X No Trails 

Boat Docks    X   

Fishing Facilities    X   

Programming       

Services/Technical Assistance   X  No information on permitting process
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Table 9 – Dighton Rock State Park Fields 

ADA Survey      

Dighton Rock     

Compliance Guidelines for Section 504 Self-Evaluation  

      

  Conforms?   

Category Section Yes No N/A - None Comments 

      

Ramps       X   

Parking Entire   X   Paved. One HC Designation 

Surface 23.9 X     Gravely surface, uneven but passable

Site Access Entire X     Gravely surface, uneven but passable

Entrance Entire     X   

Stairs Entire     X   

Doors Entire  X      

Restrooms Entire  X     “port-a-johns”, one accessible 

Shower Rooms Entire     X   

Drinking Fountain Entire     X   

Telephones Entire     X   

Signs Entire     X Informational Signs only 

Switches/Controls Entire     X No public switches or controls 

Ball Fields          

Seating         

Playground Equip.      X  

Basketball Court      X   

Picnic Tables     X   Table are not  wheelchair accessible 

Trash cans      X   

Trails       X No Trails 

Boat Docks       X   

Fishing Facilities   X      

Programming       X   

Services/Technical Assistance     X   No information on permitting process
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Table 10 – Myricks Ball Fields 

ADA Survey      

Myricks Ball Fields     

Compliance Guidelines for Section 504 Self-Evaluation  

      

  Conforms ?   

Category Section Yes No N/A - None Comments 

      

Ramps       X   

Parking Entire   X   Not Paved or Stripped. No Signs 

Surface 23.9 X     Gravely surface, uneven but passable

Site Access Entire X     Gravely surface, uneven but passable

Entrance Entire     X   

Stairs Entire     X   

Doors Entire     X   

Restrooms Entire  X     “port-a-johns”, one accessible 

Shower Rooms Entire     X   

Drinking Fountain Entire     X   

Telephones Entire     X   

Signs Entire     X Informational Signs only 

Switches/Controls Entire     X No public switches or controls 

Ball Fields   X       

Seating         

Playground Equip.      X  

Basketball Court      X   

Picnic Tables      X  

Trash cans      X   

Trails       X No Trails 

Boat Docks       X   

Fishing Facilities      X   

Programming       X   

Services/Technical Assistance     X   No information on permitting process
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Table 11 – Bridge Village Heritage Park 

ADA Survey      

Bridge Village Heritage Park     

Compliance Guidelines for Section 504 Self-Evaluation  

      

  Conforms ?   

Category Section Yes No N/A - None Comments 

      

Ramps       X   

Parking Entire   X   Clamshell surface  

Surface .5 X     Clamshell and mulch uneven but passable

Site Access Entire X     Uneven but passable 

Entrance Entire     X   

Stairs Entire     X   

Doors Entire     X   

Restrooms Entire  X      

Shower Rooms Entire     X   

Drinking Fountain Entire     X   

Telephones Entire     X   

Signs Entire  X    Handicap parking and Informational Signs 

Switches/Controls Entire     X No public switches or controls 

Ball Fields     X     

Seating   X      

Playground Equip.     X   

Basketball Court     X    

Picnic Tables   X    Handicapped accessible picnic table 

Trash cans     X    

Trails      X  No Trails 

Boat Docks    X     Water access for canoes and kayaks 

Fishing Facilities   X     From riverbank 

Programming      X    

Services/Technical Assistance     X    
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MAP # 6 – PARCEL IDENTIFICATION
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SECTION 6 – COMMUNITY GOALS 

DESCRIPTION OF PROCESS 

Using the information gleaned from both the 1994 survey and the February 2000 charette, led by 
University of Massachusetts planning professors, the committee sought more information from 
residents in different sections of the town.   

On five occasions, a member of the committee made presentations to the Board of Selectman.  This 
was for updating them on the committee’s activities, as well asking for advice regarding certain town 
issues.  The local cable station transmitted these presentations live, thereby reaching residents 
interested in the issues of the town. 

Committee members occasionally went on the program Berkley Beat, a weekly show that is dedicated 
to informing residents about events, awards, committee work, etc.  Interviewers asked questions 
relating to land use in town, natural resources, preservation of land through APR’s and trust, the coffee 
hours, and status of the plan itself. 

At the annual Octoberfest (1999) held at the Town Common, the plan had its own display table.  We 
had easels that held our maps of natural resources, aquifers, wetlands, etc.  We also had the first draft 
of the plan available for perusal.  We gave a brief survey (to twenty willing participants) regarding 
their wishes for open space and recreation.  These reflected (on similar scale that the 1994 
SRPEDD/UMASS survey) the desire of residents to retain some of the rural character that makes 
Berkley a desirable place in which to live. We also had maps/displays at 2000 & 2001 Octoberfests. 

Finally, one of the members has been writing a monthly column in the Berkley Bridge introducing 
residents to issues relating to open space, resource protection, and municipal costs related to home 
building versus retaining open space, etc.  It is difficult to assess the impact the cable programs and 
newspaper articles have had on the public at large.  However, the information is “out there” and 
available to those interested, and this is positive movement in and of itself.  Residents have offered 
their help to committee members, and given positive responses to the programs and articles. 

It is from these planned discussions, coffee hours, large and small surveys and informal interactions 
with residents that the committee has formed its goals. 

STATEMENT OF OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION GOALS 

The Town of Berkley seeks to preserve the country character; protect its precious natural resources of 
air, water, soil, and habitats; ensure public access to the Taunton River, forests, and fields; and create 
neighborhood recreation areas.  The permanent protection of and provision of access to open space 
significantly enhances the quality of country life.  The Town’s focus is on the protection and proper 
management of open spaces according to their use, rather than on land acquisition alone.  Therefore, 
agricultural and forest lands should be permanently protected and managed to conserve air, water, soil, 
and habitats.  Wherever possible, these lands should be considered in conjunction with appropriate 
protection and management strategies of wild lands to ensure that habitats are contiguous and large 
enough to maintain viable populations.  Land acquisition efforts should be focused on parcels that 
cannot be preserved by any other means or on parcels that meet specific public needs, such as access 
or aquifer protection.  New development should be planned so that impact on ecologically sensitive 
areas is minimized and aesthetics maintained.  Active recreation areas should be created in both old 
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and new neighborhoods to meet the social and recreational needs of a growing population.  The town 
also seeks to preserve cultural and historic resources wherever possible.  Finally, the Town of Berkley 
should work cooperatively with surrounding communities to meet these goals. 
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SECTION 7 – ANALYSIS OF NEEDS 

The community of Berkley is a town under siege.  The population’s doubling within the past ten years, 
the discovery by developers that we are a prime target for comprehensive housing developments, and 
the commuter train’s proximity have all contributed to the destruction of open space and a rural feeling 
here. 

Summary of Resource Protection Needs: 

In the 1994 Survey and the Charette in 2000, the citizens who participated were overwhelmingly clear 
that they wished Berkley to remain a rural community.  Although it may be too late to retain that 
designation, people would still desire having some open space and natural places to enjoy.  If it is too 
late to create greenways here, people would appreciate pockets of space and forest.  If we didn’t 
protect the aquifer when we built the new Middle School, we at least need to not destroy other aquifers 
or recharge areas with large developments in the future. 

Because we all have private wells, Berkley needs available and clean water to drink.  We need to 
protect the wetlands, vernal pools, the Assonet and Taunton Rivers and all their tributaries.  We need 
ongoing monitoring of these precious waterways for the future use by future residents. We also need a 
serious information campaign to inform residents as to the importance of water quality protection and 
conservation, especially with the sensitivity and limitedness of our aquifer upon which all of Berkley’s 
population relies.   New residents, coming from areas where city water supplies provided for lawn 
sprinklers and other exploitations of water need to be informed of the precious and limited supply of 
water in Berkley.  

The other resource that needs to be considered and protected is the natural habitat of the creatures that 
have inhabited Berkley for thousands of years. Although they do not contribute to the tax base, they 
are necessary to the food chain and to a difficult-to-describe sense of balance to the lives we live.  If 
the entire habitat were destroyed or built upon, there would be no wild things except for some birds, 
and some squirrels.  Our lot sizes would be the only thing to distinguish us from our city-neighbor, 
Taunton.  If we don’t protect water and land resources now, the quality of life, and many life forms 
themselves will decrease or be eliminated. 

Summary of Community’s Needs: 

On the physical level, Berkley needs some increased options in its recreational offerings.  There is one 
playground, one State Park, one public park, numerous ball fields and a few basketball courts.  There 
is no town bicycle or pedestrian trails, tennis courts, or skating ponds.  There are over 6,000 people 
here and too few sports to play.  Other than Bridge Village Heritage Park, there are no specific areas 
for the disabled or ‘handicap’ to gather for recreation or nature enjoyment.  Strong people in 
wheelchairs or with helpers can roll across the fields to watch family and friends play. 

On the political level, the community needs to learn that supporting the idea of more facilities, 
recreational areas and protecting resources is absolutely impossible without resident commitment to 
work on committees and to pay for these improvements and their maintenance.  Some percentage of us 
believes that the ‘State should provide these things’ or question ‘why should I pay?’  These questions 
and concomitant behaviors reflect a societal gap in understanding of the connections between what we 
work for being directly related to what we receive.  Until this gap is reached both inwardly, within the 
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psyche, and outwardly, in the outlay of personal energy and funds, Berkley cannot move forward with 
any of these goals.  The need for this understanding cannot be overstated. 

Management Needs, Potential Change of Use 

The Town has recently and hesitatingly begun inter-departmental meetings, which were formed with 
the intent of improving communication between offices, boards and committees, as well as to inform 
each other about tasks each performs.  There has been one since February 2000 when these meetings 
were suggested at the Charette.  A second was cancelled due to snow. It was an opportune time for 
members of these boards and committees to review their motivations for serving, their effectiveness, 
and possible conflicts of interest within their work.  If these can be re-started, it would be to 
everyone’s benefit. It is also equally important for the currently uninvolved residents to consider 
seriously what skills they could contribute to aid the health of the community, and then actively pursue 
that participation in Town activities. 

Relative to the protection of resources mentioned above, the current energy in Town does not appear 
to be used for this purpose. This resource protection work needs to become a focal point and priority 
of numerous committees, coordinated in their efforts. 

As mentioned in Section 5 “Other Resources”, there are currently a handful of gravel pits in Town 
whose future use is unknown.  There is the possibility that at least one could have some recreational 
use.   

 

Regional Open Space Plan 

 

Regional Open Space Plan Alliance  

In an area with rapid growth and strong development pressures, open space plans provide a guide for 
preservation of the most essential areas within a community. The Regional Open Space Alliance 
(ROSA) is one of the first in the region to take a regional approach to preserving our natural resource. 
ROSA is made up of representatives from four communities (Berkley, Fall River, Freetown and 
Lakeville), along with non-profit partners, with technical support provided by SRPEDD. ROSA was 
being funded for an eighteen-month study from 2006-2007 through a grant from the Sheehan Family 
Foundation as part of the Taunton River Campaign efforts. The efforts of the Regional Open Space 
Alliance will bring communities together to develop strategies to protect these critical regional 
resources.  

 

The goals of ROSA are to:  understand and preserve commonly shared land as an intact ecosystem and 
regional resource; develop a strong coalition of municipalities, citizens, non-profits and agencies for 
planning and implementing public education, land use, recreation, historic preservation, and 
conservation strategies within the study area, and; develop regional priority actions for the existing and 
forthcoming Open Space and Recreation Plans in the four communities. The priority actions for the 
four communities are located in the Appendix. 
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The members of the Regional Open Space Alliance (ROSA) have been given the trust of their 
respective communities to work together to protect and preserve our commonly shared land and 
resources. The Town of Berkley appointed Marge Ghilarducci, a standing member of the Berkley 
Historical Commission to represent the community. 

 

 

 

 

Taunton River Wild and Scenic Stewardship Plan 

The Taunton River Wild and Scenic designation is representative of the culmination of over eighteen 
years of local planning, stewardship and advocacy efforts on the Taunton River. The study began in 
the upper reaches of the Taunton River back in 1988 with the Upper Taunton Conservation and 
Management Plan. This group then formed the Taunton River Watershed Alliance (TRWA). One of 
the chief regional recommendations of the TRWA was to seek Wild and Scenic River status for the 
Taunton River.  

 

In October of 1999, Congressional hearings were held thanks to the legislation submitted by the 
Massachusetts delegation of Representatives Moakley, Frank and McGovern, and Senators Kerry and 
Kennedy. The following year President Clinton signed the Taunton River Study Bill into law, 
authorizing funding to undertake the Taunton River Wild and Scenic River Study. In 2002, 
Congressional Representatives Frank, McGovern and Lynch sought to include the lower Taunton 
River communities into the study. This would include the area from the Forge River in Raynham to 
the Mount Hope Bay in Somerset and Fall River. The study area was extended and the study was 
renamed the Taunton River Wild and Scenic Study to reflect the inclusion of the lower portion of the 
river. At this time 10 communities became apart of the Wild and Scenic Study area they included: 
Bridgewater, Halifax, Middleboro, Raynham, Taunton, Berkley, Dighton, Somerset, Freetown and 
Fall River. 

 

A stewardship plan was developed as part of this process and adopted by the ten communities along 
the Taunton River. It was at this juncture At this juncture in the process the committee name was 
changed to reflect the completed study period to the Taunton River Stewardship Council. The council 
consists of volunteers appointed by their respective Boards of Selectmen or Mayors, and 
representatives from the National Park Service, the Massachusetts Riverways Program, the Wildlands 
Trust of Southeastern Massachusetts, The Nature Conservancy, Save the Bay, the Taunton River 
Watershed Alliance, SRPEDD and the Natural Resources Trust of Bridgewater.  

 

The Taunton River Stewardship Council adopted the following goals: 

 

 To understand, preserve and restore the Taunton River corridor as an intact river ecosystem 
and regional resource.  
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 To develop a strong coalition of municipalities, citizens, non-profits and agencies for planning 
and implementing public education, land-use, recreations and conservation strategies for the 
Taunton River. 

 

 To secure designation of the Taunton River as a National Wild and Scenic River 

 

A shoreline survey was conducted on eight of the major tributaries to the Taunton River. This included 
the Winnetuxet River, Nemasket River, Town River, Forge River, Three Mile River, Segregansett 
River, and the Assonet River. Included in the Assonet River Shoreline Survey are actions to be taken 
to preserve and protect the river. One of the actions from the plan was to turn the Shoreline Survey 
Volunteers into an Open Space Committee to create the first Open Space Plan in Freetown. A great 
many thanks for the Assonet River Shoreline Survey Volunteers for continuing the efforts laid-out in 
the Shoreline Survey Action Plan.  For more information concerning the Taunton River Wild and 
Scenic Designation visit the website: www.tauntonriver.org 

 

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

 

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation Services completed a Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) in 2000 called Massachusetts Outdoors. This is a five-year plan 
developed by each state to be eligible for Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grants. 
It is the state’s Open Space and Recreation Plan and provides a regional overview for the entire state. 
This plan will help guide numerous acquisitions, maintenance and program decisions. It also provides 
important insight into Massachusetts’s needs for future planning of open space and recreation. 

 

Southeastern Massachusetts is ranked the third largest in population at 1.1 million and growing 
rapidly. The federal government currently has no single land holding of regional significance. The 
State owns nearly 50,000 acres of protected land in the region. 

 

In a statewide survey, the Southeastern Region ranked their three most popular individual activities as 
swimming 60.1%, tours and events 57.3%, a walking at 57.1% in terms of interest to residents. Other 
areas of interest included playground activities, fishing, hiking, golfing, watching wildlife, nature 
study, sunbathing, biking, skiing (downhill), non-motorized boating, and canoeing. Table 7-1 reveals 
the overall percentage of participation rate of activities in the Southeastern Massachusetts Region 
compared to the percentage statewide responses.  (See Table  
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Table 7-1 
Participation Rate in Activies in Southeastern Region  

  
Recreational Area Statewide (% of 

Respondents) 
Southeastern (% of 

Respondents) 

Field-based Activities     

 Baseball 6.4 1.9 

 Basketball 5.6 2.5 

 Football 2.1 1.3 

 Golfing 24.7 24 

 Ice Skating (rink) 0.1 0 

 Playground activity 26.1 37.9 

 Soccer 2.6 0 

 Tennis 2.2 0.7 

 Toddler activity 5.5 5.2 

 Volleyball 2.5 1.7 

Passive Recreational Activities     

 Photography/painting  5 1.5 

 Picnicking 22.6 17.5 

 Sightseeing, tours, events 54 57.3 

 Sunbathing 19.6 17.3 

 Watch wildlife, nature study 21.7 23.7 

Trail-based Activities     

 Biking (mountain) 12.5 9.6 

 Biking (road) 15.8 18.3 

 Horseback riding 0.8 1.1 

 Off-road vehicle driving 0.7 0.9 

 Roller blading/skating 2.7 4.2 

 Running/ jogging 3.9 4.3 

 Skiing (downhill) 7.6 10.9 

 Snowmobiling 0.9 0 

 Walking 56.5 57.1 

Water-based Activities     

 Boating (motorized) 8.2 9 

 Boating (non-motorized) 7.8 14.1 

 Canoeing, rafting 8.5 13.6 

 Fishing 26.5 34.2 

 Hockey (natural water bodies) 0.3 0 



 62

 Ice Skating (pond, lake or 
natural water bodies) 

1.8 3.3 

 Sailing 2.5 5.1 

 Surfing 0.9 0.9 

 Swimming 54.6 60.1 

 Water skiing/ jet skiing 1.9 0.7 

Wilderness Activities     

 Camping 7.7 9.1 

 Hiking 30.8 32.6 

 Hunting 2.7 3.5 

 

Most residents in this region had higher levels of satisfaction with most resources than residents in 
other regions. Even so, the average trip to a state forest is the second highest, at 20 miles each way. 
The results of the survey revealed residents in this region travel least often to rivers, streams, and 
ponds and lakes resources while traveling the furthest average distance to other resources. 

 

Residents in Southeastern Massachusetts favored maintaining and restoring existing facilities as well 
as improved access for people with disabilities. Other areas of importance included expanding 
environmental programs, providing guides an maps, purchasing of new outdoor recreational areas, 
improving access via public transportation, increase park police and staff. 

 

A list of policies and recommendations were complied from the Massachusetts Outdoor 2000 Plan. 
They include six major themes: 

 

1. Resource protection, stewardship, restoration and enhancement 

2. Education and information 

3. Partnership 

4. Funding 

5. Access 

6. Maintenance 

The final step is to update an implement the policies, recommendations and strategies. EOEEA is 
committed to this process, but ultimately this plan serves the people of Massachusetts and without 
their support and encouragement it cannot be an effective planning tool. 
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SECTION 8 – GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

As mentioned in Section 6, the major goal of the Town is to preserve open space, protect wildlife and 
its habitat, and create recreational areas.  Through years of discussion, work groups, and charettes, the 
residents have stated clearly that keeping the town rural, or at least having a country-like feeling is the 
major goal.  People feel that the open spaces, fields, forests and wildlife contribute to their quality of 
life, as well as to the overall beauty of the town. 

GOAL:  MAINTAIN RURAL AND UNSPOILED CHARACTER 

Objectives: 

 Permanently protect prioritized land through the use of land trusts, agricultural preservation 
restrictions, and permanent conservation restrictions. 

 Explore with Planning Board ways for the Town to manage growth and retain the attractive 
scenery, considering by-law changes, historic districts, different densities, etc. 

 Increase public access to rivers. Including a boat ramp for power boats at Dighton Rock State 
Park and /or other Berkley sites in conformance with Massachusetts Law. 

 Work with Finance Committee to explore applying for grants for land preservation and 
recreational uses, as well as creating a permanent fund to be used for land preservation, habitat 
protection and recreation. 

 With the Assessors, find/create incentives for owners of large parcels to keep them open. 

 

GOAL:  PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES AND HABITATS 

Objectives: 

 Using the aquifer and recharge area map, work with appropriate committees in Town to protect 
those areas from unhealthful uses.  Find site(s) for possible Town wells.  

 Monitor the health of streams and brooks.  Upon finding any conditions, which would be 
injurious to humans or wildlife, take corrections to clean it/them up. 

 Perform biological surveys of areas identified as containing rare wildlife.  Protect the habitats 
necessary for their survival. 

 Participate in regional groups interested in preserving the integrity of the water resources, in all 
its forms.  Protect the globally rare fen in Freetown, just down the hill from the Berkley-
Freetown line.  Coordinate efforts with Freetown. Inform the State Transportation/Highway 
Department. 

 Working with appropriate committees, protect the globally rare habitats and species, which are 
affected by uses within our Town. 

 Continue to map, certify and protect vernal pools.  Train more people to do so. 

 Protect undeveloped shoreline and work with property owners to implement management plans 
that repair and restore ecosystems (e.g. limited use of fertilizer/pesticides, 
erosion/sedimentation control, limited disruption of the hydrology that creates wetlands, etc.) 
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GOAL:  ESTABLISH LAND-USE AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROLS TO MANAGE GROWTH 

Objectives: 

 Creation of a farmland protection zone(s), aquifer protection overlay district, and specific areas 
for mixed use development (i.e. residential / commercial / light industrial) 

 Establish Transfer of Development Rights program.  Research and define at least two areas of 
town that could serve as transfer and receiving zones.  Transfer zones should be areas where 
the town agrees should be protected from development.  Receiving zones should be areas 
where the town would like to see development encouraged.  Creating a receiving zone that is 
also a historical preservation district may be a good idea. 

 Work with Planning Board to amend subdivision regulations to require / include guidelines for 
conservation subdivisions, and “green” eco-friendly subdivisions.  Encourage “green” 
construction and alternative energy power sources. 

 Pass a site-plan review by-law that allows planning board to require new developments to 
abide by certain regulations for approval of permits.  This type of by-law should set an 
achievable standard for new developments, and should not be designed to limit development. 

 Consider creating and adopting regional planning policies with other Towns.  A Regional Open 
Space Alliance (ROSA) was initiated by SRPEDD in 2007.  The towns included in the 
Alliance are Berkley, Freetown, Lakeville and Fall River.  Continue contact with these towns 
for overlapping concerns and needs.  

 

GOAL: PROVIDE MORE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Objectives:  

 Explore the possibilities of creating a Recreation Department in cooperation with the 
Berkley Athletic Association. 

 Look for grants to help set-up and run recreation activities. 

 If there will be any hired personnel, it will be under the ADA hiring policies forbidding 
discrimination. 

 Research and then offer other recreational activities (individual and group), for all ages. 

 Create nature trails, for passive recreation. 

 Work with landowners to consider donating land for these purposes.  

 Increase public access to the two rivers.  This could include:  walking trails, wildlife 
observation posts, canoe or small boat ramps, and perhaps a small wading beach. 
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Map # 7 – Protection Goals
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SECTION 9 – FIVE-YEAR ACTION PLAN 

2008 

 Continue to research and investigate Berkley’s involvement with the Community Preservation 
Act (CPA).  Prepare and present Article for spring or special fall Town Meeting.  Educate the 
Town, through various means, to understand its usefulness to open space and recreation needs.  
Recruit members who would be responsible for follow-through of the CPA, if voted in. 

 Research grants to help fund the preservation of the prioritized areas in Town. Request help 
from related groups in Town. Contact Freetown to strategize protection of the globally rare fen. 

 Create an Open Space Committee, and delineate its relationships to Town Committees.  Meet 
on a Quarterly basis for overall review, with sub-groupings to meet on a more regular basis to 
do the action points.  

 Meet with other Towns’ OS&R Committee’s for purposes of regional coordination & 
protection. 

 Work privately with landowners who may be interested in donating to a land trust. 

 Provide support to local groups working in Town to protect, monitor, or preserve natural 
resources and open space. 

 Continue working relationships with other Town Committees.  

 Work with the Planning Board and the Conservation Commission to establish strict by-laws to 
protect aquifers and their recharge areas.  Establish policies to purchase/preserve those areas 
when they come up for sale. 

2009 

 Work with the Berkley Athletic Association to consider alternative recreational opportunities.  
Evaluate with them the pros and cons of being a separate entity.  Explore ways to offer other 
recreational activities accordingly. 

 Encourage a Master Plan for Berkley.  Support Town Planner concept. 

 Collaborate with Planning Board on presenting appropriate preservation and residential 
development by-laws to the Town residents for their approval. 

 Work with Historical Commission to preserve important structures/areas in Town.  Promote an 
Historic District, if appropriate.  Initiate an Archeology Club for all ages.  

 Create and support educational opportunities to promote the awareness of the resources in 
Town.  These would include discussions on the local cable station, columns/letters in the local 
newspaper, bringing appropriate speakers to Town.  

2010 

 Revise open space map based on latest information from the Assessor’s Office. 

 Develop educational events/field trips with appropriate young children which will promote 
understanding of natural resources and the importance of its protection. 

 The Berkley Open Space should be included in the Berkley Schools education curriculum. 
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 Collect a group of volunteers to monitor and maintain open spaces preserved through this Plan.  
Work on ways to support and encourage them/us. 

2011 

 Begin reviewing the present Open Space & Recreation Plan.  Request appropriate 
guides/handbooks from the State for this purpose.  

 Continue to work to preserve the priority properties/areas in Town. 

2012  

 Explore what help the Town might need to accept a Town Planner, if that has not already 
happened. 

 Submit the updated and revised version of the Open Space Plan with the Commonwealth. 

 

. 
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SECTION 10 – PUBLIC COMMENTS 

We have received and enclosed letters of support from:  Berkley Planning Board, the Berkley Board of 
Selectmen,  Bill Napolitano, SRPEDD, Lenny Bellet from Save the Bay, and Fred Whitehouse, 
Strategic Planning Grant Committee and Berkley Citizen of the Year 2000. 
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SECTION 11 – REFERENCES 

LIST OF APPENDIX DOCUMENTS 

 Excerpts from Soil Survey of Bristol County, Northern Part, November 1978, USDA Soil 
Conservation Service & Massachusetts Agricultural Experiment Station. 

 Town of Berkley Community Aquifer Protection Planning Study-June 1988, IEP, Inc., 6 Maple 
St., Northborough, MA 01532. Excerpt: General Laws of Massachusetts, Chapter 88: Section 14- 
Landing Places. 

 1999 Commonwealth of Massachusetts ‘Cherry Sheet’ for the Town of Berkley, Massachusetts 
Dept. of Revenue, Division of Local Services, Municipal Data Bank. 

 Summary of Natural Features and Potential Conservation Priorities / Town of Berkley, The 
Wildlife Trust of Southeastern Massachusetts, 1999. 

 Excerpt: Berkley Shipbuilding, History of Berkley by Rev. Enoch Sanford, 1872. 

 Excerpt: Shipbuilding on the Taunton River, Taunton Daily Gazette, 3/25/1961. 

 Excerpt: The Bear Swamp Site: A preliminary Report, by Arthur C. Staples and Roy C. Athearn, 
Massachusetts Archeological Bulletin, date and edition unknown. 

 Berkley Goals Project Summary and Final Report, June 6, 1995, with Appendix. 

 Strategic Planning Grant Committee, in conjunction with the Massachusetts Executive, Office of 
Communities and Development; and the Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District. Map (10 plates): Absolute Development Constraints for the Town of 
Berkley, Spring 2000 with Methods Statement, Legend and List of Housing Sub-Divisions in 
Berkley since 1990. 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS BEING SENT WITH FINAL PLAN 

1. “Creating a Rural Resource Reserve:  Conserving the Green Heart of Southeastern 
Massachusetts” Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, Spring 2000. 

2. “Growth Management Options:  An Opinion Gathering Process”, Prof. John Mullin, UMASS 
Amherst:  Center for Economic Development.  Pp. 44-53.  Spring, 1995. 

3. Rare Species letter and charts (10/24/01) 5 pages – from Christine Vaccaro, Environmental 
Review Assistant for Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.   

4. Southeastern Massachusetts VISION 2020:  An Agenda for the Future.  SRPEDD, Old Colony 
Planning Council, Metropolitan Area Planning Council.  2000. 

5. Species list for Berkley’s Biodiversity Day, June 9-11, 2000. 

 

RESOURCE PEOPLE/ EXPERTS 

 Anderberg, Christie.  Project Mgr. (Mass.) Trust for Public Land. 

 Bedwell, James. Washington, D.C. – sent Design Guide For Accessible outdoor Recreation. 

 Berkley Assessors Office.  Mark Pettey, et. al.. 

 Berkley Historical Society.  Mary Andrews and Carol Mills. 
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 Calabro, Rachel.  Program Director “Adopt a Stream” Mass. Fisheries & Wildlife.  Trainer for 
stream monitoring. 

 Ecklund, Karl.  Created maps for Berkley’s Strategic Planning Committee (Nov. 1994) with a 
grant from EOCD. 

 Escher, Aaron.  Westport River Watershed Alliance.  Information about vernal pool 
certification workshop. 

 Estrella, John.  Berkley Athletic Association and population information for Plan. 

 Guimond, Greg.  SRPEDD, build-out information, and flagship lot advice. 

 Hayes, Lee.  Growth Mgmt. Committee of Marion (in the 90’s) Guest speaker to Town 
officials about the economics of open space, brought by our committee. 

 Johnson, Eric.  Mass. State Archives, for registration of Native American campsite on Assonet 
Neck. 

 Kenny, Leo.  Vernal Pool Association, Vernal Pool Training, Certifier. 

 McGowen, Jay.  Berkley Athletic Association, Info. Regarding sizes and types of ball fields in 
Town. 

 Modisette, Chris.  Southern New England Forest Consortium, speaker on “Dollars and Sense 
of Open Space” at forum at Bridegewater State College, June 1999. 

 Mass. GIS. – maps. 

 Mullin, Prof. John. Director of Center for Economic Development, UMASS Amherst.  Two 
visits to Berkley, author of Growth Management Options (for Berkley) Spring 1995. 

 Napolitano, Bill. SRPEDD.  Open Space & Recreation Plan advice. 

 Pacheco, Senator Marc.  Attended Build-out presentation.  Met with Assonet Neck residents 
regarding development fears there, 40B, Endangered Species Act, wetlands protection, and 
water table laws (08/01/01). 

 Randall, Murray.  Land owner who allowed stream monitoring team to visit the Cotley River. 

 Reid, Brian.  Biologist.  Visited Assonet Neck twice, wrote summary of Natural Features for 
the Wildlands Trust of SE MASS: gave advice regarding the certification of vernal pools. 

 Roberts, John (and Staff).  DEM Park Services at Dighton Rock State Park. 

 Sferra, Kathy.  (Wildlands Trust of SE MASS: now with Mass. Audubon) information on 
conservation restrictions 

 Shafer, Dick.  Executive Director of Industrial Development Commission regarding Taunton 
River Watershed Alliance “River Action Focus Teams”. 

 Shepard, Jack.  Mass. Fisheries and Wildlife – in process of procuring a small boat ramp for 
public access on the Taunton River (at Dighton Rock State Park). 

 Shriver, Adam.  Water Watch, Bristol Community College. 

 Speers, Susan.  Metacamet Land Trust, Advice for ranking preservation priorities on maps. 

 State Register of Historic Places – 2001.  Mass Historical Commission 
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 Vaccaro, Christine.  Environmental Review Assistant, Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 
Program.  Letter and charts (10/24/01) on Rare species in Berkley. 

 Williamson, Tobey.  Graduate student in the Center for Economic Development, UMASS 
Amherst.  Town Meeting voted unanimously to pay $3,000 for his help with researching, 
writing and providing the cover photo for the Plan 
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APPENDIX (ATTACHED) 


