
GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Providing a range of housing 
opportunities for people of diverse 
incomes, ages, and family sizes (1998 
MP ).

Consider allowing a slightly higher 
density of dwelling units in order 
to limit the amount of open space 
consumed by new residential 
development (1998 MP).

COMMON QUESTIONS 

What types of housing are needed to 
accommodate the needs of residents?

Where should more housing be built?

How can older residents afford to stay 
in town?  How can young households 
afford to move to town?

GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Retain and attract local businesses 
that benefit the community by 
providing needed services, products, 
employment, and tax revenue (1998 
MP).

Priority Development Area (PDA) 
designations guide municipal 
decisions about zoning revisions, 
infrastructure investments, and 
conservation efforts (South Coast 
Rail Community Priority Areas 
Update).

COMMON QUESTIONS

What types of businesses belong in 
Norton?

Where should new business growth 
happen in town?

How can Norton compete with 
neighboring towns, the region, and 
the state to attract new businesses?

GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Accommodate all road users by 
creating a roadway network that meets 
the needs of individuals utilizing a 
variety of transportation modes (2017 
Complete Streets Policy). 

Improve pedestrian safety [and] create 
walkable neighborhoods (1998 MP, 
2018 OSRP).

Enhance the safety of key Intersections 
(1998 MP, 2018 OSRP).

Coordinate vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic and parking in commercial areas 
so that they function in an optimal 
manner (1998 MP).

Preserve the character of the town 
while improving traffic flow (1998 MP, 
2018 OSRP).

COMMON QUESTIONS

Are there any traffic safety or 
congestion issues in the transportation 
system?

Are there places in town where public 
transportation is needed?

Are there places in town where 
sidewalks or bike lanes make sense or 
are needed?

GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Prevent the loss of the rural, cultural, 
and historical qualities and assets of 
the Town (2018 OSRP).

Develop a coordinated wayfinding 
and signage model for town-wide, 
multi-use conservation and recreation 
properties, assets, and opportunities 
(2018 OSRP).

Expand and improve recreational 
opportunities that promote healthy, 
life-long experiences for residents of 
all ages and abilities (2018 OSRP).

Connect parks, playfields, and other 
public lands with walkways and 
bikeways to create a network of parks 
and open space within Norton and 
neighboring towns (1998 MP, 2018 
OSRP). 

COMMON QUESTIONS

What are Norton’s most important 
open spaces?

How can we add to existing open 
space networks (which are connected 
green spaces in town)?

What are the main recreation needs in 
town?

Transportation
& Circulation

Open Space
& Recreation

Economic 
DevelopmentHousing



GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Preserve the town’s “village” scale and 
character by physical design means
... which will preserve and enhance a 
sense of village identity (1998 MP).

Encourage a mix of uses and 
development patterns that bolster 
the historic character of the Village 
and provide a walkable environment 
(2019 Village Study).

Plan for a Town Center to create “a 
sense of place” in Norton (1998 MP).

COMMON QUESTIONS

How do we balance our town 
character with the need for economic 
growth? 

Are there parts of town that you 
would describe as rural or urban?

Are there locations where you think 
the town should grow more?

Are there other locations where the 
town should make sure no growth 
occurs?

GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Protect the quality and quantity of 
the Town’s ground and surface water 
resources (1998 MP, 2018 OSRP).

Preserve, protect, and restore critical 
natural resources and retain the 
integrity of existing intact habitat 
areas and fisheries/wildlife corridors 
(2018 OSRP).

Protect and enhance the Town’s 
natural environment for the benefit of 
the town’s existing and future citizens 
(1998 MP).

COMMON QUESTIONS

What are the town’s most important 
natural resources?  Where are they 
located?

What historical or cultural assets 
should the town promote and 
protect?

What is Norton’s culture and history?

GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Need for a multi-hazard mitigation 
plan (2018 MVP).

Manage storm water and 
institutionalize low-impact 
development goals in town bylaws 
(2018 MVP). 

Protect all significant unprotected 
historic resources [through] 
legal designation involving 
predevelopment reviews (1998 MP).

Monitor and communicate with the 
Town’s public and private educational 
institutions regarding their plans for 
growth and other activities that might 
impact the Town (1998 MP).

COMMON QUESTIONS

What is your “vision” for Norton in 
2040?  What’s different?  What’s the 
same?

What are the top 3 best things about 
living and working in town?

What are the top 3 hardest parts 
about living and working in town?

GOALS FROM PREVIOUS PLANS 

Renovate and expand Town offices 
needed to relieve overcrowding and 
poor conditions (1998 MP).

Preserve water quality in municipal 
wells [and] ensure an ample supply of 
potable water for current and future 
residents (1998 MP).

Identify and address septic system 
failures, [while] focusing sewer 
development on those areas of 
Town identified to receive the most 
intensive commercial, industrial, or 
residential development (1998 MP). 

COMMON QUESTIONS

What town-owned facilities are the 
most important to maintain?

Are there facilities or services that 
the town can improve?  What 
resources are available to make these 
improvements?

What role can volunteerism and 
service play in helping the town make 
the most of its limited resources?
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