
Public Meeting: Existing Conditions
Thursday - November 8, 2018 - 6:30 PM
Wareham Town Hall
54 Marion Road, Wareham, MA 02571

Route 6 Corridor Study



Project History
During the Marion Master Plan development, SRPEDD identified the need 
for a Route 6 Corridor Plan due to concerns about safety, vehicle speeds, 
and the lack of bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

Description
A comprehensive analysis of the current and future traffic conditions, 
intersection operations, bicycle, pedestrian, and public transportation 
facilities, land uses, and safety of the corridor. 

Geographic Extent
The study includes the state owned portion of Route 6 from Route 240 in 
Fairhaven, east to High Street in Wareham.

Study Summary



Study Phases

Phase 1: Existing Conditions
(Spring to Fall 2018)

Phase 1A: Data Collection & Analysis
Traffic data (volumes, speeds, classifications)
Crashes (intersections and roadway)
Pavement conditions
Bicycle, pedestrian, and public transportation facilities
Environmental features (wetlands, habitat areas, etc.)
Land use and zoning
Other data (signage, pavement markings, drainage, etc.)

Phase 1B: Stakeholder Meetings
MassDOT, Fairhaven, Mattapoisett, Marion, Wareham, Others

Phase 1C: Public Meetings - Existing Conditions
Two (2) meetings to allow for multiple participation opportunities



Study Phases

Phase 2: Future Conditions & Improvements 
(Winter 2018 to Spring/Summer 2019)

Phase 2A: Future Traffic Analysis
Assessment of the impacts related to new developments (known & 
potential)

Phase 2B: Future Improvements
Develop potential improvements (“short-term, low cost” to “long-
term, high cost”) 

Phase 2C: Public Meetings - Study Results
Two (2) meetings to allow for multiple participation opportunities



Public Engagement

Project Website Project Facebook

Public Survey
Route 6 Corridor Study Survey

1. Are you a resident or business owner in Fairhaven, Mattapoisett,

Marion, or Wareham?

Year-round resident

Year-round business owner

Year-round resident & business owner

Seasonal resident

Seasonal business owner

Seasonal resident & business owner

Not a resident or business owner

2. Do you live, work, or own property on Route 6 (from Route 240 in

Fairhaven to High Street in Wareham)? Select all that apply.

Yes, I live on Route 6

Yes, I work on Route 6

Yes, I own property on Route 6

No

3. How often do you typically drive/ride on Route 6 (from Route 240 in

Fairhaven to High Street in Wareham)?

Never

Once a week

2-3 times per week

4-5 times per week

More than 5 times per week

Over 500 Completed Surveys!



Stakeholder Meetings

August 2018

Fairhaven
Added New Boston Road Traffic Signal Analysis
Added Weeden Road intersection

Mattapoisett
Added River Road intersection
Added Prospect Road intersection

Marion
Added Hermitage Road intersection
Added Creek Road intersection

Wareham
Focus on Swifts Beach Road
Make corridor more walkable



Study Area

▪▪ Approx. 13 miles

▪▪ 26 Intersections
6 Traffic Signals
20 Stop Control

▪▪ All MassDOT owned

▪▪ Urban Minor Arterial

▪▪ 4 Lane Cross Section
(majority of study area)

▪▪ Sidewalk varies

▪▪ No formal bicycle 
facilities

▪▪ Limited public transit
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Study Area Intersections
FAIRHAVEN
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Study Area Intersections
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Study Area Intersections
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What We Have Heard

Public Survey

If you walk on Route 6, do you feel 
safe?

If you bike on Route 6, do you feel 
safe?

▪▪ 82% are year-round residents
▪▪ 64% travel on the corridor more than 5 times per week
▪▪ 45% are traveling to work; 26% are traveling for shopping
▪▪ 93% drive by car (alone)



What We Have Heard

Comments

It’s dangerous for pedestrians to cross Route 6.

Vehicles are traveling too fast - need to lower the speed limit.

Sidewalk maintenance needs to be improved.

Poor drainage and potholes are an issue.

Biking on Route 6 is dangerous.

Motorists are driving in inside lane to avoid poor pavement.



What We Have Observed

Physical Layout
▪▪ Travel lanes are narrow (10’6” to 11’)
▪▪ Very narrow painted shoulder (8” to 1’)
▪▪ Roadway curves create safety issues
▪▪ Numerous areas that naturally create higher speeds 
▪▪ Several angled “T-style” intersections (difficult sight distances)
▪▪ Drainage system has issues (standing water in outside lane)



What We Have Observed

Vehicle Traffic
▪▪ Trucks struggle to stay in the travel lanes at certain points
▪▪ Vehicle speeds can make entering and exiting the roadway 

challenging and dangerous
▪▪ Land uses have created precarious turning movements

Multi-Modal
▪▪ Utility poles located in center of sidewalk (isolated areas)
▪▪ Lack of separation from travel lane makes walking feel dangerous
▪▪ Biking is possible but not recommended



Existing Conditions: Traffic Volumes
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Existing Conditions: 85th Percentile Speeds
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Existing Conditions: Heavy Vehicle Percentages
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Existing Conditions: Intersection Operations
Fairhaven & Mattapoisett
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Existing Conditions: Crash Rates
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Existing Conditions: Crash Severity
Fairhaven & Mattapoisett
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Existing Conditions: Bicycle, Pedestrian & Transit Network

Some 
areas 
are 

great!

Some need 
work

Sidewalk Network
7.0 miles of sidewalk (both)
4.6 miles of sidewalk (north)
1.7 miles of sidewalk (south)

No formal bicycle facilities

GATRA Service
Onset/Wareham Link 1
Wareham-New Bedford Shuttle



Existing Conditions: Sidewalk Conditions
Fairhaven & Mattapoisett
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Existing Conditions: Transit Network

Onset/Wareham Link 1

Serving…
• Cromeset
• Cromeset Woods
• Swift’s Beach
• Town Hall
• Wareham Center
• Agawam Village
• Brandy Hill
• Cranberry Plaza
• Onset Village
• Public Library
• Glen Charlie Road
• Shangri-La
• W. Wareham
• YMCA
• Mill Pond Diner
• Main Street/Buzzards Bay

Effective – October, 2006
COMING SOON • Lakeville Shuttle • January 2006

Sponsored by…

Greater Attleboro Taunton
Regional Transit Authority

Tel: 1-800-433-5995
TDD: 508-824-7439

BUS SERVICE
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TIPS FOR RIDING
• Be at your stop about five minutes before 

the OWL is scheduled to arrive.

• Have exact fare ready.

• Allow other passengers to deboard before 
you board.

• When deboarding, use the handrail.

• In consideration of others while riding, 
please do not smoke, drink, eat or play 
a radio.

• Passengers may board the OWL along 
the route by waving to the driver as the 
vehicle approaches.

SERVICE HOURS
Monday through Friday 7:55 AM to 5:30 PM,

and Saturday 8:48 AM to 5:30 PM. 
No Sunday Service.

ACCESSIBILITY
All GATRA transportation is equipped with

accessibility for wheelchairs.
Please call 1-800-433-5995 

for more information.

Welcome aboard GATRA!
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PASSES AVAILABLE
AT THE FOLLOWING

LOCATIONS:
• Stop & Shop Cranberry Plaza

• Wareham C.O.A.

• Gleason Family Y.M.C.A.

• Wareham Pharmacy

• Wareham Free Library

ONSET

WAREHAM

LINK

September 22, 2015 

SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri: 7:15 AM to 5:45 PM • Sat 8:55 AM to 5:30 PM
No Sunday service or on the following holidays:

 New Years Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus 
Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day

Tips for Riding the Bus: 
• Passengers may board along the bus route by 
  waving to the driver as the vehicle approaches
• Respect fellow passengers. 
• Food & beverages are prohibited while riding the bus. 

• Music must be listened to with headphones and  
   cell phone use is restricted to emergency situations.
• After boarding the bus please sit down.  (If there 
   is standing room only please stand behind the line 
   and keep aisles clear).
• Please reserve front seats for persons with 
   disabilities or seniors. 
• Strollers and shopping carts must be folded and 
  removed from the aisle. 
• Only service animals are allowed on buses. 
• Do not cross in front of the bus after exiting;  
 wait until the bus has departed.  
• Groceries/packages limited to what passenger 
   can carry.  
       

All GATRA transportation is equipped with accessibility for wheelchairs.
 Please call 1-855-759-8900 for more information.

Links One, Two and Three arrive at Cranberry Plaza 30 minutes past the hour.
For pass sales locations and OWL service information, call 1-855-759-8900.

GATRA reserves the right to refuse transportation to any 
person under the influence of intoxicating beverages or drugs 
or to a person whose conduct or personal hygiene is such 
or likely to be such as to make them objectionable to other 
passengers.

Shaded area on Map = Area where the OWL bus may deviate to reach additional destinations. 
Deviation requests must be made in advance and are based on availability. 

Deviation requests cost an additional $1.00.

Tel: 1-855-759-8900
508-759-8900

TDD: 508-824-7439

Statewide access passes for individuals with disabilities 
are issued by GATRA. The access pass offers half-fares 
on public bus transportation systems throughout 
Massachusetts, including GATRA.

A Personal Care Attendant (PCA) may ride free when 
accompanying an individual with a disability on the 
fixed-route service. To ride free, PCAs must register 
with GATRA. GATRA schedules are available in various 
formats for people with a disability.

Cash Fares
Adults ............................................. $ 1.00
Senior Citizens (over 60)................ $   .50
Students or Disabled ..................... $   .50
Medicare Card Holders .................. $   .50
Children (under 6 years) ................  FREE

20 Ride Pass
Adults ............................................. $17.00
Senior Citizens (over 60)................ $  8.00
Students or Disabled ..................... $  8.00
Medicare Card Holders .................. $  8.00

Monthly Pass
Adults ............................................. $30.00
Senior Citizens (over 60)................ $15.00
Students or Disabled ..................... $15.00
Medicare Card Holders .................. $15.00

FARE INFORMATION
Exact Fare Required

Operated by A&A Metro

Serving…
• Cromeset
• Cromeset Woods
• Swift’s Beach
• Town Hall
• Wareham Center
• Agawam Village
• Brandy Hill
• Cranberry Plaza
• Onset Village
• Public Library
• Glen Charlie Road
• Shangri-La
• W. Wareham
• YMCA
• Mill Pond Diner
• Main Street/Buzzards Bay

Effective – October, 2006
COMING SOON • Lakeville Shuttle • January 2006

Sponsored by…

Greater Attleboro Taunton
Regional Transit Authority

Tel: 1-800-433-5995
TDD: 508-824-7439

BUS SERVICE
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TIPS FOR RIDING
• Be at your stop about five minutes before 

the OWL is scheduled to arrive.

• Have exact fare ready.

• Allow other passengers to deboard before 
you board.

• When deboarding, use the handrail.

• In consideration of others while riding, 
please do not smoke, drink, eat or play 
a radio.

• Passengers may board the OWL along 
the route by waving to the driver as the 
vehicle approaches.

SERVICE HOURS
Monday through Friday 7:55 AM to 5:30 PM,

and Saturday 8:48 AM to 5:30 PM. 
No Sunday Service.

ACCESSIBILITY
All GATRA transportation is equipped with

accessibility for wheelchairs.
Please call 1-800-433-5995 

for more information.

Welcome aboard GATRA!
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PASSES AVAILABLE
AT THE FOLLOWING

LOCATIONS:
• Stop & Shop Cranberry Plaza

• Wareham C.O.A.

• Gleason Family Y.M.C.A.

• Wareham Pharmacy

• Wareham Free Library

ONSET

WAREHAM

LINK

Bourne 
Park and 
Ride

YMCA

Mill Pond 
Diner

Wareham 
Crossing

June 9, 2018

Operated by PTM

Wareham
978-795-4404

Toll Free
844-358-4422

All GATRA transportation is equipped with accessibility for wheelchairs.
Please call 844-358-4422 for more information.

Links One, Two and Three arrive at Cranberry Plaza 30 minutes past the hour.
For pass sales locations and OWL service information, call 844-358-4422.

Cash Fares
Adults ............................................ $ 1.00
Senior Citizens (over 60) ................ $   .50
Students or Disabled ..................... $   .50
Medicare Card Holders ................. $   .50
Children (under 6 w/adult) ............. FREE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

New Bedford 
Terminal  

Southcoast 
Health System 

Route 6  at 
North St.    

Mattapoisett  

Route 6 at 
Route 105 

Marion 

Shaw’s/GNB 
Community 

Health Center 

Wareham   
Multi Service 

Center 

Cranberry 
Plaza 

7:30AM 7:42AM 7:55AM 8:06AM 8:12AM 8:14AM 8:26AM 

9:30AM 9:42AM 9:55AM 10:06AM 10:12AM 10:14AM 10:26AM 

2:00PM 2:12PM 2:25PM 2:36PM 2:42PM 2:44PM 2:56PM 

4:00PM 4:12PM 4:25PM 4:36PM 4:42PM 4:44PM 4:56PM 

7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

Cranberry 
Plaza 

Wareham 
Multi Service 

Center 

Shaw’s/GNB 
Community 

Health Center 

Route 6 at 
Route 105 

Marion 

Route 6  at 
North St.    

Mattapoisett  

Southcoast 
Health System 

New Bedford 
Terminal  

8:30AM 8:42AM 8:44AM 8:50AM 9:01AM 9:14AM 9:26AM 

10:30AM 10:42AM 10:44AM 10:50AM 11:01AM 11:14AM 11:26AM 

3:00PM 3:12PM 3:14PM 3:20PM 3:31PM 3:44PM 3:56PM 

5:00PM 5:12PM 5:14PM 5:20PM 5:31PM 5:44PM 5:56PM 

To Wareham 

To New Bedford 

Just Give Us A Wave! 

 

You can board the bus 
anywhere along the route by 

waving to the driver. 

The driver will stop where 
it is safe to do so.  

Wareham-New Bedford Shuttle



Existing Conditions: Geometry Issues
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Existing Conditions: Land Uses
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Let’s Recap

Traffic Volumes

Vehicle Speeds

10,000 to 15,000 vehicles per day

45 to 50 MPH

Heavy Vehicles 5 to 6 percent

Intersection Delay Most are Level-of-Service “B” & “C”

Crash Rates Most are Below Statewide Averages

Crash Severity Most are “Property Damage Only”

Sidewalk Network Mix of conditions

Bicycle Network Shared condition

Transit Network Limited service

Generally speaking:



Jed Cornock, AICP
Principal Comprehensive Planner
jcornock@srpedd.org
508.824.1367 ext. 318
www.srpedd.org

Questions?


