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Section 1. Executive Summary 
 
The  following Raynham Open Space and Recreation Plan observations and  recommendations have 
been  developed  by  the  14‐member  2009 Open  Space  Plan Update  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
Board of Selectmen to review the 2002 Open Space Plan and to address the Town’s stated needs and 
goals. The 2002 Raynham Open Space Plan was completed by a committee utilizing a process  that 
was carried out over a  two year period and  involved monthly meetings, surveys, and public  input. 
Changes  to  the  2002  plan were made  to  reflect  current  conditions  and  recommendations.  These 
recommendations were subsequently presented to the citizens at a public meeting to get their input. 
The 2009 Open Space Plan Update Committee has re‐affirmed the over‐all direction of the Town with 
respect to preserving the Town’s rural character, which was established with the preparation of the 
Towns’ first Open Space Plan, titled 1989 Raynham Conservation and Recreation Plan, and with the 
goals of the 2002 Open Space Plan. 
 
A. PLAN SUMMARY 
The Town of Raynham has experienced dramatic growth  in the  last 10 years with a 14%  increase  in 
population from 2000 to 2010. The Town’s rural character with large treed lots, quiet ponds, and the 
Taunton  River  defines  its  history  and  its  future.  The  community  continues  to  prioritize  a  family‐
centered community rooted  in quality homes,  large  lots, and well‐funded schools and public safety 
services.  The  pressure  on  the municipal  tax  base  from  the  level  of  growth  and  the  overall  State 
economy has increased demands on limited public resources. Despite these demands the Town has 
continued  to  support  its  Park  and  Recreation  Department’s  efforts  to  improve  facilities  and 
programs, fund the expansion of sewer services, and add new wells and aquifer protection areas to 
protect groundwater resources. 
 
Due  to  a high  rate of development  in  the  Town of Raynham,  the  remaining  areas of open  space 
available  for  development  or  preservation  is  far  smaller  than  it  was  10  years  ago.  This  Plan 
documents  a  serious  increase  in  the  number  of  acres  of  new  residential  and  commercial 
development  in the past ten years, which  limits opportunities  for preserving open space  for  future 
generations. This Plan updates the inventory of Raynham open spaces, examines its open space and 
recreation needs, and develops a Plan of Action based upon the following goals: 
 

• Preserve and protect the natural resources of the Taunton River and its watershed 
• Establish a rural greenbelt of scenic and conservation interest 
• Maintain and expand recreation facilities, infrastructure, and programs 
• Improve access to rivers and ponds, and recreation and scenic areas 
• Use the powers and resources of Town government to accomplish goals 
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Section 2. Introduction   
 
A. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The purpose of this 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan is to update and add critical information to 
the Town of Raynham 2002 Open Space Plan, which provides a framework for continued protection 
of  open  space  areas  in  the  community.  Raynham’s  proximity  to  Boston  and  Providence  and  the 
accessibility  to  those  employment  centers  via  interstate  Route  24  and  I‐495  have  placed 
development  pressure  on  its  land  resources.  This  plan  provides  an  opportunity  to measure  the 
outcome of development, both  commercial  and  residential,  and provides direction  to boards  and 
commissions to manage growth and insure that the current quality of life experienced by residents is 
preserved for future generations.  
 
From 1990 to 2006 the Town of Raynham experienced the second highest growth rate (42%) among 
the  31  communities  that make  up  the  area  known  as  South  Eastern Massachusetts.  This  level  of 
growth  threatens  Raynham’s  rural  character.  By  the  end  of  2010,  Raynham  had  5,100  units  of 
housing. 480 units are listed under the State of Massachusetts’s Subsidized Housing Inventory List or 
9.4% of total housing units. As a consequence of this growth, Raynham completed a Master Plan  in 
2000.  The  2000 Master  Plan  created  a  Vision  Concept  Plan,  which  established  goals  in  shaping 
Raynham’s  growth,  including:  protecting  and  enhancing  open  space,  and  natural  and  historic 
resources;  facilitating  desired  residential,  commercial,  and  industrial  development;  and,  retaining 
and improving municipal facilities.   
 
The Town of Raynham is also one of the communities listed as a possible rail stop along the proposed 
South Coast Commuter Rail. It is anticipated that the rail will be started within the next 10 years and 
will further threaten the rural character of Raynham. It may also spur additional development along 
the rail line which affects portions of Raynham that are identified as Areas of Environmental Concern, 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) areas of rare species habitat, and areas 
of wooded swamp and wetlands.  
 
In order to reverse a trend toward urbanization, a number of protection strategies  identified  in the 
2000 Master Plan were more fully developed in the 2002 Open Space Plan and further developed in 
this 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan. First, a vision for resource protection was developed and 
refined.  This  vision  builds  on  the  work  of  the  Southeastern  Regional  Planning  and  Economic 
Development  District  (SRPEDD)  and  the  Raynham  Conservation  Action  Team  by  highlighting  the 
Taunton River  corridor  as  a priority  focus  area  for  resource protection  and  recreation.  Second,  in 
2008 SRPEDD worked with Raynham to identify Priority Protection and Priority Development areas in 
Raynham  (Appendix  7)  which  helps  to  steer  development  toward  the  appropriate  (priority 
development) areas and away from the critical  (priority protection) areas. Lastly, the acquisition of 
priority open space parcels as well as  the development of sidewalks and  trails  further  reinforces a 
smart growth approach towards resource protection and development in Raynham. 
 
B. PLANNING PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Town of Raynham 2002 Open Space Plan was prepared by  the consulting  firm of Larry Koff & 
Associates  and  Richard McCarthy,  Raynham’s  Town  Planner  in  2002.  The  2012  Open  Space  and 
Recreation  Plan was updated  from  the previous plan with  the  assistance of Marilyn Whalley,  the 
current Town Planner, and the 2009 Open Space Plan Update Committee appointed by the Board of 
Selectmen  in May of 2009. The 2009 Open Space Plan Update Committee  includes Town residents, 
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department heads, staff, and board members who had an interest in open space and recreation. The 
Taunton River Watershed Alliance is also represented. Many of these participants had participated in 
the preparation of the 2000 Master Plan and the 2002 Open Space Plan. This Committee met every 
other month over  a period of  two  years  to provide  in‐put  in  the development of  the 2012 Open 
Space and Recreation Plan. These meetings were posted public meetings. 
 
A public survey was prepared to solicit  input  from the citizens of Raynham to help  form the vision 
and highlight the priorities of the community relative to open space  issues. Surveys were placed as 
an  insert  in  the weekly newspaper,  the Raynham Call, and placed at municipal offices  such as  the 
Town Clerk, Assessors, Town Library, and Tax Collector’s office. Volunteers handed surveys out at the 
November 2009 Town Meeting,  surveys were  sent  to  recreation groups, and  it was placed on  the 
Town’s website. Two press releases were issued to notify the public of locations to obtain a survey. 
During this process, working group and focus group meetings were held with various staff who had a 
specific  interest  in  the  planning  process,  including:  the  Water  Department,  the  Recreation 
Department, and various regional open space planning groups. An Advisory or Steering Committee 
will be appointed by the Selectmen to monitor the progress of the plan. 
 
With substantial press coverage in the local newspapers, a public forum was advertised and held on 
June 30, 2011 to offer the draft Action Plan for public review and comment. Prior to the meeting, the 
Action  Plan  was made  available  in  the  library.  The  Town  website  was  identified  as  a  place  for 
providing comments. Letters of support from the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Board 
of  Selectmen,  and  SRPEDD  are  included  in  Section  10.  Public  Comments, which  indicates  broad 
support for this Plan. 
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Section 3. Community Setting   
 
A. REGIONAL CONTEXT  
The Town of Raynham  is  located  in central southeastern Massachusetts, at  the crossroads of  I‐495 
and Routes 24, 44 and 138  (Map 1). Raynham  is adjacent  to  the city of Taunton  to  the south and 
west, Easton and West Bridgewater to the north, and Bridgewater and Middleborough to the east. 
The Town is located in Bristol County, and within the Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District (SRPEDD) region.   
 
Raynham  is the  locus of regionally  important water resources,  including: the Hockomock Swamp  in 
northern Raynham, which is the largest swamp in New England; and, the Taunton River, which forms 
the  southern border of  the Town and eventually drains  into Narragansett Bay. Raynham  is at  the 
heart of the Taunton River watershed. In 2009, the federal government designated the Taunton River 
as part of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  The Town Planning Department and the Board 
of Selectmen work with Wildlands Trust and The Nature Conservancy to find opportunities to provide 
access  to  the  Taunton  River  through  land  protection  projects  along  its  course  in  Raynham.  In 
September 2008,  the 57‐acre  site called  the Oxbow was purchased by Wildlands Trust and efforts 
continue  to  try  to protect  adjacent  land  along  the River. Raynham’s  goal  is  to provide  canoe  and 
kayak access to the general public and to coordinate its efforts with Bridgewater and Taunton.   
 
A number of socioeconomic factors are impacting the ability to control growth and its effects on the 
environment.  Raynham’s  position  at  the  crossroads  of major  highway  arteries,  its  quality  school 
system, good housing stock, and its rural atmosphere has driven its high rate of growth in the last 10 
years. According  to U.S. Census Data, Raynham has experienced a 14% growth  rate  from 2000  to 
2010. This is one of the highest growth rates in the 27 communities that make up the SRPEDD region.  
 
Additionally, Raynham has been determined  to be a priority site  in  the South Coast Rail Plan  for a 
commuter rail train stop on the proposed new rail line. The State of Massachusetts determined that 
the  Taunton‐Raynham Greyhound  Racing  Track  on  Route  138  could  be  the  site  of  the  new  train 
station. The Town  just  completed a market analysis of  the area  to explore  the  feasibility of  three 
redevelopment  scenarios  that  might  occur  as  a  result  of  the  added  transportation  link.  These 
scenarios include: a Transit Oriented Development, which would include up to 400 housing units and 
retail spaces; an entertainment center based upon gaming; or, a commercial center. Map D shows 
the  location  of  the  proposed  commuter  rail  and  stops.  All  projects  would  have  an  impact  on 
environmental assets within the study area including the Hockomock Swamp. The study determined 
that  the new  rail  line  and  the potential development  at  the  train  station  location would have  an 
effect on the water and sewer  infrastructure  in that area. It has been determined that there would 
be minimal effect on  the aquifer, but  there  is constant  review and  input  from  the North Raynham 
Water District and the Central Raynham Water District on all rail line studies and plans.   
 
As part of the planning efforts for the South Coast Rail Plan, SRPEDD conducted systematic planning 
efforts  in  all  27  communities  in  its  region  to  determine  Priority  Development  (PD)  and  Priority 
Protection  (PP)  areas  in  each  town.  The  purpose  of  this  exercise  in  planning  was  to  encourage 
development  in areas  that  the community had  identified as viable and preferred  for development 
and  conversely,  to  identify  areas  in  each  town  that  residents  and  officials  had  determined were 
priority areas to protect.  The Raynham Study is included in Appendix 7, and its findings were used to 
help the 2009 Open Space Plan Update Committee further define open space goals and objectives. 



    Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

5 

B. HISTORY OF RAYNHAM 
Map A shows an inventory of historic and prehistoric sites in Raynham. 
 
Until 1620, the area of present day Raynham was  inhabited by a modest number of native people, 
who subsisted by fishing from the Taunton River, Lake Nippenickett, and Fowling Pond, hunting from 
the extensive marsh and swamp lands, and farming on prime land near the river. The first European 
settlement  in the section of Taunton which would  later separate and be called Raynham took place 
around 1652 near the junction of South Main Street and the Forge River. The Leonard Ironworks was 
established  in the vicinity of South Main and King Philip Streets. Local bogs provided abundant  iron 
ore, and  the Taunton River provided access  to potential markets  in Middleborough, Taunton, and 
Narragansett Bay. 
 
Early European residents carried out fishing and agriculture much like their native neighbors. In 1731, 
the population of Raynham was sufficient to found a meeting house and  incorporate as a separate 
township. By the time the Revolutionary War began, the population had increased to 940 residents, 
and  commercial production had become  a primary  economic  engine with  the  iron  industry  as  its 
mainstay. 
 
Through  the  19th  century,  residential  development  and  agricultural  uses  cleared what  had  been 
native pine, oak, and cedar forests. New manufacturing industries, such as shoe and soap production, 
came into Raynham. The Boston to New Bedford railroad opened in 1840 and brought new activity. 
Manufacturing uses gradually declined in Raynham in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and land 
formerly  used  for  industry  reverted  to  agriculture.  The  iron works,  the  founding  business  of  the 
Town,  closed  in  1883  after  operating  continuously  for more  than  230  years.  Overall  population 
increased very slowly, to about 1,500 at the turn of the century. 
 
The mid‐to‐late twentieth century began a development pattern that transformed Raynham into the 
suburban community it is today. New transportation connections to roads in the area, such as State 
Route 138 (completed in 1930), made the area more accessible and more attractive as a place to live. 
Construction or  improvements to Routes 24 and 44 also encouraged a different kind of commercial 
activity  for  Raynham, mostly  retail  businesses  that  would  take  advantage  of  the  Town's  central 
location  in  the  region. All  these  factors drove  an  increase  in housing,  especially  after  1945 when 
government policies favored the construction of new single‐family homes. In the 30 years from 1950 
to 1980,  the population of  the Town nearly quadrupled,  from 2,476  to 9,076. Completion of  I‐495 
through Raynham in 1982 further established the Town as a key player in the regional transportation 
system and its economy.   
 
New  residents  are  increasingly  attracted  to  Raynham  by  its  suburban  location  and  its  rural  small 
town  character.  Retail  and  service  businesses  have  replaced  agriculture  that  had  dominated  the 
landscape and economic base  for  the past 300 years.  Infrastructure  investments  including  I‐495, a 
town‐wide water  and  sewer  system,  and  possibly  the  re‐institution  of  regional  train  service will 
continue to accelerate the pattern of residential and commercial growth. 
 
C. POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 
The population of Raynham was 11,739  residents according  to  the 2000 U.S. Census.  In 2009,  the 
Town Clerk placed  the Town’s population at 12,593. As of  the 2010 U.S. Census  the population of 
Raynham was 13,383 residents. This represents a 14% increase in 10 years. As mentioned previously, 
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the Town is a member of SRPEDD’s region. Raynham’s central location within this region has had an 
impact on its growth making it one of the fastest growing communities among the 27 communities in 
SRPEDD’s region. 
 
The Town of Raynham experienced tremendous growth  in both home construction and population 
between 1960 and 1980  (an  increase  in households of 1,716 or 146% and a population  increase of 
4,935 persons or 119%). Between 1980 and 2000, however, growth slowed  to 29.2%, which  is still 
twice the rate of growth of the 27 communities that make up the SRPEDD region at 14%. The current 
lower growth rate of 14% in the last 10 years is the result of a number of factors, many of which have 
also become regional and national trends. These  include: a decrease  in the number of persons per 
household as  the number of  single‐person and  single‐parent households has  increased; an overall 
increase  in  life  span  allowing  residents  to  remain  in  their  homes  longer  than  in  the  past;  and,  a 
decrease  in  the number of children per household. Most  forecasters predict  that  these  trends will 
continue at least for the foreseeable planning period (10‐20 years). In addition, a number of changes 
to Raynham’s land use regulations over this period may have contributed to this decrease in growth, 
as well as a limited amount of land currently available for the construction of multi‐family dwellings. 
 
Raynham’s  population  has  increased  by  approximately  5,000  people  since  1970  or  about  a  75% 
increase in 30 years. Raynham’s increase in population since 1970 has been higher than that of many 
of  its  neighbors.  This  growth  came  as  a  result  of  Raynham’s  location  between  two  employment 
centers, Boston and Providence, and  its easy access to  I‐495 and Route 24. The density per square 
mile  is at 574 persons, which  is  low  in comparison  to  the SRPEDD  region at 765.5 persons/square 
mile  and  Massachusetts  State  at  810  persons/square  mile.  However,  the  Raynham  population 
density has more than doubled  in the  last 40 years. As of the 2000 U.S. Census, Raynham’s median 
family  income  was  $68,449,  which  was  higher  than  Bristol  County  at  $53,733,  and  higher  than 
Massachusetts at $61,554.  In 2009, the American Community Survey showed the Raynham median 
family  income  had  risen  to  $89,632.  Only  4.1%  of  the  population  lives  below  the  poverty  level, 
compared  to  10.2%  in  Bristol  County  and  6.7%  in Massachusetts.  Under  Raynham  employment 
statistics for 2007, 33% of residents are employed in retail, 14% in accommodation and food services, 
and 15% in manufacturing (SRPEDD). 
 
Unemployment  in November 2010 was at 7.8%, slightly better  than  the State at 8.1%. The highest 
Raynham  unemployment  rate  in  the  last  12  months  was  10.4%  in  January  2010  (Workforce 
Development). The  largest employer  in Raynham  is a  Johnson &  Johnson company named Du Puy, 
which  designs  surgical  appliances,  and  employs  over  1,500  people.  The  Taunton‐Raynham 
Greyhound  Racing  Track  once  employed  850  people,  but  the  law  banning  greyhound  racing  has 
diminished employment to less than 100 people. 
 
Context and Demographics of Environmental Justice Populations 
According to the 2000 U.S. Census Data, only 5.7% of Raynham’s population is foreign born, 3.5% are 
of minority race, and 8.5% speak a  language other than English at home. Therefore, Raynham does 
not  meet  the  criteria  for  a  town  that  includes  an  environmental  justice  community  (Map  2). 
However, accommodations are made  for anyone needing an  interpreter or sign  language at public 
meetings provided the Town is notified ahead of time. 
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Table 1.  Town of Raynham Population and Household Growth, 1960 – 2020 

Year Population Growth % Change Median 
Age Households 

Persons 
per 

Household 
1960 4,150 1,724 71.1% NA 1,172 NA 
1970 6,705 2,555 61.6% 26.8 1,880 3.6 
1980 9,085 2,380 35.5% 30.1 2,888 3.1 
1990 9,867 782 8.6% 34.8 3,515 2.9 
2000 11,739 1,872 19.0% 37.8 4,143 2.8 
2010 13,383 1,753 15.0% 38.2 5,044 2.7 
2020 15,516 2,024 15.0% >38.2 5,271 2.6 
2030 17,843 2,327 15.0% n/a n/a n/a 

  
NA = Not Available 
Sources:  1960 - 2010, U.S. Census Bureau; Town of Raynham 2000 Master Plan; and, 2020 SRPEDD 
population projections (1996) 
 
Raynham’s median age of 38.2, has been steadily climbing from 26.8 in 1970. This increase in median 
age  is  in part due to residents having fewer children than  in the past, having them  later  in  life, and 
remaining  in  their  homes  longer  after  their  children  have moved.  It may  also  be  due  in  part  to 
residents being older when moving into the community than in the past. However, Raynham has the 
third highest growth rate of children under 5 (35.3%) from 1990 to 2000 among the 27 communities 
in  the  SRPEDD  region.  The  data  implies  that more  families with  small  children  have moved  into 
Raynham. 
 
Table 2.  Town of Raynham Age Profile, 1990 – 2009 

Age 1990 
1990 

% 
2000 

2000 
% 

2009 
2009 

% 
% Change 

(1990 – 2009)
0 – 14 yrs 2,113 21.4% 2,517 21.4% 2,987 22.1% 41.3% 

15 – 29 yrs 2,079 21.1% 2,000 17.0% -- -- -- 
30 – 44 yrs 2,518 25.5% 2,804 23.9% *5,074 *37.6% 10.8%* 
45 – 59 yrs 1,547 15.7% 2,443 20.8% 2,941 21.8% 90.1% 
Over 60 yrs 1,610 16.3% 1,975 16.8% 2,490 18.5% 54.6% 

Total 9,867 100% 11,739 100% 13,492 100% 36.7% 
Median Age 34.8 -- 37.8 -- 38.2 -- -- 

  
*Combined total of age groups 15 – 29 and 30 – 44 
Sources:  1990 - 2009, U.S. Census Bureau and American Community Survey 
 
Table 2 compares Raynham’s population for 1990, 2000, and 2009 and percent of total  in each age 
group. The 2009 American Community Survey only allowed a comparison of combined total of ages 
15  thru  44.  The  increase  in population by  age  groups between  1990  and  2009  shows  a dramatic 
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increase  in  ages  45‐59, which  is  the  largest  percent  of  total  in  2009  and  the  largest  age  group 
increase since 1990 showing a 90.1% increase in 19 years. In 1960, Raynham’s senior population, age 
65 and over, represented 4.7% of the total population. By 1980, those 65 years and over represented 
7.2% of the total population, this increased to 11.7% by 1990, and to 13.0% by 2000. This is slightly 
lower than the SRPEDD region average of 14% and the State average of 13.5%. 
 
D. GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

As  described  in  the  community  history,  the  Town  grew  slowly  up  through  the  early  20th  century, 
when transportation improvements made the Town more accessible for people working throughout 
the  region,  and  as  the  trend  toward  suburban  development  increased.  The majority  of  homes  in 
Raynham were developed within the past 40 years. Overall, development has been up and down with 
a  spike  in  building  permits  for  the  years  between  1998  and  2009.  Due  to  economic  downturn, 
permits fell to an all‐time  low  in 2009 of only nine building permits given for new homes. 2010 saw 
an increase to 24 permits.  
 
Table 3.  Raynham Building Permits for New Single-Family Housing Units, 1998 – 2010 

 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 Avg.

# of 
Permits 64 68 64 71 93 70 122 195 43 29 20 9 24 67 

  
Note: Not all units permitted were constructed 
Source:  SRPEDD Survey 
 
According to the 1998 Land Use Inventory from the 2000 Master Plan, approximately 33% of the land 
area  in Raynham  is developed, and 65%  is vacant or agricultural  land. The 2011 evaluation of  land 
uses  shows  57.5%  of  land  is  developed  and  42.5%  is  vacant  or  agricultural  land. Developed  land 
includes  residential, commercial,  industrial, public,  recreation, and  transportation and utilities. The 
majority of the undeveloped land area is unprotected, although much of it is not developable due to 
constraints. 
 
A  significant amount of development has  taken place  in  recent decades, and especially during  the 
1980s.  Land  consumed  for  development  far  outstripped  population  growth,  which  indicates  an 
increase  in  sprawl. Commercial development  is expected  to  continue along  the Route 44 and 138 
corridors  and  residential  development  will  follow  the  pattern  of  placing  subdivisions  and  single 
houses  along  the  rural  roads  that  run  throughout  the Residential A  zoning  district.  The  projected 
population growth will continue to  impact open spaces  in this area. Sewer capacity will require the 
Town  to  continue  working  with  the  City  of  Taunton  under  its  current  agreement  and  the  two 
Raynham  water  districts  (North  and  Central)  have  been  consistently  increasing  their  capacity  to 
deliver safe drinking water to the community. 
 
In 2011, a total of 5,156 acres, or 38.6%, of land within the Town are occupied by homes, totaling just 
over 5,100 housing units. This  is a  large  increase compared to residential acres  in 2002, which was 
only 22.9% of total town acres. The average lot size for single family homes is 1.35 acres. Some of the 
more densely developed areas are concentrated in the central part of the Town between Routes 138 
and 24. The portion of the Town to the east of Route 24 has less single family development, although 
a mobile home park and several multifamily developments are located in this area. Commercial acres 
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in 2011 include 1,053 acres or 7.8% of total town acres. Full build‐out of developable acres includes 
7,891 acres of residential and 1,577 acres of commercial. 
 
Existing zoning in Raynham, shown in Map 3.1, has six residential districts, including Residential A, B, 
C and D, and the two Farm and Forest Districts. A limited amount of residential development is also 
permitted  in  the Business District. With  the exception of  the  two Farm and Forest Districts, which 
have  a minimum  lot  size  of  5  acres,  all  residential  districts  permit  single  family  residences  at  a 
moderate suburban density, requiring  30,000 to  40,000 square feet per lot. There are currently only 
10 lots in Raynham listed under Chapter 61, 61A, or 61B totaling 118 acres. This is a decrease of 34 
acres since 2002. Open space subdivisions or "cluster" development are permitted  in Residential A 
and B Districts and the Farm and Forest Districts. To date, seven open space cluster subdivisions have 
been built  in  town with many  lots  still  remaining unsold at  this  time. Total open  space preserved 
under this bylaw is 164 acres. 
 
Table 4.  Build-Out Summary, 1998 

Type of Land Use Development Capacity 
Residential  

Single Family 3,313 dwelling units 
Multifamily 900 dwelling units 
Mobile Home 176 dwelling units 

Nonresidential  
Retail/Service 6,932,200 square feet 
Office 10,521,700 square feet 
Manufacturing 2,861,100 square feet 

  
Source:  Town of Raynham 2000 Master Plan 
 
Table 5.  Constraints on Development, 1998 

Total Town Area 13,350 acres 
Developed Land 4,446 acres 
Protected Open Space 1,540 acres 
Wetlands (excluding protected lands) 1,054 acres 

Remaining Developable Area 6,310 acres 
  
Source:  Town of Raynham 2000 Master Plan 
 
Two build‐out analyses were prepared for the Town of Raynham: the first prepared in 1998 by Larry 
Koff  Associates  as  part  of  the  2000 Master  Plan,  and  the  second  in  1999  by  SRPEDD  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs.  The  breakdown  of  constraints  on 
development  shown  above  in  Table  5,  demonstrates  how  the  remaining  developable  area  was 
calculated in the 2000 Master Plan build‐out analysis, by eliminating areas where new development 
could not take place. In 1998, approximately 4,423 acres of residentially zoned land and 1,573 acres 
of  commercially  zoned  land  were  estimated  to  be  developable.  Today,  based  on  the  Raynham 
Assessor’s land use totals, only 1,159 acres of residentially zoned land and 372 acres of commercially 
zoned  land remain developable,  for a total of 1,531 acres.   Meanwhile, 1,577 acres of residentially 
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zoned  land  and  151  acres  of  commercially  zoned  land  are  considered  undevelopable  based  on 
Assessor’s  information1.  The  pace  of  development  in  the  13  year  period  from  1998  to  2011 
demonstrates a reduction of 4,779 acres of developable land. Under full build‐out, this development 
capacity can result  in an estimated 10,490 additional residents, or a 78%  increase over the existing 
population of 13,383 persons2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                       
1 Definition of undevelopable: wetlands, undersized lots, and lack of frontage. 
2 Assumes a household size of 3.62 persons/household for single family residences, 1.68 persons/household for multifamily 
residences, and 2.36 persons/household for mobile homes (Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community 
Development). 
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Section 4. Environmental Inventory and Analysis 
 
A. GEOLOGY, SOILS AND TOPOGRAPHY 
The  Town  of  Raynham’s  landscape  consists  of  flat  lands,  gentle  slopes,  and  ridges  (Map  4).  The 
topography varies  in elevation  from 150  feet above sea  level  to 5  feet above sea  level,  the  lowest 
point being the Taunton River. The areas of highest elevation  in Raynham run north/south roughly 
along  Routes  138  and  along  Locust  Street.  The  drainage  from  the  ridge which  runs  along  Locust 
Street flows  into three cold water tributaries which drain  into the Taunton River. Between the two 
ridges is major lowland, which includes three major swamps, Pine Swamp, Dead Swamp, and Titicut 
Swamp,  and  includes  six ponds, Gushee, Hewitt, Tracy,  Johnson, King’s,  and Wilbur. The  streams, 
ponds, and wetlands serve as water purification and aquifer recharge areas, flood control barriers, a 
source of drinking water for the Town’s residents and businesses, and habitat for a variety of riverine 
species.  These  resource  areas,  along  with  the  adjacent  woodlands  and  fields,  provide  areas  for 
recreation  and  habitat  for wildlife.  These  diverse  environments  are  inter‐connected  through  the 
surface and ground water which drains into the Taunton River. 
 
The soil types that characterize this region reflect its lowland topography. The majority of the Town is 
underlain with sandstone and shale and has a few bedrock outcroppings. There is a large outcrop of 
till/bedrock  in  the  southern  part  of  Town  (east  of  Route  24), while  the  central  area  of  Town  is 
dominated by  sand  and  gravel deposits. The northern  two‐thirds of Town  (north of  I‐495) has  an 
even distribution of floodplain alluvium, particularly near the wetland deposits. Glacial till is present 
at  the  surface  of  several  large  areas  in  Raynham,  particularly  in  the  northern  and  southeastern 
portions of town. Varied clays and silt were deposited as part of two glacial lakes in the northern and 
southern parts of town. A thin blanket of aeolian silt was deposited  in depths ranging  from one to 
five  feet,  which  provides  a  rich  agricultural  loam  for  farming.  Unconsolidated  deposits  range  in 
thickness  from  less  than  one  foot  to  as much  as  150  feet  throughout  the  Town. Organic  swamp 
deposits cover a large part of the Town, especially the watershed of the Forge River and the Taunton 
River flood plain along the southern part of Town. 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has  identified  five major soil associations  that can be  found  in 
Raynham, characterized by its lowland conditions3. Four of the soil associations are described below 
(information  about  the  Belgrade‐Birdsall‐Hartland  soil  association was  not  included  in  the  report 
cited). As summarized below, four of the five soil associations (including Belgrade‐Birdsall‐Hartland) 
have moderate  to  severe  limitations  for  the  development  of  urban  uses  and  therefore  require 
municipal  sewers or enhanced  septic  systems. Because of  their permeability and  saturation,  these 
soils will not  readily  absorb  sewage  effluent. Only  in  the northern  two‐thirds of  Town where  the 
Hinkley‐Windsor‐Deerfield soils are present,  is there a soil type that can more easily accommodate 
development.  This  soil  type  can  absorb  large  amounts  of  sewage  effluent  or  surface  runoff.  The 
major soil associations found in Town and corresponding acreages can be found below in Table 6. 
 

                                                       
3 U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service. Soils and Their Interpretations for Various Land 
Uses. Raynham, Massachusetts, December, 1973. 
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Table 6.  Soil Associations 

Soil Association Location in Town Approx. 
Acreage 

% of 
Total 

Hinkley-Windsor-Deerfield Northern two-thirds 4,907 37.0% 
Paxton-Charlton-Woodbridge Southern 3,050 22.9% 
Scarboro-Whitman-Ridgebury-Birdsall Throughout 2,387 18.0% 
Peat-Muck Association Central (swamps) 1,856 13.9% 
Belgrade-Birdsall-Hartland Taunton River 1,061 8.0% 

Total: 13,261 100% 
  
Source:  U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 

 
 
 

Soil Association Descriptions 
 
Hinkley‐Windsor‐Deerfield association: is a moderately well drained, sandy, and gravelly soil on 
nearly level to steeply sloping terrain. This soil is present in the northern two‐thirds of the town. 
Much of  this  soil has  slight  limitations  for high density  residential, commercial, and  industrial 
uses.  The  soils  are  rapidly  permeable  and  can  absorb  large  amounts  of  sewage  effluent  or 
surface runoff. The loose, coarse material of these soils provide little filtering action and water 
in shallow wells can be polluted if a source of contamination is nearby. 
 
Paxton‐Charlton‐Woodbridge  association:  is well  drained  and moderately well  drained  non‐
stony,  very  stony,  and  extremely  stony  soil  formed  in  firm  glacial  till  on  nearly  level  to 
moderately steep  terrain. This soil  is mostly  found  in  the southern part of  town. This soil has 
moderate  limitations for urban uses where there  is a communal sewer system. Limitations are 
severe for urban uses requiring on‐site sewage disposal. There are few limitations on the use of 
this area for woodland, wildlife, and some recreational areas. 
 
Scarboro‐Whitman‐Ridgebury‐Birdsall  association:  is  poorly  and  very  poorly  drained  soil  on 
nearly  level  and  depressional  sites.  This  soil  is  distributed  throughout  the  town.  Throughout 
most of this general soil area, the water table is at or near the surface for nine months or more 
out of the year. This soil has slight limitations for wetland wildlife. Many tracts provide suitable 
habitat  for  wetland  wildlife.  The  area  has  severe  limitations  for  residential,  commercial,  or 
industrial uses because of wetness. 
 
Peat‐Muck association: is very poorly drained organic soil on nearly level or depressional sites. 
The water table is at or near the surface for nine months of the year. This association is found in 
the central area of town, particularly near the larger swamps in town. This soil supports stands 
of red maple, white cedar, and other moisture tolerant trees and shrubs. This soil has slight or 
moderate  limitations  for  wetland  wildlife. Many  tracts  provide  suitable  habitat  for  wetland 
wildlife. The area has severe  limitations for residential, commercial, or  industrial uses because 
of wetness. Most tracts are difficult to drain.
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B. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
The  landscape character of the Town of Raynham  is characterized by a heavily forested, undulating 
lowland topography broken up by numerous streams and,  in the center and northern end of Town, 
by  large,  densely  forested  swamps  and wetlands.  Rather  than  the  presence  of  large  features  of 
topography or  surface water,  the  special qualities of  the  Town  are noted  in  the  subtleties of  the 
overlapping  resource areas,  the wetlands and ponds,  the  fields and  streams,  the vast expanses of 
swamp, the presence of unique water orientated wildlife, and vegetation (Map 5). 
 
Wetland areas, a major defining  feature, comprise 12% of  the Town’s 13,350 acres. The Dead and 
Pine  Swamps  contain  large  stands  of  upland  cedars,  a  rare  species. Other wetlands  such  as  the 
Hockomock Swamp contain scrub oaks and shrubs  such as sweet pepperbush. Residents are often 
not aware that these forested tracts are actually swamps as this dense forest‐like vegetation  is not 
dominated by grasses and cattails usually associated with lowland areas. Smaller wetland areas serve 
as  the headwaters of  local  streams  and brooks  and provide  the  recharge  for  the  two  local water 
districts. 
 
Approximately 9% of the Town remains as open fields. While once an agricultural area, there are now 
just a small handful of active farms. Meanwhile, 41% of the undeveloped land in Town is woodlands, 
mostly hardwoods. 
 
C. WATER  RESOURCES 
The rolling, relatively flat land formation and porous soils in Raynham serve as an ideal environment 
for containing water resources including surface water (streams, rivers, and ponds), aquifer recharge 
areas, flood hazard areas, and wetlands (Map 6.1 and Map 6.2). These resources are easily impacted 
by the actions of homeowners and businesses with serious consequences to public health and safety 
as well as the physical environment. 
 
Table 7.  Water Resource Areas 

Water Resource Areas Acreage 
Surface Water 180 acres 
Flood Hazard Areas (Floodplains) 2,626 acres 
Wetlands 1,558 acres 

  
Note: Areas overlap 
 
Flooding,  pollution  of  drinking water  supplies,  and  the  destruction  of  natural  habitats,  recreation 
areas,  and  water  bodies  can  result  from  inappropriate  development  and  use  of  the  natural 
environment.  It  is  therefore  important  to carefully assess  these water  resources and  the  role  they 
play in maintaining the quality of life of the citizens of Raynham as well as those from adjacent towns 
in the watershed. 
 
Watersheds 
The Town of Raynham  is  located within the center of the Taunton River watershed. All water from 
within Raynham eventually  flows  toward  the Taunton River, which  feeds  into  the adjacent Mount 
Hope  Bay  and  Narragansett  Bay.  The  Taunton  River  watershed,  or  basin,  is  also  divided  into 
numerous  sub‐basins.  Between  the  Town’s  ridges  are  the  sub‐basins,  which  supply  the  rivers, 
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streams, and adjacent wetlands with water. These sub‐basins approximate the three main sections of 
the Town,  including: south of Route 44; the center section of town, which  itself  includes three sub‐
basins; and, north of I‐495 extending into Easton. The sub‐basins drain towards the Taunton River. 
 
Surface Water 
In total there are 180 acres of surface water in the Town, approximately 1% of the Town's total land 
area. This  includes nearly eight miles of  frontage along  the Taunton River, which  is accessible at a 
number of  locations  for  launching a canoe or kayak. The numerous  streams, wetlands, and ponds 
characterize much  of  the  Town’s  landscape.  The  Forge  River  branches  below  Johnson  Pond  and 
provides water  for King and Hewitt Ponds. The Dam Lot Brook provides water  for a small privately 
owned pond. There are  three other  related ponds  in  town:  the Gushee, Tracy, and Wilbur Ponds. 
Other brooks include the Basset and Pine Swamp Brooks, in addition to a number of unnamed brooks 
which  flow  southwest  from  the  ridge  line  along  Leonard  Street  into  the  Taunton  River. Water  is 
drained from the area north of Elm Street into the Hockomock Swamp and Lake Nippenicket, both of 
which ultimately drain into the Taunton River. 
 
Accessibility to Surface Water Bodies 
The shores and surface water of the Taunton River as well as a number of ponds are accessible for 
hiking,  boating,  swimming,  and  in  the  case  of  the  ponds,  ice  skating. Access  to  other  ponds  and 
brooks is more limited. 
 
The ponds that are most accessible are Hewitts, Gushee, and Johnson Ponds. The Town owns  land 
around the entire perimeter of Hewitt Pond and there is parking and a public path from North Main 
Street. Residents are able to carry canoes  into Hewitt Pond. Gushee Pond  is surrounded  in part by 
Town‐owned land. While there is no nearby parking, it is accessible by foot. Johnson Pond is publicly 
owned and is abutted by a public park with a boat ramp, picnic and play areas, and parking. There is 
no public access to the other ponds in town. 
 
Access  to  both  the  Taunton  River  and  the  Forge  River  is  available  but  needs  improvement.  The 
Taunton River meanders  for  eight miles  through Raynham  forming  the  southern boundary of  the 
Town. There are two points of access, at South Street East and at Route 44, and a canoe  launch  is 
proposed  at  the  South  Street  East  location. With  the widening of Route  44,  the  State,  as part of 
mitigation action,  is  committed  to provide a public parking area and  canoe  launch. However,  this 
project  is  several years out. The Forge River at South Main Street  (Route 104) currently has  some 
limited  shoulder  parking.  A more  formal  gravel  parking  lot  is  needed.  Pedestrian  access  is  also 
available to the Forge River from the Borden Colony. Public access  is also available to the Dam Lot 
Brook from Dead End Road. 
 
Aquifer Recharge Areas 
Rainwater  from within  the watershed  soaks  into  the  soil and  flows downwards until  it  reaches an 
impermeable rock or soil  layer, which  in this case  is stratified, unconsolidated glacial drift deposits. 
The groundwater deposits build up over  time  in a process known as aquifer  recharging. The water 
within  the  aquifer  eventually discharges  to  the  surface  through  the  adjacent  swamps,  rivers,  and 
streams. 
 
About 95% of Raynham’s population obtains its drinking water from municipal wells. These well sites 
are  located  next  to  surface  water  resources.  The  remaining  population  utilizes  private  wells.  In 
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The Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act defines 
wetlands as: 

Marshes, swamps, bogs, areas where groundwater, 
flowing or surface water, or ice providing a significant 
part of the substrate for a plant community for at least 
five months of the year…emergent and submergent 

plant communities in the inland waters…that portion of 
any bank which touches inland water. 

As noted in SRPEDD’s 1982 Comprehensive Growth 
Policy Plan, "It is important to identify wetlands and 
preserve them in their natural state for a number of 
reasons: 

1. Wetlands help minimize the adverse impact of 
heavy rainfall and melting snow by holding water 
and slowly releasing it into a river system; 

2. Wetlands act as aquifer recharge areas and help 
maintain a high groundwater level; 

3. Wetlands provide habitats for wildlife; and, 
4. Wetlands help purify pollutants that enter the 

watershed or streams."

addition  to  these existing water  supplies,  the approximate  location of aquifers within Raynham  is 
shown on Map 6.1. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  identifies these as 
areas  that  could  potentially  be  used  for  potable  water,  and  therefore  any  remediation  of 
environmental contamination within  those areas must meet drinking water  standards. The aquifer 
recharge areas are regulated under the Wetland District  in the Town zoning bylaws, and under the 
State regulated Zone II and Zone III areas shown on Map 3.1 and Map 3.2, respectively. 
 
Flood Hazard Areas 
The  areas  which  border  streams,  rivers,  lakes,  and  other  water  bodies  subject  to  flooding  are 
designated as floodplains. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has mapped the 100 
and 500 year floodplains for the purposes of their Flood Insurance Rate Maps. The Town of Raynham, 
at its May 2009 Town Meeting, accepted the July 7, 2009 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps. In most 
cases the boundaries of the 100 and 500 year floodplains overlap.  In order to protect the property 
owner as well as  the Town,  construction  should be  restricted within  the  floodplain areas  so as  to 
minimize  property  damage  as well  as minimize  the  impact  on  the water  storage  capacity  of  the 
floodplain areas. 
 
Wetlands 
Wetlands  are  a  dominant  feature  of 
Raynham’s landscape. There are four swamps, 
including  Pine,  Titicut, Dead,  and Hockomock 
Swamps.  In  addition,  a  number  of  smaller 
wetland areas are identified along the streams 
and brooks  located north and  south of Route 
44,  and  elsewhere  in  Town.  Each  of  these 
wetland  areas  is  generally  located  at  the 
headwaters of local streams and brooks which 
drain south into the Taunton River. 
 
Wetlands  serve  a  variety  of  natural  resource 
and  public  health  needs,  including:  storing 
water  during  storms  of  high  intensity; 
releasing  water  slowly  into  the  ground  to 
recharge the groundwater aquifer; filtering out 
contaminants; providing habitats and breeding 
places for wildlife; and, adding to the diversity 
of the landscape. 
 
D. VEGETATION 
Much of  the undeveloped  land  in Raynham  is potentially valuable  for water, natural  resource and 
wildlife protection, and recreation, as well as contributing to the Town’s character. This land includes 
forest  land,  agricultural  land  and  open  fields,  and  wetlands.  The  Town  of  Raynham  contains 
approximately 5,423 acres of  forest  land, 311 acres of agricultural  land, 1,264 acres of open  fields, 
and 1,558 acres of wetlands. Together, these areas comprise 64% of the Town or 8,556 acres. Out of 
this, only 1,493 acres, or 11% of the total Town area, is protected from future development. 
 



    Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

16 

General Vegetation Inventory 
A general inventory of important plants that characterize the Town of Raynham is included below in 
Table 8. 
 
Table 8.  General Vegetation Inventory 

Scientific Name Common Name 
Acer rubrum L. Red Maple 
Alnus Mill. Alder 
Betula L. Birch 
Carya Nutt. Hickory 
Clethra L. Sweet Pepperbush 
Fagus L. Beech 
Iris prismatica Blue Flag Iris 
Juglans L. Walnut 
Myriophyllum L. Water-Milfoil 
Nyssa sylvatica Marsh. Black Gum (Tupelo) 
Osmunda cinnamomea L. Cinnamon Fern 
Pinus strobus L. Eastern White Pine 
Phragmites australis Common Reed 
Pontederia cordata L. Pickerelweed 
Quercus alba L. White Oak 
Quercus rubra L. Red Oak 
Sagittaria L. Arrowhead 
Symplocarpus foetidus L. Skunk Cabbage 
Tsuga Canadensis (L.) Carrière Eastern Hemlock 
Typha L. Cattail 
Zizania L. Wild Rice 

  
Source:  Species were identified during a study conducted on the Taunton River Greenway in 1989 
 
Forest Land 
Forest land helps to preserve the quality of groundwater. Forests and trees slow down rapid runoff, 
which could cause pollution and siltation of streams and ponds, and they allow water to percolate 
into  the  groundwater  to  replenish  it.  They  are  also  excellent  sites  for  recreational  activities  like 
hiking. Raynham's forest land is mostly hardwood forests, primarily consisting of maple and oak or a 
combination of hard and softwoods. 
 
Agricultural Land and Open Fields 
In 1989,  the  total acreage of privately owned  farmland was 885 acres. Today,  there are only 311 
acres of agricultural  land, a decrease of 574 acres  in 22 years. The area of agricultural  land  in  the 
Town has been on the decline in the last three decades. Agricultural land is important not only for its 
aesthetic value to the town, but also because of its economic potential. Once developed, land cannot 
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be reclaimed  for agricultural purposes should economic conditions return that  favors  locally‐grown 
products and/or high value crops. 
 
The State’s Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B program offers one alternative  to  farmers who wish  to keep 
their  lands  in agricultural use4. This program allows agricultural  land  to be  taxed at  its current use 
value  (i.e.,  the  productive  potential  of  the  land  for  growing  crops),  instead  of  the  fair market  or 
development value. Landowners participate  in  this program voluntarily and must  reapply yearly  to 
the board of assessors to remain in the program. Should the property be developed or sold while the 
property  is under Chapter 61,  the  landowner would owe  the  full amount of back  taxes  that would 
have been paid up to that time. Also, if the property is to be sold, the town would have the right of 
first refusal to acquire the property at market value. There are presently 10 properties that are taxed 
under  the provisions of Chapter 61,  totaling 118 acres.  In addition,  there are 215 acres under  the 
Massachusetts Department  of Agricultural Resources  (MDAR) Agricultural  Preservation Restriction 
Program (APR). The major agricultural properties, include: the Borden Colony (145 acres of cropland), 
which  has  a  large  parcel  under  the  APR  Program;  and,  the  Leonard  Street  Farm  (70  acres  of 
cropland), which is also under the APR program (Appendixes 2 and 5). Both farms cultivate corn and 
vegetables. There are also two blueberry farms, two cranberry bogs, and a couple small family farms. 
 
Open  fields  that  were  previously  used  for  farming  activity,  present  opportunities  for  future 
recreation and conservation sites. Many of these open fields have become habitats for local wildlife. 
These open fields preserve the rural character of Raynham by allowing an unobstructed view of the 
greater landscape. 
 
Wetland Vegetation 
Raynham has 1,558 acres of wetlands. The wetland vegetation is typical of wetland vegetation found 
throughout New England. Types of wetland habitats include: 

• deep marsh, typical vegetation includes cattails, arrowheads, and smartweed; 
• shallow marsh meadow  (or  fen),  typical  vegetation  includes wildflowers  and  a  variety  of 

grasses and sedges; 
• bog, typical vegetation includes sphagnum moss, pitcher plants, and cranberries; 
• shrub swamp, typical vegetation includes alders, viburnums, and northern arrowwood; and, 
• wooded  swamp,  typical  vegetation  includes  red  maple  trees,  high  bush  blueberry,  and 

winterberry. 
 
Rare Plant Species 
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife determines a status category  for rare species, 
including: endangered  (E), threatened (T), or special concern (SC). According to NHESP, Raynham  is 
home to three rare plant species included below in Table 9. 

                                                       
4 Chapter 61 was designed to classify forestland. Chapter 61A was designed to classify agricultural land which may include 
forestland and Chapter 61B was designed to classify recreational land which can also include forestland. 
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Table 9.  Rare Plant Species in Raynham 

Taxonomic 
Group Scientific Name Common Name MESA 

Status 
Federal 
Status 

Most Recent 
Observation 

Vascular Plant Ludwigia 
sphaerocarpa 

Round-fruited 
False-loosestrife E -- 1997 

Vascular Plant Lygodium 
palmatum Climbing Fern SC -- 1998 

Vascular Plant Platanthera flava 
var. herbiola Pale Green Orchis T -- 1917 

  
Source:  NHESP, 2011 
 
E. FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 
General Wildlife Inventory 
Wildlife in Raynham is typical of New England and southeastern Massachusetts. A general inventory 
of  important amphibians, birds,  fish, mammals, and  reptiles  that characterize Raynham  is  included 
below in Table 10. 
 
Table 10.  General Wildlife Inventory 

Amphibians (Common Names) 
Bullfrog Leopard Frog Spring Peeper 
Gray Tree Frog Pickerel Frog Toad 
Green Frog Red Backed Salamander Wood Frog 

Birds (Common Names) 
Black Duck Eastern Screech Owl Red Tailed Hawk 
Blackpoll Warbler Finch Red Winged Blackbird 
Bluebird Fish Crow Ringnecked Pheasant 
Blue Jay Flideer Robin 
Blue Winged Teal Great Blue Heron Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 
Broadwinged Hawk Great Horned Owl Ruffed Grouse 
Brown Thrasher Green Winged Teal Rusty Blackbird 
Canada Goose Kingfisher Sandpiper 
Cardinal Long Eared Owl Scarlet Tanager 
Carolina Wren Mallard Solitary Vireo 
Cedar Waxwing Morning Dove Sparrow  
Common Barn Owl Northern Goshawk Sparrow Hawk 
Common Grackle Northern Oriole Starling 
Cooper’s Hawk Northern-Parula Warbler Titmouse 
Cowbird Nuthatch Tree Sparrow 
Crow Osprey Turkey Vulture 
Cuckoo Purple Martin Virginia Rail 
Downy Woodpecker Red Crossbill Wood Duck 
Eastern Kingbird Red Eyed Vireo Wood Thrush 
Eastern Meadowlark Red Shouldered Hawk Yellow Warbler 
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Fish (Common Names) 
Bass Pickerel White Perch 
Brook Trout Sunfish Yellow Perch 

Mammals (Common Names) 
Big Brown Bat Little Brown Bat Red Squirrel 
Chipmunk Mink Shrew 
Cottontail Mole Skunk 
Field Vole Opossum Weasel 
Flying Squirrel Raccoon White Tailed Deer 
Gray Squirrel Red Fox Woodchuck 

Reptiles (Common Names) 
Black Racer Mink Snake Spotted Turtle 
Eastern Box Turtle Painted Turtle Water Snake 
Garter Snake Ringnecked Snake Wood Turtle 
Hognosed Snake Snapping Turtle  

  
Source:  Species were identified during a study conducted on the Taunton River Greenway in 1989 
 
The Taunton River Basin  is  the second  largest basin  in Massachusetts covering about 1,053 square 
miles5. Because of its size, the fish resources of various portions of the basin have been studied on a 
number of occasions. The most recent study was completed by Marine Research, Inc. in conjunction 
with  the  proposed  Taunton  Energy  Center6.  The  study  was  conducted  in  the  tidal,  primarily 
freshwater  portion  of  the River  that  runs  through  the  City  of  Taunton.  The  fish  species  collected 
during the study are also likely to be found in the section of the Taunton River located in Raynham as 
well as in the Forge River, a tributary of the Taunton River, located in Raynham. 
 
The Taunton River and its tributaries and ponds in Raynham support a diverse warm‐water resident 
fish community in addition to anadromous and catadromous fish runs. There have also been reports 
of wild  (native) brook  trout  in a  few of  the smaller  tributary  streams. The Taunton River currently 
supports spring anadromous fish runs of river herring (primarily alewife and also blueback herring), 
American shad, rainbow smelt, and white perch as well as the catadromous fish, the American eel7. 
The spring river herring spawning run  in to the Nemasket River, which passes through Raynham,  is 
one of the largest in the State. The lower Forge River, and possibly other tributaries such as Dam Lot 
Brook, currently supports spawning runs of river herring. However, the size of the run on the Forge 
River system is limited by dams at Kings Pond, Johnson Pond, Tracy Pond, and Hewitt Pond. Of these, 
Kings Pond and Johnson Pond are suitable for alewife spawning. Fish ladders at both of these ponds 
would provide an additional 20 acres of spawning area8. 
 
A detailed fish species inventory of the Taunton River is included below in Table 11. 

                                                       
5 Bickford, W.E. and U.J. Dymon, 1990. An Atlas of Massachusetts River Systems. Environmental Designs for the Future. 
Published for Massachusetts Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law Enforcement. University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, p. 87. 

6 MRI (Marine Research Inc.), 1992.  Taunton Energy Center Aquatic Ecology Studies July 1990. December 1991. Submitted 
to HMN Associates, Inc. Concord, MA. 

7 Philips Brady, Anadromous Fish Biologist, MA Division of Marine Fisheries, South Shore Field Station, Pocasset, 31 January 
2000. 

8 Reback, Kenneth E. and Joseph S. DiCarlo 1970. Final Completion Report, Anadromous Fish Project, Anadromous Fish 
Investigations. Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries, Boston, MA. Publication #6496 (115‐50‐12‐72‐CR). 
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Table 11.  Taunton River Fisheries 

Scientific Name Common Name Habitat Description 
A. pseudoharengus Alewife Anadromous 
A. sapidissima American Shad Anadromous 
Alosa aestivalis Blueback Herring Anadromous 
Ameiurus nebulosus Brown Bullhead Fresh to Brackish 
Anchoa mitchilli Bay Anchovy Marine and Estuarine 
Anguilla rostrata American Eel Catadromous 
Apeltes quadracus Fourspine Stickleback Marine to Fresh 
Brevoortia tyrannus Atlantic Menhaden Marine and Estuarine 
Catostomus commersoni White Sucker Fresh to Brackish 
Cypinus carpio Common Carp Fresh to Brackish 
Erimyzon oblongus Creek Chubsucker Freshwater 
Esox niger Chain Pickerel Fresh to Brackish 
Etheostoma olmstedi Tesselated Darter Freshwater 
F. heteroclitus Mummichog Marine to Brackish 
Fundulus diaphanus Banded Killifish Brackish 
Gasterosteus aculeatus Threespine Stickleback Marine to Fresh 
L. macrochinus Bluegill Brackish to Fresh 
Lepomis gibbosus Pumkinseed Brackish to Fresh 
M. beryllina Inland Silverside Marine and Estuarine 
M. salmoides Largemouth Bass Fresh to Brackish 
M. saxatilis Striped Bass Marine to Fresh 
Menidia sp. Silverside Marine and Estuarine 
Microgadus tomcod Atlantic Tomcod Marine to Fresh 
Micropterus dolomieu Smallmouth Bass Freshwater 
Morone americana White Perch Estuarine to Fresh 
Notemigonus crysoleucas Golden Shiner Fresh to Brackish 
Perca flavescens Yellow Perch Freshwater to Brackish 
Pomatomus saltatrix Bluefish Marine to Estuarine 
Pomoxis nigromaculatus Black Crapple Fresh to Brackish 
Scophthalmus aquosus Windowpane Marine to Estuarine 
Syngnathus fuscus Northern Pipefish Marine to Estuarine 
Trinectes maculatus Hogchoker Marine to Estuarine 

  
Source:  From 18-month study of Taunton River in the vicinity of B.F. Clear Flood Power Station, Marine 
Research Inc. (1992) 
 
Vernal Pools 
There are 15 certified vernal pools  in Raynham and many more potential vernal pools. Vernal pools 
are temporarily flooded, confined depressions that hold freshwater  in the spring and early summer 
and  are  usually  completely  dry  by  the  end  of  summer.  They  provide  habitat  for many  species  of 
wildlife but do not contain an established reproducing fish population. Many species rely on vernal 
pools  to  complete  their  lifecycle,  and  require  a  fish‐free  environment  to  survive.  Unfortunately, 
increasing development pressures threaten vernal pools and vernal pool‐dependent species. Official 
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Sensitive environmental receptors are those areas 
whose ecological cycles are easily disrupted by human 
impacts to the environment.  Examples include:  areas 
containing endangered wildlife, fragile vegetation and 

state designated Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern.  Raynham has several such areas shown on 

Map F – Environmentally Sensitive Areas.

vernal pool certification through NHESP helps protect vernal pools by creating a 100‐foot buffer zone 
around the vernal pool. 
 
Corridors for Wildlife Migration 
Increased development  typically  leads  to habitat  fragmentation. A decrease of appropriate habitat 
needed to maintain healthy ecosystems is one of the main reasons for loss of species diversity. The 
Natural  Heritage  and  Endangered  Species  Program  (NHESP)  conducted  a  state‐wide  biodiversity 
mapping project called BioMap, which identifies areas that are important for preserving biodiversity 
in  the  State.  As  shown  in Map  F,  there  are  extensive  areas  of  "Core  Habitat"  that  have  been 
identified  in  Raynham,  especially  in  the  Hockomock  and  Pine  Swamps,  and  in  the  area  east  of 
Leonard Street. This area  is mostly wetland complexes interspersed with upland areas. Core habitat 
areas  are  comprised of  important natural ecosystems which  are estimated  to  contain 75% of  the 
State's rare and endangered species. BioMap also  identifies "Supporting Natural Landscapes" which 
include natural areas that provide a buffer to Core Habitats, as well as large contiguous natural areas. 
Two notable  areas  in Raynham  that  fall within  this  selection  are Titicut  Swamp  and  the  "Oxbow" 
along the Taunton River. The NHESP 2008 designated priority habitats of rare species and estimated 
habitats of rare wildlife constitute about 30% of Raynham’s land area, which is a substantial increase 
from approximately 10% of Raynham’s land area in 2002. 
 
Rare Wildlife Species 
Several rare wildlife species are known to live in 
Raynham, shown  in Map F. The Massachusetts 
Division of  Fisheries  and Wildlife determines  a 
status  category  for  rare  species,  including: 
endangered  (E),  threatened  (T),  or  special 
concern  (SC). According  to NHESP, Raynham  is 
home to nine rare wildlife species included below in Table 12. 
 
Table 12.  Rare Wildlife Species in Raynham 

Taxonomic 
Group Scientific Name Common Name MESA 

Status 
Federal 
Status 

Most Recent 
Observation 

Amphibian Ambystoma 
laterale 

Blue-spotted 
Salamander SC -- 2001 

Bird Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned 
Hawk SC -- 1924 

Butterfly/Moth Callophrys hesseli Hessel's Hairstreak SC -- 1988 

Butterfly/Moth Papaipema 
sulphurata 

Water-willow Stem 
Borer T -- 1994 

Dragonfly/ 
Damselfly Enallagma laterale New England Bluet SC -- 1994 

Fish Notropis bifrenatus Bridle Shiner SC -- 1951 

Mussel Alasmidonta 
undulata Triangle Floater SC -- 1997 

Mussel Ligumia nasuta Eastern 
Pondmussel SC -- 1997 

Reptile Terrapene carolina Eastern Box Turtle SC -- 2007 
  
Source:  NHESP, 2011 
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The  Blue‐Spotted  salamander  generally  inhabits  moist,  deciduous  hardwood  forests,  swampy 
woodlands, and vernal pools. Rare  invertebrate species  include the New England Bluet, the Water‐
willow  Stem  Borer  moth,  the  Hessel's  Hairstreak  butterfly,  and  the  Triangle  Floater  freshwater 
mussel. Loss of habitat, especially Atlantic white cedar trees, and the use of pesticides for mosquito 
and gypsy moth control have contributed to the decline of the Hessel's Hairstreak butterfly. 
 
A  rare  fish  species,  the  Bridle  Shiner,  has  not  been  located  in  Raynham  recently.  The  statewide 
reduction in this species is likely due to changes in river flow, increased pollutants, and a decrease in 
invertebrate prey. Particular  consideration  should be  given  to  the habitats of  endangered  species 
that are known to reside in Raynham. 
 
F. SCENIC RESOURCES AND UNIQUE ENVIRONMENTS 
Raynham contains numerous areas of scenic  interest as well as a number of unique environments. 
These  areas  are  recognized  by  local  residents  and  in  some  cases  they  have  received  State  and 
national designation. 
 
Scenic Landscapes 
Areas of scenic and conservation interest, identified by members of the 2002 Open Space Committee 
and the 2009 Open Space Plan Update Committee, are noted on Map 5 and described below in Table 
13. These  resource areas are  concentrated primarily along  the Taunton River,  Leonard Street,  the 
Town Forest area in East Raynham, the brooks, ponds, woods, and farms that drain into the Taunton 
River from central Raynham, and numerous trails that connect these resource areas. The scenic value 
of  these  resource areas  is enhanced by  the multiple benefits  these areas provide  in  flood control, 
aquifer  recharge,  filtration,  habitat  for  wildlife,  and  recreation  (such  as  canoeing,  hiking,  and 
swimming). 
 
Table 13.  Areas of Scenic and Conservation Interest 

Scenic 
Interest 
(Map #) 

Description 

Taunton River 
1 Large tract of land abutting Taunton River 
2 Vista of Taunton River, next to Leonard Street swamp 
 Wetland Swamp on east side of Leonard Street 

3 At Route 44, view of meandering river, adjacent banks on both sides of river are 
undeveloped and heavily forested. Rock outcroppings visible in the shallow river 
bed. Colors and textures change with seasons 

4 Vineyard located on banks of Taunton River as seen from Church Street 
5 Furnace Brook confluence with Taunton River. Old bridge crosses the Furnace 

Brook. Drop in elevation at a small waterfall. One of the town’s few “babbling” 
brooks 

6 Church Street, canoe access at bridge. Open hay fields, nice views, banks and 
upland areas not densely developed 

7 Cranberry bog traverses parcel, near Taunton River 
8 Furnace Brook 
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9 View of Taunton River from south of river looking north 
10 View of Taunton River from north of river looking south 
11 Brook under Dean Street, agricultural land and wetlands on north side of bank. 

Birds and vegetation 
12 Furnace Brook at the junction with the Taunton River 
13 Riverbend condos, site of proposed Heritage Park and canoe access. Area once 

center of manufacturing. Banks are heavily forested 
14 Oxbow Island, one of the most beautiful sections of river. 14-acre parcel 

surrounded by Taunton River. Island rises some 30 feet in elevation, several 100 
year old oak trees. Adjacent flood plain and farm land together total some 200 
acres. Wild rice and much waterfowl visible in adjacent wetlands. At low tide a 
stone causeway connects to mainland, once used by farmers as cattle crossing 

15 Wooded wetland next to Oxbow, Potential for contiguous parcels to be protected 
for public access to Taunton River and passive recreation 

16 Quaking bog; mounded, wooded area; unique natural environment 
17 Route 24 crosses up-stream. Banks heavily forested, parking and canoe access 

points 
Leonard Street 

18 Bassett Brook meanders at Pine Street. Flooding overflows banks during heavy 
rains. Beautiful vegetation, cardinal flowers 

 Vista, abuts Locust Street near water tower 
19 Leonard Street APR 

Dam Lot Brook 
20 Wetland resource area, Dam Lot Brook extension 
21 Frontage for town land 
22 Dam Lot Brook and Pond; open pond, privately owned. Good birding, waterfowl, 

skating. Adjacent cedar forest 
 Connection to town conservation land at Dam Lot Brook 
 Connection to Dam Lot Brook, Judson Street along Forge River 

Brooks, Ponds, Woods, Farms 
23 Forge River goes under North Main Street adjacent to conservation land. Heavily 

forested, hiking path along Forge River. Anchor commemorates former site of 
Iron Works. Brook under Dean Street. Forge Pond is small and provides habitat 
for ducks 

24 Borden Colony Farmland, implement farm plan 
25 Johnson Pond and Johnston Park, two boat ramps, parking lot, and picnic areas. 

Island in middle of Pond. Good habitat for waterfowl 
26 Woodland and stream feeds into Dam Lot Brook, next to town conservation land 
27 Stream feeds Basset Brook, large track, tax title, vacant, habitat areas 
28 Gushee Pond, beautiful pond with sandy beach, bluff over-looks pond. Adjacent 

to rifle club property 
29 Tracy Pond; scenic, rural, clean water 
30 King's Pond; Forge River flows into pond. Heavily forested 
31 Mill Street at Forge River; a beautiful marsh crossing, branch of Forge River  
32 Proposed MBTA commuter rail; runs between King Philips Street and East 

Britannia Street, over Pine Swamp Brook along an old rail road trestle. Cedar 
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Swamp 
33 Wilbur Pond; scenic, rural, vegetated. Potential location for public water supply 
34 Hewitts Pond; Densely vegetated, heavily forested, open in upper reaches, 

waterfowl 
35 Woods abutting Dead Swamp;  location of public water supply  
36 Field on east side of Route 104, adjacent to Titicut Swamp, pre-historic site 
37 Cranberry bog 
38 Potential location for public water supply 
39 Farmland to west of rail line 
40 90+ acres owned by King Phillip Realty Trust. Potential preservation land abutting 

town recreation land.  Potential location for trails 
Trail Access 

41 Hall Street extension; public right of way fenced by Department of Fish and 
Game. Old Stage Coach Road goes into West Bridgewater. Walking tour of 
Hockomock Swamp 

42 Town owned parcel abuts Camp Titicut; a large open space parcel owned by 
Bridgewater Conservation Commission. Hiking trail along Taunton River as it 
bends east into Bridgewater/Middleborough 

43 State Forest; has over 16 acres and potential for trails 
 
Unique Environments 
Unique  Features  in  the Town of Raynham  include  the Taunton River,  the Oxbow,  the Hockomock 
Swamp (which includes Titicut Swamp and Dead Swamp), and Pine Swamp. 
 
Taunton River 
The Taunton River forms at the confluence of the Matfield and Town Rivers in Bridgewater and then 
flows 40 miles to the sea emptying  into Mt. Hope Bay  in Fall River9. The River was,  in prehistoric as 
well as colonial  times,  the area’s only “major highway”.  It connected  some 70 miles of waterways 
from Massachusetts Bay at Scituate to Dighton Rock State Park to Fall River and the opening to the 
sea at Mt. Hope Bay. 
 
The Taunton River is tidal from its mouth to East Taunton, a distance of some 18 miles. The tidal rise 
averages  from  just 2.8  feet at East Taunton  in contrast to 4.4  feet at Fall River. Salt water extends 
only  about  12 miles  upriver.  The  Taunton  River,  named  by  the  Puritan  Settlers,  is  a Gaelic word 
meaning “town by the river”. The Native Americans called the area Cohannet and Tettiquet. In 1976 
the State designated a major portion of the Taunton River as a Scenic River  in conjunction with the 
establishment  of  the  Wampanoag  Commemorative  Canoe  Passage.  The  National  Park  Service, 
recognizing the scenic, cultural, historic, and environmental importance of this resource completed a 
3 year study to determine if the upper 22 miles of the Taunton River merit designation as a Wild and 
Scenic River.    In  June 2009,  the Taunton River was designated by  federal authorities as a wild and 
scenic  river  thereby  placing  the  River  into  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  System.  This 
designation  prohibits  the  federal  government  from  providing  any  funds  or  issuing  permits  for 
construction projects that would have a direct and adverse impact on the river. The Taunton River is 
part of an extensive network of tributaries which drains an area of some 530 miles.  
 

                                                       
9 The Taunton River Conservation and Management Plan, SRPEDD, December, 1989. 
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The Oxbow 
The Oxbow  is a “U”  shaped piece of  land on  the Taunton River  formed by  the meandering of  the 
Taunton River over the years. Often referred to as an island, the Oxbow area is made up of a total of 
57  acres which  includes  the  14‐acre  island.  This  area  has  historically  been  utilized  by  canoeists, 
naturalists, farmers, and campers. The Oxbow has natural flood storage and wildlife value in addition 
to  its  recreation  appeal.  The property  is dominated by upland of old hardwood/floodplain  forest, 
predominately oak. The property was purchased by Wildlands Trust, a regional non‐profit land trust, 
in September of 2008, which permanently preserves this important habitat. This property is adjacent 
to wetlands and agricultural  land, one of the more beautiful scenic settings  in Raynham, and along 
the Taunton River. 
 
Swamps 
The  Hockomock  Swamp  Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern  (ACEC)  is  the  largest 
vegetated  freshwater  wetland  system  in 
Massachusetts.  The  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs  designated  this  16,800 
acre natural and scenic swamp area  in 1990 as 
an  Area  of  Environmental  Concern.  It  includes 
swamps  and  associated  wetlands  and  water 
bodies  located  in  six  communities  including 
Bridgewater,  Easton,  Norton,  Raynham, 
Taunton, and West Bridgewater. 
 
A 2,600 acre area located in the northern and central areas of Raynham is designated as part of the 
Hockomock Swamp ACEC. 
 
Much, but not all of the wetland area that comprises Pine Swamp, is owned by the Town. The Swamp 
is traversed by an old railroad right of way. A cedar forest still exists  in portions of the swamp. The 
wellheads which serve the North Water District are  located primarily within this wetland area. Pine 
Swamp,  therefore,  is of  great  importance  as  it purifies  and protects much of  the Town’s drinking 
water. 
 
G. ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES 
Six  environmental  challenges have been  identified  in Raynham,  shown on Map G,  including: dam 
maintenance, illegal dumping, contaminated sites, stormwater management, aquifer protection, and 
new  development.  Four  of  these  issues  relate  to  a  general  problem  of maintenance.  There  are 
insufficient funds to address these concerns, and in some cases, a lack of public education and civic 
pride to ensure that the resource areas are protected from neglect and carelessness. Improved local 
and regional planning must address issues of aquifer protection and the impacts of new development 
in Raynham. 
 
Dam Maintenance 

A number of dams have been constructed, both public and private, on the streams which flow  into 
the  Taunton  River.  Some  of  these were  established  for  purposes  of  recreation,  others  related  to 
power  generation  for  local  industrial  activity.  Five  dams  have  been  identified  by  the  Highway 
Superintendent  as  needing maintenance. As  these  structures  assist with  flood  control  (a  50  Year 

The Hockomock Swamp is a unique and irreplaceable 
wildlife habitat. It is also the location of at least thirteen 
rare and endangered species identified by the Natural 

Heritage & Endangered Species Program. The 
archeological sites in the vicinity of this wetland 

complex are known to span a period of 9,000 years.  
The Swamp also acts as a huge reservoir for both 

regional flood storage and water supply for Raynham 
and West Bridgewater. Located within the ACEC are 

Lake Nippenicket, Gushee Pond, Hewitts Pond, 
Nunkets Pond, and the Dead and Titicut Swamps. 

- Designation, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, 
2/10/1990
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floor),  it  is  important  that  the  town  facilitate  their 
maintenance.  Johnson Pond,  for example, may be  improved 
with  the support of material  from  the Highway Department. 
The  dams  on  King  and  Hewitt  Pond  suffer  from  deferred 
maintenance  (i.e., erosion of  the concrete  structure and  the 
adjacent  embankment). A  survey of  these  structures by  the 
Department  of  Environmental  Management  recommended 
that  they  should  either  be  maintained  or  demolished.  The  Town  of  Raynham  Highway 
Superintendent has stated that  limited resources have prevented his department  in allocating men 
and materials to make the needed improvements. 
 
Illegal Dumping  

Many of the open space areas, both public and private, suffer from illegal dumping as well as litter. 
The Highway Department  cleans  up  sites where  there  is  illegal  dumping, when  resources  permit.  
Private property owners and developers need  to monitor  their property and erect barriers, where 
possible, to prevent illegal entry and dumping. The Highway Department has identified four sites that 
continue  to  be  a  target  for  illegal  dumping,  including:  at  the  end  of  Pine  Street,  Thrasher  Street 
woods, Garner Street woods, and Sandy Hill. The Highway Superintendent suggests a stronger bylaw 
with more severe penalty and better enforcement by Town officials. 
 
Take‐out  restaurants  are  the  source of much  trash, which  litters  the  roads  and open  spaces.  The 
support  of  these  businesses  in  undertaking  litter  reduction  measures  would  help  address  this 
problem. The Highway Department  is willing to provide yellow trash bags to residents who will pick 
up this litter. Once full and left by the road, the Department would then pick up and properly dispose 
of these bags. 
 
Contaminated Sites 
The major  site  contamination  issues  in Raynham are  limited  to  two  landfills, a  junk yard, and  the 
asphalt plant site. The Taunton and Raynham  landfills are  located  to  the south of Pine Swamp, on 
Thrasher and Britannia Streets. A  zone of contribution  to  some public water  supply points  for  the 
North Raynham District  is  located  in  this general area. While  the Town has  capped  its  landfill, an 
adjacent ash dump has yet to be protected. An adjacent junk yard continues to operate and is also a 
source of environmental concern. 
 
Stormwater Management 
Given  the wetlands and  streams  that exist  in Raynham,  flooding  is often a problem. Development 
must  be  restricted  from  flood  prone  areas  and  standards,  as  required  by  State  and  Federal 
regulations, should be adopted to address the proper storage and treatment of stormwater. Uniform 
standards must be adopted by the Planning Board, the Highway Department, and the Conservation 
Commission for the detention and slow release of stormwater. Systems must be designed, approved, 
and  installed  by  the  Town  and  developers  to maximize  recharge,  filter  pollutants,  and minimize 
flooding  and  the  alteration  of  water  temperatures  in  local  streams.  2008  US  EPA  standards  for 
stormwater management  indicate higher  standards, which will  increase  costs  for development.  In 
late  2011,  the US  EPA  issued  its  Small MS4 General  Stormwater  Permits which  require  increased 
stormwater management and oversight by all departments in Raynham. 
 
 

Dams Requiring Maintenance: 
1. Johnson Pond 
2. Hewitt Pond 
3. Kings Pond 
4. Leroy Pond 
5. Forge Rive Pond   
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Aquifer Protection 
Some of  the Town’s major public water  supply points are  located on  town boundaries. The North 
Water District shares an aquifer with the City of Taunton in the area of Pine Swamp and Route 138. 
The  Town  of  Bridgewater  has  an  aquifer  on  the  town  boundary  of  Lake  Nippenicket  near  the 
intersection  of  Elm  and North Main  Streets.  In  both  cases  the  towns must  address  land  use  and 
stormwater planning issues to ensure that the aquifers are protected. North Raynham Water District 
is  advocating  for  further  land  purchases  to  improve  the  protection  radius  around wells  and  over 
important aquifer. 
 
Other  threats  to  groundwater  include  pollution  from  runoff  from  large  parking  lots  and  repair 
businesses. Threats by vandalism of the water treatment system are also a concern. 
 
Most of the aquifer recharge areas have reduced the danger of contamination from septic systems 
by  the  extension  of  sewer  systems.  However,  care must  be  taken  that  sufficient  groundwater  is 
returned to the sub‐basins to ensure that water usage is sustainable. Some areas of North Raynham 
have seen a dramatic lowering of the aquifer in areas of sewer development as a result of the rapid 
drainage that occurs around new sewer lines causing the water to drain downstream before it can be 
absorbed into the groundwater system and recharge the aquifer. 
 
A small neighborhood area off of Prospect Hill Street, within the Zone II Water Resource Protection 
District, still remains unsewered and is a modest threat to the aquifer. 
 
New Development 
Unsewered areas  still  remain an environmental  challenge  in Raynham. New development  in areas 
south of Route 44 and areas near King Street and Locust Street are of concern. Additionally, there are 
threats to the Taunton River  in southeastern Raynham from unsewered residential and commercial 
areas.  The  2006  Raynham  Comprehensive Wastewater Management  Plan  has  been  implemented 
through  five phases. Phase 6 of  the Plan has been  engineered  and permitted with  funding made 
available  from  a  June  25,  2011 Debt  Exclusion  override. However,  costs  associated with  this  last 
phase may be prohibitive for the residents and the businesses in that area. Therefore grant funds will 
be sought to remediate some of the high costs associated with this final phase. 
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Section 5. Inventory of Lands of Conservation and 
        Recreation Interest 
 
Open  space  is undeveloped  land areas  that are managed primarily  for preservation or  recreation. 
Protected  open  space  is  a  land  area  that  is  permanently  dedicated  to  conservation,  recreation, 
environmental protection, and/or forestry and agricultural uses. 
 
Open Space can be owned by a municipality, a state or federal agency, a nonprofit  land protection 
organization, or a private landowner. However, there are different degrees of legal protection given 
to various parcels of land. Land can be legally protected in the following ways: 

• Private  lands  can  be  protected  in  perpetuity  through  deed  restrictions,  or  conservation 
easements.  These  private  lands  are  permanently  protected  if  the  deed  is  restricted  by  a 
Conservation  Restriction  (CR),  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction  (APR),  Historic 
Restriction, or Wetlands Restriction. Those  restrictions  running  in perpetuity are protected 
under Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State Constitution. 

• Lands under  special  taxation programs, Chapter 61, 61A, or 61B, are actively managed by 
their owners for forestry, agricultural, horticultural, or recreational use. The community has 
the right of first refusal should the landowner decide to sell and change the use of the land, 
therefore, it is important to prioritize these lands and consider steps the community should 
take to permanently protect these properties.  

• Lands acquired for watershed and aquifer protection are often permanently protected open 
space. 

• Public recreation and conservation lands may be permanently protected open space (“Article 
97  land”),  provided  that  they  have  been  dedicated  to  such  uses  as  conservation  or 
recreational use by deed. Municipal properties may be protected via the Town Meeting Vote. 

 
The  inventory  and  analysis of  lands of  conservation  and  recreation  interest  fall under  three main 
categories:  private  open  space  parcels,  public  and  nonprofit  open  space  parcels,  and  recreation 
parcels. Parcels were reviewed for their ownership, managing agency, current use, condition, public 
access, ADA accessibility,  recreation potential, zoning, protection status, grants  received, and deed 
restrictions. 
 
For the protected status of a parcel there are three categories: P = Permanently Protected, S = Semi‐
Protected, and N = Not Permanently Protected. This inventory determined that there is roughly 5,145 
acres  of  open  space  in  Raynham,  of which  1,493  acres  (or  29%  of  open  space)  are  permanently 
protected, 118 acres  (or 2% of open  space) are  semi‐protected, and 3,534 acres  (or 69% of open 
space)  are  not permanently protected  (See Maps  7.1  –  7.4).  The  complete  inventory  lists  can be 
found in Appendix 2. 
 
It  is  important  to note  that  this  inventory  is a general  list of  lands of conservation and  recreation 
interest  in  Raynham.  While  the  Raynham  Open  Space  Committee  may  choose  to  permanently 
protect  an  open  space  parcel  from  this  inventory,  a more  focused  priority  parcel  list  has  been 
developed and is discussed in Section 8. Goals and Objectives. 
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A. PRIVATE OPEN SPACE PARCELS 
This  inventory determined  that  there  are  roughly  3,472  acres of private open  space  in Raynham. 
Private parcels  are broken down  into  three  categories: Agricultural  Preservation Restriction  (APR) 
Land; Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B Land; and other land of interest. 
 
Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Land 
There are 215 acres of land under the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) 
APR Program. As defined above, these 215 acres are considered permanently protected, and are the 
only fully protected private open space parcels (Map 7.1). 
 
The  two major  APR  properties  in  Town  include:  Borden  Colony  (145  acres  of  cropland)  and  the 
Leonard Street Farm (70 acres of cropland). Both farms cultivate corn and vegetables. The complete 
list of APR land can be found in Table 14, located in Appendix 2. 
 
Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B Land 
There  are  118  acres  of  land  under  the  State’s  Chapter  61,  61A,  and  61B  “current  use”  taxation 
program  (Map 7.1). As defined above,  these 118 acres are considered only semi‐protected, as  the 
community has the right of first refusal should the  landowner decide to sell and change the use of 
the land. Therefore, it is important to prioritize these lands and consider steps the community should 
take to permanently protect these properties. The complete list of Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B land can 
be found in Table 15, located in Appendix 2. 
 
Other Land of Interest 
There are 3,139 acres of other private  lands of conservation and recreation  interest. These parcels 
were identified by closely examining the current use of privately owned open space parcels that are 
ten or more acres  in size. These parcels are not protected and are therefore vulnerable to adverse 
development (Map 7.1). 
 
The  complete  inventory  of  “Private  Open  Space  Parcels:  Other  Lands  of  Interest”  (or  Table  16) 
contains private  landowner  information, who are not voluntarily  in a public  land program  such as 
APR or Chapter 61. Therefore, this list it is not available to the general public. 
 
B. PUBLIC AND NONPROFIT OPEN SPACE PARCELS  
Open space parcels  that are owned by  the Town, State, or other public agency are not considered 
permanently protected unless  they have been designated  for  conservation or  recreation purposes 
and are therefore protected under Article 97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State Constitution. 
These  lands  require  an  act  of  State  legislature  in  order  to  change  their  use. Other  lands may  be 
developed or put into other use at any time. 
 
This inventory determined that there are roughly 1,104 acres of public open space and 221 acres of 
nonprofit open space in Raynham. Public parcels are broken down into two categories: Town‐owned 
land  and  State‐owned  land.  Nonprofit  parcels  are  also  broken  down  into  two  categories: 
Homeowners’ Trusts land and Land Trusts land. 
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Town-Owned Land 
There are 968 acres of Town‐owned land in Raynham, of which 765 acres (or 79%) are permanently 
protected and 203 acres  (or 21%) are not permanently protected  (Map 7.2). The  complete  list of 
Town‐owned land can be found in Table 17, located in Appendix 2. 
 
State-Owned Land 
There are 136 acres of State‐owned land in Raynham, of which 135 acres (or 99%) are permanently 
protected and 1 acre  (or 1%)  is not permanently protected  (Map 7.2). The  complete  list of State‐
owned land can be found in Table 18, located in Appendix 2. 
 
Homeowners’ Trust Land 
Since  2002  land  has  been  protected  under  the  Raynham  Zoning  Bylaw,  Article  14:  Open  Space 
Preservation, which was voted into place in 1998. The purpose of the bylaw was to allow smaller lot 
sizes  in a subdivision  if 40% of  the overall subdivision space  is  left as open space and  is conserved 
under  the  ownership  of  a  homeowners’  trust.  There  are  164  acres  of  homeowners’  trust  land  in 
Raynham.  All  164  acres  are  considered  permanently  protected  (Map  7.2).  The  complete  list  of 
homeowners’ trust land can be found in Table 19, located in Appendix 2. 
 
Land Trust Land 
There are 57 acres of land trust land in Raynham. All 57 acres are considered permanently protected 
(Map 7.2). The complete list of land trust land can be found in Table 19, located in Appendix 2. 
 
C. RECREATION PARCELS 
Recreation parcels are  separated  from  the above open  space parcels because  they have  intensive 
indoor/outdoor  recreation  uses.  This  inventory  determined  that  there  are  roughly  349  acres  of 
recreation  land  in  Raynham.  Recreation  parcels  are  broken  down  into  two  categories:  private 
recreation and public recreation. 
 
The majority of the recreation sites are located in the northern and central areas of town (north of I‐
495 and west of Route 24). Recreational  facilities  include:  two  tennis  courts, one golf course, one 
driving range, 15 playing  fields, two playgrounds, two swimming pools, a racquetball  facility, a dog 
track, a shooting facility, one trail, two picnic areas, a riding ring, and a boating and fishing facility. In 
addition, walking, hiking, and biking are  important  recreational activities  in Raynham, as well as  in 
the region. 
 
Private Recreation 
There are 137 acres of privately owned recreation  land  in Raynham, of which 15 acres (or 11%) are 
permanently  protected  and  122  acres  (or  89%)  are  not  permanently  protected  (Map  7.3).  The 
complete list of private recreation land can be found in Table 20, located in Appendix 2. 
 
Public Recreation 
There are 212 acres of publicly owned recreation land in Raynham, of which 143 acres (or 68%) are 
permanently  protected  and  69  acres  (or  32%)  are  not  permanently  protected  (Map  7.3).  The 
complete list of private recreation land can be found in Table 20, located in Appendix 2. 
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Section 6. Community Vision   
 
A. DESCRIPTION OF PROCESS 

The goals for the 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan are based upon the 2009 Open Space Plan 
Update Committee’s review of a number of  important planning documents. The Committee has re‐
affirmed the over‐all direction of preserving the Town’s rural character, which was established in the 
Town’s first Open Space Plan, titled 1989 Raynham Conservation and Recreation Plan, and again  in 
the 2002 Open Space Plan. 
 
Several efforts were undertaken by  the community  to support  the development of  the 2012 Open 
Space and Recreation Plan. A 2009 Community Survey for Open Space and Recreation Planning was 
conducted to better understand the needs and priorities of local residents (Appendix 3). The results 
of the survey were compared to the results of the survey completed for the 2002 Open Space Plan. 
During  the  process  of  developing  the  2000  Master  Plan  the  Open  Space  Committee  met  on 
numerous occasions to provide input for the development of: a vision, the analysis of needs, and the 
establishment of priorities, which  formed  the basis of  the open  space  section of  the 2000 Master 
Plan. In 2002, a full Open Space Plan was developed with a 12‐member Open Space Committee and 
with assistance of a planning  consultant.  In May of 2009, a 14‐member 2009 Open Space Update 
Committee, consisting of town staff and  local citizens, was formed. The Committee, with assistance 
from Marilyn Whalley,  the  current  Town  Planner,  prepared  the  up‐dated  2012  Open  Space  and 
Recreation Plan. Over the course of a three year period from 2009 to 2012 public  input was sought 
through surveys, press releases, a newspaper insert, an Action Plan workshop, and at Town Meeting.   
 
Summary of Survey Results 
The 2002 and 2009 Community Surveys for Open Space and Recreation Planning provided a valuable 
framework  for  the  below  vision  statement  and  open  space  and  recreation  goals.  The  2002 
Community  Survey was mailed  to  all  3,500  homeowners  in  Raynham.  Over  700  responses  (20% 
response rate) were received, of which some 60% were older adults without young children. In 2009, 
the  Town  of  Raynham  issued  the  same  survey  document  to  gauge  the  current  priorities  of  the 
citizens and to see if opinions had changed since the 2002 Community Survey. The 2009 Community 
Survey was  placed  in  3,500  copies  of  the  Raynham  newspaper,  The  Call, which  is  sent  to  every 
housing unit  in Town. The 2009 Community Survey was also placed at  the Town Library and Town 
Hall, as well as made available online. Press releases were  issued to  let  the public know when and 
where  the 2009 Community  Survey was available. However, only 119  surveys were  returned. The 
results were tallied and compared by percentage of total responses to the 2002 Community Survey 
below. A summary of the results of the 2009 Community Survey can be found in Appendix 3. 
 
The 2009 Community Survey highlighted four issues: 

1. Character of the Town 
2. Priority Issues 
3. Recreation Services and Facilities 
4. Growth, Development, and Preservation 

 
Character of the Town 
In  2002,  the  residents  of  Raynham  felt  their  town was  either  rural  or  in  transition  from  rural  to 
suburban. Very  few  residents  felt  the  town was a  suburb of Boston or a bedroom  community.  In 
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2009  the  same  percentage  of  residents  thought Raynham was  a  rural  town  (32%)  and  a  town  in 
transition (42%) but the 2009 residents also thought that  it was a suburb of Boston (24% vs. 3%  in 
2002). 
 
Priority Issues 
Residents were asked to prioritize their concerns for preservation. In 2002, over 80%  indicated that 
open  space  to  preserve water  supply  needs was  the  highest  priority.  In  2009  this was  again  the 
highest priority need  (80%). Needs  for open space  for recreation  in 2002 and  in 2009 were similar 
(58%  in  2002  vs.  61%  in  2009).  An  interest  in  preserving  places  and  buildings  of  historical  or 
architectural interest placed third and fourth in priority for both surveys. 
 
In a separate question, residents were asked how important they felt it was for the town to acquire 
and preserve conservation areas. Nearly 80% of the residents  in both survey years felt  it was either 
“very important” or “important” to do this. 
 
In 2002 and in 2009, respondents indicated that they were supportive of placing equal emphasis on 
both the maintenance of existing recreation facilities and acquisition of additional conservation land 
(63% in 2002 vs. 69% in 2009). 
 
Recreation Services and Facilities 
The  rating  of  town  recreation  services  provided  some  insight  into  residents’  attitudes  about  the 
importance of open space and recreation areas. 
 
65% of 2009 respondents  indicated  that they were “satisfied” or “very satisfied” with children and 
youth  recreation  areas  compared  to  57%  of  2002  respondents,  indicating  a  slight  improvement.     
Areas for adult recreation also showed a slight  improvement with 43% of 2009 respondents versus 
37% of 2002  respondents  indicating  “very  satisfied” or  “satisfied”. A new question  asked  in 2009 
about  the  use  of  recreational  facilities  outside  of  Raynham  indicated  that  51%  used  out  of  town 
recreational facilities with Borderland State Park and bike trails as the most popular. 
 
The survey also asked the residents to rank (from #1 being the highest priority to #5 being the lowest 
priority)  the  top  five  recreational  facilities  that  are needed  in Raynham.  The  following  results  are 
ordered by the highest number of #1 priority ratings: 

• #1 Bike Trails (Placed 5th in 2002) 
• #2 Conservation Areas (#6 in 2002) 
• #3 Children’s Play Areas (#2 in 2002) 
• #4 Public Access to Water Bodies (#8 in 2002) 
• #5 Fitness Trails (not in top 10 in 2002) 
• #6 Develop Town Common (#3 in 2002) 
• #7 Little League Field (#4 in 2002) 
• #8 Lacrosse Facility (not listed in 2002 or 2009, write in votes) 

 
It should be noted that six of the activities listed above were in the top 8 in priority in both 2002 and 
2009. However, the top priority in 2002, a Recreation Center, was listed near the bottom of the list in 
2009. 
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When total number of responses (including all #1 to #5 priority responses) are used as a criteria for 
importance  to  the  respondents,  the  top  three are Bike Trails with 49 votes, Fitness Trails with 39 
votes, and a tie for third with Public Access to Water Bodies and Hiking and Cross Country Skiing with 
36 votes each. 
 
Growth, Development, and Preservation 
Respondents were  asked  a  series of questions  relating  to  growth  and development  issues.  It was 
found that there was general support for preserving the Town’s rural character in both the 2002 and 
2009 Community Surveys. However,  there  is a marked difference among  respondents  in 2002 and 
2009  in  regards  to  the willingness of  residents  to pay  for  this preservation.    In 2002, only 18% of 
respondents were in favor of “private” actions to purchase valuable land for preservation compared 
to 50% favoring this method  in 2009. In 2002, only 22% of respondents  indicated that they favored 
“public” action to purchase land compared to 40% in 2009. 
 
In  2002,  and  again  in  2009,  respondents  were  in  favor  of  regulating  residential  growth  in 
undeveloped areas whereas  in business and  industrial areas there was more support for regulating 
growth in existing developed areas rather than in undeveloped areas. 
 
While preservation of farmland was favored by over 85% of the respondents in 2002 the percentage 
was slightly lower in 2009 with 79% favoring the preservation of farmland. In 2002 respondents were 
more interested in indirect support of this effort (i.e., tax credits and allowing limited development) 
then they were  in outright purchase or purchase of development rights. This finding was supported 
by the 2009 survey, except that 50% of respondents favored outright purchase. 
 
Strategies to preserve open space in 2009 were ranked as follows: 

• 74%   Require open space be set aside in new sub‐divisions   (87% in 2002) 
• 74%   Tax reduction program to protect farmland   (71% in 2002) 
• 61%   Town supported land acquisition   (73% in 2002)  
• 61%   Limit development to preserve farmland   (53% in 2002) 
• 50%   Private purchase of valuable land to preserve farmland   (18% in 2002) 
• 45%   Sell some land to town at fair market value   (61% in 2002) 
• 40%   Outright public purchase of farm land to preserve it   (22% in 2002) 
• 39%   Real Estate Transfer Tax on new construction   (36% in 2002) 
• 37%   Sell or contribute Conservation Restriction to protect your land   (49% in 2002) 
• 37%   Donation and receipt of Conservation Restrictions on farm land   (14% in 2002) 
• 34%   Real Estate Transfer Tax on any real estate transaction   (36% in 2002) 
• 30%   Sell development rights   (49% in 2002) 

 
B. STATEMENT OF OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION GOALS 
The vision  statement and open  space and  recreation goals are based upon a  review of Section 3. 
Community Setting, Section 4. Environmental Inventory and Analysis, Section 5. Inventory of Lands 
of Conservation and Recreation  Interest, and  the  results of  the 2009 Community Survey  for Open 
Space and Recreation Planning. 
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Vision Statement 
Raynham will utilize  the  framework of  its natural  landscape  to  foster a  vision of  conservation and 
recreation activities, which will enhance the Town’s rural character. A greenbelt of wetlands, ponds, 
rivers, streams, and water resources which constitute the Taunton River Watershed will be conserved. 
Scenic,  historic,  agricultural,  and  habitat  resources  which  define  town  character  are  also  to  be 
protected. A series of trails, sidewalks, bike paths, canoe and kayak  launch areas, and scenic roads, 
which will facilitate access and circulation through and between these resource areas and connecting 
major  public  facilities, will  be  developed  into  a  cohesive  landscape  of  residences  and  commercial 
centers connected by resource areas, scenic roads, and trails. 
 
Open Space and Recreation Goals 

1. Protect the Taunton River and its tributaries as a greenbelt landscape of ponds, 
rivers, wetlands, wildlife, fisheries, and varied vegetation, as well as a watershed 
providing the town with a stable supply of quality drinking water. 
 

2. Preserve Raynham's rural character, historic resources, and scenic and 
environmental features. 
 

3. Create a system of walking and recreation trails which will connect the Town’s open 
space to its residential and commercial areas. 
 

4. Provide public access to public water bodies for kayaking and canoeing. 
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Section 7. Analysis of Needs 
 
How will the town of Raynham protect the Taunton River Watershed and the Town’s rural character, 
as well as provide public access to water bodies and create a system of walking and recreation trails? 
 
The  following  analysis  of  needs  and  opportunities  will  explore  the  shortfall  between  vision  and 
reality.  Fulfilling  the  open  space  vision  will  require  addressing  needs  relating  to:  A)  Resource 
Protection,  B)  Community,  and  C)  Management.  This  assessment  provides  the  context  for  the 
subsequent Section 8. Goals and Objectives and Section 9. Seven‐Year Action Plan. 
 
A. SUMMARY OF RESOURCE PROTECTION NEEDS 
Growth management issues have long characterized the concerns of Raynham. They were identified 
in the 1982 Comprehensive Growth Policy Plan and the 1989 Raynham Conservation and Recreation 
Plan, both prepared by SRPEDD, as well as in the 2000 Master Plan: A Framework for Tomorrow. The 
2002 Open Space Plan also identified growth management as an important issue related to resource 
protection. 
 
Infrastructure  improvements  (such  as  sewers,  stormwater  systems,  and  roadway  construction), 
regulations  to  protect  the  Town’s  natural  resources,  and  land  acquisition  have  been  on‐going 
concerns for the past 25 years. Considerable sewer, stormwater system, and roadway improvements 
have been made in Raynham since 2002 and those improvements have helped to protect the Town’s 
natural  resources.     However,  the  focus on  resource protection  is  continually eroded as  the Town 
deals with pressure to continue building on the last remaining buildable house lots along town roads 
and in areas close to wetlands. 
                                                                         
Resource Protection Vision 
The Taunton River Watershed is portrayed as a number of over‐lapping resource areas which form a 
greenbelt of wetlands, ponds,  river corridors, and habitat areas.  Included within  this greenbelt are 
the  Hockomock  Swamp  ACEC,  FEMA  Flood  Zones,  river  corridors  protected  under  the  Rivers 
Protection Act, Aquifer Protection Areas, and Habitat Areas. Critical  resources provided within  this 
area  are  public  water  points,  ponds,  rivers  and  streams  utilized  for  fishing,  plant  and  habitat 
environments,  scenic  sites,  and  walking  trails.  The  2005  Taunton  River  Stewardship  Plan  was 
developed  by  SRPEDD  along  with  the  Taunton Wild  and  Scenic  River  Study  Committee  and  the 
National Park Service. The Stewardship Plan’s goals are  to preserve and  restore  the Taunton River 
corridor  as  an  intact  river  ecosystem  and  regional  resource;  to  develop  a  strong  coalition  of 
municipalities, citizens, non‐profits, agencies, for planning and  implementing public education,  land 
use,  recreation,  and  conservation  strategies  for  the  Taunton  River.  The  final  goal,  which  they 
achieved in 2008, was to secure designation of the Taunton River as a National Wild and Scenic River. 
 
Infrastructure Improvements 
Wastewater Management 
In accordance with the 1970 Sewage Master Plan, the Raynham Board of Commissioners has worked 
to  provide  sewer  service  to  most  of  the  major  developed  areas  in  the  community.  In  2008,  a 
Comprehensive Wastewater Management Plan was prepared for Raynham by Tighe and Bond. The 
Plan  outlined  the  process  to  complete  the  1970  Sewer  Master  Plan.  The  Raynham  Sewer 
Commissioners have acquired the funding to complete Phase 6 of the 1970 plan through a successful 
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debt exclusion vote in June 2001. The cost of constructing Phase 6 is estimated to be approximately 
$9 million, a very significant cost to a community of 13,383 residents. The continued development of 
the Town’s  sewer  system  to existing built areas  is critical  to protecting various  resource areas. By 
contrast, its expansion to various undeveloped areas east of Route 104 and south along the Taunton 
River will facilitate development in areas which could negatively impact the Taunton River. A plan for 
decentralized systems should be encouraged  in this area. Over the next 5 – 10 years Raynham will 
need to take steps to increase flow allocation. 
 
Stormwater Systems 
The Highway Department, Conservation Commission, and Planning Board need to develop a uniform 
set of standards and regulations allowing for the filtering, detention, and slow release of stormwater. 
Systems  must  be  designed,  approved,  and  installed  by  the  Town  and  developers  to  maximize 
recharge,  filter  pollutants,  minimize  flooding  and  the  alteration  of  water  temperatures  in  local 
streams, and to meet the new 2008 EPA stormwater regulations (See Appendix 4). 
 
It is recommended that subdivisions be controlled in areas where outfall for drainage does not exist. 
In addition,  the use of  swales  in  selective  locations  can  reduce  the  size of detention basins which 
consume more  land.  It  is  also  recommended  that  there be  a  reduction  in  the  area of  impervious 
surfaces in commercial development and a greater use of detention areas on commercial property to 
hold  water.  The  Raynham  Highway  Superintendent  suggests  opening  up  older  drainage  ditches, 
which have narrowed over the years, thereby increasing flow and reducing flooding and erosion that 
currently exists. He also recommends that the Town  follow the State’s  lead  in not accepting storm 
scepters  as  they  are  very  expensive  to  install  and  to  maintain.  The  high  cost  of  stormwater 
management, which will become more evident as the new EPA regulations take hold, must be part of 
the  long  term  planning  and  engineering  that    goes  into  a  buildable  site  for  subdivisions  and 
commercial development. 
 
Areas of Raynham that currently have drainage  issues are: (1) the area south of Route 44 between 
Church Street and Hill Street; (2) Britten Circle, which  lacks an outfall for the runoff  in this area; (3) 
Regan Circle where retention systems have failed; (4) Prattville Estates where flooding has continued 
to be a problem; and, (5) Center Street near Cedar Mill Road, where street flooding occurs. 
 
Roads 
Roadways must be  improved taking  into account the community’s vision for preserving historic and 
scenic assets. The Town needs to maximize its funding sources to add sidewalks and/or bike paths to 
new  roads and  to  retrofit older  roads, particularly  in areas of  scenic  interest. Where  sidewalks do 
exist, they are heavily used but connections to other points of interest or neighborhoods are needed. 
There  are  conflicting priorities within  the  community on  road  layout  and design which  should be 
examined.  The  trend  of  narrower  roads  through  Low  Impact  Development  initiatives,  which 
consumes  less  land,  is  attractive  to  those  who  want  to  preserve  the  rural  character  of  the 
community. However, Police and Fire Departments stress the need for wider roads, wide sidewalks, 
and lighting to improve public safety. The community should look at the long term needs for each of 
these  roadway  layout  designs  and  determine where  each  design might  be  the most  appropriate. 
Road maintenance and repair continue to be a very high cost  in Raynham and the Town’s ability to 
keep up with the wear and tear on its roadways is problematic. 
 



    Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

37 

Regulations 
Since the 2002 Open Space Plan, and  in response to the  issues regarding protection of open space 
and water resources, the Town added a Water Resource Protection Area and a TDR bylaw to transfer 
development  from  sensitive areas  to areas  identified as more  suitable. An Open Space bylaw also 
allows  clustering  of  lots within  a  subdivision  for  the  protection  of  open  space.  The  Conservation 
Commission and the Planning Board need to continue to enforce the system of regulations to protect 
the diverse resource areas in Town. 
 
Surface waters, such as  rivers and brooks, are  important because  they provide drainage and  flood 
protection for upland areas, act as habitat for fish and other wildlife, and serve as recreational lands 
for  fishing  and  boating.  They  also  provide  scenic  vistas  and  visual  relief  to  the  man‐made 
environment. In addition, lakes and ponds channel and retain storm water, provide important scenic 
and  recreational environments, and directly or  indirectly  serve as  sources of municipal water. The 
Town should consider local measures to protect the undeveloped land along the banks of ponds and 
lakes  in order  to preserve  them  their natural  functions.  In  some  cases existing  regulations  can be 
modified,  in other  cases new  regulations will be needed. Coordination between  the Conservation 
Commission and the Planning Board is essential. 
 
A general approach  to  resource protection  is  indicated below  in Table 21. There are  five  resource 
areas that need protection: water resources, open space, sensitive areas, recreational resources, and 
agricultural areas. Table 21 summarizes the existing regulatory framework governing these resource 
areas and suggests supplemental protection strategies. 
 
Table 21.  Proposed Natural Resource Protection Strategies 

Natural Resource Existing 
Conditions Supplemental Protection Strategies 

Water Resources   

Surface Water S, M Acquisition, public access improvements, regulations 
along pond frontage 

Groundwater P, S, M, L Cluster zoning, 2008  EPA performance standards for 
stormwater runoff, acquisition 

Wetlands P, S, M Improved mapping, performance requirements 
Floodplains M Utilize 2009 FEMA mapping   
Open Space   

Open Space P, L, T, X Acquisition, cluster zoning, incentives to encourage 
permanent restriction under private ownership 

Fields T, X Acquisition, cluster zoning, back lot zoning, incentives 
to encourage permanent restriction 

Sensitive Areas   

ACEC L, X 
Acquisition, cluster zoning, low density zoning, 
performance requirements under site plan review, 
incentives to encourage permanent restriction 

PSRH L, X 
Acquisition, cluster zoning, performance requirements 
under site plan review, incentives to encourage 
permanent restriction 
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Recreational 
Resources P, L, T, X Acquisition, incentives for trail development 

Agricultural 
Areas P, T, X Cluster zoning, back lot zoning, encourage use of 

APR restrictions 
  
Existing Conditions Key: 
P   Permanently protected via public conservation ownership or permanent restriction 
S   Protected via state regulation 
M   Protected via local regulation 
L   Limited protection via state/local regulation or non-conservation public ownership 
T   Temporarily protected (i.e., Chapter 61) 
X   Unprotected or Protection Status Unknown  
 
Water Resource Protection Area 
Protecting aquifers from contamination is critical to securing the quality of the Town's groundwater, 
given  that  approximately 95% of  the Town's  residents  rely on Town water  for drinking  and other 
household uses. Raynham’s high rate of population growth will necessitate a continued emphasis on 
strict adherence to aquifer protection regulations  in Raynham’s zoning bylaw. Population growth  is 
expected to place additional demand on groundwater resources. One way to protect water resources 
is to restrict the types of  land use on the  land overlying the aquifers. The state and the town have 
protective zones that restrict uses in the aquifers and their recharge zones. 
 
Both North Raynham and Central Raynham Water Departments have been actively adding well sites. 
The Town  remapped  the  Zone  II  areas  to  rework  the boundaries  to  actual  roads  and/or property 
boundary lines thereby clarifying the outside borders of the zone. The Zone II and III areas defined by 
the  Town  for  aquifer  protection  (Water  Resource  Protection Overlay District)  do  not  consistently 
correspond with  the  areas  defined  by  DEP.  The  DEP  boundaries  are  based  upon  hydro  geologic 
studies  rather  than  roads and natural  features used  in  the Town’s district boundaries. Some areas 
protected by the Town’s boundaries are not covered by the State and vice versa. Furthermore, the 
Town has identified some of the re‐charge areas which are needed to protect public water supplies 
(Zone III’s) which are not covered by the DEP designation of Zone II. A consistent regulatory strategy 
needs  to be adopted by  the Town, which can withstand a  legal challenge as well as protect public 
water supplies. 
 
Land Use Threats to Water Resource Protection Areas 
An  analysis of  land uses within  the Water Resource Protection Overlay District was performed  to 
identify  threats  to  its water  resources. Land use concerns  in  the areas of  land  that are under DEP 
Zone II protection are: 

 

• There  are  recycling  centers  and  residential  areas  in  the  DEP  Zone  II  area  on  the 
Raynham/Taunton  line.  Title  V  of  the  DEP  code  should  address  the  residential  sewerage 
concerns. Part of  the DEP Zone  II on  the Taunton  line adjacent  to Route 138  is  zoned  for 
industry.  In order  to ensure  the protection of  this area,  the Town might want  to  consider 
changing the zoning. 

• There needs to be more communication between the land use authority, the Planning Board, 
and the Water Districts when siting a large development project. The communication should 
start at the earliest levels so that the protection of water resources is considered during the 
planning stages. 
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Additional Areas Warranting Protection 
• The aquifer in the central section of town is not adequately protected. The Zone II boundary 

could be extended further east to protect the Town's aquifer. 
• Numerous tributaries of the Taunton River are located in east Raynham, east of Locust Street 

and south of Route 44. As  these streams  flow  into  the Taunton River,  it  is  imperative  that 
they be protected for the secondary impacts which pollution of these resources areas would 
cause to the Taunton River system. 

• Gushee Pond and Titicut Swamp are  important recharge areas for adjacent town wells. The 
protection of these resource areas is important. 

 
Flood Prone Areas 
In 2009, the Town accepted the FEMA boundaries for flood protection. Property owners are required 
to verify the boundaries when new construction is requested. There is some minor encroachment by 
development  in  the  Flood Hazard Protective Overlay District  (FHPOD)  in  the  central and  southern 
section of Raynham. While  land use  is  restricted within  the district,  landowners  are permitted  to 
include  a  portion  of  land  designated  as  flood‐prone  in  the  total  estimation  of  lot  acreage,  thus 
permitting more development on the fringes of flood‐prone areas than may be appropriate. 
 
Flooding  is  a  serious  problem  in  some  areas  of  Raynham.  Raynham’s  Highway  Superintendent 
identified  five  neighborhoods  or  streets  where  flooding  continues  to  be  a  problem,  despite 
infrastructure  in place  to mitigate  flooding  (see page 36 Stormwater Systems). There  should be a 
collaborative effort between the Highway Department and the Planning Board to  identify the exact 
causes of the flooding and to work with other departments and boards to find resources to make the 
necessary public infrastructure improvements to relieve the flooding. 
 
Wetlands 
The Town  should update  its approach  to managing wetlands. The existing  zoning district  is poorly 
mapped,  excluding  some  important wetland  areas,  and  including  some  areas which may  not  be 
wetlands. For  instance,  there are  some wetlands  in  the  southern  section of Raynham, particularly 
near Basset Brook, which should be designated to protect the stream from impacts of development. 
Pine Swamp merits protection even though it is already designated as open space. 
 
Furthermore,  the  existing  zoning  district’s  permitted  uses  are  inappropriately  regulated.  The 
Planning  Board  has  determined  that  this  activity  is  more  appropriately  regulated  through  the 
Wetland Bylaws overseen by the Conservation Commission. The Planning Board might adopt a new 
Resource  Protection  Zone  which  would  include  wetlands  and  the  other  related  over‐lapping 
resources  such  as  river  frontage, ponds  frontage,  and habitat  areas. Development  near or within 
these  areas  would  be  subject  to  site  plan  review.  In  addition,  the  Town  should  adopt  its  own 
regulations for stricter enforcement of the 25’ no touch zone. 
 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

• The  Hockomock  Swamp  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  concern  (ACEC)  is  the  largest 
vegetated  freshwater  wetland  system  in  Massachusetts.  The  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental Affairs designated this 16,800 acre natural and scenic swamp area in 1990. It 
includes  swamps  and  associated  wetlands  and  water  bodies  located  in  six  communities 
including Bridgewater, Easton, Norton, Raynham, Taunton, and West Bridgewater. 
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The Hockomock Swamp is a unique and irreplaceable 
wildlife habitat. It is also the location of at least thirteen 
rare and endangered species identified by the Natural 

Heritage & Endangered Species Program. The 
archeological sites in the vicinity of this wetland complex 
are known to span a period of 9,000 years. The Swamp 

also acts as a huge reservoir for both regional flood 
storage and water supply for Raynham and West 
Bridgewater. Located within the ACEC are Lake 

Nippennicket, Gushee Pond, Hewitts Pond, Nunkets 
Pond, the Dead and Titicut Swamps. 

- Designation, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, 
2/10/1990

A  2,600  acre  area  located  in  the 
northern  and  central  areas  of 
Raynham  is designated as part of  the 
Hockomock Swamp ACEC. There  is no 
local  zoning  regulation  to  address 
resource  protection  within  this 
district.  It  is  important  to  examine 
land  uses within  the  ACEC  to  ensure 
that  potentially  harmful  activities  are 
not  occurring  in  this  sensitive  area. 
Located within  the ACEC  in  the  town 
of Raynham there are: wetlands, protected open space areas, forested areas, a flood hazard 
protective zone, surface water bodies (including Hewitt Pond and Gushee Pond), gravel pits, 
a major highway, and residential development. 

 
• There  are  very  large  land  areas  within  the  town  of  Raynham  identified  by  the  Natural 

Heritage and Endangered Species Program as Priority Habitats of Rare Species  (PHRS) and 
Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife (EHRW). These areas cover approximately 1/3 of the land 
area  in Raynham  (Map F). There has been a  threefold  increase  in  the areas designated as 
PHRS and EHRW in Raynham since it was mapped in 2002. Within these areas, a large portion 
of the land is protected open space and/or wetlands. There are also considerable commercial 
uses  and  gravel  pits  located  in  these  areas.  As  a  result  of  growth  in  development  and 
redevelopment  of  commercial  and  residential  areas  in  the  areas  identified  as  PHRS  and 
EHRW, there are added pressures on Town oversight authorities to balance the  interests of 
property owners,  increased  tax  revenue,  and  the need  to protect  sensitive  environmental 
areas. More dialogue between the Planning Board and the Conservation Commission about 
future development might help the Town better understand the issues. 

 
Acquisition 
The Town's natural resources can be protected through a combination of regulation and acquisition. 
The total area of the town that is covered by one or more of the above mentioned natural resources 
is about 6,670 acres or 50% of the total land area. Much of this area is now protected through state 
and local regulations, however many of these regulations may be insufficient, especially where there 
is  an  interest  in  protecting  uplands  or  continuous  trails.  Acquisition  of  some  portion  of  land  for 
conservation purposes is needed. 
 
The  Open  Space  Committee  has  evaluated  a  list  of  121  parcels  containing  some  3,139  acres  of 
privately owned open space to determine how much  land should be acquired for public recreation 
use or  conservation.  The Committee  subsequently  identified  a  list 26 priority parcels  for possible 
acquisition, which  is further discussed  in Section 8. Goals and Objectives. These properties  include 
parcels needed  for public water protection,  for access and  resource protection along  the Taunton 
River,  for  trail  access,  and  scenic  view  protection.  The  community  needs  to  concentrate  on 
acquisition opportunities that are contiguous to already preserved lands and Town recreation lands, 
such as the 2007 Oxbow acquisition and the area around Borden Colony. A  focused effort  to work 
with  land  preservation  organizations  can  provide  the  framework  for  development  of  acquisition 
projects and funding sources to meet this goal. 
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Economics of Open Space Preservation 
The  most  effective  way  to  protect  natural  resources  is  through  ownership.  Regulations  do  not 
provide sufficient protection in many cases because they can be changed, over turned, or violated if 
not well enforced. It can also be difficult to target regulations to cover specific parcels which contain 
valuable natural  resources. Hence,  an  essential  element  to  a  natural  resources protection plan  is 
formulating a strategy to acquire open space. 
 
Such a strategy  is not beyond  the means of a community such as Raynham. Recent analyses have 
demonstrated  that  open  space  acquisition  may  have  a  positive  impact  on  a  town’s  finances, 
especially in relation to the alternative development that could take place. Certainly in the long run, 
and possibly even in the short run, the cost of acquiring a parcel  is likely to be less than the cost of 
providing expensive town services and infrastructure to new residents of a residential development. 
Studies have shown that there  is a greater  long‐term cost to taxpayers when  land  is developed for 
residential housing than if the land was left as open space or as agricultural land. Commercial uses, 
especially retail use, may also require municipal services that balance the cost of acquisition. Besides 
the  direct  impact  on  the  Town's  budget,  the  acquisition  of  open  space  has  additional  potential 
economic  benefits.  The  preservation  of  open  space  protects  and  enhances  the  taxable  value  of 
surrounding properties, which would partially or totally offset the loss of the open space parcel from 
the  tax  base.  Additionally,  having  recreation  land  and  open  space  can  attract  business  and 
investment to a town. Acquisition is also a cost‐effective way to protect the Town’s water resources, 
avoiding or reducing the need for future infrastructure improvements. 
 
Now that the list of priority parcels for acquisition has been developed, an analysis of fiscal impacts 
of development versus acquisition can be undertaken for specific parcels in order to support a Town 
Meeting decision to  finance an acquisition. This  is especially true  for Chapter 61 parcels. Now that 
the  town has a  list of Chapter 61  lands  (Table 15,  located  in Appendix 2),  the Town will be better 
able  to act quickly  if a property  should  come on  the market.  In determining whether open  space 
acquisition  represents a net  fiscal benefit  for  the  town,  consideration  should also be given  to  the 
possibility of obtaining State funding through grants toward the cost of acquisition. 
 
Aside from acquisition, other options for obtaining permanent protection exist, which can also help 
to  limit  the  cost  to  the  Town.  Land  trusts  or  other  nonprofit  organizations  can  acquire  land  for 
conservation purposes,  and  can work with  the  Town  to  identify  and  support  common objectives. 
Private owners may be persuaded to donate or sell the development rights of their  land through a 
Conservation Restriction (CR) or an Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR), while retaining title to 
the land itself. Federal inheritance taxes favor the donation of conservation restrictions or full title to 
properties to minimize the tax obligation owed by beneficiaries. An education campaign could target 
significant  landowners who do not  intend  to develop  their properties and help  them plan  for  the 
optimal protection of their estates through open space preservation10. 
 
B. SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY’S NEEDS 
 
Community Open Space Vision 
The community open space vision includes protecting resource areas and views to these areas such 
as ponds, streams, aquifers, wetlands, trails, agricultural areas, and creating a system of trails, bike 
paths, and sidewalks to link residential, commercial, and resource areas. 
                                                       
10 See Preserving Family Lands Book II by Stephen J. Small. 
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Community Needs  
Five needs must be addressed to achieve the community open space vision: 

1. Protected open space 
2. Recreation areas 
3. A trail system to connect resource areas and historic areas with residential and commercial 

districts. 
4. Agricultural areas 
5. Town ADA compliance 

 
Protected Open Space 
Conservation  of  open  space  is  needed  to  protect  water  resources,  wildlife  habitats,  and  other 
sensitive environmental  resources, as well as  to shape development and preserve  the  town’s  rural 
character. A conservation  strategy can be established based upon  the extent of natural  resources, 
scenic areas, agricultural  lands, and historic resources that contribute to the Town's rural character 
and environmental sustainability. Using resource protection for determining need, the Town would 
ideally  preserve  land  in  order  to  protect  water  resources,  the  ACEC,  wetlands,  floodplains,  and 
priority habitat. Many of these resource areas overlap. 
 
Another way to determine the existing and projected need for open space is derived from an 
analysis of the projected build‐out. As indicated in Table 22 below, the projected build‐out drastically 
reduces  the  amount  of  open  space.  Current  open  space  acres  (protected  and  unprotected)  total 
5,145  acres  or  38.5%  of  Town  land  area. When  all  residential  and  commercially  zoned  land  is 
developed  to  full build out,  the  remaining open  space  land,  including  the  current protected open 
space, will total 1,886 acres or 14.1% of Town land area. 
 
Table 22.  Land Use Build-Out 

 

Total Town Area 
13,350 Acres 

Existing 
Acres 

% of Town 
Area 

Potential 
Increase 

Acres at Full 
Build-Out 

% of Town 
Area 

Residential Land 5,156 38.6 2,735 7,891 59.1 

Commercial Land 1,053 7.9 524 1,577 11.8 

Other Developed Land 1,816 13.6 -- 1,816 13.6 

Waterways 180 1.4 -- 180 1.4 

Total Open Space 5,145 38.5 -(3,259) 1,886 14.1 
Protected Open 
Space 1,493 11.2 -- 1,493 11.2 

Unprotected Open 
Space 3,652 27.3 -(3,259) 393 2.9 

  
Source:  Raynham Assessor’s Office, SRPEDD 
 
The rate at which open space is being developed in Raynham is a concern. In the 2002 Open Space 
Plan, the amount of open space, including protected and unprotected, totaled 8,750 acres or 65.5% 
of Town land area. Today we have 5,145 acres of open space, which is a reduction of 27% in just 8 
years. However it is important to note that some progress has been made. In 2002 Raynham had 
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1,157 acres of protected open space. Today, we have 1,493 acres or 336 acres of new protected 
open space. Unfortunately the rate of development of residential and commercial areas is nearly 
double the rate at which the community is able to preserve land. As open space becomes less 
abundant, the cost of preserving land will increase. 
 
Recreation Areas 
The Massachusetts  Statewide  Comprehensive  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan  (SCORP)  assessment  is  a 
state‐wide  regional needs  survey.  This  survey  identified  a number of deficiencies  in  Southeastern 
Massachusetts. Although there were no  large deficiencies, the report noted that the need for, “the 
acquisition, protection, and expansion of recreation opportunities was significantly higher than most 
of the other regions.” Specific areas of need included: 

• Development and expansion of recreation facilities 
• Maintenance of recreation facilities 
• Acquisition and protection of water supply areas 
• Acquisition and protection of recreation areas 
• Acquisition and protection of conservation areas 

 
Standards  have  been  formulated  by  national  agencies  that  establish  an  approximate  number  of 
recreational  facilities  that will  provide  adequate  recreation  opportunities  for  a  town's  residents. 
Table 23 shows the National Recreation and Parks Association (NPRA) standards for parklands. Table 
24 compares the NPRA standards with the Town's current facilities. Although the national standards 
do not reveal the need for conservation lands or other passive recreation resources, they do point to 
the  need  for  active  recreation  facilities  to meet  the  needs  of  the  current  population  of  13,383 
residents and the projected population of 15,560 residents by 2020. 
 
In terms of parkland, the NPRA sets several guidelines. A  local park system should be composed of a 
"core" system of parklands with a total of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed "close‐to‐home" open space 
per 1,000 residents. The  local park system should  include mini‐parks, neighborhood parks, and  larger 
community  parks.  Based  on  this  standard,  Raynham  should  have  between  84  and  140  acres  of 
developed  open  space  set  aside  for  parks  and  recreation  areas  to meet  current  needs.  The  town 
currently has about 212 acres of publicly owned recreation land, plus about 29 acres of privately owned 
recreation land (excluding the dog track), for a total of 241 acres of recreation land. This is well above 
the NPRA recommended standards. Even at full build‐out, with a total population of 24,000 residents, 
the NPRA  standards only  recommend between 150 and 252 acres, which  the Town of Raynham has 
already achieved. 
 
The majority of the recreation facilities are located in the northern and central areas of town (north 
of I‐495 and west of Route 24). The southern part of town only has four parcels of open space and 
one recreation facility. 
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Table 23.  NPRA Standards for Parklands 

Park Type Land Needed Service Area 

Mini-Park (1 acre or less) 0.25 - 0.5 acres / 1,000 
residents Less than a 1/4 mile radius

Neighborhood Park (+15 acres) 1 - 2 acres / 1,000 
residents 1/4 to 1/2 mile radius 

Community Park (+25 acres) 5 - 8 acres / 1,000 
residents 1 to 2 mile radius 

Regional Metropolitan Park (+200 acres) 5 - 10 acres / 1,000 
residents 1 hour driving time 

  
Sources:  National Recreation and Parks Association, Recreation, Park, and Open Space Standards and 
Guidelines (1983) 
 
Table 24.  Recreation Facilities in Raynham Compared to NPRA Standards  

 

Activity National Standard Existing 

Additional 
Facilities 

Needed for 
Current Pop. 

Additional 
Facilities 

Needed for 
2020 Pop. 

Tennis 1 court per 2,000 residents 4 courts 3 courts 4 courts 
Golf Course 1 per 50,000 residents 0 1 1 
Driving 
Range 

1 per 50,000 residents 0 1 1 

Playfield 1 acre/800 residents (between the 
ages of 13-65) within a 1/2 mile 
radius 

20 acres 0 0 

Playground 1-2 acres/1,000 residents (under 
age 13) 10 acres 0 0 

Swimming 1 private & 1 public pool for every 
7,500 residents 2 0 0 

Fishing One lake with 3 acres per 20,000 
residents within an one hour drive 1 0 0 

Ice-skating 1 public and 1 private 
facility/15,000 residents 1 1 2 

Total Parklands Area Standard: 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed "close-to-home" open 
space per 1,000 residents 
 Existing Standard Deficit 

Current Population (13,383 residents) 241 
acres 84 - 140 acres 0 acres 

2020 Population (15,560 residents) 241 
acres 

150 - 252 
acres 0 - 11 acres 

  
Sources:  National Recreation and Parks Association, Recreation, Park, and Open Space Standards and 
Guidelines (1983) 
 
As shown above, the Town has made a concerted effort to provide residents with playing fields and 
recreation areas  in town. Multi‐use fields developed  in the  last 5 years have alleviated the demand 
for additional playing fields. However, the main concern for Raynham now is the lack of a budget for 
field maintenance as the cost of maintaining these fields has become a problem for the Recreation 
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Department and the Highway Department. A comprehensive solution  for  funding the maintenance 
of recreation areas needs to be developed so that their condition does not deteriorate. 
 
Trail System 
The Director of Recreation and  the 2009 Open  Space Plan Update Committee have  identified  the 
need for: 

• Bicycling lanes throughout town 
• Walking trails, including those which could serve the elderly 
• The creation of hiking, cross‐country skiing, biking, and horseback riding trails 
• Creating canoe and kayak access to the Taunton River 
 
A proposed system of trails was  identified  in the 2002 Open Space Plan and the need still exists. As 
mentioned  in  Section  6.  Community  Vision,  the  2009  Community  Survey  for  Open  Space  and 
Recreation Planning revealed a very strong  interest  in trails and bike paths. An optimal plan would 
traverse areas of historic, scenic, and conservation interest. 
 
A  plan  for  a  local  and  regional  system  of  sidewalks  and  bike  trails  is  being  developed  through 
SRPEDD.    In  addition,  a  large  contingent  of  bicycle  enthusiasts  has  recently  begun  a  push  for  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  additional  intermodal  systems,  which  would  connect  communities  in 
southeastern Massachusetts.  Further planning will be needed  to  carry  this out.  Locally, a  steering 
committee  should be  formed  to advocate and plan  local bike path and  trail  systems. The  steering 
committee  will  work  with  the  Town  Planner  and  the  Highway  Superintendent  to  ensure  that 
adequate  planning  is  carried  out  in  order  to  implement  this  system  of  sidewalks,  trails,  and  bike 
paths.  This  concept  plan  will  need  to  be  developed,  priorities  established,  uses  (hiking,  biking, 
walking) identified, and funding obtained. 
 
Below, in Table 25, is a list of existing and proposed town trails and their current status. 
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Table 25.  Status of Existing and Proposed Town Trails 

Description Status 
Hewitts Pond  Town owns access from North Main Street 

Gushee Pond Town owns access, no nearby parking, possible trail connection to 
Middle School 

Johnson Pond Accessible, public parking 

Sherwood Lane Conservation Commission and Water Department, walking trail along 
Forge River 

Forge River at South 
Main Street (Route 104) Limited parking, pedestrian access 

Borden Colony Trail Scenic trail along Forge River 
Borden Colony Trail 
Extension  

Possible extension of trail along town line through proposed 
subdivision 

Pine Swamp Rail 
R.O.W. 

Abandoned ROW, proposed for Fall River commuter rail line, potential 
extensions to Carver Street and west side of Route 138 

Carver Street (east) 
extension Hiking/horseback riding trail extends to Hewitts Pond 

Rosewood Commons 
Walking Path Walking path through subdivision, Titicut Swamp, and Gushee Pond 

Old Stage Coach Road Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game walking trail 

Lutheran Church Walking trail through woodland scenic area, adjacent to Hockomock 
Swamp 

Camp Titicut 
Scenic walking area extends from town owned parcel in Raynham to 
Bridgewater, large parcel owned by Bridgewater Conservation 
Commission 

Whippoorwill Estate Trail Scenic walking/bike trail connecting Locust and Pine Street 
Dam Lot Brook Dead end road, sewer easement, walking trail 
Dam Lot Brook /Taunton 
River Connector Proposed trail, utilizes existing public right of way 

State Forest Walking trail needs to be improved and maintained 
Taunton River Potential trail along Dean Road to Oxbow 

Taunton River Existing walking trail to Taunton River at South Street from Pine Hills 
Estate subdivision 

South Street /Taunton 
River Loop Possible road and trail connection to Oxbow 

Taunton River Corridor Proposed walking access along Taunton River 
 
As indicated below in Table 26, a number of bike lanes have been suggested and a number of town 
roads have been  identified as priorities  for biking. Additional work will be needed with  the Town’s 
Highway Department  and  the  State  to provide  funding  for  a  range of  activities  including  posting, 
striping, and lane widening in order to provide for these bike lanes. 
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Table 26.  Status of Existing and Proposed Town Bike Trails 

Description Status 
Route 104 Bike lane posted in shoulder 
Route 44 Bike land in design but not incorporated in current plan 
Orchard/South Street East Town proposed bike right of way 
King Philips Street Town proposed bike right of way 
Pleasant Street Town proposed bike right of way 
White Street Town proposed bike right of way 
Old Center Street Town proposed bike right of way 
Elm Street Town proposed bike right of way 
Hall/Maple Avenue Town proposed bike right of way 
Locust Street Town proposed bike right of way 

 
Agricultural Areas 
The  town has  lost  substantial agriculture over  the past 50 years.  In 1951  it was  reported  that  the 
Town had 2,000 acres of agriculture land. In 1989, the total acreage of privately owned farmland was 
885 acres. Today, there are only 311 acres of agricultural land, a decrease of 574 acres in 22 years. 96 
of these acres are in Chapter 61A. Additionally, the Town owns a 145 acre farm called Borden Colony 
(see Appendix 5) under the APR program and there is also a privately owned 70 acre farm under the 
APR program for a total of 215 APR acres. Both farms cultivate corn and vegetables. Borden Colony is 
currently leased to a nursery. 
 
Town ADA Compliance 
Raynham has undertaken a comprehensive review, with the assistance of a disabled volunteer, of all of its 
conservation and  recreation  land  for ADA  compliance  (Appendix 6). Virtually none of  the  conservation 
land  in  Raynham  is ADA  compliant while  some  of  the  recreation  land  has  accessibility  improvements. 
However, much needs to be done to make Raynham’s conservation and recreation sites accessible to the 
disabled  community. The Recreation Department will  continue  to  identify  those areas  that are most  in 
need of improvements for accessibility. 
 
C. MANAGEMENT NEEDS, POTENTIAL CHANGE OF USE 
Management Vision 
The Town’s management vision is to continue to preserve its rural character. This vision will only be 
implemented  to  the  extent  that  the management  capacity  of  the  Town  increases  along with  its 
population. 
 
Maintenance 
Due  to  budget  constraints,  the  Town  of  Raynham  has  historically  had  a  difficult  time  funding 
sufficient maintenance staff, therefore decreasing the capacity of the Highway Department to attend 
to all maintenance issues related to town infrastructure and land. At least in the short‐ to mid‐term, 
this  situation  is  not  likely  to  change.  Illegal  dumping,  dam  maintenance,  and  stormwater 
improvements, which  have  been  identified  as  environmental  challenges,  are  not  addressed  in  a 
timely manner due to the  limited capabilities of the Highway Department. Recreation  facilities and 
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fields are also put stress on the Highway Department’s resources. This constraint impacts the Town’s 
willingness to pursue the acquisition of additional land for conservation and recreation purposes. 
 
Management Reforms 
As  the  town  continues  to  grow,  increased  consideration  has  been  given  to  various management 
reforms. 
 
Capital Budgeting 
A capital budget process was adopted in 2002. Funds were be set aside for the purchase of lands of 
conservation and  recreation  interest. The  fund has been used  to  cover  costs associated with  land 
appraisals for open space. However, with the decline  in State aid and rising costs to the Town, the 
amount of funding set aside has been minimal. 
 
Code Enforcement Team 
The  Town  is  exploring  the  development  of  a  Code  Enforcement  Team  that might  provide  some 
additional  focus  on mitigating  illegal  dumping  in  sensitive woodlands  and  swamps.  The  Building, 
Planning,  and  Conservation Departments  are  all  staffed with  part‐time  personnel which  hampers 
efforts toward code enforcement. 
 
Coordination 
Resource Protection 
The  mapping  of  resource  areas,  including  wetlands,  aquifers,  and  flood  zones,  as  well  as  the 
coordination of  resource planning  require  increased coordination between departments and other 
towns. This is a difficult task where the authority of the Town Administrator is limited. Nevertheless, 
efforts need to be undertaken to ensure improved coordination. 
 
The  Town  needs  to  work  closely  with  the  Taunton  River Watershed  Alliance  as  it  continues  to 
monitor  development  activity  along  the  length  of  the  Taunton  River.  The  Town  has  supported 
SRPEDD sponsored efforts at protecting the Taunton River. Continued participation by the Town on 
these initiatives is needed. 
 
Potential Reuse 
Taunton-Raynham Greyhound Dog Track 
The  old  dog  track  is  a  108  acre  site  that  has  been  identified  as  a  location  for  rail  stop  on  the 
Southcoast Rail Corridor. If this property is redeveloped under any of the three scenarios identified in 
the 2010 Market Study a series of trails, paths, and open areas should be included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



    Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

49 

 

Section 8. Goals and Objectives  
 
The previous analysis of needs considered a diverse range of issues. The following statement of goals 
and objectives provides a general framework for translating these concerns into an action plan. 
 
The 2009 Open Space Plan Update Committee has updated the goals which were established in the 
1989 Raynham Conservation and Recreation Plan, the 2000 Master Plan, and the 2002 Open Space 
Plan. The updated goals and objectives reflect a more detailed assessment of: 

• Areas of scenic and conservation interest 
• Opportunities for trails and sidewalks 
• Need for resource protection  
• Management reforms 
• Prioritization of open space acquisition 

 
The  revised  statement  of  goals  and  objectives  is  followed  by  the  land  acquisition  prioritization 
process and the priority parcel list. 
 
A. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
1. Preserve and protect the natural resources of the Taunton River and its watershed 

A. Protect Raynham’s drinking water supplies 
B. Protect designated areas  (ACEC, habitat, wetlands, aquifers,  floodplain, Taunton River) and 

proposed resource areas (ponds, vernal pools, uplands related to resource areas) 
C. Utilize infrastructure improvements to protect resource areas 
D. Maintain a balance between development and protection that provides means and methods 

which allows the community to thrive by steering  development to areas identified as Priority 
Development  areas  and protects  resources  in  areas  identified  as Priority Protection Areas 
(Appendix 7) 

 
2. Establish a rural greenbelt of scenic and conservation interest 

A. Collaborate with  conservation  entities  to  protect  Raynham’s  sites  of  scenic,  conservation, 
recreation, and historic interest to form a rural greenbelt 

B. Provide better access to areas of scenic, historic, and recreation interest 
C. Protect existing lands and properties of agriculture interest 

 
3. Maintain and expand recreation facilities, infrastructure, and programs 

A. Continue to improve the maintenance of existing recreation facilities 
B. Establish biking and hiking trails in Raynham 
C. Develop  new  recreational  facilities  in  under‐served  areas  of  town  to  meet  expanding 

population growth, particularly neighborhood parks and recreation facilities. 
 
4. Improve access to rivers and ponds and recreation and scenic areas 

A. Improve access to recreation facilities for all age groups as well as the physically impaired 
B. Provide  a  system  of  sidewalks  and  trails  to  interconnect  public  facilities,  residential  and 

commercial areas, and recreation facilities 
C. Provide access to the Taunton River and local ponds for kayaking, fishing, and trails 
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5. Use the powers and resources of town government 

A. Establish a conservation trust for conservation land acquisition 
B. Carry out a proposed system of conservation and recreation trails 
C. Adopt road and sidewalk standards that encourage biking and walking 
D. Provide signage and maps to identify conservation areas 

 
The preceding goals and objectives as well as Table 27 below were utilized to establish criteria  for 
identifying priority parcels that should be set aside for conservation. 
 
The total acreage of protected open space in Raynham is currently 1,474 acres. Table 27 identifies 
the goal of 461 additional acres for acquisition by 2020. 
 
Table 27.  Goals for Open Space and Recreation Preservation 

Method of Protection 
2012 

Current 
Acreage 

2020 
Proposed 

Additional Acreage 
2020 Proposed 
Total Acreage 

Protected Land 1,493 461 1,954 
APR Land 215 100 315 
Town-owned Land 765 100 865 
State-owned Land 135 -- 135 
Homeowners’ Trust Land and Land 
Trust Land 220 250 470 

Private Recreation 15 -- 15 
Town Recreation 143 11 153 

Semi or Unprotected Land 3,652 -- 3,652 
Chapter 61 Land (semi-protected) 118 -- 118 
Other Private Land of Interest 3,139 -- 3,139 
Town-owned Land  203 -- 203 
State-owned Land 1 -- 1 
Private Recreation  122 -- 122 
Town Recreation  69 -- 69 

Total Open Space 5,145 461 -- 
 
Borrowing  on work  undertaken  by  the  Town  of  Franklin Open  Space  Committee,  the  2009 Open 
Space Plan Update Committee used the following land protection priority matrix, shown in Table 28, 
to prioritize conservation properties11. As shown below,  the matrix uses  four key  factors; however 
the  greatest  weight  has  been  assigned  to  characteristics  which  affect  the  protection  of  natural 
resources.  Issues that have economic  impact are added or subtracted from the total point score of 
100. 
 

                                                       
11 Franklin: Growing Greener A Blueprint for Action, Open Space Committee, January 6, 1999. 
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Table 28.  Land Protection Priority Matrix 

Comparing Open Space Values Weighted 
Value Priority Open Space Parcels 

 Max 
Points       

 
Protect/Enhance Town Character 27       
Historically significant 6       
Enhance scenic vistas on streets, trails, 
waterways 7       

Protect familiar, valued open parcels 6       
Provide active/passive recreation 8       
Protect Natural Resources 47       
River, pond or stream frontage 8       
Well site recharge areas; Zone II 9       
Unique ecosystem (*ACEC, or PSRH) 9       
Multiple use areas (active-passive open 
space, resource protection) 10       

Taunton River 11       

Connect New and Existing Open Space 26       
Links to existing and future open space 8       
Improve public access to existing open space 7       
Make regional trail connections 6       
Make local trail/sidewalk connections 5       
Total Max. Points (100)        
Economic Impact        
High risk liability or contamination (- points)        
High build-out potential (+ points)        
High risk of development (+ points)        
Sub Total        
TOTAL PARCEL POINTS 100       

  
*ACEC = Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
*PHRS = Priority Habitats of Rare Species 
 
Using  the  above weighted  value  system, parcels were prioritized  for  acquisition.  Parcels with  the 
highest values were given an “A” or “highest priority” rating, parcels with the second highest values 
were given a “B” or “high priority” rating, and parcels with the third highest values were given a “C” 
or “priority” rating. 
 
Shown below on Table 29, open space parcels were narrowed down to 26 parcels, which were rated 
for  acquisition  in  fee  (Fee) or Conservation Restriction  (CR). There  are 13 parcels  given  an  “A” or 
“highest priority” rating, nine parcels given a “B” or “high priority” rating, four parcels given a “C” or 
“priority” rating. 
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Table 29.  Priority Parcels (Keyed to Map 5) 

Site # Location Acres Priority Rating
1 Large tract of land abuts Taunton River  B (Fee) 
2 Wetland Swamp on east side of Leonard Street 44 A (Fee) 
5 Furnace Brook confluence with Taunton River  B (Fee) 
6 Church Street, canoe access at bridge, 61-A good soil  B (Fee) 

9 Church Street, view of Taunton River from south side 
looking north 48 A (Fee) 

11 Taunton Riverfront land, near Dean Street and the Dean/Hill 
Street Brook, next to Leonard Street Swamp  B (Fee) 

13 Taunton River shoreline off of South Street 1.5 A (Fee) 
14 Large tracks of land abutting Taunton River 133 A (Fee) 
18 Bassetts Brook at Pine Street  C (Fee) 

18, 27 
Large wooded area along Bassett Brook needed by the 
Water Department, large track, tax title, vacant, habitat 
areas 

21 A (Fee) 

19 The pine grove on high land along the Taunton River off 
of Pine Street 1.8 A (Fee) 

22 Dam Lot Brook and Pond, scenic vista  C (Fee) 
22 Connection to Town conservation land at Dam Lot Brook 19 A (Fee) 
22 Connection to Dam Lot Brook along Forge River  B (Fee) 

26 Woods next to Town conservation land, Dam Lot Brook trail 
extension  C (Fee) 

28 Easterly side of Gushee Pond adjacent to I-495  B (Fee) 
30 King’s Pond  A (CR) 
32 Property abutting Town-owned parcel, for recreation 90 A (Fee) 
33 Wilbur Pond, potential water supply 90 A (Fee) 
34 Hewitts Pond 3 A (CR) 
34 Tracy Pond, forested upland, paths, stream 65 A (Fee) 

35 ACEC, wetland located between Department of Fish and 
Game property  B (Fee) 

36 Land in the Titicut Swamp  C (Fee) 

38 The marshland and wet meadow between the MBTA owned 
railroad bed and Prospect Hill Street, north of Bridge Street  B (Fee) 

42 Hall Street extension, hiking trail  B (CR) 
 TOTAL ACRES OF “A” OR “HIGHEST PRIORITY” RATING: 516.3  
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Section 9. Seven-Year Action Plan   
 
The following Action Plan and recommendations have been developed by the 2009 Open Space Plan 
Update Committee, which  address  the Town’s  stated needs,  goals,  and objectives  (Map 8).      The 
Action Plan and map were subsequently presented to the citizens at an advertised public meeting on 
June 30, 2011 to get feedback. 
 
A. SEVEN-YEAR ACTION PLAN SUMMARY 
Of  highest  priority,  especially  given  the  Town  and  State’s  fiscal  condition,  is  a  public  education 
campaign  to  build  support  for  the  implementation  of  the  Taunton  River  Stewardship  Plan  and 
address needed regulatory changes. Concurrently, funding will be sought for land acquisition and the 
phased implementation of a comprehensive program of trail and sidewalk improvement. Of the 516 
acres identified as priority for acquisition, the majority of the acres are needed for water protection 
and for conservation purposes. 
 
B. SEVEN-YEAR ACTION PLAN 
Below in Table 30, is the Seven‐Year Open Space and Recreation Action Plan. The table is broken 
down by the goals and objections listed in the previous section. 
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Table 30.  Town of Raynham Seven-Year Open Space and Recreation Action Plan 

Goal 1.  Preserve and protect the natural resources of the Taunton River and its watershed 

Objective Action Responsibility Funding 
Year 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
A. Protect 

Raynham’s 
drinking water 
supplies 

1. Acquire additional land area 
around proposed new 
wellheads 

NRWD, RCWD NRWD, 
RCWD X X      

2. Undertake Low Impact 
development principles in  
future development 

PB N/A X X      

3. Address land use threats to 
water quality 

NRWD, RCWD 
BOS Town X X      

4. Undertake a program of 
public education in 
conjunction with Bridgewater 
State Riverwatch program 

NRWD, RCWD 
School Comm., 

Bridgewater 
State University

NRWD, 
RCWD X X X X    

B. Protect 
designated 
areas and 
proposed 
resource areas 

1. Prepare a  Flood Hazard 
Mitigation Plan  PB, CC Town X       

2. Follow State Stormwater 
Regulation standards  

BOH, PB, CC, 
HD PB X X X X X X X 

3. Continue to acquire priority 
critical resource areas PB, CC, HD 

NRWD, 
RCWD, 

BOS 
X X X X X X X 

C. Utilize 
infrastructure 
improvements 
to protect 
resource areas 

1. Carry out Phase 6 of the 
Sewer Facility Plan SC Town X X      

2. Highway Department to 
address priority Stormwater 
Improvements 

HD Town X X X X X X X 

D. Maintain 
balance 
between 
development 
and protection 

1. Examine barriers to 
development along Routes 
138 and 44 that encourage 
highest and best uses without 
damage to the environment 

PB, BOS SRPEDD 
Town X X      

2. Incorporate Low Impact 
Development principles PB, BOS SRPEDD 

Town X X      
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Goal 2.  Establish a rural greenbelt of scenic and conservation interest 

Objective Action Responsibility Funding 
Year 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
A. Collaborate 

with 
conservation 
entities to 
protect sites of 
scenic , 
conservation, 
recreation, and 
historic interest 
to form a rural 
greenbelt 

1. Continue to work with non-
profit agencies to acquire and 
protect open spaces and 
sensitive critical environments 

OSC 

Town, 
DCR, 

Wildlands 
Trust, 
TNC 

X X X X X X X 

2. Work with owners of sites of 
conservation and recreation 
interest to develop interest 
from property owners toward 
conservation efforts 

OSC PB, BOS X X X X X X X 

3. Establish a land trust to 
accept donations of land, 
easements, and funding; 
increase role of Wildlands 
Trust; in 2013 establish 
Raynham Land Trust 

OSC PB, BOS X X X X X X X 

B. Provide better 
access to areas 
of scenic, 
historic, and 
recreation 
interest 

1. Identify access needs 
CC, OSC Town X       

2. Provide public access and 
parking, where appropriate, to 
scenic sites 

CC, OSC Grant, 
Town  X X X X X X 

C. Protect existing 
lands and 
properties of 
agricultural 
interest 

1. Meet with owners of 
agricultural lands SC Town X       

2. Get new soil map from the 
U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service which identifies 
location of prime agricultural 
soils in Raynham 

OSC N/A X       

3. Discuss ranking of agricultural 
properties OSC N/A X       

4. Establish protection program OSC N/A   X     
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Goal 3.  Maintain and expand recreation facilities, infrastructure, and programs 

Objective Action Responsibility Funding 
Year 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
A. Continue to 

improve 
maintenance 

1. Obtain TM support for 
additional funding P&R Town  X X X X X X 

B. Establish biking 
and hiking trails 
in Raynham 

1. Purchase land or work with 
land owners who might be 
willing to donate land for trails 

OSC, BOS, PB Town, 
DCR X X X X X X X 

2. Identify underutilized and 
underdeveloped town owned 
land that could be used for 
trails 

OSC, BOS, PB Town, 
DCR X X X X X X X 

3. Identify funding sources to 
purchase land for trails and to 
build trails 

OSC, BOS, PB Town, 
DCR X X X X X X X 

C. Develop new 
recreation 
facilities in 
under-served 
areas 

1. Identify parcels of recreation 
potential P&R, OSC N/A X       

2. Identify acquisition strategy P&R, BOS, 
OSC N/A X X      

 

Goal 4.  Improve access to rivers and ponds and recreation and scenic areas 

Objective Action Responsibility Funding 
Year 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
A. Eliminate 

barriers to 
physically 
impaired 

1. Explore opportunities to 
improve ADA accessibility at 
Town ponds, recreation, and 
scenic areas 

P&R, PB, BOS, 
OSC 

Town, 
DHCD, 
DCR 

 X X X X X X 

B. Provide a 
system of 
sidewalks and 
trails to 

1. Identify priorities and funding 
sources HD, BOS Town X X X     

2. Work with relevant Town 
departments HD, PB Town X X X X X X X 
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interconnect 
public facilities, 
residential and 
commercial 
areas, and 
recreation 
facilities 

3. Utilizing proposed plan, 
identify priorities and funding 
sources 

HD, PB Town X X X X X X X 

4. Coordinate with SRPEDD and 
adjacent towns HD, PB Town X X X X X X X 

C. Provide access 
to the Taunton 
River and local 
ponds for 
kayaking, 
fishing, and 
trails 

1. Utilizing proposed plan, 
identify priorities and funding 
sources 

BOS, P&R, 
OSC 

Town, 
DCR  X X X X X X 

2. Develop proposed parking 
and canoe access to Taunton 
River at South Street East 

BOS, P&R, 
OSC 

Town, 
DCR  X X X X X X 

3. Identify additional locations to 
provide access to ponds, 
lakes, and rivers 

BOS, P&R, 
OSC 

Town, 
DCR  X X X X X X 

 

Goal 5.  Use the powers and resources of town government 

Objective Action Responsibility Funding 
Year 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
A. Establish a 

conservation 
trust for 
conservation 
land acquisition 

1. Make a concentrated effort to 
identify citizens willing to form 
an independent Conservation 
Trust to acquire donations, 
land ownership, and 
stewardship responsibilities 

BOS, OSC N/A X X X X X X X 

B. Carry out a 
proposed 
system of 
conservation 
and recreation 
trails 

1. Increase the capital budget 
for recreation and 
conservation land acquisition 

CC, P&R, OSC Town X X X X X X X 

2. Work with the Finance 
Committee and BOS to 
ensure that the reserve fund 
is expanded beyond the 
$10,000 annual goal 

CC, P&R, OSC Town X X X X X X X 
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3. Appoint Open Space Steering 
Committee charged with 
responsibility of Plan 
implementation 

BOS N/A X       

C. Adopt road and 
sidewalk 
standards that 
encourage 
biking and 
walking 

1. Appoint Citizen Facilitator to 
work with Boards, 
Commissions, staff, funding 
agencies, to coordinate Town 
effort at planning system of 
trails, bikeways, and 
sidewalks 

BOS N/A X       

2. Appoint Trail Committee to 
develop plan, identify funding 
in concert with appropriate 
town departments 

BOS, P&R, 
OSC 

Town, 
DCR X       

3. Coordinate planning with the 
Historical Commission, 
SRPEDD, and adjacent towns 

OSC, HC Town, 
DCR  X X X X X X 

D. Provide 
signage and 
maps to identify 
conservation 
areas 

1. Undertake a program of 
public education 

OSC Town X X X X X X X 

 
CC:    Conservation Commission  RCWD:   Raynham Center Water district  OSC:  Open Space Committee 
SC:   Sewer Commission  PB:   Planning Board  HC:  Historical Commission 
NRWD:    North Raynham Water District  TM:   Town Meeting  HD:  Highway Department 
BOS:  Board of Selectmen  P&R:  Parks and Recreation Department  TNC:  The Nature Conservancy 
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D. RECOMMENDATIONS 
The  following  recommendations  come  mostly  from  the  Town's  2000  Master  Plan.  This  is  a 
comprehensive  list  of  recommended  actions  and  issues  to  address, without  respect  to  timing  or 
priorities. Some action has been taken on these recommendations by the Town of Raynham since the 
2000 Master Plan was completed. Notes  in  italics describe the  improvements made to date on each 
recommendation. 
 
Water Resources and Supply 
Raynham is a complex drainage basin that requires a comprehensive system of protective measures 
to  ensure  an  uncontaminated  and  adequate  supply  of  potable  water  for  present  and  future 
populations.  The  following  recommendations  should  be  considered  to meet  the  Town’s  potable 
water needs. 
 
Aquifer Protection 
To  maintain  protection  of  the  aquifers,  the  Town's  groundwater  protection  zones  need  to  be 
evaluated to ensure that they are providing adequate protection for the aquifers and their recharge 
zones. Town and State groundwater protection zones should be coordinated. The zones may need to 
be re‐delineated to ensure the comprehensive protection of aquifers. Environmental contractors can 
conduct hydrologic re‐delineation. Discussion with Taunton, Bridgewater, and Middleborough should 
be initiated in order to coordinate watershed protection strategies where aquifers are transboundary 
in  nature.  Note:  Water  Resource  Protection  Overlay  Zones  were  mapped  in  2008  and  include 
wetlands and bodies of surface water. 
 
Flood Zones 
The Town should petition FEMA to update its delineation of flood prone areas in Raynham. Once the 
floodplains  are  re‐delineated,  the  Town's  flood  hazard  protective  overlay  district  should  be 
accordingly updated. Note: The boundary and  identification of  the Flood Hazard Protective Overlay 
District was updated in 2009 to reflect the newly delineated FEMA flood zones. 
 
Stormwater Controls 
In  addition,  stormwater  and  erosion  control  regulations  should  be  strengthened.  The  current 
requirements  for  lot  coverage, minimum  percent  open  space,  and maximum  percent  impervious 
surfaces  should  be  reviewed  to  ensure  that  important  water  and  natural  resources  are  being 
adequately protected. The Town may want to consider a more stringent site plan review process to 
ensure  that  all water  protection  regulations  are met. Note: As  of  2011,  the  Town  of  Raynham  is 
reviewing  all  site  plan  review  regulations  to  include  Low  Impact  Development  Standards  for 
stormwater controls. 
 
Land Use 
Overlying and adjacent land uses to the aquifers need to be examined to ensure that contaminating 
activities are not occurring. Existing  local and state regulations aimed at water resource protection 
need to be strictly enforced. 
 
Adequate  sewerage  facilities  should  be  provided  to  the  residences  so  that  sewage  does  not 
contaminate  the  aquifer. However,  growth management  techniques  should be  applied  to be  sure 
that new sewers do not promote excessive growth, especially within water recharge areas. Pesticide 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

60 

applications on agricultural  fields and golf  courses  should be monitored  to ensure  that  they meet 
state regulations and are not contaminating the aquifers. 
 
Public Well Sites 
As the population grows, the water districts will be under increased pressure to develop new wells. 
Well sites should be identified as soon as possible so that they can be protected either through land 
acquisition  or  regulation.  The  two  water  districts  need  to  coordinate  with  the  Conservation 
Commission and Planning Board in order to identify and protect potential well sites. Note: New wells 
have been constructed in both North Raynham and Center Raynham Water Districts since 2002. 
 
Surface Water 
The quality of surface water resources should be actively maintained. Forge River and Dam Lot Brook 
should  be  cleared  of  debris,  and  fish‐ladders  designed  and  constructed  to  aid  the  annual 
herring/alewife  runs.  The  Selectmen  recently  voted  to  establish  a Raynham  Fisheries Commission 
(RFC), pursuant  to "Section 94 Petition by City or Town  to Control and Regulate Public Fishery,"  in 
order to acquire local control and enact regulations for the river herring fishery in Raynham. A major 
objective of the RFC is to promote the restoration of river herring by facilitating fish passage via the 
installation of fish ladders at the critical obstructions. Eventually a Fish Warden position would need 
to be established to manage the fishery. 
 
Education 
Public education can be used to build support for regulations and to implement voluntary protection 
efforts such as water conservation and water‐quality monitoring. An education campaign should be 
carried out  in neighborhoods and  schools,  to distribute  literature and educate homeowners about 
aquifer protection areas and how their actions can impact the water they drink. 
 
Large Lot Zoning 
By  reducing  the  number  of  buildings  and  septic  systems within  a  parcel  of  land,  less  pollution  is 
released into an aquifer. An increase in the minimum lot size was recommended in the 2000 Master 
Plan for critical resource areas. Note: Maximum lot size is 40,000 square feet under Residential A and 
D zoning districts. 
 
Cluster Development 
The Town may choose to mandate cluster subdivision development12. The same number of buildings 
can  be  developed,  except  that  the  developments  will  be  clustered  in  suitable  areas.  Besides 
preserving open  space,  this  strategy will  reduce  road  impervious  surface  creating  less  stormwater 
pollution and  flooding problems and  reducing  the cost  for Town  road maintenance. Note:   Cluster 
multi‐family development is allowed under the Residential B zoning district. Open Space Preservation 
Subdivisions  (Article  14,  Zoning  Bylaws)  clusters  single  family  housing  in  20,000  square  foot  lots 
provided that more than 40% of the tract of land (more than 5 acres) remains open space. 
 
Growth Controls 
In order to slow down the rate of growth in a region, the Town may choose to adopt growth controls 
which  limit  the  rate  of  development.  This will  give  the  Town  time  to  assimilate  the  high  cost  of 

                                                       
12 See A Guide to Wellhead Protection by Jon Witten and Scott Horsley. 
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providing services to new residential growth, and also help an area maintain its rural character. Note: 
A phased growth bylaw was enacted in 1998 to control growth. This bylaw expired in 2003. 
 
Protection of Sensitive Natural Resources 
The protection of sensitive natural resources encompasses many of the same issues as the protection 
of water resources and supply. To preserve and protect unique natural features, the Town needs to 
engage in both regulatory and non‐regulatory protective measures. 
 
Zoning 
The  Town  should  evaluate  zoning,  strengthen  and  enforce  current  regulations,  and  enroll  in 
preservation protection programs or management  agreements.  The  Town  can  either  create more 
stringent  regulations  to  ensure  greater  protection  of  those  areas,  or  it  can  conduct  case‐by‐case 
reviews  of  development  requests  under  existing  regulations.  In  Section  1.  Land Use  of  the  2000 
Master Plan, zoning changes are  recommended  in order  to protect valuable  resource areas. These 
include  the  establishment  of  a  Critical  Environmental  Resource  District  in  place  of  the  existing 
Wetlands District and Farm and  Forest District. The new district, based on  the  location of natural 
resources  identified by  state  environmental  agencies,  requires  a  low density of development  and 
would encourage cluster‐type development, but unlike  the existing zoning,  it  is  likely  to withstand 
court challenge. Note: The Town of Raynham largely relies on the Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program authority on protection of endangered and threatened species. Cluster development 
is allowed under the Residential B district and the Open Space Preservation Subdivision bylaw, which 
has created 164 acres of protected open space since 2000. 
 
Linkages 
The  acquisition  of  open  space  is  an  effective  means  of  preserving  natural  resources.  Linkages 
between open space parcels are important to provide a sufficient area for wildlife habitats, as well as 
access  to  the  general  public.  The  Town  should  examine  the  possibility  of  acquiring/maintaining 
wildlife  corridors  and/or  buffers  along  lakes,  ponds,  streams,  and  wetlands.  The  Taunton  River 
presents  a  unique  opportunity  for  preserving waterfront  conservation  land.  Another  possibility  is 
along the Forge River between Pine Swamp and Titicut Swamp. An ecologist could perform a wildlife 
analysis  to determine which wildlife corridors would maximize  the migration of wildlife. Note: The 
Town  is  actively working with Wildlands  Trust  and  The Nature  Conservancy  to  protect  contiguous 
river frontage parcels along the Taunton River. 
 
Buffers are a good way  to protect surface water, 
groundwater,  and  habitats  for  wildlife  and 
vegetation  from  contaminated  water.  They  can 
also  act  as  valuable  wildlife  habitats,  providing 
wildlife  with  shelter,  food  sources,  and  nesting 
sites,  thus  increasing  species  diversity.  Buffer 
strips  can  be  established  along  almost  any  lake, 
pond, or wetland. Conservation buffers are strips 
of  land with permanently maintained vegetation, 

Types of Conservation Buffers 
 

Filter strips: are strips of grass or other vegetation 
used to intercept or trap sediments, organics, 
pesticides, and other potential pollutants before they 
reach a body of water. 
Riparian forest buffers: are strips of streamside 
vegetation consisting of trees, shrubs, and grasses 
that can intercept contaminants from both surface 
water and groundwater before they reach a stream. 
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such as grasses, trees, or shrubs that act as a filter that helps protect and  improve  land and water. 
There  are  several  types  of  buffers.  The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  can  provide 
assistance on how to implement conservation buffers13. 
 
Vegetation Inventory 
The Town should conduct a vegetation inventory within the Town’s natural resources to ensure that 
non‐native, invasive species are not the dominant species. The presence of non‐native species within 
the Town’s  critical natural  resource  areas  can upset  the ecological  integrity of  those places. Non‐
native  species  are  those  vegetative  species  that have been  introduced  from  somewhere  else  and 
therefore the original “home” species that kept the vegetation under control are no longer present in 
the new environment. This provides non‐native species with an advantage over native species, and 
lets them crowd out the other species. Reducing native species reduces biodiversity. 
 
Education 
An  effort  should  be made  to  educate  townspeople  (including  students), municipal  departments, 
developers, and local business owners about existing laws and regulations that provide protection to 
our natural resources and the reasons that these are so important. 
 
Open Space 
Acquisition 
A simple cost/benefit analysis can be prepared to determine the fiscal impact of acquiring a specific 
open  space  parcel.  Criteria  for  selecting  priority  parcels  include  the  protection  of  surface waters, 
ground water,  habitat,  flood  control,  preservation  of  farmland,  scenic  views,  historic  and  cultural 
resources, and the provision of land for recreation and trails. Open space may be protected by means 
of  regulation  (i.e.,  cluster  zoning  or  prohibiting  development  in  sensitive  areas),  acquisition,  and 
donation of development rights by private owners. 
 
The Town should consider establishing an open space acquisition fund that will enable the Town to 
act  in  a  timely manner  to  acquire  key  open  space  parcels  that  come  on  the market.  Also  State 
funding programs  should be  identified  that would be applicable  to Raynham  for  the acquisition of 
land  for  open  space  and  recreation  purposes.  Note:  Cluster  development  and  open  space 
preservation  subdivisions  are  currently  preserving  land  in  Raynham.  A  real  need  is  a  local 
conservation trust to acquire land through donations. 
 
Open Space Strategy 
Focusing effort on an ambitious open space preservation project will help to raise interest in carrying 
out  this  2012  Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan.  Ideas  for  potential  projects  have  already  been 
suggested. One  idea  is  to  create a  riverfront park, assembling all of  the priority parcels along  the 
Taunton River. The park could have upstream and downstream sections for canoe access and hiking 
and historical trails along the River. Another idea is to improve fish passage and public access to the 
Taunton  River  tributaries  in  town  to  stimulate  interest  in  herring  runs  and  environmental 
stewardship.  Similarly,  specific  plans  need  to  be  developed  for  protecting  existing  and  potential 
aquifers, for bicycle paths, and recreational facility needs. 
 

                                                       
13 For assistance from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) in deciding which type of buffer is appropriate or 
for any other questions, contact the local West Wareham Service Center at (508) 295‐5151. 
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Agricultural Preservation 
Agricultural  lands  in Raynham  should be preserved  for  local  food  security, economic value, and  to 
maintain the rural character of Raynham. Once agricultural land has been developed, the resource is 
forever lost to the community. Farmers should be encouraged to participate in the APR program and 
the  Chapter  61  tax  program  to  preserve  their  land  or  relieve  the  farmers  from  excess  tax  and 
development pressures.   
 
Where  there  are  agricultural  lands  in  use,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  ensure  that  best 
management practices are employed. Pesticides and fertilizers are often used on agricultural  lands, 
which during a precipitation event, run off the land and contaminate the underlying aquifers. Efforts 
should be made  to educate  farmers  in Raynham  regarding  less polluting options, especially  those 
who  operate  lands  above  a  drinking water  aquifer.  In  particular,  the  areas  in  the Oxbow  by  the 
Taunton River, the APR properties, and the areas by  I‐495 should be  inspected to ensure that they 
are not contaminating the underlying aquifers. 
 
Recreation 
The Town should provide recreational facilities and programs appropriate to the various age groups 
of  town  residents.  Based  on  the  Section  7.  Analysis  of Needs,  the  Town  needs  to  increase  and 
improve  its  facilities  in  order  to  meet  the  NRPA  standards.  ADA  accessibility  is  needed  at  all 
recreation sites to improve access for disabled residents. 
 
Trails 
A  system of  trails  should be  created  that  link  large  town open  spaces  and places of  recreational, 
historical, and cultural interest. Trails can be designed appropriately for various modes of recreation, 
such as hiking,  cross‐country  skiing, biking, and horseback  riding.  Specific  sites which ought  to be 
linked via trails include Massasoit State Park in Taunton, the Taunton River, and the Town Center. All 
neighborhoods should be connected to the trail system, which may in turn be linked to recreational 
facilities  in neighboring towns and possibly a  larger regional greenway project. The trail system can 
be enhanced by the creation of bicycle lanes on certain existing roads and by utilizing the MBTA rail 
bed, which can potentially provide a link to a vast regional trails network. 
 
Network of Bikeways and Walkways 
The  most  noticeable  need  in  terms  of  pedestrians  and  bicyclists  is  for  developing  a  system  of 
continuous bikeways and walkways. This network would provide access, such as for school children 
to public  facilities.  The  system would  include hiking  and walking  trails,  sidewalks,  and  roads with 
designated routes for biking. These routes should take advantage of the Town’s open spaces, scenic 
views, and historic sites. A Citizen Facilitator should be designated who would assist the Planning and 
Highway  Departments  in  identifying  priorities,  developing  plans,  obtaining  funding,  and  building 
public support. 
 
Alternatives for improving bicycle facilities in Raynham include designating bicycle routes, designing 
bicycle  paths,  installing  bicycle  storage  facilities  in  key  locations  (i.e.,  employment  and  shopping 
centers, Town buildings, transit stops), and disseminating the information to the community through 
mapping and signage. 
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A  proposed  town wide  bicycle  network was  developed  for  both  recreational  and  commuter  type 
travel.  The  network  was  also  developed  in  conjunction  with  the  Historical  and  the  Open  Space 
Committees  of  the  2000 Master  Plan.  For  commuters,  direct  connections  and  level  bikeways  are 
important.  For  recreational  bicyclists,  varied  terrain,  points  of  interest,  and  scenic  views  are  of 
importance. Routes  to  the Town’s major  recreation areas are vital.  It  is  important  that  commuter 
routes and routes  leading to the schools be enhanced  through widening, striping, or both. Signage 
along these routes can also serve to make motorists more aware and possibly reduce travel speeds. 
 
Sidewalks 
Actions to  improve sidewalk conditions  include closing the gaps, and provide sidewalks (one or two 
sides) along all major roadways in the community. Footpaths, trails, or other walking facilities should 
be provided as a further action to access the recreation and conservation areas in Town. In addition, 
walking  facilities  are  recommended  along  roadways which  pass  historic  sites. A  potential  priority 
system  for addressing  the  sidewalk deficiencies  in Raynham  is presented  in Appendix 8. A priority 
plan  such  as  this  can  be  used  to  assist  in  scheduling  the  construction  of  new  sidewalks  as  funds 
become available, while  the  following  recommended guidelines provide  some design  specification 
and standards to be followed during construction. 
 
Scenic Roadways 
Many  of Raynham’s  scenic  roads  are  of  a  narrower  dimension  and  are  bounded  by  stone walls. 
Appendix 8 includes various standards for roadways and sidewalk design. Along historic and scenic 
roads,  existing  stone walls  should be  relocated  to  accommodate  a wider  right of way.  Sidewalks 
should be provided in a natural setting. The right of way should be set at 40 feet but the paved areas 
will vary with the amount of projected traffic and the available right of way.  
 
Taunton River 
With a  focused  campaign,  the Town  could preserve much of  the area along  the Taunton River as 
open  space with  trails, picnic benches, and active  recreational  facilities where appropriate. Canoe 
and kayak access along the river could be incorporated into a riverfront park. 
 
Active Recreational Facilities 
The Town should ensure that each neighborhood has convenient access to all recreational facilities. 
The southeastern third of the Town, in particular, is in need of additional facilities. The following are 
specific recreational facilities needs which have been identified. 

• Ensure that each neighborhood has convenient access to playing fields. 
• Develop a swimming area, either a pool or a beach, for instance at Gushee Pond. 
• Build more tennis courts, perhaps ones that could be flooded for winter ice‐skating. 
• Move the model airplane flying area to the capped landfill. 
• Improve Johnson’s Pond and Johnson Park, to create a centrally located, multi‐use area. This 

could be an important element of a Town Center concept. Paddleboats could be provided on 
Johnson’s Pond. 

 
Stormwater Protection   

Stormwater needs to be managed in order to maintain the ecological integrity of the Town’s natural 
resources.  Appendix  4  provides  an  overview  of  the  importance  of  stormwater  protection  and 
management  techniques.  It  is helpful  to  first assess  the source of contaminants  to devise  targeted 
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and  appropriate  strategies.  For  example,  the  Town  could  control  the  storage  of  runoff  water, 
infiltration of  stormwater  to groundwater, or  treatment of pollutants  in  stormwater. The DEP has 
formulated some site planning techniques that will minimize runoff. These include: 

• Minimize  impervious  surfaces by  allocating  land  interspersed within development  to have 
natural  cover  or  soil.  This  will  allow  for  a  greater  volume  of  precipitation  to  reach  the 
groundwater. This can be done by: 

o maintaining natural buffers and drainage ways; 

o minimizing the creation of steep slopes; 

o minimizing the placement of new structure or roads over porous or erodible soils; 

o reducing frontage and other setbacks; 

o establishing  cluster  developments  so  that  dense  settlements  are  surrounded  by 
undisturbed open space; 

o reducing the footprint of buildings and parking areas; 

o using shallow grassed roadside swales and parking lot islands with check dams; 

o utilizing “turf pavers,” gravel, or other porous surfaces when possible; 

o Maintaining as much of the pre‐development vegetation as possible. 

• Fit the development to the terrain; road patterns should match the landform. 

• Preserve and utilize natural drainage  systems. Curbing on  streets  impairs natural drainage 
systems; try to preserve natural vegetated drainage ways. 

• Reproduce  pre‐development  hydrologic  conditions.  Plans  should  seek  to  maximize 
infiltration when runoff quality is acceptable and as soil conditions and available space allow. 
Infiltration of  stormwater  through  the  soil will generally  remove pollutants and  sediments 
and improve water quality. 

 
The  Town  should  require  all  development  proposals  to  prepare  comprehensive  site  plans  that 
address  the  reduction  of  stormwater  runoff.  Note:  Current  review  of  Raynham’s  Subdivision 
Regulations is underway to include low impact development standards for stormwater. 
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Section 10.  Public Comments  
 
Letter of Approval:  Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, February X, 2012 
 
Letter of Support:  Planning Board, January X, 2012 
 
Letter of Support:  Conservation Commission, January X, 2012 
 
Letter of Support:  Board of Selectmen, January X, 2012 
 
Letter of Support:  SRPEDD, January X, 2012 
 
Newspaper Articles: 
 Raynham Call, August 2009: “Open Space Plan Input” 
 Raynham Call, June 22, 2011: “Open Space Action Plan Meeting June 30” 
 Raynham Call, July 1, 2011: “Raynham has seen major growth in the past decade” 
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Table 14.
215.00
215.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

11-256- 1499/407 2254 King 
Philip Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

Dept. of 
Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation
Borden Colony, 

open fields, forest 
land

Excellent Yes No Medium
Gift 
from 
State

FFD APR P 145.00

13-73- 9457/107 Leonard Street Chaves Private
Dept. of 

Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation Agricultural field Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 6.00

13-74- 9457/107 Leonard Street Chaves Private
Dept. of 

Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation Agricultural fields, 
forest land Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 23.00

13-75- 9457/107 Leonard Street Chaves Private
Dept. of 

Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation
Agricultural field, 

forest land abutting 
the Taunton River

Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 18.00

13-75A- 9457/107 Leonard Street Chaves Private
Dept. of 

Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation
Agricultural field 

abutting the 
Taunton River

Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 5.00

13-76- 9457/107 Leonard Street Chaves Private
Dept. of 

Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation Agricultural field Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 10.00

13-79- 9457/107 471 Leonard 
Street Chaves Private

Dept. of 
Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation Farm building Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 3.00

16-35- 9457/107 Leonard Street Chaves Private
Dept. of 

Agricultural 
Resources

Conservation
Forest land 

abutting Taunton 
River

Excellent No No Low N/A RA APR P 5.00

Total Protected Acres:
Total Acres:Private Open Space Parcels: Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Land

Table 14 - Page 1



Table 15.
117.93
0.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type Current Use Property Description Zoning Deed 
Restriction

Protection 
Status Acres

1-12-3 2338/232 547 Prospect 
Hill Street Sarras Private Chapter 61A 61A - Pasture FFD N/A S 7.58

8-31A- 15926/185 29 Terrier Way Farrington Private Chapter 61A 61A RA N/A S 7.13

8-129- 1402/143 266 Pleasant 
Street Edgewood Club Inc. Private Chapter 61B 61B - Hiking (trails or paths) RA N/A S 9.76

12-1- 7271/41 381 Pleasant 
Street Reid Private Chapter 61 61 - Forest Land RA N/A S 11.80

12-216-1 8483/42 399 Locust 
Street Denbesten Private Chapter 61A

61A - Field Crops (hay, wheat, tillable 
forage cropland, etc.) & Productive 

Woodland (woodlots)
RA N/A S 23.70

12-228- 1884/72 646 Locust 
Street Bastiansen Private Chapter 61A 61A - Pasture RA N/A S 0.73

13-41- 9461/169 684 Locust 
Street Bastiansen Private Chapter 61A 61A - Pasture RA N/A S 4.44

15-186- 15948/0167 590 South 
Street East MC Green LLC Private Chapter 61A 61A - Truck Crops (vegetables) BD N/A S 16.00

18-20- 15205/64 Church Street Arruda Private Chapter 61A 61A - Field Crops (hay, wheat, tillable 
forage cropland, etc.) RA N/A S 11.40

18-58- 4899/96 Richmond 
Street Carmichael Private Chapter 61A 61A - Cranberry Bog RA N/A S 25.39

Private Open Space Parcels: Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

Table 15 - Page 1



Table 16.
3138.83

0.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type Current Use Property Description Zoning Deed 
Restriction

Protection 
Status Acres

1-10- 859/405 Broadway Massasoit Greyhound Assoc 
Inc. Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable)

Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area, paved storage area, 

forest land abutting dog track
FFD N/A N 38.56

1-11- 3649/348 Prospect Hill 
Street

Broadway Realty Trust; Kelly 
Ann Carney Trustee Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable)

Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area, forest land abutting 

dog track
FFD N/A N 11.75

1-13- 11601/230 521 Prospect 
Hill Street Maria S Salley Life Estate Private Residential Single house, agricultural fields, forest 

land FFD N/A N 19.30

1-21- N/A Broadway Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land
Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, forest land abutting 
dog track

ID N/A N 10.28

1-22- N/A Broadway Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land
Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, forest land abutting 
dog track

ID N/A N 12.76

1-32- 5712/207-20 110 Robinson 
Street

Lutheran Church of the Way 
Inc. Private Religious Church building, forest land WD N/A N 54.01

1-97- 6920/300 32 Laurel Lane Papp Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 17.10

2-5A- N/A Hall Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area, forest land, bog WD N/A N 35.16

3-13- 14193/51 Prospect Hill 
Street Feldblum Private Vacant Land 

(Developable)
Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, forest land FFD N/A N 30.59

3-24- 50/101 301 Prospect 
Hill Street Largey Private Residential Single house, forest land FFD N/A N 14.34

3-25- 15981/335 293 Prospect 
Hill Street Wohler Private Residential Single house, forest land FFD N/A N 19.47

3-26- 6496/142 26 Plentywood 
Lane Cranston Private Residential Single house, forest land FFD N/A N 62.50

3-26-1 4650/243 38 Brudge 
Street Awais Private Residential Single house, field, forest land RA N/A N 12.00

3-39A- 1578/1001 Broadway Czahar Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land BD N/A N 18.20

3-63- 16034/164 1700 Broadway 1700 Broadway Realty LLC Private Commercial Storage area, forest land FFD N/A N 13.00

3-65- 5991/6 1746 Broadway Bernardo Private Commercial Office building, field, forest land FFD N/A N 9.60

3-92A- 11094/238 1441 Broadway Cousins Private Residential Forest land, stream BD N/A N 13.04

3-310- 4359/307 345 Hall Street Broadhurst Private Vacant Land 
(Developable)

Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area, single house, forest 

land
WD N/A N 14.80

Private Open Space Parcels: Other Land of Interest Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

Table 16 ‐ Page 1



3138.83
0.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type Current Use Property Description Zoning Deed 
Restriction

Protection 
Status Acres

Private Open Space Parcels: Other Land of Interest Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

3-312B- 8726/120 Hall Street Finnigan Private Vacant Land 
(Developable)

Hockomock Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area, forest land WD N/A N 21.10

3-341- 6846/209 44 Cedar Street Emerson-Kobryn Private Residential Single house, forest land abutting Dead 
Swamp WD N/A N 38.64

3-347- 48/146 201 Elm Street 
East Teed Private Residential Single house, pond, forest land abutting 

Dead Swamp WD N/A N 25.94

4-23- 7467/154 Britton Street Tuohy Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land, bog WD N/A N 35.35

4-108-5 16599/190 131 Prospect 
Hill Street Holmes & Jackson Private Residential Single house, bog WD N/A N 10.16

4-108-16 19047/258 154 Theresa 
Road Wach Private Residential Single house, forest land, bog WD N/A N 23.24

4-188B-23 8409-286 Oak Street Raynham Investments LLC Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land, bog near Dead Swamp WD N/A N 37.07

4-280- 17427/122 Center Street The Machado Family 
Irrevocable Trust Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable)
Forest land, stream abutting Dead 

Swamp WD N/A N 13.65

4-263A- 2881/222 Oak Street Chappell Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land behind houses RA N/A N 11.70

5-- N/A North Main 
Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land Dead Swamp WD N/A N 15.83

5- - N/A North Main 
Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land Titicut Swamp WD N/A N 18.50

5-5C- 1352/227 Center Street Bumila Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Dead Swamp WD N/A N 162.50

5-5-1 18737/117 Center Street Barrow Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable)

Cranberry bog, pond, forest land abutting 
Dead Swamp WD N/A N 15.60

5-5-2 18737/117 Center Street Barrow Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable)

Forest land, cranberry bog abutting Dead 
Swamp WD N/A N 35.20

5-5-3 1222/330 Center Street Barrow Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting Dead Swamp WD N/A N 32.70

5-9-7 8903/57 43 Mary Lou's 
Court Shapiro Private Residential Dead Swamp, single house WD N/A N 23.21

5-15A- 6305/272 Center Street Sherburne Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Dead Swamp WD N/A N 17.00

5-26- 9766/22 North Main 
Street Rozenas Private Vacant Land 

(Developable)
Gravel pit, forest land abutting Dead 

Swamp WD N/A N 25.01

5-27- 9766/22 North Main 
Street Rozenas Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable) Dead Swamp WD N/A N 12.84

5-39- 11787/85 North Main 
Street Rozenas Private Vacant Land 

(Developable) Dead Swamp, fields RA N/A N 52.47

5-57- 74/144 North Main 
Street Mill Pond Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable)
Forest land across street from Hewitt 

Pond Preserve RA N/A N 37.90

Table 16 - Page 2



3138.83
0.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type Current Use Property Description Zoning Deed 
Restriction

Protection 
Status Acres

Private Open Space Parcels: Other Land of Interest Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

6A-5- 2722/305 South Main 
Street Caron Private Vacant Land 

(Developable) Forest land FFD N/A N 15.00

6A-9- 7282/191 South Main 
Street King Phillip Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 

(Developable)
Forest land, fields abutting Borden 

Colony FFD N/A N 90.00

7-13- 1982/34 160 Broadway Prospect Leasing Inc. Private Commercial Fields, forest land BD N/A N 26.36

7-202- N/A Broadway Leonard Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting Pine Swamp FFD N/A N 14.20

7-210B- N/A King Phillip 
Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land Pine Swamp RB N/A N 18.92

8-30- 1581/210 675 North Main 
Street St. Ann's Church Private Religious Church building, parking lots, forest land RA N/A N 47.85

8-225- 4421/108 272 Mill Street Gonsalves Private Residential Single house, forest land abutting Pine 
Swamp RA N/A N 25.00

8-229- 1814/113 King Phillip 
Street Anastos Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable) Pine Swamp FFDII N/A N 30.00

8-243B- 15671/66 225 Mill Street Williams Private Residential Single house, forest land, fields, pond 
abutting Pine Swamp RA N/A N 56.10

8-296- 18425/208 White Street Leroy Private Residential Single house, Tracy Pond, wetlands, 
streams, forest land RA N/A N 64.95

9-184- 1093/139 Pleasant Street Arms Private Residential Single house, field, forest land abutting 
Gushee Pond WD N/A N 29.00

9-207-17B 11024/22 Ashbury Street Shute Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land, Bassett Brook RA N/A N 50.80

9-213- 15073/339 Locust Street Hamlin Realty LLC Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land abutting Route 24 RA N/A N 13.26

10A-5- N/A Pine Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting City of Taunton FFD N/A N 16.50

10-12- 1913/265 323 Pine Street Calnen Private Residential Forest land, old cranberry bog LI N/A N 19.78

10-32- 4190/254 Pine Street Heinz Raynham Trust; Carol 
A Heinz Trustee Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting I-495 LI N/A N 26.25

11-37A- 4820/294 228 Pleasant 
Street Bryer Realty Trust Private Residential Forest land abutting Johnson Pond RA N/A N 15.60

11-50- 2340/129 Pleasant Street Romani Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land, small field, Dam Lot Brook RA N/A N 35.00

11-98- 3072/343 King Street
Green Acres Realty Trust; 

Robert A Romani et al. 
Trustees

Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land RA N/A N 28.00

11-101- 8763/103 329 King Street Kuran Private Residential Single house, forest land abutting Dam 
Lot Brook Conservation Area RA N/A N 18.37

Table 16 - Page 3



3138.83
0.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type Current Use Property Description Zoning Deed 
Restriction

Protection 
Status Acres

Private Open Space Parcels: Other Land of Interest Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

11-140- 9280/337 297 Orchard 
Street Valle Private Residential Single house, forest land FFD N/A N 13.02

11-146- 1740/1137 227 Orchard 
Street Staaf Private Residential Single house, forest land FFD N/A N 23.50

11-171- 4397/264 109 King Street
L & M Reed Realty Trust; 

Milton & Lois M Reed 
Trustees

Private Residential Single house, forest land FFD N/A N 12.25

11-190A- 12238/350 Warren Street 
West Cedar Pond Realty LLC Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable) Forest land FFD N/A N 46.67

12-214- 74/54 King Street Top Hill Farms LLC Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Single house, forest land RA N/A N 17.58

12-229A- 17757/229 Durham Drive Norwood Cooperative Bank Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 12.00

12-233A- 18450/152 Locust Street Jaqueline Helpern, Trustee; 
Helpern Family Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable) Forest land, field RA N/A N 12.00

12-238- 9864/305 Locust Street Riley Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land RA N/A N 12.32

12-239A- 10500/242 King Street Badejo Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 10.80

12-239C- 16465/172 Tearall Road Helides Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 10.60

12-239E- 16465/172 Tearall Road Helides Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 10.00

12-239-15 74/54 King Street Top Hill Farms LLC Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land RA N/A N 13.05

12-242A- 9413/334 219 Buck Knoll 
Road Strausbaugh Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 11.00

12-245- 5837/149 140 Old King 
Street Deleo Private Residential Single House, field, forest land RA N/A N 10.29

12-248A- N/A Old King Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land Forest land abutting Route 24 RA N/A N 10.87

12-248B- N/A Old King Street Owner Unknown Private Vacant Land Forest land abutting Route 24 RA N/A N 12.54

13-40- 11024/22 Locust Street Shute Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 15.00

13-48A- 10990/186 Forest Street Smith Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land abutting Bassett Brook RA N/A N 32.86

13-54- 4599/127 Pine Street S M N D Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land RA N/A N 18.00

13-55- 1772/344 Pine Street Pine Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land, field RA N/A N 45.60
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13-59- 1772/344 Pine Street Pine Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land, field RA N/A N 16.00

13-65- 18565/155 Pine Street Pine Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting Taunton River LI N/A N 12.67

13-67- 1772/344 904 Pine Street Pine Realty Trust Private Residential Single house, fields, forest land abutting 
Taunton River LI N/A N 74.00

14-50- 5446/217 Commercial 
Street Keneally Private Vacant Land 

(Developable)
Forest land near Forge River 

Conservation Area BD N/A N 12.87

14-59- 7269/280 Richmond 
Street

Southern NE Assoc. of 
Seventh Day Adventists Private Religious Forest land RA/BD N/A N 10.43

14-124- 5535/225 Orchard Street Loura Private Vacant Land 
(Developable)

Forest land abutting Woodland 
Conservation Area FFD N/A N 20.00

14-164- 13698/302 Judson Street JLM Raynham Assoc. LLC Private Vacant Land 
(Developable)

Forest land abutting Woodland 
Conservation Area RA N/A N 16.59

14-208- 16873/274 800 South 
Street East Thomas Private Residential Single house, forest land abutting 

Taunton River BD N/A N 29.70

14-227- 7692/328 Route 44 Route 44 Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land abutting Taunton River BD N/A N 14.80

15-17- 1622/679 153 Sunset 
Drive Bisio Private Residential Single house, forest land, part of Dam 

Lot Brook RA N/A N 55.84

15-95- 1969/171 Judson Street Judson Street Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 50.00

15-103A- 1807/143 Judson Street Helides Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land RA N/A N 16.50

15-110A-1 7129/146 94 Alexandra 
Drive McFadyen Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 11.90

15-110A-2 14770/92 101 Alexandra 
Drive Thompson Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 11.18

15-148B- 13475/191 Route 44 Burke Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land abutting Route 44 BD N/A N 18.98

15-176-1 15494/247 Paramount 
Drive Depuy Orthopaedics Inc. Private Vacant Land 

(Developable) Forest land DD N/A N 20.58

15-176-3F 14103/279 10 Commerce 
Way Noblin Private Commercial Office building, parking lot, forest land, 

and bog DD N/A N 25.24

15-176-4J 16393/168 Hill Street Intoccia Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Cleared land, forest land, and bog BD N/A N 20.01

15-176-4L 18455/308 Paramount 
Drive

22 Paramount Drive Realty 
Trust Private Vacant Land 

(Developable) Forest land BD N/A N 15.76

16-2A- 4927/307 1440 Route 44 Rodman Five Realty Trust Private Commercial Office building, parking lot, forest land, 
bog RA N/A N 13.47
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16-38- 13637/120 Route 44 Faneuil Harbor Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting Taunton River RA N/A N 41.50

16-49- 13637/120 Route 44 Faneuil Harbor Realty Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land RA N/A N 12.50

16-55- 8743/94 Route 44 Golden Mile Realty LLC Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land, fields abutting Taunton River RA N/A N 43.00

16-59- 17181/214 618 Church 
Street Leonard Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 37.91

16-69- 6471/242 621 Hill Street Nickerson Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 17.61

17-20- 14936/178 Sandy Hill 
Street Leman Private Vacant Land 

(Undevelopable)
Forest land abutting Taunton River, near 

Oxbow Preserve RA N/A N 12.00

17-72- 7867/222 336 South 
Street East Woodland Way Realty Trust Private Residential Single house, forest land, fields abutting 

Oxbow Preserve and Taunton River RA N/A N 33.30

17-74- 15803/0064 South Street 
East

Wat Nawamintararachutis & 
NMR Meditation Center Private Religious Forest land near Taunton River BUS N/A N 36.33

17-77- 15803/0064 382 South 
Street East

Wat Nawamintararachutis & 
NMR Meditation Center Private Religious 

Meditation center, forest land near 
Taunton River, site of new Buddhist 

Temple 
BUS N/A N 11.00

17-82-3 3924/26 Meadow Drive Riverview Meadows Limited 
Partnership Private Vacant Land 

(Developable) Forest land near Oxbow Preserve BD N/A N 11.04

17-86- 5059/180 512 South 
Street East King Private Residential

Single house, forest land, agricultural 
fields abutting Oxbow Preserve and 

Taunton River
BD N/A N 74.19

17-88- 9065/73 546 South 
Street East

Raynham Bristol County 
Medical Private Commercial Nursing home, forest land abutting 

Taunton River BD N/A N 23.00

17-104- 7337/245 Hill Street Pacheco Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Forest land BD N/A N 12.50

17-113- 3420/115 Hill Street Fox Hill Farm Trust Private Vacant Land 
(Developable)

Forest land, field, pond abutting Taunton 
River RA N/A N 55.00

18-6- 2281/179 Church Street
King Philip Realty Trust & 

John D Noblin Jr. et al. 
Trustees

Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting Taunton River RB N/A N 48.00

18-15- 12864/88 125 Dean 
Street Bacis Revocable Trust Private Residential Single house, forest land RA N/A N 23.67

18-19- 16576/198 513 Church 
Street Riverfront LLC Private Vacant Land 

(Developable)
Farm buildings, agricultural fields, forest 

land abutting Tauton River RA N/A N 28.00

18-26A- 1658/165 River Street Dicroce Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Fields, forest land, pond RA N/A N 31.00

18-27A- 1729/625 38 Richmond 
Street Hughes Private Residential Single house, forest land, ponds RA N/A N 23.81
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18-32- 1484/947 River Street Helides Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable) Forest land abutting cranberry bogs RA N/A N 12.00

18-36-4D 16783/280 Church Street Arruda Private Vacant Land 
(Developable) Fields abutting cranberry bogs RA N/A N 12.00

18-36-4E 8083/106 Church Street Huskins Private Vacant Land 
(Undevelopable)

Fields, forest land abutting cranberry 
bogs RA N/A N 10.00
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2A-53- 1623/145 Elm Street 
East

Town of 
Raynham Public

Raynham 
Center Water 

District
Vacant Land Forest land near 

Lake Nippenicket Average No No Low N/A RA RCWD P 3.50

3-14- N/A Prospect Hill 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land

Hockomock 
Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, 
forest land abutting 

RR ROW

Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A N 7.00

3-40A- N/A Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Forest land 
abutting RR ROW Excellent Yes No Low N/A ID N/A P 19.90

3-41- 957/478 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Forest land 
abutting RR ROW Excellent Yes No Low Gift ID N/A P 10.65

3-53- 7957/165 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Hockomock 

Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area

Average Yes No Low N/A ID N/A N 3.29

3-58- 7957/165 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Hockomock 

Swamp Wildlife 
Management Area

Average Yes No Low N/A ID N/A N 3.09

3-90A- 11099/31 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land 
abutting road Poor Yes No Low N/A BD N/A N 0.43

3-96B- N/A Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Cemetary 

Department
Town 

Cemetary Cemetery Average Limited No Low N/A BD N/A S 0.02

3-429- N/A Bridge Street Town of 
Raynham Public Cemetary 

Department
Town 

Cemetary
Cemetery, forest 

land Average Limited No Low N/A RA N/A S 5.00

4-31- 10706/286 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land 
abutting RR Average Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 4.00

4-51-11 8798/171 Cal's Court Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Open Space 
Subdivision Excellent Yes No High N/A WD Yes P 20.90

4-137- N/A Route 495 Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A N 4.50

4-166- 1499/407 Carver Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Average Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 3.10

4-327B- 1499/407 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Disturbed land, 
shrubs, trees Average Yes No Low N/A BD N/A N 0.90

5-42A- 14807/249 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

Raynham 
Center Water 

District
Vacant Land

Titicut Swamp, 
forest land next to I-

495
Average No No Low N/A WD RCWD P 23.82

Public Open Space Parcels: Town-Owned Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:
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5-45- 16531/47 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

Raynham 
Center Water 

District
Vacant Land

Forest land near 
Raynham Middle 

School
Average No No Low N/A RA RCWD P 11.53

5-46- 16531/47 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

Raynham 
Center Water 

District
Vacant Land Forest land, 

construction site Average No No Low N/A RA RCWD P 4.57

5-48-1 11138/218 Jess Marie 
Road

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Titicut Swamp, 
forest land, stream Average Yes No Medium N/A RA N/A P 14.64

5-56-13 56/137 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Forest land next to 
Hewitt Pond Excellent Yes No High N/A WD N/A P 1.88

5-56A- 1499/407 Juniper Hill 
Drive

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A P 2.35

5-59E- N/A Titicut Road Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land

Forest land next to 
Hewitt Pond & 

Raynham Middle 
School

Excellent Yes No High N/A WD N/A P 9.14

5-67- 13154/48 Jamie Lane Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Excellent Yes No High N/A RD N/A N 6.21

5-70-3 30/153 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation
Hewitt's Pond 

Preserve, forest 
land, Hewitt Pond

Excellent Yes No High
State 
Self-
help

WD N/A P 15.94

5-70-4 1870/243 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation

Hewitt's Pond 
Preserve, forest 

land next to 
Raynham Middle 

School

Excellent Yes No High
State 
Self-
help

FFD N/A P 13.76

5-70-2B 71/63 Roger's Way Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation

Part of Titicut 
Swamp, forest 

land next to Hewitt 
Pond

Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.11

5-72- 6220/328 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A N 11.00

5-73- 6220/328 North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A N 4.20
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6A-9A- 7282/191 Thrasher 
Street

King 
Phillip 
Realty 

Trust C/O 
Town of 

Raynham

Public Board of 
Selectmen Vacant Land

Forest land across 
street from Pine 

Swamp 
Conservation Area

Excellent No No High N/A FFD N/A N 2.14

6-10- 8139/148 Titicut Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land

Titicut Swamp, 
forest land abutting 

I-495/Route 24 
interchange

Excellent Yes No Low N/A WD N/A N 4.22

6-20C- 8139/148 Titicut Road Town of 
Raynham Public Sewer 

Department Improved

Titicut Swamp, 
forest land with 

sewer 
maintenance 

facility

Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A N 57.30

6-23-1 4471/152 Titicut Road Town of 
Raynham Public

Raynham 
Center Water 

District
Vacant Land

Well protection, 
forest land, fields, 
building abutting 
Raynham Middle 

School

Average No No Low N/A FFD/WD RCWD P 51.29

6-25- N/A North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land

Titicut Swamp, 
forest land with 

powerline corridor 
abutting I-495

Average Yes No Low N/A WD N/A N 20.00

7-4- 15962/111 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public

North 
Raynham 

Water District
Vacant Land

Well protection, 
forest land abutting 

mining  activities
Average No No Low N/A DD NRWD P 11.51

7-25- 2170/126 King Philip 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

North 
Raynham 

Water District
Improved

Well protection, 
forest land abutting 

mining activities
Average No No Low N/A FFD NRWD P 27.99

7-42- 10130/245 Britton Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation

Forest land, shrub 
swamp, marsh, 

appears to be ATV 
disturbed area

Excellent Yes No High Gift WD Yes P 41.13
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7-189- 995/134 Chickering 
Road

Town of 
Raynham Public

North 
Raynham 

Water District
Improved

Well protection, 
forest land, 

building
Average No No Low N/A BD NRWD P 11.70

7-201- 15393/249 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation
Forest land near 

Pine Swamp 
Conservation Area

Average Yes No Low N/A WD N/A P 10.56

7-205- 7905/217 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Forest land near 

Pine Swamp 
Conservation Area

Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A N 3.43

7-207- 1499/407 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFDI N/A P 3.00

7-210- 1499/407 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFDII N/A P 20.00

8-106A- N/A North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Access-way to 
Johnsons Pond Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.11

8-107- 16836/25 Broadway Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Headwaters of 
Johnsons Pond Excellent Yes No High Gift RA CR P 3.00

8-153- 1499/407 Gardiner 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen

Vacant Land 
(Highway 

Department)

Gravel pit, forest 
land abutting Kings 

Pond
Poor Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 2.00

8-154- 1499/407 Gardiner 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen

Vacant Land 
(Highway 

Department)

Gravel pit, forest 
land abutting Kings 

Pond
Poor Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 2.00

8-231- 1499/407 King Philip 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Pine Swamp Poor Yes No Low N/A FFDII N/A P 11.00

8-235- 1499/407 King Philip 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFDII N/A P 40.00

8-236- 1499/407 King Philip 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Pine Swamp Excellent Yes No Low N/A FFDII N/A P 20.00

8-238- 6686/299 1 Arrowhead 
Lane

Town of 
Raynham Public

North 
Raynham 

Water District
Improved

Well protection, 
forest land, 

building
Excellent No No Low N/A RA NRWD P 28.71

8-243-5 1792/223 Mill Street Town of 
Raynham Public Housing 

Authority
Future 

Housing

Forest land next to 
Housing Authority 

development
Excellent No No Low Gift RA N/A N 6.24
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8-243A- 17435/81 Mill Street Town of 
Raynham Public Housing 

Authority
Future 

Housing

Forest land next to 
Housing Authority 

development
Average No No Low Gift RA N/A N 2.00

8-246-3 17435/81 Mill Street Town of 
Raynham Public Housing 

Authority
Future 

Housing

Forest land next to 
Housing Authority 

development
Average No No Low Gift RA N/A N 1.23

9-7A- N/A Christina's 
Path

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Field, high tension 
lines Poor Yes No Low N/A RA N/A P 1.12

9-7B- 15857/216 Christina's 
Path

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Forest land, shrub 

swamp, bog, 
disturbed land

Poor Limited No Low N/A RA Yes S 3.64

9-7C- 15857/216 Christina's 
Path

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Shrub swamp, 
trees, disturbed 

land
Poor Limited No Low N/A RA Yes S 0.57

9-187- N/A Pleasant 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land next to 
Route 24 Average Yes No Low N/A WD N/A N 3.19

9-243- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Poor No No Low N/A RA N/A N 0.34

9-244- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Poor No No Low N/A RA N/A N 0.34

10-4- 7294/263 Pine Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Forest land next to 
I-495 Average Yes No High N/A LID N/A P 5.57

10-5- 1712/792 Pine Street
Town of 

Bridgwate
r

Public N/A Vacant Land

Forest land 
abutting Camp 

Titicut Reservation 
and Taunton River

Average Yes No High N/A LID N/A N 7.50

10A-18- 1698/849 East Britannia 
Street

City of 
Taunton Public N/A Vacant Land Forest land 

abutting Taunton Average Limited No Low N/A FFD N/A P 5.50

10A-18A- 1703/518 East Britannia 
Street

City of 
Taunton Public N/A Vacant Land Forest land 

abutting Taunton Poor Limited No Low N/A FFD N/A P 0.03

10A-24- 1698/849 Pine Swamp Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A P 2.00

10A-25- 1698/849 Pine Swamp Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A P 2.00

10A-26- 1693/538 Pine Swamp Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A P 28.00
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10A-28- 1693/538 Pine Swamp Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A P 9.00

10A-29- 1520/800 Thrasher 
Street

City of 
Taunton Public N/A Vacant Land

Taunton Municipal 
Light Plant, forest 

land
Average Limited No Low N/A FFD N/A P 8.54

10A-33- 1693/538 Pine Swamp Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Pine Swamp Average Yes No Low N/A FFD N/A P 105.00

11-128- 6590/287 Katie Drive Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation
Forest land near 
Dam Lot Brook 

Conservation Area
Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 26.60

11-256C- 1499/407 King Philip 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

Dept. of 
Agricultural Vacant Land Borden Colony, 

forest land Excellent Yes No High Gift FFD N/A P 5.00

11-256D- 1499/407 2000 King 
Philip Street

Town of 
Raynham Public

Dept. of 
Agricultural 
Resources

Improved
Borden Colony, 

forest land, 
buildings

Excellent Yes No Medium Gift FFD N/A P 7.50

12-181- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A N 0.34

12-182- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-183- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-184- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-185- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-186- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-187- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-188- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-189- 1499/407 Eleanor Road Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.34

12-251A- 1499/407 King Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land

Forest land 
abutting Dam Lot 

Brook 
Conservation Area

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 14.11

Table 17 - Page 6



967.54
764.82

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

Public Open Space Parcels: Town-Owned Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

12-251B- 6590/287 King Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation

Forest land 
abutting Dam Lot 

Brook 
Conservation Area

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 8.69

12-251C- 6590/287 King Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation Forest land next to 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 7.34

12-251D- 6590/287 King Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation Forest land next to 
Route 24 Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 1.27

12-261- 1499/407 King Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Dam Lot Brook 
Conservation Area Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 17.00

12-262B- 6830/228 King Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land

Forest land 
abutting Dam Lot 

Brook 
Conservation Area

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 10.00

13-44-
13B 15660/299 Everett Drive Town of 

Raynham Public Board of 
Selectmen Vacant Land Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A N 1.77

13-53- 9971/171 Courtney Way Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation Field, bog, forest 
land Poor No No Low N/A RA N/A P 5.53

14-22- 4618/107 South Street 
West

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Poor Yes No Low N/A BD N/A N 0.95

14-75- 1662/481 South Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation Forge River 
Conservation Area Average Yes No Medium urchase RA/BD N/A P 9.46

14-76- 8029/3 South Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation

Forest land 
abutting Forge 

River Conservation 
Area

Average Yes No Medium N/A RA N/A P 0.23

14-102- N/A Richmond 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Poor No No Low N/A RA N/A N 0.14

14-151- 8139/148 Warren Street 
West

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Conservation Woodland 
Conservation Area Excellent Yes No High Gift BD N/A P 28.71

14-203- 14533/92 Orchard Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land next to 
Route 44 Poor Limited No Low N/A BD N/A N 0.72

14-204- 14533/92 Orchard Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land next to 
Route 44 Poor Limited No Low N/A BD N/A N 0.63
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967.54
764.82

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

Public Open Space Parcels: Town-Owned Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

14-230A- 1682/93 125 Route 44 Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Improved

Pump station, 
forest land abutting 

Forge River & 
Taunton River

Poor No No Low N/A BD N/A N 2.50

14-241- 5117/144 Orchard Street Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land

Forest land 
between Orchard 
Street and Route 

24

Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 16.00

16-20- N/A Leonard Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Average Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 0.40

16-34- 1499/407 Leonard Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Isolated parcel, 

forest land abutting 
Taunton River

Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 3.50

16-36- 1499/407 Leonard Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land
Isolated parcel, 

forest land abutting 
Taunton River

Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 7.50

17-1- N/A South Street 
East

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land
Forest land 

abutting Taunton 
River

Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 0.75

17-2- N/A South Street 
East

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Forest land Average Yes No Medium N/A RA N/A P 3.27

17-22- 2271/045 Sandy Hill 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Average Yes No Medium N/A RA N/A N 2.00

17-148- N/A South Street 
East

Town of 
Raynham Public Conservation 

Commission Vacant Land Forest land near 
Taunton River Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 4.13

18-14-13 13486/224 Dean Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Average Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 2.52

18-14-35 13486/223 Suzanne Drive Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Forest land Average Yes No Low N/A RA N/A N 0.93

18-48- 1499/407 Church Street Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Vacant Land Wetlands abutting 
Furnace Brook Average Yes No Low N/A RB N/A N 7.00
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Table 18.
136.05
134.71

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property Description Condition Public 

Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

1-1A- 1660/227 Broadway State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No Low N/A ID N/A P 32.00

1-3- 1666/436 Broadway State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No Low N/A ID N/A P 2.50

1-4- 1660/227 Broadway State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No Low N/A ID N/A P 5.50

1-4A- 1660/227 Broadway State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Unknown Average Yes No Low N/A N/A P 2.16

1-55- 1670/460 Unknown State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Unknown Average Yes No Low N/A N/A P 2.50

1-109- 7727/4 Hall Street State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No Medium N/A WD N/A P 13.95

1-109B- 7727/4 Hall Street State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No Medium N/A WD N/A P 9.80

2-1- 1678/1195 Hall Street State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No Medium N/A WD N/A P 15.00

2-2- N/A Hall Street State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A P 10.00

2-3- 1711/265 Unknown State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Unknown Average Yes No Medium N/A N/A P 7.00

2-4- 1678/1195 Hall Street State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No High N/A WD N/A P 10.00

2A-2A- 1680/493 Unknown State Public Division of Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation

Hockomock Swamp 
Wildlife 

Management Area
Average Yes No High N/A WD N/A P 8.30

13-31- N/A Locust 
Street State Public

Dept. of 
Conservation 

and Recreation 
Conservation Raynham State 

Forest Average Yes No High N/A RA Yes P 16.00

16-49B- N/A Route 44 State Public Other Conservation
Forest land next to 

Route 44 & Taunton 
River

Average Yes No Low N/A BD N/A N 1.34

Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:Public Open Space Parcels: State-Owned Land
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Table 19.
163.80
163.80

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

1-28A- 15687/66 Karen's Way Town of 
Raynham Public Homeowner 

Trust Conservation

Hockomock 
Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, 
forest land, field

Excellent Yes No High Gift RA Yes P 12.01

1-28B- 15717/281 Karen's Way Town of 
Raynham Public Homeowner 

Trust Conservation

Hockomock 
Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, 
forest

Average Yes No Medium Gift RA Yes P 0.16

1-28R- 15717/281 Karen's Way Town of 
Raynham Public Homeowner 

Trust Conservation

Hockomock 
Swamp Wildlife 

Management Area, 
forest land

Average Yes No Medium Gift RA Yes P 0.83

12-219A- 13757/128 Whipporwill 
Drive

Whipporwill 
Woods 

Homeowners 
Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, forest 
land, fields Excellent Yes No High N/A RA Yes P 25.27

12-220B- 13757/128 Whipporwill 
Drive

Whipporwill 
Woods 

Homeowners 
Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, forest 
land between lots Excellent Yes No High N/A RA Yes P 3.41

13-48-
37A 13757/128 Whipporwill 

Drive

Whipporwill 
Woods 

Homeowners 
Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, forest 
land, stream Excellent Yes No High N/A RA Yes P 34.78

13-48-
62A 13757/128 Whipporwill 

Drive

Whipporwill 
Woods 

Homeowners 
Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, forest 
land between lots Excellent Yes No High N/A RA Yes P 1.53

16-33A-1 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Excellent No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 5.00

16-33B- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Excellent No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 3.50

16-33C- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Excellent No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.70

16-33D- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Poor No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.20

16-33E- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.80

Nonprofit Open Space Parcels: Homeowners' Trusts Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:
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163.80
163.80

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

Nonprofit Open Space Parcels: Homeowners' Trusts Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

16-33F- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Poor No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.20

16-33G- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Poor No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.20

16-33H- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Poor No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.20

16-33I- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 6.50

16-33J- 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.40

16-33J-1 13214/23 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 1.00

16-33K- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.60

16-33L- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation
Open space, riding 

trails, wetlands, 
forest land

Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 7.50

16-33M- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation

Open space, riding 
trails, forest land 
abutting Taunton 

River

Average No No Low N/A RA Yes P 46.20

16-33N- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation
Open space, riding 

trails, wetlands, 
forest land

Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 9.50

16-33Q- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation
Open space, riding 

trails, wetlands, 
forest land

Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 0.23

16-33S- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation Open space, riding 
trails, pond Average No No Low N/A RA Yes P 0.27
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163.80
163.80

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

Nonprofit Open Space Parcels: Homeowners' Trusts Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

16-33T- 17252/131 Finch Road Steeplechase 
Preserve Trust Private Homeowner 

Association Conservation
Open space, riding 

trails, wetlands, 
forest land

Average No No Medium N/A RA Yes P 2.81

57.00
57.00

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

6B-9- 17682/24 South Street 
East

Wildlands 
Trust Private Wildlands 

Trust Conservation Raynham Oxbow 
Preserve Excellent Yes No High Yes BD/RA N/A P 57.00

Nonprofit Open Space Parcels: Land Trusts Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:
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Table 20.
136.87
14.80

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

1-19- 859/405 1958 
Broadway

Massasoit 
Greyhound 
Assoc Inc.

Private N/A Recreation Dog track, parking 
lots, forest land Poor Limited No Medium N/A ID N/A N 108.00

8-239A- 1619/28 Mill Street American 
Legion Inc. Private N/A Recreation

Soccer field, forest 
land abutting 
Wilbur Pond

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 1.26

8-240A- 1619/24 291 Mill 
Street

American 
Legion Inc. Private N/A Recreation

Soccer field, forest 
land abutting 
Wilbur Pond

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 4.93

9-172- 1246/210 425 Titicut 
Road

Taunton Rifle 
& Pistol Club 

Inc.
Private N/A Recreation Shooting Range Average Limited No High N/A FFD N/A P 14.80

10A-19- 1622/423

East 
Britannia, 
Taunton 
Rifle & 
Pistol

Taunton Rifle 
& Pistol Club 

Inc.
Private N/A Recreation Shooting Range Excellent Limited No High N/A FFD N/A N 7.88

211.85
143.15

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

3-428- N/A Bridge 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Recreation Reid Field (adult 
softball field) Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 9.55

4-318- 1609/172 53 Baker 
Road

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen
Recreation 
(Education)

North School, 
empty school, 

playground
Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 2.50

6-20B- 8586/91 420 Titicut 
Road

Town of 
Raynham Public School 

Department
Recreation 
(Education)

Bridgewater-
Raynham Regional 

Middle School, 
sports fields 
(baseball, 

fieldhockey, 
soccer/football), 2 
tennis courts, 2 

basketball courts, 
1/4 mile track)

Average Yes No High N/A FFD N/A N 40.69

Recreation Parcels: Private Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

Recreation Parcels: Public Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:
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211.85
143.15

Parcel ID Book/Page Property 
Address Owner Owner 

Type
Managing 
Agency Current Use Property 

Description Condition Public 
Access

ADA 
Accessi-

bility

Recrea-
tional 

Potential

Grant 
Recei-

ved
Zoning

Deed 
Restric-

tion

Protection 
Status Acres

Recreation Parcels: Public Land Total Acres:
Total Protected Acres:

9-218- 1682/291 Pleasant 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public School 

Department
Recreation 
(Education)

La Liberte Junior 
High School, 

basketball court
Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 12.6

9-219- 1682/291
787 

Pleasant 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public School 

Department
Recreation 
(Education)

La Liberte Junior 
High School, 3 
baseball fields, 
soccer/football 

field, 2 basketball 
courts, playground

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 14.50

9-220- 1682/291
687 

Pleasant 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public School 

Department
Recreation 
(Education)

Merrill Elementry 
School, 5 baseball 

fields, 4 batting 
cages, playground

Excellent Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 29.65

11-10- North Main 
Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen Recreation
Johnsons Pond 

Park, picnic area, 
boating, fishing

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A P 1.00

11-256B- 1499/407 2215 King 
Philip Street

Town of 
Raynham Public Recreation 

Commission Recreation

Borden Colony 
Recreation Area, 2 
baseball fields, 4 
soccer fields, 2 
tennis courts, 

volleyball, riding 
ring, playground, 

picnic area, 
walking trails

Average Yes No High N/A FFD N/A P 98.00

17-128- 1609/172 305 South 
Street East

Town of 
Raynham Public Board of 

Selectmen
Recreation 
(Education)

South School, 
Head Start, 
playground

Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 0.59

17-128A- 2451/238 South Street 
East

Town of 
Raynham Public School 

Department
Recreation 
(Education)

South School 
baseball field Average Yes No High N/A RA N/A N 2.77
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Appendix 3. 2009 Community Survey for Open Space and 
Recreation Planning & Results of 2009 Survey  

 
 
2009 Community Survey for Open Space and Recreation Planning 
 
Results of 2009 Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 
 

2009 Community Survey for Open Space and Recreation Planning  
 

The Town is in the process of updating its 2002 Open Space and Recreation Plan.  An update is necessary to 
qualify for State reimbursement programs for acquisition and protection of important open space.  This survey is 
being conducted as part of the update in order to understand the needs and concerns of the citizens of Raynham 
regarding open space and recreation facilities. 
 
For this survey “open space” will be defined as  public or privately owned undeveloped land that is important 
for a variety of reasons.  The land may or could be used for active or passive recreation, agriculture, forestry or 

have important scenic qualities that are worth preserving.  Please answer all of the questions and return by mailing or drop off  to:  
 Town Planner’s Office, 558 South Main St., Raynham, MA 02767 (by 12/1/09)  or email to mwhalley@town.raynham.ma.us  
 
How many years have you lived in Raynham? (Please circle one) 
0-5          6-10          11-15          16-20          21-25          26-30           31-35          36-40          41-45          46-50          51 + years 
 
What of the following best describes your current living situation? 
____single parent- children at home ____family- grown children no longer at home ____single young adult- living alone 

____family with older children  ____single young adult- sharing living quarters ____senior couple or family 

____young adult couple- no children ____senior living alone    ____young family with young children 

____other 

Do you consider Raynham: (Please circle one choice) 
A rural town    yes no not sure 

A suburb of Boston   yes no not sure 

A bedroom community   yes no not sure 

A town in transition   yes no not sure 

Please circle the number corresponding to your choice for the following question. 
Very Important - 5     Important - 4          Neutral - 3            Less Important - 2  Not Important - 1 
 
How important is it to you to preserve: 
Buildings of historical or architectural interest? 5 4 3 2 1 

Places of historical value?    5 4 3 2 1 

Open spaces to meet our recreation needs?  5 4 3 2 1 

Open space to meet our water supply needs?  5 4 3 2 1 

To preserve open spaces in town, would you: 
Donate money to buy land?         Yes No Not Sure 

Rewrite your deed to limit future development of your land?     Yes No Not Sure 

Sell land to the town at a “bargain price”?       Yes No Not Sure 

Sell or contribute a conservation easement/restriction to protect     

                                             your land from future development?                Yes No Not Sure 

Sell some land to the town at fair market value?      Yes No Not Sure 

Vote for a town-supported land acquisition?       Yes No Not Sure 

Sell development rights to your land in order to not development your land in the future?  Yes No Not Sure  

Favor requiring developers set aside open space in new subdivisions?    Yes No Not Sure 

Support a real estate transfer tax to acquire land on new construction (residential)?  Yes No Not Sure 

Support a real estate transfer tax to acquire land on any real estate transfer?   Yes No Not Sure 

How important is it to you for the town to acquire and preserve conservation areas for natural areas? 
 
___Very important ___Important  ___Neutral ___Less important  ___Not at all important 
 
 



2 
 

2009 Community Survey for Open Space and Recreation Planning 
 
Do you favor preserving farmland?     Yes No No opinion 
 
Do you favor preserving farmland through state programs?  Yes No No opinion 
 
What private actions do you favor to preserve farmland? (Check all that apply) 
_______Purchase of valuable land    _______Limited development 

_______Donation and receipt of conservation restrictions _______Have a farm restriction placed on your land in perpetuity 

What public actions do you favor to preserve farmland? (Check all that apply) 
_______Outright purchase of land    _______Purchase of development rights 

_______Property tax reduction programs for farm, forest and recreation land 

 
What residential growth policy do you favor for the town?  (Please circle one) 
No growth      Growth evenly spread  

Regulate growth in existing developed areas    Regulate growth in existing undeveloped areas 

 
What business and industrial growth policy do you favor for the town?  (Please circle one) 
No growth      Growth evenly spread  

Regulate growth in existing developed areas    Regulate growth in existing undeveloped areas 

Do you know where all the conservation areas are in town?   Yes No Not Sure 
 
Please answer the following questions about our recreation needs 
Very Satisfied-5  Satisfied-4    Neutral-3        Dissatisfied-2 Very Dissatisfied-1 
 
How satisfied are you with the places for children and youth to play and recreate in town?   

5 4 3 2 1 

 
How satisfied are you with the places available in town for recreational use by adults?      

5 4 3 2 1 

Do you use recreational facilities located outside of Raynham? Yes No        
   If yes, which ones? _________________________________________________ 
 
Please number the top five recreational facilities you feel are needed?  
Pick only five and number 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 (#1 being the highest priority down to #5 being the lowest priority) 
Little League field_____ Soccer field___ Football field___   Babe Ruth field___    Tennis Courts___     Children’s play areas___   

Bike trails___ Basketball courts___   Picnic Area___    Hiking & cross country skiing trail___     Ice skating rink___   Conservation 

areas___ Outdoor amphitheater___  Develop a town common ___  Recreation center building___  Local neighborhood parks___    Public 

access areas to water bodies_____ Swimming Pool_____ Fitness Trail____  Other (Please Specify)_________________________ 

Do you know about all the recreational programs available?  Yes No Not Sure 
 
Do you know what kind of activities you can do on conservation areas? Yes No Not Sure 
 
Should the town act first to maintain its current recreational facilities, or acquire more conservation land, or should there be 
equal emphasis on both? 
______Maintain current recreation areas and facilities 

______Acquire additional conservation land 

______Place equal emphasis on both maintenance and acquisition 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us about open space and recreation planning in Raynham, if so, please use the space below 
for that purpose.  Thank you very much for your effort and time.  Results will be made available at Town Hall and highlights will be 
shared with local papers. 
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Results of 2009 Survey 

Recreation Facility 
1st 

(Highest) 
Priority 

2nd  
Priority 

3rd 
Priority 

4th   
Priority 

5th   
Priority 

# of 
Responses 

Little League Field 6 7 5 2 3 23 
Soccer Field 3 0 2 2 0 7 
Football Field 5 1 4 3 3 16 
Babe Ruth Field  0 1 4 2 0 7 
Tennis Courts 1 2 2 1 8 14 
Children's Play Areas 11 8 6 3 5 33 
Bike Trails 19 9 5 10 6 49 
Basketball Courts  0 1 2 3 1 7 
Picnic Area 1 4 11 8 2 26 
Hiking & Cross 
Country Ski Trails 4 9 11 8 4 36 

Ice Skating Rink 1 4 2 1 5 13 
Conservation Areas 16 9 3 5 2 35 
Outdoor Amphitheater 1 0 1 4 7 13 
Develop a Town 
Common 6 5 7 6 10 34 

Recreation Center 
Building 3 3 3 3 5 17 

Neighborhood Parks 1 6 7 7 6 27 
Public Access to 
Water Bodies 10 4 7 4 11 36 

Swimming Pool 3 4 0 6 5 18 
Fitness Trail 6 10 7 7 9 39 
Other: 
    Dog Park 
    Skateboard Park 
    BMX Park 
    Lacrosse Facility 6 2 
    Rail Trail 1 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Priority by Total Number of Response: 
 

#1 – Bike Trails 
#2 – Fitness Trail 
#3 – Public Access to Water Bodies & 

Hiking, Cross Country Ski Trails  

Priority by #1 Priority Pick: 
 

#1 – Bike Trails 
#2 – Conservation Areas 
#3 – Children’s Play Areas 
#4 – Public Access to Water Bodies 
#5 – Fitness Trail 
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Appendix 4. Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards & 
 2008 Changes to the Massachusetts Stormwater 

Management Standards  
 
 
Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards 
 
2008 Changes to the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards 
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Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards 

Stormwater Overview14 
 

Stormwater runoff  is the water from rain and snow melts that flow across the  land. Pollutants that 
have  been  deposited  on  land  are  carried  by  runoff  into  nearby  rivers,  streams,  lakes  and 
groundwater.  Sources  of  contaminants  can  include  fluids  that  have  leaked  from  vehicles, 
pesticides/fertilizer  field applications, and minerals used  to de‐ice  roads. This contaminated  runoff 
degrades water quality and aquatic habitat.     
 
It is important to understand the hydrologic cycle to better understand the movement of stormwater 
runoff and potential control techniques. In the hydrologic cycle, rain or snow from clouds falls to the 
ground, and as water or snow melt, the precipitation travels in either one of three routes: 
(a) infiltration into the ground (also known as percolation); 
(b) being  taken  up  by  the  trees  and  vegetation,  and  returned  to  the  atmosphere  through 

transpiration; 
(c) or running over the ground surface. 
Water that takes route (a) will seep into the ground and travel until it reaches a groundwater table or 
surface waters such as a lake, stream, or the ocean. This process is called groundwater recharge, and 
helps maintain water flow in streams and wetlands. Sites with natural ground cover, such as forest, 
meadow, or shrubs, typically have greater recharge rates,  less runoff, and higher transpiration than 
sites with pavements and buildings. 
 
The water  that  runs off  the  ground's  surface  is  runoff. Through evaporation  from  surface waters, 
water  is returned  to  the atmosphere, new clouds  form, and  the hydrologic cycle begins again. The 
volume and speed of runoff depends on the size of the storm and the land features at the site. The 
size  of  the  contributing  drainage  area,  the  slope  of  the  land,  the  types  of  soils,  and  the  surface 
conditions affect water movement. The contributing drainage area established  the boundary  limits 
for the movement of runoff ‐ from the highest elevations to the lowest point.   
 
In  a  natural,  undeveloped  setting,  the  ground's  surface  often  is  pervious,  meaning  water  can 
percolate down into the soil. In developed areas, this percolation is impeded by ground surfaces like 
asphalt and concrete.   
 
Stormwater runoff that  flows  into and  is discharged  through a pipe, ditch or channel  is considered 
point source discharge. Contaminated stormwater runoff that flows over land and is not directed into 
a defined channel is considered nonpoint source pollution. Both point and nonpoint source pollution 
significantly degrade water quality and aquatic habitat. 
 
Development  ‐ the construction of homes and other buildings, streets, parking  lots, etc.  ‐ can alter 
the hydrology of the landscape and adversely affect water quality. This is because water that should 
be  seeping  in  the  ground  is  flowing  off.    For  example,  a  business  district  is  typically  95‐100% 
impervious  to  the  seepage of precipitation, and medium  residential areas average around 34‐45% 
impervious coverage. Open areas often only have 0‐10%  impervious cover. Stormwater  runoff can 
cause erosion and flooding. Development can change water flow and the percolation of water  into 
the  soil, which  affects how much water  can  infiltrate  into  the  ground  to maintain water  levels  in 
                                                       
14 Excerpted from the guidebooks Stormwater Management:  Volume One and Two published by the M.A. Department of 
Environmental Protection, March  1997. 
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streams, wetlands, and groundwater aquifers.   Disturbing the hydrologic cycle by covering much of 
an  area with  development  can  impact  the  hydraulic  and  biological  systems within  a watershed.  
Studies have shown that when 10 to 20 percent of a watershed has  impervious surfaces, hydraulic 
and biological changes will occur within the watershed. Further, efforts to restore stream flow and 
water quality to pre‐development conditions appear to be less successful when levels of impervious 
cover exceed 30 percent.   
  
Some of the possible impacts of development on hydrology include: 

• increased volume of runoff following a storm; 
• increased frequency and severity of offsite downstream flooding; 
• loss of wetlands and aquatic habitats due to lower water table levels during dry weather; and 
• greater runoff velocity during storms. 

 
All land uses can affect water quality; in undeveloped areas natural processes can lessen the impacts 
of  contaminants  or  even  remove  contaminants  from  runoff  through  infiltration  and  evaporation. 
Impervious  areas  reduce  the  opportunity  for  natural  processes  to  treat  stormwater.    Therefore, 
stormwater  runoff must  be  adequately  controlled  and  treated  to  reduce  pollutants  before  it  is 
discharged to surface water, groundwater or wetlands. 
 
Ways to reduce stormwater pollution include: 
• Minimize impervious surfaces such as roads through compact or cluster development; 
• As much  as  possible, manage  stormwater  on  site  through  infiltration  (easier  if  development 

includes open space land); 
• Require stormwater management plans as part of development site plans. 
 

Stormwater Management Standards 
In  1996,  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  (the  “Department”  or 
“MassDEP”)  issued  the  Stormwater  Policy  that  established  Stormwater  Management  Standards 
aimed at encouraging recharge and preventing stormwater discharges from causing or contributing 
to the pollution of the surface waters and groundwaters of the Commonwealth.  In 1997, MassDEP 
published  the  Massachusetts  Stormwater  Handbook  as  guidance  on  the  Stormwater  Policy.  
MassDEP  has  revised  the  Stormwater  Management  Standards  and  Massachusetts  Stormwater 
Handbook to promote increased stormwater recharge, the treatment of more runoff from polluting 
land  uses,  low  impact  development  (LID)  techniques,  pollution  prevention,  the  removal  of  illicit 
discharges  to  stormwater  management  systems,  and  improved  operation  and  maintenance  of 
stormwater  best management  practices  (BMPs).   MassDEP  applies  the  Stormwater Management 
Standards pursuant to  its authority under the Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. c. 131, § 40, and the 
Massachusetts  Clean Waters  Act, M.G.L  .c.  21,  §§  26‐53.    The  revised  Stormwater Management 
Standards have been incorporated in the Wetlands Protection Act Regulations, 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k) 
and the Water Quality Certification Regulations, 314 CMR 9.06(6)(a). 
 
Stormwater  runoff  results  from  rainfall  and  snow melt  and  represents  the  single  largest  source 
responsible  for water quality  impairments  in the Commonwealth’s rivers,  lakes, ponds, and marine 
waters.    New  and  existing  development  typically  adds  impervious  surfaces  and,  if  not  properly 
managed, may alter natural drainage  features,  increase peak discharge  rates and volumes,  reduce 
recharge to wetlands and streams, and  increase the discharge of pollutants to wetlands and water 
bodies.   
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The  Stormwater  Management  Standards  address  water  quality  (pollutants)  and  water  quantity 
(flooding, low base flow and recharge) by establishing standards that require the implementation of 
a wide  variety  of  stormwater management  strategies.    These  strategies  include  environmentally 
sensitive site design and LID techniques to minimize impervious surface and land disturbance, source 
control  and pollution prevention,  structural BMPs,  construction period erosion  and  sedimentation 
control, and the long‐term operation and maintenance of stormwater management systems. 

The Stormwater Management Standards: 

 
1. No new stormwater conveyances (e.g. outfalls) may discharge untreated stormwater directly 

to or cause erosion in wetlands or waters of the Commonwealth.   
 

2. Stormwater  management  systems  shall  be  designed  so  that  post‐development  peak 
discharge rates do not exceed pre‐development peak discharge rates. This Standard may be 
waived for discharges to land subject to coastal storm flowage as defined in 310 CMR 10.04. 

 
3. Loss of annual recharge to groundwater shall be eliminated or minimized through the use of 

infiltration  measures  including  environmentally  sensitive  site  design,  low  impact 
development techniques, stormwater best management practices, and good operation and 
maintenance.  At  a minimum,  the  annual  recharge  from  the  post‐development  site  shall 
approximate the annual recharge from pre‐development conditions based on soil type.  This 
Standard  is met  when  the  stormwater management  system  is  designed  to  infiltrate  the 
required recharge volume as determined in accordance with the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Handbook.   

 
4. Stormwater management systems shall be designed  to  remove 80% of  the average annual 

post‐construction load of Total Suspended Solids (TSS).  This Standard is met when: 

a.  Suitable practices for source control and pollution prevention are identified in a long‐term 
pollution prevention plan, and thereafter are implemented and maintained; 

b.  Structural stormwater best management practices are sized to capture the required water 
quality  volume  determined  in  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts  Stormwater 
Handbook; and 

c.  Pretreatment is provided in accordance with the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. 
 

5. For  land uses with higher potential pollutant  loads, source control and pollution prevention 
shall  be  implemented  in  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts  Stormwater  Handbook  to 
eliminate or reduce the discharge of stormwater runoff from such land uses to the maximum 
extent practicable.   If through source control and/or pollution prevention all  land uses with 
higher  potential  pollutant  loads  cannot  be  completely  protected  from  exposure  to  rain, 
snow,  snow melt,  and  stormwater  runoff,  the  proponent  shall  use  the  specific  structural 
stormwater BMPs determined by the Department to be suitable for such uses as provided in 
the  Massachusetts  Stormwater  Handbook.    Stormwater  discharges  from  land  uses  with 
higher  potential  pollutant  loads  shall  also  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Massachusetts Clean Waters Act, M.G.L.  c. 21,  §§  26‐53  and  the  regulations promulgated 
thereunder at 314 CMR 3.00, 314 CMR 4.00 and 314 CMR 5.00.  
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6. Stormwater discharges within  the Zone  II or  Interim Wellhead Protection Area of a public 
water supply, and stormwater discharges near or to any other critical area, require the use of 
the  specific  source  control  and  pollution  prevention measures  and  the  specific  structural 
stormwater best management practices determined by  the Department  to be  suitable  for 
managing discharges to such areas, as provided in the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. 
A  discharge  is  near  a  critical  area  if  there  is  a  strong  likelihood  of  a  significant  impact 
occurring  to  said  area,  taking  into  account  site‐specific  factors.    Stormwater discharges  to 
Outstanding Resource Waters and Special Resource Waters shall be  removed and set back 
from  the  receiving water or wetland and  receive  the highest and best practical method of 
treatment.    A  “storm  water  discharge”  as  defined  in  314  CMR  3.04(2)(a)1  or  (b)  to  an 
Outstanding Resource Water or Special Resource Water shall comply with 314 CMR 3.00 and 
314 CMR 4.00.  Stormwater discharges to a Zone I or Zone A are prohibited unless essential 
to the operation of a public water supply.   
 

7. A  redevelopment  project  is  required  to  meet  the  following  Stormwater  Management 
Standards  only  to  the  maximum  extent  practicable:  Standard  2,  Standard  3,  and  the 
pretreatment and structural best management practice requirements of Standards 4, 5, and 
6. Existing stormwater discharges shall comply with Standard 1 only to the maximum extent 
practicable.   A  redevelopment project shall also comply with all other  requirements of  the 
Stormwater Management Standards and improve existing conditions. 
 

8. A plan  to  control  construction‐related  impacts  including erosion,  sedimentation  and other 
pollutant  sources  during  construction  and  land  disturbance  activities  (construction  period 
erosion, sedimentation, and pollution prevention plan) shall be developed and implemented. 

 
9. A long‐term operation and maintenance plan shall be developed and implemented to ensure 

that stormwater management systems function as designed. 
 

10. All illicit discharges to the stormwater management system are prohibited. 
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2008 Changes to the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards 

CHANGES TO THE MASSACHUSETTS STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT STANDARDS 

 
MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

(As published in the January 15, AMWS Newsletter) 

 
“How else dispose of an immortal force 

No longer needed? Staunch it at its source 
With cinder loads dumped down? The brook was thrown 

Deep in a sewer dungeon under stone 
In fetid darkness still to live and run – 
And all for nothing it had ever done” 

 
From “A Brook in the City” 

By Robert Frost 
 
Stormwater runoff results from rainfall and snow melt. It represents the single largest source 
responsible for water quality  impairments  in the Commonwealth’s rivers,  lakes, ponds, and 
marine waters. New projects and redeveloped areas typically add impervious surfaces that, 
when not properly managed, alter natural drainage features,  increase peak discharge rates 
and  volumes,  reduce  recharge  to  wetlands  and  streams,  and  increase  the  discharge  of 
pollutants to wetlands and water bodies.  
 
In  1996  the Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection  (MassDEP)  issued  a 
Stormwater Policy  that established Stormwater Management Standards  (Standards) aimed 
at encouraging recharge and preventing stormwater discharges from causing or contributing 
to  the pollution of  the  surface waters and ground waters of  the Commonwealth. By  state 
action,  these  Standards  are  applied  in  areas  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  under  the 
Massachusetts  Wetlands  Protection  Act.  In  addition,  through  local  bylaws,  some 
municipalities are applying these Standards to upland areas.  
 
Applied to areas under the  jurisdiction of  local Conservation Commissions, the Stormwater 
Policy and the Stormwater Handbook, which was first published in 1997, provided guidance 
for  how  to  address  potential  water  quality  (e.g.,  pollutants)  and  water  quantity  (e.g., 
flooding,  low base flow, and recharge) problems by establishing standards that require the 
implementation of a wide variety of stormwater management strategies. 
 
What is MassDEP Trying To Accomplish? 

Since the mid‐1990s, we have learned much more about stormwater in Massachusetts. The 
Massachusetts Water Resources Commission identified many Massachusetts water basins as 
“stressed”  due  to  increased withdrawals  of water. MassDEP  publishes  lists  of  “impaired 
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waters”  identifying those surface waters that are  failing to meet minimum state standards 
for  water  quality.  Nationally,  the  movement  towards  stormwater  Best  Management 
Practices  (BMPs)  that mimic natural hydrology  (e.g., Low  Impact Design) have  successfully 
increased local recharge and significantly reduced pollutants flowing into nearby waters and 
streams. 
 
Coupled with federal NPDES program permitting requirements instituted in the early 2000s, 
the new and emerging knowledge about the role of stormwater management in addressing 
water quality and quantity and the explosive growth of LID techniques spurred MassDEP to 
review  and  update  the  Standards.  The  updated  Standards,  incorporated  into  the  state’s 
Wetlands Regulations in the January 2, 2008 revision, accomplish five main goals: 
 

Increase recharge of stormwater: this adds needed water to local underground drinking 
water  supplies  and  adds  base  flow  to  local  streams  and  rivers.  These  local,  project‐
specific actions also allow time for other water quantity‐related programs and actions to 
take effect to ensure that we have sufficient water supplies for the future.  

 
Promote LID: these site design techniques and Stormwater BMPs minimize the creation 
of  impervious  surfaces,  disconnect  drainage  pathways,  and  increase  the  time  of 
concentration,  leading to more recharge and decreased pollution. Whether reflected  in 
new  LID  Site  Design  Credits,  explicitly  listed  as  BMPs,  or  now  requiring  that  LID 
techniques be “considered”  for every development, MassDEP  is actively encouraging a 
wide range of LID techniques across the Commonwealth. 

 
Ensure  that  redevelopments  always  improve  existing  conditions:  MassDEP’s 
Stormwater  Advisory  Committee  said  that  the  1996  Stormwater  Standard  addressing 
redevelopment properties needed  to be  strengthened;  in  response, MassDEP  rewrote 
this  Standard  to  unequivocally  require  that  all  redevelopments  both  address  the 
stormwater  Standards  AND  always  improve  existing  conditions,  and  gives  both 
Conservation  Commissions  and  project  proponents  guidance  on  how  to  ensure  that 
these improvements are made. 

 
Provide  better  environmental  protection:  as  we  learned  more  about  how  much 
stormwater  affected  local  water  quality,  we  also  learned  that  adding  water  quality 
treatment before stormwater seeps underground or flows into local streams is much less 
expensive than trying to “de‐pollute” aquifers and surface water bodies afterwards. The 
new  Standards  now  require  the  identification  and  removal  of  Illicit  Discharges  to 
stormwater systems as well as increased treatment of stormwater, particularly in Critical 
Areas  and  from  Land  Uses  with  Higher  Potential  Pollution  Loads.  They  improve  the 
effectiveness of stormwater BMPs by clearly identifying who is responsible for Operation 
and Maintenance (O&M) and requiring that O&M activities be tracked and the resulting 
logs be made available for inspection.  
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Reflect  science  since  the  mid  1990s:  the  revised  2008  Massachusetts  Stormwater 
Handbook will include revised Total Suspended Solids (TSS) removal rates and new BMPs 
that reflect scientific studies of stormwater from the past decade. 

 
This article will describe how the revised Standards affect the existing Wetlands Regulations, 
discuss major changes  to  the Standards, depict how MassDEP  resolved a potential conflict 
between LID and above ground stormwater structures and Wetlands Jurisdiction, and detail 
how you can find out more about the changes to the Standards. 
 
How Did the Stormwater Management Standards Affect the Wetlands Regulations? 

The  Stormwater  Standards,  originally  adopted  as  Policy,  are  now  adopted  as  part  of  the 
state’s Wetlands Regulations and Water Quality Certification Regulations15 and  take affect 
January  2,  2008.  Incorporation  of  the  Standards  into  the Wetlands  Regulations  does  not 
amend other parts of  the Wetlands Regulations. The portions of  the Wetland Regulations 
that were not modified by the Standards still apply as they did before.  
 
Two  new  provisions  of  the Wetlands  Regulations make  it  easier  to maintain  stormwater 
management  systems.  First,  any  legally  constructed  stormwater  system  built  after 
November 18, 199616 does not require a Notice of Intent to conduct maintenance. Second, 
stormwater systems built after  January 2, 2008 do not create additional wetland  resource 
area or Buffer Zone and shall be reviewed as stormwater structures, not as wetlands areas.17 
 
Lastly, the Standards themselves, which have been part of the State’s Wetland rules as Policy 
since 1996, have been changed, some in major ways and others in minor ways. 
 
How Have the Standards Changed? 

The chart below lists all ten Stormwater Standards and notes where significant changes have 
occurred. The chart is followed by a discussion of each Standard, a discussion of the changes 
to jurisdiction and an overview of the LID Site Design Credits. 
 
 

                                                       
15 For Wetlands, 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k) and for Water Quality Certification, 314 CMR 9.06(6)(a). 
16 310 CMR 10.02(3) now provides that a Notice of Intent is not required to maintain any stormwater management system 

constructed  in accordance with the Stormwater Management Standards after November 18,1996, the effective date of 
the Stormwater Policy. This exemption from filing a Notice of Intent extends to above ground systems such as vegetated 
swales, bioretention areas and rain gardens that are  located outside of an Area Subject to Protection under the Act or 
Buffer Zone and  that are not  the  subject of an Order of Conditions and  to  stormwater management  systems  such as 
underground  infiltration  structures or  leaching  catch basins  that are  located within wetlands  jurisdiction but  lack any 
wetlands characteristics. 

17 310 CMR 10.02 and 10.04 now provide that: (a) the operation of a stormwater management system constructed after the 
effective date of the proposed regulatory revision does not create additional wetland resource area or Buffer Zone; and 
(b) review of proposed modifications to a stormwater management system constructed after the effective date of the 
proposed regulatory revision shall be limited to maintenance of the stormwater functions of the system, compliance with 
the Stormwater Management Standards, and  compliance with only  those wetland performance  standards  that would 
apply in the absence of the stormwater management system. 
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Stormwater Standard  Nature of the Changes 
Standard 1: No Untreated 
Discharges/Erosion 

No Substantive Changes 

Standard 2: Peak Rate  No Substantive Changes 
Standard 3: Recharge  Substantive Changes 
Standard 4: Water Quality  Substantive and Minor Changes 
Standard 5: Land Uses with Higher Potential 
Pollution Loads  

Substantive Changes 

Standard 6: Critical Areas  Minor Changes 
Standard 7: Redevelopment  Substantive Clarification and Minor Changes 
Standard 8: Construction Period  Minor Changes 
Standard 9: Operation & Maintenance  Minor Changes 
Standard 10: Illicit Discharges  New Standard 
Jurisdiction   Minor Changes 
LID Site Design Credit  New Credit 
 
“Standard  1:  No  new  stormwater  conveyances  (e.g.,  outfalls)  may  discharge  untreated 
stormwater directly to or cause erosion in wetlands or waters of the Commonwealth.” 
 
“Standard 2: Stormwater management systems shall be designed so that post‐development 
peak discharge  rates do not exceed pre‐development peak discharge  rates. This  Standard 
may be waived  for discharges  to  land  subject  to  coastal  storm  flowage  as defined  in 310 
CMR 10.04.” 
 
MassDEP wants practitioners to note that Standard 2  is designed to prevent storm damage 
and downstream and offsite flooding from the 2‐year and the 10‐year 24‐hour storm events, 
and that the 100‐year 24‐hour storm event must be evaluated to demonstrate that there will 
not be increased flooding offsite, with all downstream impacts carefully considered.  
 
“Standard  3:  Loss  of  annual  recharge  to  ground water  shall  be  eliminated  or minimized 
through the use of infiltration measures including environmentally sensitive site design, low 
impact  development  techniques,  stormwater  best  management  practices,  and  good 
operation and maintenance. At a minimum, the annual recharge from the post‐development 
site shall approximate the annual recharge from pre‐development conditions based on soil 
type.  This  Standard  is  met  when  the  stormwater  management  system  is  designed  to 
infiltrate the required recharge volume as determined in accordance with the Massachusetts 
Stormwater Handbook.” 

 
The major changes for Standard 3 regarding recharge are: 
• Increases in the volume of stormwater that must be recharged; 
• Added a standardized dynamic method to size infiltration BMPs;  
• Added treatment requirement for soils with high infiltration rates or near Critical Areas. 
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Stormwater  volume  for  recharge  is  calculated by multiplying  the  impervious  area  times  a 
Volume Requirement. MassDEP has  increased the Volume Requirements for hydrologic soil 
types significantly. The infiltration systems built to meet this requirement must be installed 
in  soils  capable  of  absorbing  the  recharge  volume  (i.e.,  not  D  soils).  The  table  below 
illustrates the old and new Volume Requirements: 
 
NRCS Hydrologic Group  1996 Volume 

Requirement 
2008 Volume 
Requirement 

Soil Type A: gravels,  sand,  loamy 
sand or sandy loam 

0.4 inches  0.6  inches 

Soil Type B: silty loam  0.25 inches  0.35 inches 
Soil Type C: sandy clay loam  0.1 inches  0.25 inches 
Soil Type D:  clay,  silty  clay  loam, 
sandy clay, silty clay 

Not required  0.10 inches 

 
To  size  infiltration  BMPs,  proponents may  use  either  the  static method  or  the  dynamic 
infiltration method.  The  static method  assumes  that  the  entire  volume  is  discharged  to 
storage  instantaneously,  is  easy  to  calculate,  and  generally  results  in  a  larger  recharge 
volume than the dynamic method. The dynamic method, which will be described in Volume 
2 of the 2008 Stormwater Handbook, assumes that that the recharge BMP is infiltrating as it 
fills  and  requires  certain  technical  calculations  that  take  this  recharge  into  account when 
sizing  the  infiltration  BMP.  While  it  is  a  more  complex  analysis,  the  dynamic  method 
generally results in slightly smaller recharge volume than the static method. 
 
For discharges to areas with high  infiltration rates  (i.e., more than 2.4  inches per hour), at 
least 44% of  the TSS must be  removed prior  to discharge  to  the  infiltration structure  (i.e., 
two 25% TSS  removal  treatment BMPs  in series). Since higher  infiltration  rates  reduce  the 
soil’s  capability  to provide  stormwater  treatment, MassDEP  required additional  treatment 
for these “faster” soils. 
 
“Standard  4:  Stormwater management  systems  shall  be  designed  to  remove  80%  of  the 
average annual post‐construction load of Total Suspended Solids (TSS). This standard is met 
when: 

 
a) Suitable practices  for  source  control and pollution prevention are  identified  in a  long‐

term pollution prevention plan, and thereafter are implemented and maintained; 
b) Structural  stormwater  best management  practices  are  sized  to  capture  the  required 

water quality volume as determined  in accordance with the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Handbook; and  

c) Pretreatment is provided in accordance with the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook.” 
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The major changes to Standard 4 regarding water quality are: 

• Emphasizing source controls; 

• Long‐term Pollution Prevention Plan to be required; 

• New BMPs in TSS table; 

• Some TSS removal efficiencies to be revised; and  

• Charts to be added describing removal efficiency potential beyond TSS. 
 
Standard 4  requires  the development and  implementation of  suitable practices  for  source 
control and pollution prevention. These measures must be identified in a long‐term pollution 
prevention  plan.  The  long‐term  pollution  prevention  plan  shall  include  the  proper 
procedures  for  the  following:  good  housekeeping;  storing materials  and  waste  products 
inside  or  under  cover;  routine  inspections  and  maintenance  of  stormwater  BMPs;  spill 
prevention  and  response;  turf  management;  pet  waste  management;  integrated  pest 
management; and proper management of deicing chemicals and snow.18 
 
To  reflect what we’ve  learned  in  the  last  decade  about  the  effectiveness  of  stormwater 
BMPs, MassDEP  is providing  revised and new  information  in various TSS charts  to make  it 
easier  for  Conservation  Commissions  to  identify  how  well  BMPs  reduce  TSS  and  other 
pollutants.  
 
“Standard  5:  For  land  uses  with  higher  potential  pollutant  loads,  source  control  and 
pollution  prevention  shall  be  implemented  in  accordance  with  the  Massachusetts 
Stormwater Handbook to eliminate or reduce the discharge of stormwater runoff from such 
land  uses  to  the maximum  extent  practicable.  If  through  source  control  and/or  pollution 
prevention,  all  land  uses  with  higher  potential  pollutant  loads  cannot  be  completely 
protected  from exposure  to  rain,  snow,  snow melt and  stormwater  runoff,  the proponent 
shall  use  the  specific  structural  stormwater  BMPs  determined  by  the  Department  to  be 
suitable for such uses as provided in the Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook. Stormwater 
discharges  from  land uses with higher potential pollutant  loads shall also comply with  the 
requirements  of  the  Massachusetts  Clean  Waters  Act,  M.G.L.  c.  21,  §§  26‐53  and  the 
regulations promulgated thereunder at 314 CMR 3.00, 314 CMR 4.00 and 314 CMR 5.00.”  
 
The major changes to Standard 5 regarding Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollution Loads 
(“LUHPPLs”) are: 

• Require  treatment  train  (i.e.,  at  a minimum,  a  pretreatment  and  terminal  treatment 
BMP); 

• 44% TSS removal to be required for pretreatment prior to infiltration; 
• Roof top runoff from metal roof of industrial buildings will no longer be a LUHPPL; and 
• Hazardous Waste sites to be added as LUHPPL. 
 

                                                       
18 Snow & Deicing Policies ‐‐ http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/policies.htm#snowsalt. 
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Like all stormwater discharges, stormwater discharges from  land uses with higher potential 
pollutant loads require the use of a treatment train that provides 80% TSS removal prior to 
discharge.  For  LUHPPLs,  however,  this  treatment  train  shall  provide  for  at  least  44%  TSS 
removal prior to discharge to the infiltration BMP and shall also be designed to treat one (1) 
inch of runoff times the total impervious area at the post development site.  
 
MassDEP has more  specific  requirements  for how  this will be met,  requiring  a  treatment 
train with at least one pretreatment BMP, one terminal treatment BMP, and one infiltration 
BMP from a Chart in Volume 1 of the 2008 Stormwater Handbook.  
 
“Standard 6: Stormwater discharges within the Zone II or Interim Wellhead Protection Area 
of a public water supply and stormwater discharges near or to any other critical area require 
the use of  the  specific  source  control and pollution prevention measures and  the  specific 
structural  stormwater  best management  practices  determined  by  the  Department  to  be 
suitable for managing discharges to such areas as provided in the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Handbook. A discharge  is near a critical area  if  there  is a  strong  likelihood of a  significant 
impact  occurring  to  said  area,  taking  into  account  site  specific  factors.  Stormwater 
discharges to Outstanding Resource Waters and Special Resource Waters shall be removed 
and set back from the receiving water or wetland and receive the highest and best practical 
method of treatment. A “storm water discharge” as defined in 314 CMR 3.04(2)(a)1 or (b) to 
an Outstanding Resource Water or Special Resource Water shall comply with 314 CMR 3.00 
and  314 CMR  4.00.19  Stormwater  discharges  to  a  Zone  I  or  Zone A  are  prohibited  unless 
essential to the operation of the public water supply.” 
 
The major changes to Standard 6 regarding Critical Areas are: 

• 44% TSS removal is required for pretreatment prior to infiltration; and 
• All  projects  that  have  the  potential  to  impact  critical  areas must  implement  a  source 

control and pollution prevention program that includes proper management of snow and 
deicing chemicals. 

 
As a practical matter, the 44% TSS removal requirement means that before any discharge to 
or near a Critical Area enters an infiltration device, the discharge will typically flow through 
two 25% TSS removal BMPs before the discharge may enter the infiltration BMP. 
 
MassDEP will include new charts in the 2008 Massachusetts Stormwater Handbook that will 
assist in tailoring BMPs to target multiple constituents. 
 
“Standard  7:  A  redevelopment  project  is  required  to  meet  the  following  Stormwater 
Management  Standards only  to  the maximum extent practicable:  Standard 2,  Standard 3, 
and the pretreatment and structural stormwater best management practice requirements of 
Standards 4, 5, and 6. Existing stormwater discharges shall comply with Standard 1 only to 

                                                       
19 If an NPDES Construction General Permit or Multi‐Sector General Permit is required for a discharge to an ORW, DEP must 
approve the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”). 
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the maximum extent practicable. A redevelopment project shall also comply with all other 
requirements of the Stormwater Management Standards and improve existing conditions.”  

 
The major changes to Standard 7 regarding water quality are: 

• Projects must meet the Standards to maximum extent practicable AND improve existing 
conditions; 

• Provide  flexibility  to  tailor  improvements  to  site  conditions  (e.g.,  if  existing  flood 
problem; the proponent can’t simply say: “no change  in runoff so no peak attenuation 
required”). 

• Provide guidance on retrofits; and 
• Provide  guidance  to  assist  in  determining  if  a  project  complies  with  Standards  AND 

improves existing conditions. 
 
Despite  what  MassDEP  believes  is  clear  language  in  the  1996  Standards  requiring 
improvements  to  existing  conditions  for  redevelopments,  the  Stormwater  Advisory 
Committee  told MassDEP  that a number of  redevelopment projects were being proposed 
where  improvements  to  existing  conditions  were  not  included.  Since  Massachusetts  is 
already widely developed,  these  improvements  are  a  critical part of  reversing  the  loss of 
recharge, improving water quality, and preventing floods.  
 
The  local  knowledge  of  Conservation  Commissions  and  other  local  departments  is  a  key 
component  of  this  requirement.  In  addition  to  explicitly  restating  that  improvements  to 
redevelopments are always required, the 2008 Stormwater Handbook contains guidance to 
help both proponents and local agencies determine what improvements are needed and to 
appropriately scale the improvements. For example, smaller projects should require smaller 
improvements, and areas with specific known problems  (e.g.,  flooding of  impaired waters) 
should have the improvements tailored to those problems. 
 
In addition, MassDEP has guidance on the differences between a new developments and a 
re‐development project. 
 
“For  purposes  of  the  Stormwater  Management  Standards  redevelopment  projects  are 
defined to include the following: 
 
1. Maintenance  and  improvement  of  existing  roadways  including  widening  less  than  a 

single  lane,  adding  shoulders,  correcting  substandard  intersections,  improving  existing 
drainage systems and repaving; 

 
2. Development,  rehabilitation,  expansion  and  phased  projects  on  previously  developed 

sites, provided the redevelopment results in no net increase in impervious area; and 
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3. Remedial  projects  specifically  designed  to  provide  improved  stormwater management 
such as projects  to  separate  storm drains and  sanitary  sewers and  stormwater  retrofit 
projects.”  

 
The portion of a property  that  is  currently undeveloped  is not a  redevelopment and  thus 
does not fall under Standard 7. Any development on previously undeveloped portions of a 
property must comply fully with all of the other Stormwater Management Standards.  
 
“Standard 8: A plan to control construction related impacts, including erosion, 
sedimentation, and other pollutant sources during construction and land disturbance activities 
(construction period erosion, sedimentation, and pollution prevention plan) shall be developed 
and implemented.”  
 
Changes to the guidance for this Standard include: 

• Require  an erosion  control plan or  Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan  (SWPPP)  for 
construction phase; 

• For  land  disturbances  of  one  (1)  acre  or more,  if  a  SWPPP  is  required  by  EPA NPDES 
Construction General Permit, a copy must be submitted to Commission; and 

• One document may be used to satisfy both requirements. 
 
Projects  that disturb one acre of  land or more are  required  to obtain  coverage under  the 
NPDES  Construction  General  Permit  issued  by  EPA  and  prepare  a  SWPPP.20    To  avoid 
duplication of effort, a project proponent can prepare a single document that satisfies the 
SWPPP  requirements  of  the  Construction  General  Permit  and  the  construction  period 
erosion, sedimentation and pollution prevention plan requirements of Standard 8.  
 
The BMPs used during construction must be different  from  the BMPs  that will be used  to 
handle  stormwater  after  construction  is  completed  and  the  site  is  stabilized.  Many 
stormwater  technologies  (infiltration  technologies)  are  not  designed  to  handle  the  high 
concentrations  of  sediments  typically  found  in  construction  runoff,  and  thus  must  be 
protected from construction related sediment loadings. 
 
“Standard 9: A  long term Operation and Maintenance  (O&M) Plan shall be developed and 
implemented to ensure that stormwater management systems function as designed.” 
 
Changes to the guidance for this Standard include: 

• Tighter O&M  requirements  to  ensure  treatment  (including  source  controls),  recharge, 
and peak rate attenuation provided over long term; 

• Require rolling log be maintained of O&M activities for 3‐year periods; 
• Log to be made available to Conservation Commissions and MassDEP upon request; 
• Routine continuing conditions: 

o BMPs must be maintained; and  
                                                       
20 EPA NPDES ‐‐ http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm. 
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o Cannot  alter  or  replace  a  BMP without  Conservation  Commission  review.  Such  a 
review is limited to insuring that the stormwater standards are met; and 

• The  case  where  a  municipality  is  to  take  over  maintenance  of  the  stormwater 
management  system.    Guidance will  specify  that  the  town  agency must  be  given  an 
opportunity to “sign‐off” on O&M plan. 

 
The guidance  for  this Standard  intends  to make  the O&M process both more  transparent 
and more  certain.  For example, Conservation Commissions are directed  to  “presume  that 
the  owner  of  the  BMP  is  the  landowner  of  the  property  unless  other  legally  binding 
agreements are established with another entity.” If a proponent plans for the municipality to 
take over maintenance, the guidance requires that the proponent “notify the Conservation 
Commission  and  make  available  to  the  municipal  official  responsible  for  stormwater 
management” details about the BMPs. Both of these examples help ensure that every BMP 
on a completed project has someone assigned to operate and maintain that BMP.  
 
MassDEP  also  suggests  that  the  Conservation  Commission  inspect  the  site  to  determine 
whether the Stormwater BMPs are operating as designed.  
 
“Standard 10: All illicit discharges to the stormwater management system are prohibited.” 
 
Stormwater  collection  systems  typically  do  not  treat  stormwater,  so  any  non‐stormwater 
discharges that go  into the stormwater collection system can carry their pollutants directly 
to groundwater or surface waters. EPA recognized this as a major problem when it required 
municipalities that operate smaller stormwater systems (through the NPDES MS4 permit) to 
establish a program  to detect and eliminate  illicit discharges. This new  Standard will help 
municipalities meet that responsibility. 
 
For  roadways  covered  by  this  permit,  the  proponent may  demonstrate  compliance with 
Standard  10  by  documenting  the  actions  taken  to  identify  and  eliminate  illicit  discharges 
under the NPDES Permit. To prevent duplication of effort, the proponent may submit copies 
of  reports  prepared  to  satisfy  the  illicit  discharge  detection  and  elimination  program 
requirements of the NPDES General Permit as its Illicit Discharge Compliance Statement. 
 
The guidance for this Standard requires proponents of projects to demonstrate compliance 
with this requirement by submitting to the  issuing authority an Illicit Discharge Compliance 
Statement verifying that no illicit discharges exist on the site. If not filed as part of the NOI, 
the  Final  Order  of  Conditions  “shall  require”  the  submission  of  an  Illicit  Discharge 
Compliance Statement prior to the start of construction.  
 
What About Changes to Jurisdiction? 

Various Stormwater Advisory Committee members and participants noted  that  the  state’s 
wetlands  rules  could  act  as  a  disincentive  for  the  use  of  LID  and  other  above  ground 
stormwater  BMPs.  Since  those  types  of  BMPs  mimic  natural  hydrology,  they  had  the 
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potential  of  attracting wetlands  plants  and  species  over  time.  If  that  area  could  then  be 
construed as deserving protection under the Wetlands Protection Act, that could persuade 
some project proponents to decline to build LID or above ground stormwater BMPs to avoid 
that inadvertent regulation.  
 
To encourage increased use of low impact development techniques relying on above ground 
stormwater BMPs that mimic natural hydrologic conditions, the Wetlands Regulations, 310 
CMR  10.02(2)(d),  have  been  modified  to  provide  that  the  installation  of  stormwater 
management systems designed and constructed on or after  January 2, 2008  in accordance 
with  the  Stormwater  Management  Standards  do  not  create  any  additional  Wetland 
Resource Area or Buffer Zone.  
 
The  Wetland  Regulations,  310  CMR  10.02(4),  further  provide  that  review  of  future 
modifications  to any  such  systems  located within a wetland  resource area or Buffer Zone 
shall be limited to the stormwater functions of the system, compliance with the Stormwater 
Management Standards and those performance standards that would apply  in the absence 
of the stormwater management system. 
 
For  example,  a  stormwater management  system  that  includes  a water  quality  swale,  an 
infiltration basin, and a  rip‐rap outlet  is designed and  constructed  in accordance with  the 
Stormwater Management Standards on or after January 2, 2008 in a portion of the site that 
is outside of any wetland  resource area and outside of  the Buffer Zone  (See  figure 1). No 
additional  wetland  resource  area  or  Buffer  Zone  is  created  solely  as  a  result  of  the 
installation of the stormwater management system. Ten years  later, the project proponent 
proposes to fill in the infiltration basin and replace it with a subsurface structure also located 
outside  of  a wetland  resource  area  or  Buffer  Zone.  The  project  proponent  can  fill  in  the 
infiltration basin and replace it with a subsurface structure without filing a Notice of Intent, 
Notice  of Resource Area Delineation,  or Request  for Determination  of Applicability,  since 
both the infiltration basin and the subsurface structure are located in upland.   
 
MassDEP  has  other  examples  that  it will  use  to  illustrate  this  jurisdiction  issue.  Figure  2 
shows the same sample stormwater system in the Buffer Zone. As with the earlier example, 
no  additional  wetland  resource  area  or  Buffer  Zone  is  created  solely  as  a  result  of  the 
installation of the stormwater management system.  
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What Are the LID Site Design Credits? 

MassDEP has established an “LID Site Design Credit” to encourage developers to incorporate 
LID  techniques  in  their  developments.  In  exchange  for  directing  runoff  from  roads  and 
driveways to vegetated open areas, preserving open space with a conservation restriction, 
or directing rooftop runoff to landscaped or undisturbed areas, MassDEP allows developers 
to reduce or eliminate the traditional BMPs used to treat and infiltrate stormwater. 
 
Incorporating environmentally sensitive design that uses the  land to filter and recharge the 
water back into the ground and that reduces the amount of paved areas is a critical first step 
in  creating  sustainable development.  Inspired by EOEEA’s Smart Growth Toolkit, MassDEP 
believes  that  the LID Site Design Credit protects our natural  resources, encourages cluster 
development,  and  reduces  the  environmental  impacts  of  growth.21  By  using  this  credit, 
proponents  can  reduce  the  volume  of  stormwater  subject  to  Standard  3,  the  Recharge 
Standard, and Standard 4, the Water Quality Standard.  
 
310 CMR 10.04 defines both environmentally  sensitive  site design  and define  low  impact 
development techniques. The 2008 Stormwater Handbook also contains descriptions of how 
these credits are calculated, and how developers can reduce the size, extent, and expense of 
traditional stormwater BMPs by using these innovative credits. 
 
How Can I Find Out More About Changes to the Massachusetts Stormwater Standards? 

First,  look  to  the MassDEP web site http://www.mass.gov/dep/, and click on  the MassDEP 
Quick Link for Stormwater.  
 
Second, you can attend training sessions sponsored by the MassDEP Wetlands Circuit Rider 
Program. Go to http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/cridr.htm, the Circuit Rider web 
site, and check the Calendar of Events at the bottom of the page. 
 
Third, you can contact any one of the MassDEP staff for answers to your questions: 

• General questions about the Standards: Frederick.Civian@state.ma.us  

• Technical questions about the Standards: Thomas.Maguire@state.ma.us 

• Jurisdiction questions: local Conservation Commission or MassDEP Regional Offices   
 
How Will These Changes Affect the Commonwealth? 

These changes, by themselves, will not make impaired streams run clear, do not open closed 
shellfish beds, do not ensure that Western Massachusetts’s ponds and lakes remain pristine, 
or clean up Cape Cod’s bays.   They will, however, help significantly by slowing the pace of 
degradation of our waters and allowing  time  for other programs  that protect our drinking 
water and our fisheries to take effect.  
 

                                                       
21 Smart Growth Toolkit ‐ http://www.mass.gov/envir/sgtk.htm. 
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And  there are  immediate benefits  to  the 2008  changes  to  the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Standards: 

• More groundwater recharge ‐ with every major storm falling on every project approved 
under  these new Standards, additional water will  infiltrate  into  the groundwater  table 
and the base flow of our rivers and streams 

• Less  Pollution  ‐ many  projects  approved  under  the  new  Standards will  include more 
treatment of stormwater, which means less pollution entering ground water and surface 
water; 

• More LID projects ‐ these stormwater treatment features that mimic natural hydrologic 
systems  provide  both  reliable  stormwater  treatment  and  a more  pleasing  and  higher 
quality habitat compared to traditional stormwater facilities; 

• More  reliable  stormwater management  systems  ‐  added  pretreatment  and  operation 
and maintenance  requirements makes  stormwater management  systems  less  likely  to 
fail; and 

• Redevelopments will improve local conditions ‐ every time a property is redeveloped the 
proponents  and  Conservation  Commission  will  agree  on  what  improvements  will  be 
made to the project; even the smaller projects will result  in continual  improvements to 
already developed properties across the Commonwealth. 
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Appendix 6. USDA/ NRCS Farm Conservation Plan for Borden 
 Colony 
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CONSERVATION PLAN 
This conservation plan provides recommended actions to address existing resource concerns as well as provide guidance for 
possible future land use.  A conservation plan utilizes a combination of conservation practices and management measures 
identified by primary use of land and water that, if installed, will prevent resource degradation and permit sustained use by 
meeting criteria established for treatment of soil, water, air, plant and animal resources.  In addition, a conservation plan may 
include conservation practices that restore or improve the resource base by exceeding the minimum criteria to enhance water 
quality, land productivity, wildlife habitat, and improve health, safety and environmental conditions. 
 
 

- FARM OVERVIEW AND CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES - 
Borden Colony is a town owned property in Raynham, MA that includes forestland, agricultural land, and recreation land.  
The recreation land at Borden Colony contains athletic fields, a horse ring, gazebo, tennis courts, flying area, playground, and 
public buildings.  Borden Colony is in the Agricultural Preservation Restriction program through the state Department of 
Agricultural Resources.  The town of Raynham is developing a master plan for Borden Colony as part of the town’s open 
space plan.  A portion of the agricultural land is currently leased by a local grower who is producing potted mums.  The town 
would like to find an agricultural producer(s) to lease the remainder of the property.  The town may be interested in starting a 
community garden on a portion of the property.  In the past, Borden Colony was under long-term lease with Reed Brothers, a 
local vegetable farmer.  In recent years, the property has not been farmed but has been maintained by mowing.         
 
The conservation objectives for Borden Colony include finding a farmer to manage the land in a manner that promotes 
sustainability while protecting the resource base.   
 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
SOIL – There are a variety of upland and wetland soils on the Borden Colony property.  The forested areas are 
predominantly Hinckley and Windsor soils, both of which are excessively drained, droughty soils.  Soils within the forestland 
adjacent to the Forge River are Scarboro muck, which are very poorly drained soils.  A large portion of the agricultural land 
is Pipestone soils, which are poorly drained soils where water in or on the soil may pose severe limitations for plant growth 
or cultivation.  Other soils found within the agricultural land include Hinckley, Windsor, Scio, Swansea muck, and Deerfield.  
Scio soils are moderately well drained soils on which erosion can be a limitation unless close growing plant cover is 
maintained.  Swansea muck is a very poorly drained soil with a water table within 1 foot of the soil surface year-round.  
Deerfield soils are moderately well drained soils where water in or on the soil surface may interfere with plant growth or 
cultivation.  The recreation land on the property includes Pipestone, Hinckley, Windsor, and Scio soils.  The soils on this 
property have a medium to high leaching potential, at 11 to 30 inches below the root zone.   
 
The Borden Colony property contains areas of highly erodible land.  Agricultural land within map units 245C, 245D, 255D, 
and 223B is highly erodible.  A combination of soil characteristics, and length and steepness of slope contribute to the highly 
erodible land determination.  Fields are considered highly erodible if it is determined that water will erode soil at a rate that 
exceeds eight times the tolerable erosion rate.  The objective on highly erodible land is to apply practices that will minimize 
erosion and achieve a tolerable soil loss on these areas.  Tolerable soil loss is defined as erosion that is slower than the rate of 
replacement.  Due to the steep slopes in Area E, it is recommended that this area be maintained as pastureland for livestock, 
or a similar use that would provide permanent vegetative cover.     
 
WATER – The Borden Colony property is located in the 530 square mile Taunton River watershed.  The major water 
resource located on the property is the Forge River, which runs immediately adjacent to the eastern border of the property and 
is classified as an Impaired Water Bodya.  There are wooded swamps and marshes located along the property boundary, as 
well as within the recreation land.  The entire property is located within a Non-Point Source Strategiesb area.  There is a 
Medium Yield Aquifer located within a portion of the property.  Due to the water resource concerns associated with the 
property, onsite and offsite impacts of farm activities on ground and surface water quality are considered in the conservation 
farm plan.  
 



                                                          Borden Colony, Raynham, MA 
                                     Conservation Plan – 12/2008  

                                  Conservation Farm Planner – Melissa Hayden 
  A partner in conservation since 1935  

 

In Cooperation with the Bristol County Conservation District 
 

4

AIR – There are no apparent air quality concerns associated with this property although damage to air resources via pesticide 
drift is a concern with any agricultural operation.  Care should be taken to avoid drift that could negatively affect non-target 
plant or animal species.   
 
PLANTS – Currently, a portion of the Borden Colony property is used for potted mum production (Area G).  The remainder 
of the property consists of grasses, shrubs, and forestland.  Areas A, B, and C are mowed on a regular basis.  Forested areas 
consist of a stand of white pines as well as areas of mixed coniferous and deciduous species.  There are NHESP Priority 
Habitats of Rare Speciesc and Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlifed located on site.  There are also NHESP Living Waters 
Critical Supporting Watershedse located on site.  There is NHESP BioMap Core Habitatf located adjacent to the site.   
 
ANIMALS – There are currently no livestock located on site.  The property has potential for utilization by a variety of 
upland and wetland wildlife species.  There are NHESP Priority Habitats of Rare Speciesc and Estimated Habitats of Rare 
Wildlifed located on site.  There are also NHESP Living Waters Critical Supporting Watershedse located on site.  There is 
NHESP BioMap Core Habitatf located adjacent to the site, and potential presence of an anadromous fish run, spawning 
habitat, barrier or fishway located along the eastern property boundary. 
 
HUMANS – The Borden Colony property is utilized on a regular basis by the public.  There are athletic fields, a horse ring, 
gazebo, tennis courts, flying area, playground, and public buildings located within the recreation land on site.  The managers 
may be interested in establishing a community garden on site.  The operators would also like to install a sidewalk along King 
Philip Street to improve safety for visitors.  This would encroach on the forestland and agricultural land along the road. 
 
 

 

 

a Impaired Waters are subsets of the 303d List generated by Thomas Pearson, US EPA, Signal Solutions. The layers used 
include stream segments and ponds/lakes that have an impairment due possibly to agriculture.  The attributes do not 
specifically name agriculture, but do include items such as phosphorus and nutrients, etc. 
 
b Non-Point Strategy Waters areas were developed by USDA NRCS in Amherst, MA using the Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection Nonpoint Source Action Strategy, Final version, July 5, 2001.  Waterbodies were identified by 
name and the 12 digit hydrologic unit code developed by FGDC and NRCS of which they are a part.  The 12 digit watershed 
was redefined by the area upstream of the NPS waterbody.  These are watershed areas that have been identified as areas of 
concern for contributing non-point source pollution to surface water bodies.   
 

c NHESP Priority Habitats of Rare Species datalayer contains polygons representing the geographic extent of habitat of 
state-listed rare species in Massachusetts based on observations documented within the last 25 years in the database of the 
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP). Priority Habitats are the filing trigger for proponents, 
municipalities, and other stakeholders for determining whether or not a proposed project must be reviewed by the NHESP for 
compliance with the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA). The Priority Habitats presented here are those 
published in the 12th Edition of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas, and are effective beginning October 1, 2006. 
 
e NHESP Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife are for use with the Wetlands Protection Act regulations (310 CMR 
10.00). The Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife datalayer contains polygons that are a subset of the Priority Habitats of 
Rare Species. They are based on occurrences of rare wetland wildlife observed within the last 25 years and documented 
in the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) database. They do not include those areas delineated 
for rare plants or for rare wildlife with strictly upland habitat requirements. The Estimated Habitats presented here are 
those published in the 12th Edition of the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas, and are effective beginning October 1, 
2006.  Projects that are subject to the Wetlands Protection Act and that fall within Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife 
require the filing of a Notice of Intent form with NHESP. 
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e NHESP Living Waters Critical Supporting Watersheds are areas with more immediate hydrologic contributions to 
Living Waters Core Habitats. As such, they represent the areas with the highest potential to sustain or degrade Core Habitats.  
Core Habitats represent lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams that are important for the protection of freshwater biodiversity in 
Massachusetts.   
 
f NHESP BioMap Core Habitat is one of two datalayers resulting from the BioMap biodiversity mapping project.  The Core 
Habitat layer depicts the most viable habitat for rare species and natural communities in Massachusetts. 
 
 
 
Before a specific construction project is started, a review of the permit process shall be made and 

all necessary Federal, State and Local permits shall be obtained.  Assistance and guidance is 
available from NRCS: 508-295-7962. 
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Farm Identification: 
 

Farm Type: 
Town: 
County: 
State: 
Watershed: 
 

Potted plants with future expansion to vegetables planned 
Raynham 
Bristol 
Massachusetts 
Taunton River 

 
 
Summary of Conservation Practices: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planned Practices  
328 – Conservation Crop Rotation 
330 – Contour Farming 
340 – Cover Crop 
342 – Critical Area Planting 
362 – Diversion 
647 – Early Successional Habitat Development/Management 
382 – Fence  
386 – Field Border 
511 – Forage Harvest Management 
412 – Grassed Waterway 
655 – Forest Trails and Landings 
561 – Heavy Use Area Protection 
441 – Irrigation System, Microirrigation 
442 – Irrigation System, Sprinkler 
430DD – Irrigation Water Conveyance 
449 – Irrigation Water Management 
590 – Nutrient Management 
512 – Pasture and Hay Planting 
595 – Pest Management 
528 – Prescribed Grazing 
391 – Riparian Forest Buffer 
645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management 
642 – Water Well 
614 – Watering Facility 
644 – Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 
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328 – CONSERVATION CROP ROTATION 
Conservation Crop Rotation is growing crops in a recurring sequence on the same field.  There are several purposes for 
employing this practice, including reducing soil erosion, maintaining or improving soil organic matter content, managing 
the balance of plant nutrients, managing plant pests, and improving water use efficiency.   
 
Assessment: 
Potted mums are grown in Area G.  There are currently no other crops grown on site.  The town would like to lease the 
remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include vegetable production.  
 
Recommendations: 
Implement a crop rotation within vegetable fields.  This practice is especially important on all highly erodible land.  A 
conservation crop rotation may include crops planted for cover or nutrient enhancement.  Crops shall be selected that 
produce sufficient quantities of biomass at the appropriate time to reduce erosion by water or wind to within acceptable soil 
loss levels.  In those instances where crops selected do not produce sufficient biomass to meet this criteria, a cover crop or 
other appropriate practices shall be used.  Leaving several rows unharvested around the edges of the field will provide 
protection and/or food for overwintering wildlife.     
 
 
330 – CONTOUR FARMING 
Contour farming is tillage, planting, and other farming operations performed on or near the contour of the field slope.  The 
purpose is to reduce sheet and rill erosion and to reduce transport of sediment and other water-borne contaminants.   
 
Assessment: 
Potted mums are grown in Area G.  Mats on which mums are grown are oriented across the field slope.  There are currently 
no other crops grown on site.  The town would like to lease the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include 
vegetable production. 
 
Recommendations: 
Continue to orient mats across the field slope.  Perform future field operations on or near the contour of the field slope on 
all crop fields.  This practice is especially important on all highly erodible land.  The row grade shall be aligned as closely 
as possible to the contour to achieve the greatest erosion reduction.  The maximum grade of rows shall not exceed 2 
percent or one half of the up and down hill slope percent used for erosion prediction, whichever is less.  All runoff from 
contouring shall be delivered to stable outlets. 
 
 
340 – COVER CROP 
Cover crops are grasses, legumes, forbs, or other herbaceous plants established for seasonal cover and conservation 
purposes.  This practice will reduce erosion from wind and water, increase soil organic matter, manage excess nutrients in 
the soil profile, promote biological nitrogen fixation, increase biodiversity, suppress weeds, provide supplemental forage, 
manage soil moisture, reduce particulate emissions to the atmosphere, and reduce soil compaction. 
 
Assessment: 
Potted mums are grown in Area G.  There are currently no other crops grown on site.  The town would like to lease the 
remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include vegetable production. 
 
Recommendations: 
Establish cover crops on all vegetable fields following harvest in the fall.  Cover crop establishment will be timed so that 
the soil will be adequately protected during the critical erosion period(s).  Plants selected for cover crops will have the 
physical characteristics necessary to provide adequate protection.  Maintain an actively growing cover crop as late as 
feasible to maximize plant growth, allowing time to prepare the field for the next crop and moisture depletion. 
 
Cover crops may be established mid-season in conjunction with the final cultivation of the main crop, just prior to canopy 
closure. Cover crops may also be broadcast and harrowed into the soil following harvest, provided that the date of seeding 
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is no later than the dates specified in Table 2 of the attached cover crop specification guide. Cover crops that are 
established with a grain drill are much more effective and economical than those established via broadcast.  If the main 
goal is to maximize nitrogen uptake following the main season crop, cover crops should be planted no later than September 
15.   
 
 
342 - CRITICAL AREA PLANTING 
Critical Area Planting is establishing vegetation such as trees, shrubs, vines, grasses or legumes on highly erodible or 
critically eroding areas.  The purpose of the practice is to stabilize the soil, reduce erosion, runoff, and sediment damages to 
downstream areas and improve water quality. 
 
Assessment: 
Areas G and H have experienced a fair amount of erosion over the years.  The operator who is currently growing mums on 
the property is making an effort to address this problem.  This operator has moved all growing mats out of Area H and has 
seeded Area H, as well as all bare areas within Area G, to grass to help stabilize the soil. 
 
Recommendations: 
Maintain grass cover on all bare soil within Areas G and H.  Reseed these areas as necessary to fill in any bare spots that 
may not have established vegetation as a result of the first round of seeding.  Soil tests shall be used to determine the 
optimum recommendations for both lime and fertilizer.  Lime shall be applied to achieve a soil pH of between 5.5 and 7.0 
depending on the specific requirements of the planting.  Slow-release forms of nitrogen shall be used when feasible to 
provide nitrogen over a longer period of time.  Topsoil shall be added to a site when needed to improve the soil medium for 
plant establishment and growth.  The use of topsoil shall be limited to slopes that are 2:1 or flatter.  Apply seed uniformly 
by hand, cyclone seeder, drill, cultipacker-seeder, or hydroseeder.  Mulch shall be used where needed to provide temporary 
erosion control when seeding is delayed or until plantings become established, conserve soil moisture and aid seed 
germination, reduce weed growth in planted areas, reduce surface compaction and improve water infiltration.   
 
On sites where grass is difficult to grow or maintain, other perennial groundcovers may be used to control erosion.  Be 
cautious of using species that have aggressive growth habits (e.g., English Ivy and Periwinkle) and may spread beyond the 
planted area, especially if the planting is near a neighboring property or a natural area.   
 
Continual monitoring of agricultural fields is necessary to prevent damages from sediment and runoff.  Where vegetative 
efforts have failed, reassess the need for structural measures to complement vegetative measures.  When planting grasses and 
legumes, after one full year from planting, all areas with less than 85% plant cover shall be replanted following NRCS 
recommendations.  Spring seeding may require an application of fertilizer between September 1 and October 15, at least 
every two years, according to soil test recommendations.  Continue to fertilize and lime according to soil test results.   
 
 
362 – DIVERSION 
A diversion is a channel constructed across the slope generally with a supporting ridge on the lower side.  This practice has 
several purposes, including intercepting surface and shallow subsurface flow, reducing runoff damages from upland runoff, 
and diverting water away from active gullies and critically eroding areas.   
 
Assessment: 
There are currently no diversions located on site.  Areas G and H have experienced a fair amount of erosion over the years 
which has led to development of a gully at the bottom of Area G.   
 
Recommendations: 
If Critical Area Planting efforts fail to control erosion within Areas G and H, consider installation of two diversions across 
the field slope in these areas.  A diversion would intercept and redirect surface water flow.  A suitable outlet would also 
need to be constructed, such as a Grassed or Lined Waterway to convey water to the wooded area at the base of the slope.  
The diversion should be designed to have stable side slopes.  Disturbed areas that are not to be cultivated shall be seeded as 
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soon as practicable after construction.  Before construction of the diversion, a safe and stable outlet with adequate capacity 
must be identified.  Consult NRCS for engineering assistance and standards and specifications.   
 
 
647 – EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT DEVELOPMENT/MANAGEMENT 
Manage early plant succession to benefit desired wildlife or natural communities.  The purpose of this practice is to 
increase plant community diversity to provide habitat for early successional species. 
 
Assessment: 
There are currently some early successional habitats on the Borden Colony property, namely Areas D, E, and F.  These 
areas were farmed at one point, but have not been maintained in recent years and are currently grasses, shrubs, and tree 
saplings, otherwise referred to as old field or shrubland habitat.   
 
Recommendations: 
If maintaining wildlife habitat is a goal for this property, then consider maintaining Areas D, E, and/or F in early successional 
habitat.  Management should be designed to achieve the desired plant community in density, vertical and horizontal structure, 
and plant species diversity.  Where planting is required, native regionally adapted plant materials should be used whenever 
possible.  Measures should be provided to control noxious weeds and other invasive species.  

Because of the ephemeral nature of old field habitat, regular disturbance will generally be required.  If the site is currently a 
mix of tall growing tree species and shrubs, shrub habitat can sometimes be developed and/or maintained through selective 
tree removal (i.e., selectively targeting all tall growing tree species for removal, while leaving behind desirable shrub species 
that can act as seed sources for regeneration). This method preserves the habitat as opposed to cutting all the woody 
vegetation at one time. The culled trees can be cut, girdled or treated with herbicide. Cut trees can be used to construct brush 
piles. Repeat the process on a 3 to 10 year interval or as needed to manage the site for shrubland species. 

To benefit insect food sources for grassland nesting birds, spraying or other control of noxious weeds should be done on a 
“spot” basis to protect grasses, forbs and legumes that benefit native pollinators and other wildlife.  Prescribed grazing may 
be used as a management tool to achieve the intended purpose of this practice, however a grazing plan is strongly 
recommended.  Consult NRCS for development of a prescribed grazing plan. 

Management practices and activities should not disturb cover during the primary nesting period of April 15 to August 1 for 
grassland species.  Exceptions can be allowed for periodic burning, light disking, selected herbicide techniques, selected 
mechanical removal or mowing when necessary to maintain the health of the plant community.  See the attached 
specification guide for this practice for more detailed information.   
 
 
382 - FENCING 
Enclosing or dividing an area of land with a suitable permanent structure that acts as a barrier to livestock, wildlife, or people.  
Fences are not needed where natural barriers will serve the purpose.  The purpose of this practice is to:  

• Exclude livestock or big game from areas that should be protected from grazing; 
• Confine livestock or big game to an area; 
• Control domestic livestock while permitting wildlife movement; 
• Subdivide grazing land to permit use of grazing systems; 
• Protect new seedlings and plantings from grazing; and 
• Regulate access to areas by people or prevent trespassing. 

 
Assessment: 
There is no existing fencing on the property.  There are currently no livestock on site.  The town would like to lease the 
agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include grazing land for livestock. 
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Recommendations: 
If livestock are kept on site, implement a prescribed grazing plan for those areas.  This will involve installation of permanent 
and/or temporary fencing to facilitate a rotational grazing plan.  Area E, if used for agricultural purposes, may be best suited 
to pasture due to the droughty soils and steep, irregular terrain.  See the Prescribed Grazing practice for more information.   
 
Fencing materials shall be of a high quality and durability, and the construction performed to meet the intended management 
objectives.  Fences shall be positioned to facilitate management requirements.  Standard or conventional (barbed or smooth 
wire), suspension, woven wire, or electric fences shall consist of acceptable fencing designs to control the animal(s) or people 
of concern and meet the intended life of the practice.  Height, number, and spacing of wires will be installed to facilitate 
control and management of the animal(s) and people of concern.  Height, size, spacing and type of posts will be used that 
best provide the needs for the style of fence required and is best suited for the topography of the landscape.   
 
Install fence according to manufacturer’s specifications or the specifications provided by NRCS. Regular inspection of fences 
should be part of an ongoing management program.  Boundary fences shall comply with state laws and standards for 
construction.  Where applicable, clear right-of-ways will be established which will facilitate fence construction and 
maintenance.  As repairs are needed to the existing fences, upgrading should be considered as normal maintenance.  Interior 
fence material can be added if the herd increases.  Since interior fencing is movable, it is not necessary to move the entire 
fence, simply move a section from place to place as needed.  Where electric fence does not exist, it is recommended that at 
least one strand be electrified to carry current to temporary fencing. 
 
Consider installing fences in locations that will facilitate maintenance, avoiding irregular terrain and/or water crossings.  
Consider wildlife movement needs when locating fences.  Consider livestock management, handling, watering and feeding 
when locating fences.  Consider soil erosion potential when planning and constructing a fence on steep slopes.   
 
 
386 – FIELD BORDER 
A strip of perennial grasses, legumes, or shrubs established at or around the edge of a field to provide a perimeter buffering 
effect for improved water quality and to provide wildlife food and cover.   
 
Assessment: 
Potted mums are grown in Area G.  The operator maintains field borders around growing mats, and has recently seeded 
these areas to grass.  There are currently no other crops grown on site.  The town would like to lease the remainder of the 
agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include vegetable production.  
 
Recommendations: 
If additional fields are brought into agricultural production, install field borders along the perimeter of each field.  Field 
borders will provide a buffering effect to protect water quality, which is especially important in Areas B, C, and G, which are 
directly adjacent to the Forge River, an Impaired water body.  Field borders will also function to provide wildlife food and 
cover, reduce erosion from fields, and help manage pest populations.  Field borders should be a minimum of 20 feet wide.   
 
Consider delayed mowing of field borders to provide wildlife food and cover.  Maintain existing field borders, and in areas 
that are not needed for maintenance or agricultural production, increase the buffer of grasses and shrubby vegetation along 
field edges.  Field borders are more effective and provide more environmental benefits when planted around the entire field. 
 
 
511 – FORAGE HARVEST MANAGEMENT 
The timely cutting and removal of forages from the field as hay, green-chop, or ensilage.  The purpose of this practice is to:  
optimize the economic yield of forage at the desired quality and quantity; promote vigorous plant regrowth; maintain stand 
life for the desired time period; maintain desired species composition of the stand; use forage plant biomass as a nutrient 
uptake tool; control insects, diseases and weeds; and, maintain and/or improve wildlife habitat. 
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Assessment: 
Areas A, B, and C are currently mowed on an annual basis.  No hay is produced on site.  The town would like to lease the 
remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include forage production.  
 
Recommendations: 
Forage will be harvested at a frequency and height that will maintain a desired healthy plant community through its life 
expectancy.  Delay harvest if prolonged or heavy precipitation is forecast that would seriously damage cut forage.  Cut forage 
plants at a stage of maturity or harvest interval range that will provide adequate food reserves and/or basal or auxiliary tillers 
or buds for regrowth and/or reproduction to occur without loss of plant vigor.  Cut reseeding annuals at a stage of maturity 
and frequency that ensures the production of viable seed or ample carryover of hard seed to maintain desired stand density. 
 
Consider production of hay within the highly erodible section of Area B.  This will provide permanent cover in this area 
which is susceptible to erosion and will help to protect the adjacent Forge River.  Well-fertilized plants withstand more 
intense harvest schedules and may produce a higher quantity and quality of forage. Coordinate this practice with the 
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT (590) practice.  Select cultivars that are suitable for the harvest regime, species mix, and 
forage quality desired.  For specific nutrient uptake, select species that can maximize uptake. See PASTURE AND HAY 
PLANTING (512). 
 
 
412 – GRASSED WATERWAY 
A natural or constructed channel that is shaped or graded to required dimensions and established with suitable vegetation. 
This practice may be applied as part of a conservation management system to support one or more of the following purposes: 

• To convey runoff from terraces, diversions, or other water concentrations without causing erosion or 
flooding. 

• To reduce gully erosion. 
• To protect or improve water quality. 

 
Assessment: 
There are currently no grassed waterways installed on site.  Areas G and H have experienced a fair amount of erosion over 
the years which has led to development of a gully at the bottom of Area G.  There is also a fair amount of water flowing off 
of Gardner Road and onto Areas G and H which is contributing to the erosion problem.   
 
Recommendations: 
If Critical Area Planting efforts fail to control erosion within Areas G and H, consider installation of two diversions and a 
grassed (or lined) waterway in this area.  Diversions would intercept and redirect surface water flow to the waterway, which 
would convey water to the wooded area at the base of the slope.  A waterway would also function to redirect runoff from 
Gardner Road and convey it to a stable outlet. 
 
The minimum capacity shall be that required to convey the peak runoff expected from a storm of 10-year frequency, 24-hour 
duration.  Side slopes shall not be steeper than a ratio of two horizontal to one vertical. They shall be designed to 
accommodate the equipment anticipated to be used for maintenance and tillage/harvesting equipment that will cross the 
waterway. All grassed waterways shall have a stable outlet with adequate capacity to prevent ponding or flooding 
damages.  The outlet can be another vegetated channel, an earthen ditch, a grade stabilization structure, filter strip or other 
suitable outlet.  
 
Grassed waterways shall be vegetated according to NRCS conservation practice standard Critical Area Planting. Establish 
vegetation as soon as conditions permit.  Use mulch anchoring, nurse crop, rock, straw or hay bale dikes, filter fences, or 
runoff diversions to protect the vegetation until it is established.  Provide livestock and vehicular crossings as 
necessary to prevent damage to the waterway and its vegetation.  If slope and velocity prevent establishment of vegetation, 
the waterway may be line with an erosion-resistant lining of concrete, stone, synthetic turf reinforcement fabrics, or other 
permanent material.  Consult NRCS for engineering assistance and standards and specifications.   
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441 – IRRIGATION SYSTEM, MICROIRRIGATION 
A Microirrigation System is a planned irrigation system in which all necessary facilities are installed for efficiently applying 
water directly to the root zone of plants by means of applicators (orifices, emitters, porous tubing, perforated pipe) operated 
under low pressure.  The applicators can be placed on or below the surface of the ground. 
 
This standard applies to the planning and design of the trickle irrigation system through which water is distributed in the 
irrigated area by means of small-diameter pipes and applied at or near the soil surface.  It applies to all components of the on-
farm system except for special structures, such as surface water inlets, pumping plants, and components covered by other 
standards. 
 
Assessment: 
There is currently drip irrigation installed within Area G that is used for mum production.  The water source for this 
irrigation is town water.  There are currently no other crops grown on site, and the rest of the property currently does not 
have irrigation installed.  The town would like to lease the remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use 
may include vegetable production.  
 
Recommendations: 
Continue to utilize drip irrigation in mum production.  If conversion of additional agricultural land to vegetable production 
occurs, consider installing drip irrigation on vegetable fields to apply irrigation water directly to the root zone of plants.  This 
practice will be especially important for production within highly erodible areas to minimize soil erosion by water.   
 
The system shall be designed to uniformly apply water and/or chemicals directly to the plant root zone to maintain soil 
moisture within the range for good plant growth without excessive water loss, erosion, reduction in water quality, or salt 
accumulation. 
 
Trickle irrigation plans shall be based on an evaluation of the site and the expected operating conditions.  The soils and 
topography shall be suitable for irrigation of the proposed crops.  The water supply will be sufficient in quantity and quality 
for the crops to be grown.  The trickle method of irrigation is suited to most vegetable and row crops, to steep slopes where 
other methods would cause excessive erosion, to areas where other application devices interfere with cultural operations, and 
to most climatic conditions where irrigated agriculture is feasible.  Consult NRCS for engineering assistance and standards 
and specifications.   
 
 
442 – IRRIGATION SYSTEM, SPRINKLER 
A sprinkler irrigation system (laterals and heads) is a planned water delivery method, using sprinkler heads under pressure.  
The system should uniformly distribute water to maintain adequate soil moisture for optimum plant growth without causing 
excess water loss or reduced water capacity.  Sprinkler systems may also be used for protection of crops from frost damage, 
for the application of organic fertilizers, and for plant temperature control during periods of intense heat.   
 
Assessment: 
There is currently no sprinkler irrigation installed on site. 
 
Recommendations: 
Drip irrigation is recommended where feasible as a more efficient way to apply water directly to the root zone of plants.  
Some crops do not lend themselves to irrigation by the drip method, in which case sprinkler irrigation may be used.  Where 
sprinkler irrigation is used, net depth of application shall meet criteria for the intended purpose, not exceeding the available 
soil water holding capacity and meeting the land user’s management plan for the intended purpose.  The sprinkler irrigation 
system shall be designed with adequate capacity to accomplish the primary purpose(s) of the system.  Rates shall be selected 
such that runoff, translocation, and unplanned deep percolation are minimized.  Maintenance of the irrigation system shall be 
conducted annually and repairs made as needed.  Consult NRCS for engineering assistance and standards and specifications.   
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430DD – IRRIGATION WATER CONVEYANCE, PIPELINE (PLASTIC MAINLINE) 
Irrigation water conveyance pertains to that part of the irrigation system that carries water to the irrigation sprinkler system 
(mainline).  Water conveyance is through underground thermoplastic pipelines ranging from ½” to 18” in diameter which are 
closed to the atmosphere and subject to internal pressures of 80 lbs/sq. ft. or greater.  The intent of this practice is to prevent 
loss of water quality, damage to the landscape and to make possible proper management of irrigation water by reducing water 
conveyance losses. 
 
Assessment: 
There are mainlines installed within Area G which are used for mum irrigation.  The water source for this irrigation is town 
water.  There are currently no other crops grown on site, and the rest of the property currently does not have mainlines 
installed.  The town would like to lease the remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include 
vegetable production.  
 
Recommendations: 
Install mainlines as needed to carry irrigation water from a water source to crop fields.  Monitor mainlines for maintenance 
and upgrades.  All pipelines shall be planned and located to serve as an integral part of an irrigation water distribution or 
conveyance system designed to facilitate the conservation use and management of the soil and water resources on a farm or 
group of farms.  Water supplies, water quality, and rates of irrigation delivery for the area served by the pipeline shall be 
sufficient to make irrigation practical for the crops to be grown and the irrigation water application method to be used.  
Plastic pipelines installed shall be placed only in suitable soils where the bedding and backfill requirements can be fully 
met.   
 
 
449 – IRRIGATION WATER MANAGEMENT 
Irrigation water management is a method of determining and controlling the rate, amount and timing of irrigation water in 
an efficient manner.  The purpose of this practice is to effectively use an available irrigation water supply in managing and 
controlling the moisture environment of crops to promote crop response, to minimize soil erosion and loss of plant 
nutrients, to control undesirable water loss and to protect water quality.  The irrigator will have the knowledge and 
capability to manage and apply water in such a manner that these objectives can be reasonably attained.  This knowledge 
should include: 

 
1. How to determine when irrigation water should be applied based on the rate of water used by crops and on the 

stages of plant growth and weather.  
2. How to measure or estimate the amount of water required for irrigation and leaching needs. 
3. The normal time needed for the soil to absorb the required amount of water and how to detect changes in 

intake rate. 
4. How to adjust stream size, application rate, or irrigation time to compensate for changes in such factors as 

intake rate or the amount of water to be applied. 
5. How to evaluate the uniformity of water application. 

 
Assessment: 
There is drip irrigation installed within Area G for mum production.  The water source for this irrigation is town water.  
There are currently no other crops grown on site, and the rest of the property currently does not have irrigation installed.  
The town would like to lease the remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include vegetable 
production.  
 
Recommendations: 
Install a permanent irrigation system on additional fields as needed for crop production in the future.  On soils that are 
susceptible to irrigation induced erosion, the irrigation system should be operated so that the application rate is less than the 
basic soil intake rate as given in the Massachusetts Irrigation Guide.  Water should not be applied in excess of the needs to 
meet the intended purpose.  The operators will utilize a water use plan that minimizes disease development, optimizes water-
use efficiency, and minimizes erosion and runoff.   
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 590 - NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT 
Nutrient management is the management of the amount, form, placement and timing of applications of plant nutrient 
fertilizers.  The purpose of this practice is to supply plant nutrients for optimum crop yield, minimize leaching of nutrients to 
surface and groundwater and to maintain or improve the chemical and biological condition of the soil.   
 
Assessment: 
Potted mums are grown in Area G.  Fertilizer is applied to potted soil for mums through the drip irrigation system.  There 
are currently no other crops grown on site.  The town would like to lease the remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer 
and future use may include vegetable or hay production.  Soil tests have not been taken by the town in recent years and 
fertilizers have not been applied. 
 
Recommendations: 
Soil tests are recommended on all crop fields.  If manure or compost is applied on site, then a manure or compost analysis 
should also be completed and incorporated into a nutrient management plan for the property.  There are several sensitive 
water resources on the property, including a non-point strategy waters area, and the Forge River, which is an Impaired water 
body.  There are also a significant amount of hydric soils within the agricultural land on the property, and applied nutrients in 
these areas are likely to enter the water table.  Many of the agricultural fields have a moderate to high leaching potential, 
indicating an increased potential for applied nutrients to travel through the soil and reach groundwater.  In addition, nutrients 
applied to highly erodible land have the potential to travel off-site with runoff during rain events.  As a result of the sensitive 
conditions on the property, it is especially important to consider the form, source, amount, timing and method of application 
of nutrients to fields.  Maintenance of other practices such as field borders, riparian buffers, residue management, and cover 
crops will also help to minimize the effects of nutrients on surrounding resources. 
 
The operator shall employ a nutrient management process with the goal of optimizing crop yield while having the least 
negative impact on surface/groundwater supplies. The operator shall adhere to the FOLLOWING STANDARDS: 
 
A nutrient budget for nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium shall be developed that considers all potential sources of nutrients 
including, but not limited to animal manure and organic by-products, waste water, crop residues, legume credits, and 
irrigation water.  Realistic yield goals shall be established based on soil productivity information, historical yield data, 
climatic conditions, level of management and/or local research on similar soil, cropping systems, and soil and 
manure/organic by-products tests.  For new crops or varieties, industry yield recommendations may be used until documented 
yield information is available.  Plans for nutrient management shall specify the form, source, amount, timing and method of 
application of nutrients on each field to achieve realistic production goals, while minimizing nitrogen and/or phosphorus 
movement to surface and/or ground waters. 
 
Record Keeping 
The operator will maintain, in a format appropriate to the operation, records of dates and times of applications, rates and 
types of materials used, split doses, and weather conditions.  Application dates, locations, and results of soil and tissue tests 
will also be recorded.  Detailed records kept over a period of years will contribute to the decision-making process. 
 
Training/Education 
Informed decisions on fertilizer use also require continuing education, as new research becomes available.  In order to remain 
current, the owner will attend available workshops and educational sessions. 
 
Application 
In determining amounts and rates of soil additives and fertilizers, the owner will follow the Nutrient Management Guidelines 
from the Cooperative Extension Service (University of Massachusetts) for selected crops. 
 
Operation, Safety, and Maintenance 
Calibrate equipment where applicable to ensure recommended manure and fertilizer rates are applied.  Protect in appropriate 
storage facilities, from weather and accidental leakage.  When disposing of any wastes, proper care should be taken to 
comply with all applicable local, state and federal laws. 
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512 - PASTURE AND HAY PLANTING 
Establishing and re-establishing long-term stands of adapted species of perennial, biennial, or re-seeding forage plants 
(includes pasture and hay land renovation; does not include grassed waterways or outlets on cropland).  The purpose of this 
practice is to establish adapted and compatible species, varieties, or cultivars for forage production; improve or maintain 
livestock nutrition and/or health; balance forage supply and demand during periods of low forage production; reduce soil 
erosion and improve water quality; and increase carbon sequestration. 
 
Assessment: 
There is currently no hay or pastureland on site.  The town would like to lease the remainder of the agricultural land to a 
farmer and future use may include hay or pastureland.   
 
Recommendations: 
If additional fields are to be brought into agricultural production in the future, consider conversion to hay or pastureland, 
particularly in Area E and the highly erodible land section of Area B.  If livestock are to be kept on site, implement a 
prescribed grazing plan to manage forage balance and maximize yields.  Weeds in pastures may be greatly reduced by 
managed grazing and improving soil fertility.  No-till planting or frost seeding are the recommended methods of seeding hay 
or pastureland.   
 
Plant pasture and hayland according to recommendations from the University of Massachusetts Cooperative Extension 
program.  Continually establish and properly maintain vegetation on hay and pastureland.  Plant species and their cultivars 
shall be selected based upon climatic conditions, soil condition and position attributes, and plant resistance to disease and 
insects common to the site or location.  Provide a firm, weed-free seedbed that ensures seed will contact soil moisture 
uniformly, facilitates seedling emergence, and provides a medium that does not restrict or allow roots to become dry.  
Legume seed shall be inoculated with the proper, viable rhizobia before planting.  On pastureland, grasses should comprise at 
least 30% of the mixture.  Refer to the UVM Extension Forages web page or the latest “Cornell Guide for Integrated Field 
Crops Management”, or Penn State’s “Agronomy Guide” for the most up-to-date information on cultivar/variety performance 
criteria (hardiness, digestibility, disease resistance, expected harvest dates and yields).  Soil tests shall be used to determine 
the optimum recommendations for both lime and fertilizer.  At a minimum, soil samples taken for nutrient and pH analysis 
shall be from the top 4 to 6 inches for seeding.  See attached Conservation Practice Specification Guide for Pasture and 
Hayland Planting for more information.   
 
 
595 – PEST MANAGEMENT 
Pest Management is a conservation practice that manages agricultural pest infestations (including weeds, insects and 
diseases) to reduce adverse effects on plant growth, crop production and environmental resources.  The practice establishes 
the elements of an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach.  This approach requires an understanding of the dynamic 
nature of pest management and includes combinations of appropriate biological and cultural control techniques.  The purpose 
of this strategy is to promote favorable crop results while minimizing environmental impacts.  The goal is to use a multi-
disciplinary approach to controlling the most economically threatening pests, while optimizing favorable crop yields.  IPM 
programs utilize various techniques to monitor weather, pest life cycles and crop development; it also integrates cultural and 
biological control strategies to maintain pests below economically damaging levels.  Potential control strategies will be based 
on established economic thresholds and will employ techniques that minimize environmental impacts.   
 
Assessment: 
Potted mums are grown in Area G.  There are currently no other crops grown on site.  The town would like to lease the 
remainder of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include vegetable or hay production.   
 
Recommendations: 
Implement IPM practices if additional land is converted to crop production in the future.  There are several sensitive water 
resources on the property, including a non-point strategy waters area, and the Forge River, which is an Impaired water 
body.  There are also a significant amount of hydric soils within the agricultural land on the property, and applied 
pesticides in these areas are likely to enter the water table.  Many of the agricultural fields have a moderate to high leaching 
potential, indicating an increased potential for applied pesticides to travel through the soil and reach groundwater.  In 
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addition, pesticides applied to highly erodible land have the potential to travel off-site with runoff during rain events.  As a 
result of the sensitive conditions on the property, it is especially important to consider the environmental risks and behavior 
of pesticides prior to application.  Maintenance of other practices such as field borders, riparian buffers, residue 
management, and cover crops will also help to minimize the effects of pesticides on surrounding resources. 
 
The operator shall utilize IPM principles, including cultural, chemical, and biological control strategies as appropriate.  The 
operator will be thoroughly familiar with the technical information necessary to manage pests within their system.  
Adherence to the following standards has been established and will be followed: 
 
Monitoring/Observation 
Appropriate monitoring techniques, such as weekly sweep sets, weed mapping and close observation will be used in order to 
determine pest infestation levels; techniques will be based on the recommendation of the University of Massachusetts 
publication.  
 
Selection of Management Techniques  
Pest Management methods will be selected on the basis of degree of control, cost and environmental risk.  Timing will be 
based on economic thresholds (when established) as well as the operator’s experience and site-specific conditions.  
Implementation of methods will follow the guidelines recommended in the University of Massachusetts publication.  
 
Education/Training 
The operator will attend the appropriate continuing education workshops to keep informed of research developments.   
 
Record Keeping 
The operator will maintain, in a format appropriate to the operation, records of dates, locations, times of applications, rates 
and formulations used, split doses, and weather conditions.  Records should be consistent with those required by DFA and 
Handlers. 
 
Operation, Maintenance and Safety 
The operator is responsible for the safe operation of this practice, including equipment.  Operation and maintenance 
addresses the following: Periodic plan reviews to incorporate new IPM technology, respond to cropping system and pest 
changes, and to avoid the development of pest resistance.  Calibrate equipment where applicable to ensure recommended 
pesticide rates are applied.  Protect pesticides from weather and when disposing of any pesticides, proper care should be 
taken to comply with all applicable local, state and federal laws. 

 
528 - PRESCRIBED GRAZING 
A practice in which two or more grazing units are alternately rested and grazed in a planned sequence for a period of years.  
Rest periods may be throughout the year or during the growing season of key plants. The purpose of a controlled harvest of 
vegetation with grazing or browsing animals, is to achieve one of the following: 

• Improve or maintain the health and vigor of plant communities. 
• Improve or maintain quantity and quality of forage for livestock health and productivity. 
• Improve or maintain water quality and quantity. 
• Reduce accelerated soil erosion, and maintain or improve soil condition. 
• Improve or maintain the quantity and quality of food and/or cover available for wildlife. 
• Promote economic stability through grazing land sustainability. 

 
Assessment: 
There are currently no livestock kept on site.  The town would like to lease the remainder of the agricultural land to a 
farmer and future use may include pastureland.   
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Recommendations: 
If livestock are to be kept on site in the future, develop and implement a prescribed grazing plan on the property to maintain 
the health of pastures, minimize soil erosion, and maintain wildlife habitat for ground nesting birds.  Consult NRCS for 
assistance with development of a Prescribed Grazing plan.   
 
Protect soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources when locating livestock feeding, handling, and watering facilities.  
Manage grazing animals to maintain adequate vegetative cover on sensitive areas (i.e. riparian, wetland, habitats of concern, 
highly erodible areas).  Adjust grazing periods and/or stocking rates to meet the desired objectives for the plant communities 
and the associated resources, including the grazing animal.  Maintain adequate ground cover and plant density to maintain or 
improve filtering capacity of the vegetation.  Minimize concentrated livestock areas to enhance nutrient distribution and 
improve or maintain ground cover.  Animal units per acre will preclude overgrazing.  Follow plan and advice developed by 
the University of Massachusetts Cooperative Extension experts and the local USDA/NRCS field office.   
 
 
391 - RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFER 
A riparian forest buffer is an area of trees and/ or shrubs located adjacent to a body of water.  The vegetation will create shade 
to lower water temperatures and improve habitat for aquatic animals;  provide a source of debris necessary for healthy robust 
populations of aquatic organisms and wildlife; act as a buffer to filter out sediment, organic material and other pollutants that 
may adversely impact water bodies; and reduce excess amounts of sediment, organic material, nutrients and pesticides in 
surface runoff and reduce excess nutrients and other chemicals in shallow ground water flow. 
 
Assessment: 
There is an existing forested riparian buffer along the Forge River.  This buffer consists of a mixture of deciduous and 
coniferous trees and shrubs.  This buffer works to filter runoff and shallow groundwater flow before it reaches the river.   
 
Recommendations: 
Maintain the existing buffer of trees and shrubs adjacent to the Forge River.  In areas that are not needed for maintenance or 
agricultural production, increase the width of the forested buffer along the river.  In addition to serving to protect water 
quality in the Forge River, this buffer will create shade to lower water temperatures to improve habitat for aquatic organisms, 
create wildlife habitat, and establish wildlife corridors.   
 
 
645 – UPLAND WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT 
Creating, restoring, maintaining or enhancing areas for food, cover, and water for upland wildlife and species which use 
upland habitat for a portion of their life cycle.  This practice has several purposes, including providing food and cover for the 
desired kinds of wildlife species.  Wildlife habitat management is a conservation practice that enhances the natural resource 
base environmentally and aesthetically.  Wildlife habitat management practices also enhance the local ecosystem by 
providing natural weed and insect control. 
 
Assessment: 
The Borden Colony property currently provides suitable wildlife habitat for a variety of species.  Areas D, E, and F are 
currently old field successional habitat.  The property is not being actively managed for wildlife.  A portion of the forestland 
on the property falls within NHESP Priority Habitats of Rare Species and Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife.   
 
Recommendations: 
If maintaining wildlife habitat is a goal for this property, then consider maintaining Areas D, E, and/or F in early successional 
habitat.  On any areas not needed for agricultural production, consider expanding acreage available for wildlife habitat.  
Conduct mowing late in the season, once birds have completed nesting, and consider the incorporation of prescribed grazing 
to help manage these areas.  Maintain existing forestland on the property.  Consider development of a Forest Stewardship 
Plan through the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation.  Any activities occurring within forestland 
that is designated as NHESP Estimated Habitats of Rare Wildlife and Priority Habitats of Rare Species will follow the 
Massachusetts Endangered Species Act regulations.   
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642 – WATER WELL 
A hole drilled, dug, driven, bored, jetted or otherwise constructed to an aquifer.  The purpose is to provide water for 
livestock, wildlife, irrigation, human, or other uses, and to provide for general water needs of farming operations.   
 
Assessment: 
There are several existing wells on the Borden Colony property, some of which are used to provide irrigation water to the 
recreation land.   
 
Recommendations: 
Install additional wells if needed for future irrigation expansion or livestock water.  Water wells must be planned, designed, 
and constructed to meet all federal, state, and local laws and regulations.  The landowner will be aware of the water 
withdrawal permit requirements of the MA DEP’s Water Management Act.  The availability of ground water for its intended 
use at the site shall be determined by using reliable local experience and reviewing all available relevant information.  Wells 
shall be located at safe distances from potential sources of pollution, including unsealed abandoned wells.  The allowable 
distance shall be based on consideration of site-specific hydrogeologic factors and shall comply with requirements of all 
applicable state or local regulations or construction codes.   
 
 
614 - WATERING FACILITY 
A device (tank, trough, or other watertight container) for providing animal access to water.  To provide watering facilities for 
livestock and/or wildlife at selected locations in order to: 

- Protect and enhance vegetative cover through proper distribution of grazing; 
- Provide erosion control through better grassland management; or  
- Protect streams, ponds and water supplies from contamination by providing alternative access to water. 

 This practice applies to all land uses where there is a need for new or improved watering facilities. 
 
Assessment: 
There are currently no livestock or watering facilities located on the property.  The town would like to lease the remainder 
of the agricultural land to a farmer and future use may include pastureland.   
  
Recommendations: 
If livestock are kept on site in the future, install watering facilities as needed to provide water to paddocks established for 
prescribed grazing.  Consider locating pipeline and watering troughs to reduce wear and tear on laneways and increase stock 
time on pasture.  Locate facilities to promote even grazing distribution and reduce grazing pressure on sensitive areas.  
Construct a concrete pad around troughs to protect this heavy use area from erosion.  Install troughs at junctions of paddocks.  
Conduct maintenance and repairs on the livestock watering facilities as needed.  Consult NRCS for engineering assistance.     
 
 
644 – WETLAND WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT 
Retaining, developing, or managing habitat for wetland wildlife species.  The purpose is to maintain, develop, or improve 
habitat for waterfowl, fur-bearers, or other wetland associated flora and fauna.  Wildlife habitat management is a 
conservation practice that enhances the natural resource base environmentally and aesthetically.  Wildlife habitat 
management practices also enhance the local ecosystem by providing natural weed and insect control. 
 
Assessment: 
The Borden Colony property currently provides suitable wildlife habitat for a variety of species.  There are wetlands on site 
adjacent to the Forge River.  The property is not being actively managed for wildlife.  A portion of the forestland along the 
river falls within NHESP Living waters Critical Supporting Watersheds.  There is also potential presence of an anadromous 
fish run, spawning habitat, barrier or fishway located along the eastern property boundary. 
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Recommendations: 
Continue to support and provide wetland wildlife habitat by maintaining and protecting the riparian forest buffer along the 
Forge River.  If active wetland wildlife management becomes an objective, identify species-specific management goals and 
objectives.  For the desired species, identify the types, amount, and distribution of habitat elements and the management 
actions necessary to achieve the management objectives.  The landowner shall obtain all necessary local, state and federal 
permits that apply for management activities.  Further wetland wildlife enhancement information is available through the 
local NRCS field office.   
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TOWN OF RAYNHAM 
OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN 

ADA SELF-EVALUATION REPORT 
 

PART 1 – ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
 

1.  Designation of an ADA Coordinator 
Dennis Machado, Building Commissioner, has been the Town’s ADA Coordinator since 
2009. (Please see appendix for letter of appointment). 
 

2. Grievance Procedure 
The Grievance Procedure for the general public in regards to ADA issues is in the 
appendix.  
 

3. Public Notice Requirements. 
Attached is a copy of the notice which is displayed at the Town Offices and other public 
buildings regarding compliance with ADA requirements. 
 

4. Participation of Individuals with Disabilities and Organizations Representing the 
Disabled Community. 
The survey of Conservation properties was carried out by Jim Ross, Executive Director 
of Community Partnerships, Inc. and Mark Wojtkonski, an individual with rather severe 
physical handicaps. 
 
The survey of the Town’s recreation facilities was carried out by Elizabeth Francis, the 
Director of the Recreation Department and Geraldine Bouchard a volunteer with mobility 
disabilities.  
 
The Gymkhana Building and corral was evaluated with the help of Handi-kids, Inc. and 
organization that services children with disabilities, and Essex Construction services, a 
contractor with many years of experience with accessibility issues. 
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PART II PROGRAM ACCESSIBILITY 
 
The Park and Recreation looked at various playing fields, conservation properties, the tot-lot 
playground at Borden Colony, tennis courts at Borden Colony and basketball courts adjacent to 
Merrill School (see attached evaluation inventory).   
 
The Town owns a large number of playing fields for softball, baseball and soccer.  As one might 
expect, all the fields and adjacent parking areas are on one level.  Many of the parking lots are 
not paved but are crushed gravel or merely hard-packed walkways to the courts all on one level 
with no barriers. 
 
The tennis courts have a paved parking area and a paved walkway to the courts all on one level 
with no barriers. 
 
The basketball courts similarly have paved parking areas and paved walkways with no barriers. 
 
Park and Recreation programs are open to people with disabilities.  The Department has received 
grants from the Commonwealth for summer programs aimed at providing assisting individuals 
who need one-on-one assistance to participate.  The Department also sponsors a swim program 
at the Raynham Athletic Club whose facilities are fully accessible.   One of the Department’s 
major programs is the Before and After School Day Care.  This program is fully accessible. 
 
The Conservation properties are under the control of the Conservation Commission.  Those 
properties were evaluated for accessibility (see inventory).  It is the recommendation of the 2009 
Open Space Update Committee that the Raynham State Forrest and the Forge River 
Conservation areas be considered for onsite accessible parking areas.    

 
PART III EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES 
 

1.  Recruitment 
 The method that the Town uses to announce jobs is in compliance with the ADA.   All 
interviews are conducted within the requirements of ADA guidelines. 
 

2. Personnel Actions. 
All activities are carried out within the guidelines and requirements of Section 504 and 
the ADA.   There is no information available to indicate that nay discriminatory actions 
have been conducted. 
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3. Leave Administration. 
The Town does not discriminate in regards to leave administration.  All actions relative to 
leave of absences, sick time or return to work actions are carried out within the 
appropriate guidelines and the union contract which follow ADA and Section 504 
requirements. 
 

4. Training 
All training, review periods etc. is carried out within the standards of the applicable 
department and all of which follow ADA and Section 504 requirements.   
 

5. Testing 
The Massachusetts Department of Personnel Administration tests are used for Civil 
Service positions.   The Town of Raynham does not conduct any testing for positions. 
 

6. Medical Examinations/Questionnaires 
All medical examinations are carried out after an offer of employment.  Only those 
positions that involve physical labor and require physical fitness are given medical 
exams. 
 

7. Social/Recreational Programs 
Although not a frequent occurrence, any social/recreational program sponsored by the 
Town for employees is open and accessible to employees with disabilities. 
 

8. Fringe Benefits 
All employee contracts call for and require the same levels of fringe benefits for all 
individuals employed by the Town. There is no evidence to show that any discrimination 
of this type has ever occurred. 
 

9. Collective Bargaining Agreements. 
The terms and practices of all collective bargaining agreement s contain no provisions 
that limit the abilities or participation of qualified employees with disabilities. 
 

10. Wage and Salary Administration. 
The Town of Raynham does not offer different types of rates of compensation for 
employees with disabilities.  All rates are consistent with bargaining agreements and 
contracts. 
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TOWN OF RAYNHAM 
2011 ADA PLAN 

(Update to the 2001 ADA Plan) 
November 15, 2011 

 
Introduction: 
 
The Town has had an ADA Coordinator since 1993 and most recently, Acting Building 
Commissioner Dennis Machado took over the position in 2009.  Mr. Machado is very 
familiar with the ADA and its requirements, having previously served in the position for 
many years.                                             
 
The Town has a grievance procedure in place for prompt and equitable  
resolution of complaints and has it posted in a prominent spot. 
 
The Town had sensitivity training for department heads in 2002 regarding ADA issues.  
A similar training version would make sense now because of the length of time that has 
elapsed and the number of new department heads. 
 
The town has made significant strides in bringing its facilities up to par since the 2001 
self-evaluation.  In 2002, the Town Offices/Police Station underwent renovation making 
them accessible.  In 2008 the town finished the complete renovation of an old school as 
its new Town Hall. The Police Department moved into the old Town Offices. The 
publicly accessible portion of the Police Station is now fully accessible. The Highway 
Garage and Park & Recreation Offices were also brought into compliance. The new 
Sewer Facility built in 2005, is completely accessible. 
   
General Government Policies and Procedures: 
 
The Town in the past has not sufficiently advertised the fact that qualified individuals 
with disabilities have an equal opportunity to participate and benefit from Town 
programs or that reasonable accommodations will be made to policies or practices to 
enable people with disabilities to participate in and benefit from Town programs. Since 
then, the town has done a better job in its advertising and planning. Programs and 
activities are always provided in the most integrated settings possible. 
 

TOWN OF RAYNHAM 
SELECTMEN AND BOARD OF HEALTH 

558 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
RAYNHAM, MASSACHUSETTS  02767 

TEL.#:  (508) 824-2707 
Board of Health:  (508) 824-2766 

FAX#:  (508) 823-1812 
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Departmental Services and Programs: 
 
Departmental services and programs are delivered on a non-discriminatory basis.  
Public safety, education, and public works are all services that are delivered to all 
residents and others without regard to disabilities.  Department heads are generally 
aware of the need to make all services and all programs available to people with 
disabilities. 
 
Some services and programs have been limited in the past because of lack of physical 
access. In the 10 years since the original plan was completed, substantial 
improvements have been made to Town facilities. 
 
Departments: 
 
Park and Recreation has been a leader in promoting programs on a non-discriminatory 
basis.  The corral used for horseback riding has been made more accessible allowing 
for handicapped horseback riding clinics to be held.  Modifications to the small 
(Gymkhana) building attached to the corral were also made allowing full accessibility 
including restrooms.  The Park and Recreation Office is now accessible, having been 
renovated with funds from a Federal CDBG grant in 2002. The removal of barriers 
means the office is accessible to all for program sign-up, meeting attendance, 
participation in rainy day activities, meeting of staff and volunteers. 
 
The Raynham Public Library has a large and growing selection of books on tape and 
large print material.  They also have wireless internet access. 
 
The general government offices are located in the Town Hall:  Board of Selectmen, Tax 
Collector/Treasurer, Assessors, Inspectional Services, Board of Health, Town Clerk, 
Veterans Office, and Planning and Economic Development.  All these departments 
moved into a new Town Hall in 2008 that is fully ADA compliant.  All services provided 
by these departments are delivered in a non-discriminatory manner.  
 
The Council on Aging provides a number of programs for senior citizens at its facility on 
King Philip St.  The building, constructed in 2000, is completely accessible.  The Council 
and its staff are keenly aware of the need to service seniors with disabilities and it 
provides access to its programs for all seniors. 
 
The Highway Department through the Planning Board Rules and Regulations, requires 
all newly constructed sidewalks to be ADA compliant.  Because of the reconstruction 
projects on North Main Street and South Main Street done in 2008-9, the Town’s most 
heavily used sidewalks are now ADA compliant. 
 
Employment Practices: 
 
The Town has reviewed its employment practices as required by the ADA. 
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It appears that there is no intentional discrimination against individuals with disabilities. 
 
An updated training session for all personnel with hiring authority in the legal 
requirements of ADA employment provisions was held in 2002.  The training ensured 
that they are aware of the need to make reasonable job accommodations to disabled 
workers.  It also ensured that they avoid unintentional discrimination in the way 
applicants are screened, interviewed and hired. 
 
Medical examinations are required for certain positions such as policemen, firemen and 
public works positions but are only performed after a conditional job offer is made.  The 
exam is based on the type of job for which the person has been hired. 
 
A follow-up examination of existing leave policies, employee benefit packages and 
union contracts revealed no discriminatory language or practices. 
  
Communication Access: 
 
Communication access by telephone is currently limited to the E911 Emergency 
Dispatch Center which has a TDD/TTY but no other department does. 
 
Since the 2001 report was done, the Town established a comprehensive web-site. The 
web site provides much needed and useful information about the Town to all residents 
and others. It is updated and improved on a regular basis. 
 
Update to the Town of Raynham 2001 Architectural Barrier Self-Evaluation: 
 
Following are the improvements made to Town of Raynham facilities since the 2001 
Architectural Barrier Self-Evaluation study was completed. 
 
Town Hall—The new Town Hall built in 2008 is fully accessible and meets ADA 
requirements. 
 
Police Station---As part of the Town Office/Police Station renovation/addition project 
done in 2002, the Police Station now has a fully accessible approach/ entrance.  The 
public access portion at the station meets ADA requirements. 
 
Fire Station—The Fire Station entrance was fixed with a small asphalt ramp.  Doorway 
into the Chief’s office and the rest room door is still not wide enough.  The rest rooms 
are not accessible lacking grab bars. 
 
Highway Department—The Highway Department constructed an accessible entrance in 
2006 that meets ADA requirements.  The rest rooms are now accessible.  There are 
now handicapped spaces with proper signage. 
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Park & Recreation Office—The Park & Recreation Office has an accessible entrance 
that was built in 2005.  Inside doorways were widened.  An accessible rest room was 
built on the first floor. 
 
Gymkhana Building—The Gymkhana Building now has an accessible entrance, 
completed at the same time as the Park and Recreation Office project. 
 
Gilmore Hall—Gilmore Hall has designated handicapped parking.  First floor rest rooms 
are not accessible because the doorways are only 29½” wide. Second floor rest rooms 
are accessible but there is a still a lack of accessibility to reach the second floor. 
 
The Raynham Public Library is not owned by the Town but the town does pay its annual 
operating budget.  Because of major renovations in 1992, the Library is fully accessible. 
 
Senior Center—The Senior Center is fully accessible with proper handicapped parking, 
entrances, rest rooms, signage, etc. 
 
Schools—The Town leases its schools to the Bridgewater-Raynham Regional School 
District but is responsible for all major construction and renovation. The Raynham 
Middle School, completed in 2004 is fully accessible. The LaLiberte School and Lillie B. 
Merrill School are both fully accessible following major renovations made in 2002-3. 
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TOWN OF RAYNHAM 
NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

 
The Town of Raynham does not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex, age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in its programs or activities.  Inquiries should be directed to Dennis 
Machado, Building Commissioner and ADA Coordinator, Town Hall, 558 South 
Main Street, Raynham, MA 02767, Telephone # (508) 824‐2708.  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Individuals with disabilities, who require assistance or special arrangements to 
participate I a program or activity sponsored by the Town of Raynham, please 
contact Dennis Machado at 508 824‐2708.  We request that you provide a 48‐
hour notice so that the proper arrangements may be made. 
 
 
Dennis Machado has been designated the ADA Coordinator for the Town of 
Raynham  
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TOWN OF RAYNHAM 
GRIEVANCE POLICY 

 
For the General Public 

  
EQUAL ACCESS TO FACILITES AND ACTIVITIES 

 
Maximum opportunity will be made available to reserve citizen comments, complaints, and/or to 
resolve grievance issues or inquiries. 
 
STEP 1: 
The Building Commissioner will be available to meet with citizens and employees during 
business hours. 
 
When a complaint, grievance, request for program policy interpretation or clarification is 
received either in writing or through a meeting or telephone call, every effort will be made to 
create a record regarding the name, address, and telephone number of the person making the 
complaint, grievance, program policy interpretation or clarification. If the person desires to 
remain anonymous, he or she may. 
 
A complaint, grievance, request for program policy interpretation or clarification will be 
responded to within ten working days (if person making complaint is identified) in a format that 
is sensitive to the needs of the recipient (i.e. verbally, enlarged type face, etc.). 
 
Copies of the compliant, grievance, request for program policy interpretation or clarification and 
response will be forwarded to the appropriate town agency (i.e. park commission, conservation 
commission). If the grievance is not resolved at this level it will be progressed to the next level. 
 
STEP 2: 
A WRITTEN GRIEVANCE WILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE Building Commissioner. 
Assistance in writing the grievance will be available to all individuals. All written grievances 
will be responded to within ten working days by the building Commissioner in a format that is 
sensitive to the needs of the recipient (i.e. verbally, enlarged type face, etc.). If the grievance is 
not resolved at this level it will progress to the next level. 
 
STEP 3: 
If the grievance is not satisfactorily resolved, citizens will be informed of the opportunity to meet 
and speak with the Board of Selectmen, with whom local authority for final grievance resolution 
lies. 
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TOWN OF RAYNHAM 
Statement of Grievance 

 
Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
 

 
NAME:           

ADDRESS:           

PHONE:           

 

Relationship to Town of Raynham: 

 

    Resident 

    Employee 

    Visitor 

    Other        (Describe) 

 

Description of Disability:           
             
              

Statement:             
             
              

What Action Are You Requesting?          
             
             
             
              

 

Signature:         Date:       
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage      X  A paved parking lot should be developed at the entrance 
to the trail closest to No. Main Street. 

# of total spaces      X   

# of handicapped spaces      X  If lot is developed, at least one HP spot should be 
designed, closest to the trail entrance.  

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance      X   

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

    X   

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign      X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X   

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access    X    Currently, a large gate prohibits access to trail for anyone 
with mobility impairments.  

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

    X   

Disembarking area at accessible entrance      X   

Surface evenly paved or hard packed      X   

No Ponding of water      X   

Walks      X   

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

    X   

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

  X     

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Hewitt’s Pond Preserve 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS:   Hewitts Pond would be  the most  interesting  conservation  site  to make accessible. The  resources here allow hiking, bird 
watching, fishing, canoeing, privacy, etc. The trail along the west end of the pond could be evened out with stone dust and packed. A canoe 
launch area could be developed  in the small cove where the trail begins near   North Main Street. Small attractive wooden bridges could 
span the two damned outlets from the pond. A fishing platform could be built allowing people with certain disabilities better access to that 
sport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage    X    Small off street lot could be developed, curb cut already 
available 

# of total spaces      X   

# of handicapped spaces      X   

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance      X   

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

    X   

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign      X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space 
or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is present 
(complies) 

    X   

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access         

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

    X   

Disembarking area at accessible entrance      X   

Surface evenly paved or hard packed    X     

No Ponding of water    X     

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

  X     

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

  X     

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into the 
space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened      X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and bottom 
riser (if no safety hazard and space permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of door      X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware 
that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. to 
top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of the 
fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Forge River Conservation Area 

Location:    South Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 in. 
in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. of 
door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS:  Although level and wide, the path is uneven and criss‐crossed in places with exposed roots. It is a very challenging hike for 
someone in a wheel chair. This site would lend itself very well to a self‐guided roped trail, ideal for sight impaired. This would be a good 
project for Boy or Girl Scouts or other civic group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage    X     

# of total spaces      X  A small  dirt parking lot with no marked lanes could easily 
be developed  

# of handicapped spaces      X  None now, but one could be developed and designated.  

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance      X   

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

    X   

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign      X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X   

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access         

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X      Street parking is at entrance to walking trail.   

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X       

Surface evenly paved or hard packed  X       

No Ponding of water    X     

Walks  X       

4 ft. wide minimum  X       

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp  X       

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

  X   
Although wide and level, the trail is natural and includes 
rocks and boulders.   

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

X     
A wide entrance to walking trail between two posts.  Posts 
are placed to keep vehicular traffic out.   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Raynham State Forest 

Location:    Locust Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Mark Wojtkonski (disabled) and Jim Ross, Conservation Commission Member 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS:   This  site, with modest grading and other work, would be  the  site easiest  to make accessible. We  feel  it  is also  the  least 
interesting of the 3 conservation areas for the typical visitor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Stone & rock  

# of total spaces  X      40 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      0 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance      X   

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

X       

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

  X     

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign    X     

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X  No curbs, gravel lot, and grass 

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

  X    Uneven gravel 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance    X     

Surface evenly paved or hard packed    X     

No Ponding of water  X       

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

  X     

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Reid Field 

Location:    Elm Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X       

# of total spaces  X      50 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      1 space 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance  X       

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

X       



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

X       

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign  X        

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X    

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

    X   

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X       

Surface evenly paved or hard packed  X       

No Ponding of water    X     

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

X       

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)    X     

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor  X       

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

  X     

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall    X     

Open knee space min. 30 in. width     X     

Open knee space min. 27 in. height    X     

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

  X     



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall  X       

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

X       

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor  X       

Grab Bars  X       

on back and side wall closest to water closet    X    Only one rail 

1¼ in. diameter  X       

1½ in. clearance to wall  X       

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor  X       

acid etched or roughened    X     



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long    X     

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor  X       

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

  X     

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

X       

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball and Football (Field 4, 5 Bettencourt, Field 6, 7 Babe Ruth not 
accessible) 

Location:    Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Paved 

# of total spaces        70 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces        3 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance  X       

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

  X    7.5’ W/ 4” Strip 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

X       

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign    X     

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X  No curb 

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X       

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X       

Surface evenly paved or hard packed  X       

No Ponding of water  X       

Walks      X   

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

    X   

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Merrill School – Baseball Field #3 

Location:    687 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X       

# of total spaces        100 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      3 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance  X      Entrances are grass and difficult to access 

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

X      One on gravel, two on paved surface 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

  X    Two signs, one sign missing 

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign    X    Signs are not at appropriate height 

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

  X   
No curbs, there is a gravel parking lot that runs into a grass 
area 

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

  X     

Disembarking area at accessible entrance    X     

Surface evenly paved or hard packed    X    No, stone dust and gravel 

No Ponding of water  X      Water collects along fence line 

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

X       

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Burke Soccer Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Gravel parking lot 

# of total spaces        100+ spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      2 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance  X       

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X  Not painted, gravel 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

X       

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign        One sign is compliant, one is on fence.   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

x       

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides  X       

Sloped sides  X       

All slopes not to exceed 1:12  X       

Textured or painted yellow    X     

Site Access  X       

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X       

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X       

Surface evenly paved or hard packed  X      Paved 

No Ponding of water    X     

Walks  X       

4 ft. wide minimum  X       

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp  X       

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

X       

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)    X     

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor    X     

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

  X     

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall    X     

Open knee space min. 30 in. width     X     

Open knee space min. 27 in. height    X     

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

  X     



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall    X     

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

  X     

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor    X     

Grab Bars    X     

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor    X     

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

  X     

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

  X     

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony Fields (Arruda and Griffith Fields) 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Parking lot 

# of total spaces  X      30 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces    X    0 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance      X  None 

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

X      Not marked 

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X  Not striped 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

  X     

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign    X     

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X   

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

  X    Entrance is not wide enough 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance    X     

Surface evenly paved or hard packed    X     

No Ponding of water  X       

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum    X     

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp    X     

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

  X     

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    North School 

Location:    Baker Road 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, at 
bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Parking lot 

# of total spaces  X      30 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      2 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance    X    Closest to building 

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. of 
accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided within 
100 ft. 

  X     

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. striped 
aisle between) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

  X     

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign    X     

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each space 
or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is present 
(complies) 

    X   

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

X       

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X       

Surface evenly paved or hard packed    X    Pavement needs repair 

No Ponding of water  X       

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

X       

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull side 
of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into the 
space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators accessible      X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely fastened      X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and bottom 
riser (if no safety hazard and space permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of door      X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have hardware 
that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. to 
top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet         

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of the 
fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor space 
30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    South School – Playing Field and Playground 

Location:    South Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 in. 
in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 36 
in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible signals      X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. of 
door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background color      X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X       

# of total spaces  X      45 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      0 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance    X     

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

X       

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

    X   

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign      X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X  No curb 

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

    X   

Disembarking area at accessible entrance  X       

Surface evenly paved or hard packed  X       

No Ponding of water  X       

Walks      X   

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

    X   

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet         

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    LaLiberte School – Athletic Fields and Playground 

Location:    777 Pleasant Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12    X     

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails    X     

Handrails on both sides    X     

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface    X     

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom    X     

Handgrip oval or round    X     

Handgrip smooth surface    X     

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”     X     

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail    X     

Non‐Slip surface    X     

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

  X     

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Parking lot  

# of total spaces  X      15 spaces  

# of handicapped spaces    X    0 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance      X   

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

    X   

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign      X   

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

    X  No curb cut, park is not accessible 

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access    X    Curbing around parking lot 

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

  X     

Disembarking area at accessible entrance    X    Entrance to park not accessible 

Surface evenly paved or hard packed  X       

No Ponding of water    X     

Walks    X     

4 ft. wide minimum    X     

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp    X     

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

  X     

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet         

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of 
each max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Johnson Pond 

Location:    North Main Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Ramps         

Slope maximum 1:12      X   

Minimum width 4 ft. between handrails      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails at 34 in. and 19 in. from ramp surface      X   

Handrails extend 12 in. beyond top and bottom      X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼” and 2”       X   

Clearance of 1½” between wall and wall rail      X   

Non‐Slip surface      X   

Level platforms (4 ft. x 4 ft.) at every 32 ft., at top, 
at bottom, at change of direction 

    X   

Parking         

Parking lot or garage  X      Gravel parking lot 

# of total spaces  X      75 spaces 

# of handicapped spaces  X      2 spaces 

HP spaces closest in lot to accessible entrance  X       

Where HP spaces cannot be located within 200 ft. 
of accessible entrance, drop‐off area is provided 
within 100 ft. 

    X   

Minimum width 12 ft. (or  two 8 ft. with 4 ft. 
striped aisle between) 

  X    Gravel not striped 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Sign with international symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of spaces 

X       

Sign min. 5 ft., max. 8 ft. to top of sign    X    Signs hung on fence 

Curbcut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present (complies) 

  X    No access to gates, grass slope 

Min. width 3 ft. excluding sloped sides      X   

Sloped sides      X   

All slopes not to exceed 1:12      X   

Textured or painted yellow      X   

Site Access      X   

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to accessible 
entrance 

  X    Grass area with slope 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance      X   

Surface evenly paved or hard packed    X     

No Ponding of water  X       

Walks    X    No walkways 

4 ft. wide minimum      X   

Slope Max. 1:20 (5%) if greater, treat as a ramp      X   

Continuous common surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ thick are securely fastened 

    X   

Entrances         

Primary public entrances accessible to person in 
wheelchair 

    X   

Level space extending 5 ft. from the door, interior 
and exterior of entrance doors 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least 18 inches clear floor area on latch, pull 
side of door 

    X   

Vestibule 4 ft. plus width of door swinging into 
the space 

    X   

Entrance(s) on level that makes elevators 
accessible 

    X   

Door mats less than ½” thick are securely 
fastened 

    X   

Door mats more than ½ thick are recessed      X   

Grates in path of travel have openings of ½ “ 
maximum 

    X   

Objects which protrude into entranceways (signs, 
lights, fixtures) are at least 80 inches above the 
floor 

    X   

Signs at non‐accessible entrance(s0 indicate 
direction to accessible entrance 

    X   

Stairs         

No open risers      X   

Nosing not projecting      X   

Handrails on both sides      X   

Handrails 34 inches above tread      X   

Handrail extends min. 1 ft. beyond top and 
bottom riser (if no safety hazard and space 
permits) 

    X   

Handgrip oval or round      X   

Handgrip diameter between 1¼ “ and 2”       X   

Handgrip smooth surface      X   

1½ “ clearance between wall and handrail      X   

Doors         



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Minimum 34 in. clear opening      X   

At least 18 in. clear floor space on pull side of 
door 

    X   

Closing speed min. 6 seconds      X   

Maximum pressure 15 lb. Exterior, 8 lb. Interior 
doors 

    X   

Threshold max. ½ in. high, beveled on both sides      X   

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no 
conventional door knobs or thumb latch devices) 

    X   

Hardware min. 36 in. max. 42 in. above the floor      X   

Door adjacent to revolving door is accessible and 
unlocked 

    X   

Doors opening into hazardous area have 
hardware that is knurled or roughened 

    X   

Public Restroom         

Doors comply with (Door Section)      X   

Vestibules comply with (Vestibule Section)      X   

5 ft. turning space measured 12 in. from the floor      X   

At least one SINK         

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height 32 in. 
to top of rim 

    X   

Extends at least 22 in. from the wall      X   

Open knee space min. 30 in. width       X   

Open knee space min. 27 in. height      X   

Faucets operable with closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

    X   



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

At least one Stall         

Accessible to person in wheelchair      X   

60 in. wide x 72 in. deep      X   

Stall door 36 in. wide      X   

Swings out       X   

self closing      X   

pull latch      X   

lock operable with closed fist, 32 in. above floor      X   

coat hook 54 in. high      X   

Toilet          

18 in. from center to nearest side wall      X   

42 in. min. clear space from center to farthest 
wall/fixture 

    X   

top of seat 17 in. ‐ 19 in. above the floor      X   

Grab Bars      X   

on back and side wall closest to water closet      X   

1¼ in. diameter      X   

1½ in. clearance to wall      X   

located 30 in. above and parallel to the floor      X   

acid etched or roughened      X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

42 in. long      X   

Toilet paper dispenser 24 in. above the floor      X   

One mirror set max. 38 in. to bottom(if tilted, 42 
inches) 

    X   

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc. ) at least one of each 
max. 42 inches above the floor 

    X   

Floors/Halls         

Each story one common level or ramped      X   

Floor surfaces non‐slip      X   

Carpeting high‐density, low pile, non‐absorbent, 
stretched taut, securely anchored 

    X   

Corridor width minimum 3 ft.      X   

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) which 
protrude into the path of travel minimum 80 in. 
above the floor 

    X   

Drinking Fountains(where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Basin rim max. 34 in. above floor      X   

Hand operated push button or lever controls      X   

Spouts located near front with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

    X   

If recessed, recess min. 30 in. width      X   

If recessed recess no deeper than the depth of 
the fountain 

    X   

If no clear knee space underneath, clear floor 
space 30 in. x 48 in. to allow parallel approach 

    X   

Public Telephones(Where provided 
at least one should comply) 

       

Highest operating part max. 54 inches above the 
floor 

    X   
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Access Survey for Parks, Recreation, and Conservation Facilities 

Facility/Site:    Borden Colony – Multi‐Purpose Field 

Location:    King Phillip Street 

Circle One:    Parks/Recreation    Conservation 

Surveyor:    Geraldine Bouchard (disabled) and Elizabeth Francis, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Additional comments will be at the end of the survey as numbered notes

Criteria  Yes  No  N/A Comment 

Access within 12 in. of phone, 30 in.. high by 30 
in. in width 

    X   

Adjustable volume control on headset and so 
identified 

    X   

Switches, Controls, Signals      X   

Switches and controls for light, heat ventilation, 
windows, fire alarms, thermostats, etc. minimum 
36 in., maximum 54 in. above the floor 

    X   

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18 in. 
above floor 

    X   

Warning signals have visual as well as audible 
signals 

    X   

Signs         

Min. 54 in., max. 60 in. above floor within 18 in. 
of door jamb or recess 

    X   

Letters/numbers 1 ¼ in. high min.      X   

Letters/numbers raised .03 in.      X   

Letters/numbers contrast with the background 
color 

    X   

COMMENTS: 
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Appendix 7. Raynham’s Priority Development & Priority Protection 
Plan 
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PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREAS 

PRIORITY PROTECTION AREAS 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Southeastern Massachusetts is growing rapidly.  As a region, we are developing nearly 8 
acres each and every day, or about 4½ square miles a year.  This is equivalent to fully 
developing an area the size of the Town of Somerset every 21 months. 
 
Development is inevitable; our region is a desirable place to live and work, and a certain 
amount of new growth is healthy.  But in the past, we have not always planned well for 
development, and the result has not always been an asset for our communities and region. 
 
Good development should be on sites that are matched to their intended uses.  Sites for 
more intensive development need good access, compatible abutting land uses, public 
water and sewer service nearby, and minimal environmental constraints.  These areas 
need to be located, mapped and appropriately zoned. 
 
Likewise, we need to plan to protect our most important natural areas.  These are the 
areas that contribute to our water supply, contain threatened or endangered species or are 
special due to their scenic or historic features. These areas also need to be located, 
mapped and appropriately protected. 
 
We must steer development toward the appropriate (priority development) areas and 
away from the critical (priority protection) areas in order to achieve the vision that we 
have for our communities. 
 
In conjunction with the South Coast Rail project and the Southeastern Massachusetts 
Commuter Rail Task Force, SRPEDD will be working with the cities and towns of the 
region to identify those areas that are the best ones for development and the best ones to 
be protected.  These will be the Priority Development Areas (PDAs) and Priority 
Protection Areas (PPAs) and we will be working with municipal officials and citizens to 
locate and designate these areas. 
 
 
WHAT ARE PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREAS?   
These are areas within a city or town that are capable of handling more development due 
to several factors, including good access, available infrastructure (primarily water and 
sewer), an absence of environmental constraints, and local support.  PDAs can range in 
size from a single lot to many acres.  Areas designated under state programs such as 
Chapter 43D (expedited permitting), Chapter 40R (smart growth zones) or Economic 
Opportunity Areas can be examples of PDAs.  Included in these designations will be the 
local recommendations for how these sites should be developed. 
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WHAT ARE PRIORITY PROTECTION AREAS?   
These are areas within a city or town that deserve special protection due to the presence 
of significant environmental factors and natural features, such as endangered species 
habitats, areas critical to water supply, scenic vistas, or areas of historic significance.  
Like PDAs, the protection areas can vary greatly in size.  Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs), aquifer recharge areas or designated priority habitats can be examples 
of PPAs. 
 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PDA/PPA DESIGNATIONS?  
This work is useful to all communities in making land use and zoning decisions.  But it 
may also be helpful when considering potential mitigation for the commuter rail project 
and may be utilized if a regional system of transfer of development rights is utilized.  The 
PDA/PPA information that is developed will also be integrated into the corridor plan for 
the South Coast Rail project. 
 
HOW DOES THE PROCESS WORK? 
SRPEDD assembled known data, local zoning bylaws, master plans and open space plans 
and worked with local planners, conservation agents, economic development officials, 
elected officials, interest groups, local organizations and citizens to review this 
information and refine it with local knowledge.  This process took several months in each 
community.  State officials will be consulted for their input and final recommendations 
will be brought before local officials and the Southeastern Massachusetts Commuter Rail 
Task Force. 
 
HAS THIS BEEN DONE BEFORE? 
Similar efforts undertaken by SRPEDD in 1997 and The Coalition of Buzzards Bay have 
completed pieces of this process, and that work will be incorporated into this effort.  
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The following pages reveal the work that members of the Town of Raynham identified as 
Priority Protection and Priority Development Areas in the spring of 2008. 
 
 
Table of Content: 
       
      I.       The Town of Raynham Priority Protection and Development Map......…….5 

II. Priority Development/Redevelopment Areas……...………………………..6 
III. Priority Protection Areas………………………………...………………….9 
IV. Combination Priority Development and Protection Areas………………...15 
V.       Working Maps……………………………………………………………..18 

 
Community Summary 
 
The Town of Raynham is located in southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Easton on 
the north, West Bridgewater on the northeast, Bridgewater and Middleborough on the 
east and Taunton on the south and west. Raynham is 16 miles north of Fall River and 30 
miles south of Boston. The town is a locus 
of regionally important water resources and 
wetland habitats, especially the Hockomock 
Swamp. The Hockomock Swamp is the 
largest swamp in New England and has been 
designated an Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern. Raynham is the 
heart of the Taunton River basin watershed. 
New residents have been increasingly 
attracted to Raynham by its suburban 
location and its rural small town character. 
Though the Town of Raynham recognizes it 
is at a crossroads. It is beginning to take 
essential steps to protect its natural 
resources and rural character. 
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Town of Raynham Priority Development/Redevelopment and Protections 
Areas 

I. Priority Development/Redevelopment 
 
1.      Route 138 and Ryan Iron Works   
 

 Route 138 Infill Site* 
The site is located on Route 138 southbound between the Raynham Park and 
Ryan Iron Works. The property consists of 10-acres and is primarily vacant land. 
Potential opportunities exist as a mixed-use redevelopment/expansion area. The 
CSX rail freight line is at the rear of the site. In addition to rail access, water and 
sewer is available. The site could also be designated as an Economic Opportunity 
Area (EOA).  

 
  Ryan Iron Works 

The Ryan Iron Works site is south of and adjacent to the in-fill site and fronts 
Route 138 with the CSX line in the rear. The site consists of 31 acres, with 14 
acres remaining vacant. At buildout 160,000 square feet of manufacturing space is 
projected.  This site offers rail and highway access, water and sewer. The area 
may provide additional expansion opportunity and EOA potential. 
 

Route 138 and Ryan Iron Works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*The Raynham Park, Route 138 and Ryan Iron Works are surrounded by the Hockomock 
Swamp, an Area of Critical Environmental Concern., The  potential exists to redevelop 
already developed land along Route 138, preferably with Low Impact Development (LID) 
and with  a natural buffer along the interface between the swamp and the developable area. 
The aim is to develop these areas in a way that will reduce impact on resources and minimize 

Protected Parcels 
• Hockomock Swamp 
 

Water Resource 
• Extensive Wetlands 
• Taunton River Watershed 
• Perennial Stream 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Globally Rare species 
• Priority Habitat 
• ACEC 

Soils  
• Sand & gravel 

Zoning 
• Industrial  
• Business 
 

Possible Use/Reuse 
• Mixed-use 
• In-fill expansion 
Municipal Water/Phase V Sewer  

Development Area 
• Route 138 
• Dog Track 
• Ryan Iron Works 
• CSX Rail 

21E Site 
• Raynham Dog Track site 
• Ryan Iron Works 
Historic Sites 
• Cemeteries  
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effects to the environment. The Town of Raynham is considering the development of a 
potential well site off of Hall Street and Laurel Lane. 
 

2.       Raynham Woods Commerce Center Designated Development Area 
 

The Raynham Woods Commerce Center is a 330-acre business park located on 
Route 44 at the Route 24/44 Interchange at Exit 13.  Currently the park is at 65% 
build-out and contains approximately 30 industries providing over 2,700 
employment opportunities throughout the greater Raynham area.  In addition, 
there are several new development and expansion projects planned and underway. 
The park offers transportation access, water, sewer and gas. Raynham has 
identified the location as a Designated Development Area and an EOA. The town 
is currently working on designating the remaining sites under the 43D for 
expedited permitting.      
 

Raynham Woods Commerce Center Designated Development Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.      Triangle Redevelopment Area (TRA)  

 
This area represents Raynham’s business district, extending between the Route 
138 corridor and CSX freight line from I-495 southward to the intersection of 
CSX and Route 138. The area consists of approximately 55+/-acres with several 
commercial plazas, infill and underutilized sites.  Included within this area are 
two sections targeted for mixed–use redevelopment: 

 Upper TRA (Carver Street / Route 138 mixed use block) 
 Lower TRA (Carver Street to Central Oil/ Route 138) 

The area has excellent transportation access and is served by water and sewer. 
The Lower TRA may have brownfield issues and both areas have EOA 
designation potential.  
 

Protected Parcels 
• None 

Water Resource 
• Wetland 
• Wooded deciduous swamp 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• None 
 

Soils  
• Sand & gravel 
• Till or Bedrock 

Zoning 
• Designated Development District 
 

Possible Use/Reuse 
• 43D permitted site 
 
 Municipal Water/ Sewer  

Development Area 
• Route 44 
• Raynham Woods Commerce Center 

21E Site 
• None 
Historic Sites 
• Prehistoric site 
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The Triangle Redevelopment Area also has historical significance associated 
within its boundaries. The Toll House, built in 1793, is located on Route 138. The 
original location is on what was known as the Toll Road, leading north to Boston 
and southeast to New Bedford. The Boston Turnpike was laid out over the old 
Toll Road. The Toll House was used to collect a fee from those herding the cattle 
from Brighton stockyards to areas of southeastern Massachusetts.  
 
The Milk Bottle is also a well know roadside commercial structure constructed in 
the 1930s for the Frates Dairy. The Milk Bottle is 50 feet tall and 20 feet in 
diameter. It still continues to run an ice cream counter window and small 
restaurant. Potential wetland constraints may exist.  

 
 
4.     Kmart Plaza Redevelopment site  

 
The Kmart Plaza is located at the Route 24/44 Interchange at Exit 13 and is a 14-
acre, underutilized commercial plaza with historical high vacancy rates (40% or 
more).  The property offers mixed-use redevelopment opportunities providing 
excellent transportation access and served by water and sewer.  The potential 
exists for EOA designation.  

 
 
Potential for Neighborhood Nodes, Village District and Civic Center District 
 
A neighborhood node is an active gathering place in the community, which is located 
within a neighborhood and provides essential goods and services within walking distance. 
Locating these uses close to residential neighborhood reduces the need to drive, puts 
more eyes on the street, offers greater opportunity for social interaction, and contributes 
to the overall neighborhood quality. Several areas within the Town of Raynham may be 
appropriate for neighborhood nodes. 
 
Town centers are hot into today’s development world. Interesting, pedestrian-friendly, 
and dynamic mixed-uses are increasingly preferred locations for working, living and 
playing. The Town of Raynham recognizes that there is potential to develop a Village 
District along South Main Street west near the municipal center. The Civic Center 
District located near the old Town Hall and Police/Fire Station would allow for public 
and institutional uses and possibly small scale businesses to serve the area’s employees 
and residents.  
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II. Priority Areas of Protection 
 
1. Hockomock Swamp (Area of Critical Environmental Concern or ACEC)  
  

The Hockomock Swamp and its associated wetlands and waterbodies comprise 
the largest vegetated freshwater wetland system in Massachusetts. A portion of 
the Hockomock Swamp ACEC is located in north Raynham. The wetlands act as 
a huge water reservoir and serve as the headwater for the Town River, which 
flows into the Taunton River. The wetlands and floodplain are hydrologically 
connected with an extensive underground water resource system of medium and 
high yield aquifer.  The swamp acts as a 7.5 million gallon storage and flood 
control mechanism that cost nothing to build or maintain. It is also a treasure for 
wildlife, including not only rare and endangered species but globally rare species.  
 
According to Massachusetts Historical Commission, the archaeological sites in 
and surrounding the area are known to span a period of 9,000 years. The value of 
this area is immeasurable as a water resource, flood and pollution control, wildlife 
sanctuary, historic and cultural significance and also a popular fishing and boating 
area.  
 
The designation of the Hockomock Swamp as an Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC) occurred in 1990, due to the quality, uniqueness and 
significance, of the natural and cultural resources. The boundaries of the 
Hockomock Swamp ACEC include approximately 17,000 acres. This includes the 
communities of Bridgewater, Easton, Norton, Raynham, Taunton, and West 
Bridgewater. The portion of the ACEC located in Raynham is in the northern 
portion of town, and Route 138 dissects this portion of 
the swamp. The Town of Raynham is considering the 
development of 
a potential well 
site off of Hall 
Street and 
Laurel Lane. 
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Hockomock Swamp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.        Gushee Pond, Hewitt Pond and Titicut Swamp 
  

The Gushee and Hewitt 
Ponds are the most 
accessible surface water 
bodies to the public. 
The town owns the land 
surrounding the 
perimeter of Hewitt 
Pond, with parking and 
a walking path for 
passive recreation. 
Gushee Pond is only 
partially owned by the 
town, and is only 
available by foot.  

 
Gushee Pond, located near the Bridgewater boundary line near Route 495, is a 47 
acre secluded water body. It has been designated by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as a natural Great Pond and is a part of the Hockomock Swamp 
ACEC. A mature mixed of deciduous and evergreen forest, bordering marsh and 
swamp communities exist here. Wildlife common to the area are deer, fox, 
raccoon, great blue heron and numerous songbirds 
 
The Hewitt Pond is a man made pond, which has resulted in several very 
interesting and uncommon open wetland habitats. Among these are a number of 

Protected Parcels 
• Hockomock Swamp 
 
Historical Significance  
• Prehistoric site 

Water Resource 
• Extensive Wetlands 
• Taunton River Watershed 
• Potential municipal water supply 
 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Globally Rare Species (TNC) 
• Priority & Estimated Habitat 
• Wetlands 
• Vernal Pool 

Soils  
• Sand and Gravel  
• Floodplain Alluvium 
• Till or Bedrock 

Zoning 
• Industrial 
 
Municipal water/Phase V Sewer  
21E Site 
Raynham Dog Track 

Development Area 
• Route 138 
• Raynham Dog Track 
• Ryan Iron Works 
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rare vegetated habitats, including the stream-side fen sedge meadow, shrub 
swamp, muddy shore (water pimpernel sp.) and open water. Associated with this 
area is the Willow Stem Borer Moth which is not only uncommon in 
Massachusetts, but is found no-where else in the world. The pond offers good 
habitat for a variety of wildlife. 
 
Titicut Swamp encompasses the entire area surrounding Hewitt Pond and a 
portion of the Forge River. The Titicut Swamp is only one of many major 
wetlands in Raynham. The swamp is the headwaters to the Forge River, which 
drains into the Taunton River. Wetlands help minimize the adverse impact of 
heavy rainfall and melting snow by holding water and slowly releasing it into a 
river system. They also act as aquifer recharge areas, which help maintain a high 
groundwater level, provide habitat, and purify streams by filtering pollutants.  
 
This area has been identified to contain priority habitat, estimated habitat, and 
Tier I and Tier II Globally Rare species identified by the Natural Heritage 
Endangered Species Program of Massachusetts and The Nature Conservancy. It 
also has significance as a large medium-yield aquifer.  
 

Gushee Pond, Hewitt Pond and Titicut Swamp 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protected Parcels 
• Hewitt Pond Preservation 
• Gushee Pond 
 
 
Historical Significance  
• 3 Prehistoric sites 
 

Water Resource 
• Wetlands 
• Taunton River Watershed 
• Forge River 
• Hewitt & Gushee Pond 
• Titicut Swamp 
• 100 year floodplain 
• Medium-yield aquifer 
• Public well 
• Dam maintenance  

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Globally Rare Species (TNC) 
• Priority & Estimated Habitat 
• Vernal Pool 
• Sensitive Natural Resource Area 

Soils  
• Sand and Gravel  
• Floodplain Alluvium 

Zoning 
• Farm & Forest District 
• Wetland District 
Well Water/Phase V Sewer  

Development Area 
• Some residential 
21E Site 
• None  
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3. Dead Swamp 
 

The Dead Swamp is located in the northern portion of Raynham and is bisected 
by Route 495. Wetlands are a dominant feature of Raynham’s landscape and the 
Dead Swamp is no exception. The swamp has large stands of upland cedar trees. 
This area has been identified as a priority protection area due to priority habitat, 
estimated habitat, and Tier I and Tier II Globally Rare species identified by the 
Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program of Massachusetts and The Nature 
Conservancy.  
 
Located within this priority protection area is the Rozenas Farm, which is located 
on the south side of Elm Street and extends to Route 495. Currently the farm is 
being used as a horse stable. The Rozenas Farm was selected as a Heritage 
Landscape through the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  
 
A study that was conducted for the development of Route 495 revealed evidence 
of a Native village dating from 9,000 years ago, including artifacts identified by 
the Public Archaeology Laboratories (PAL).   

 
Dead Swamp 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  The Oxbow and Taunton River 
  
  Oxbow 

Raynham has the only natural oxbow, 
which is located on the Taunton River. 
An oxbow is a U-shaped water body 
formed when a wider meander is cut off 
from the mainstem of a river. The U-
shaped piece of land is sometimes 
referred to as an island surrounded by 

Protected Parcels 
• None 
Historical Significance  
• Prehistoric site 

Water Resource 
• Wetlands 
• High and Medium Yield Aquifer 
• Taunton River Watershed 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Globally Rare Species (TNC) 
 

Soils  
• Sand and Gravel  
• Floodplain Alluvium 

Zoning 
• Wetland District 
• Residential A 
• Floodplain protection overlay 
• Aquifer protection overlay 
 
Municipal water/Phase V Sewer  

Development Area 
• Some residential 
• Route 495 
 
21E Site 
• None 
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the river. The Oxbow is considered a critical landscape in Raynham due to its 
unique flora and fauna and it is one of the larger areas of low freshwater tidal 
marshes in the Taunton River watershed. The upland area is predominately 
hardwood/floodplain oak forest. The Department of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) has identified the Oxbow as a Heritage Landscape. Recently, the 
Wildlands Trust protected the Oxbow and a farm field in association with 
the Taunton River. 
  

Taunton River 
There are two segment along the Taunton River Raynham has identified as 
Priority Protection Areas. Both locations are in the southern portion of town 
virtually forming the boundary line. The Taunton River is the longest coastal river 
in New England without dams and supports 45 species of fish and many species 
of shellfish. The watershed is the habitat for 154 types of birds, including 12 rare 
species. The eight-mile stretch of the river in Raynham is fresh water and 
narrower than the salt water portion. The Natural Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program have identified this area of the Taunton River a Priority Habitat. 
The Nature Conservancy has identified some of the same species along the river 
as globally rare.   Creating access points along the river will keep residents 
connected to this valuable natural and recreational resource. Maintaining a 
healthy buffer along the river’s edge will not only preserve the river, it may also 
protect landowners from the cost associated with flooding, while offering areas 
for species migration due to sea level rise. Support for protecting the Taunton 
River is strong at the local and State levels, including non-profit organizations. 
Several areas along the Taunton River are high priority for open space 
acquisition, particularly off South Street and the Oxbow. The Taunton River is 
currently being considered for Wild and Scenic designation. 

 
The Oxbow and Taunton River 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protected Parcels 
• Off Dean Street 
• Oxbow 
Historical Significance  
• Historic sites 
• Prehistoric sites 

Water Resource 
• Wetlands 
• Taunton River 
• Medium Yield Aquifer 
 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Globally Rare Species (TNC) 
• Priority Habitat 
• Sensitive natural resource area 

Soils  
• Sand and Gravel  
• Floodplain Alluvium 

Zoning 
• Residential A, B & C 
• Business 
• Floodplain protection overlay 
 

Development Area 
• Some residential 
 
21E Site 
• None 
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5.  Borden Colony and Farm 
  

The Borden Colony area is nearly 250 acres of town-owned land, which fronts 
both sides of King Philip Street. The property is currently being utilized as a 
recreation center, with soccer and baseball fields, tennis courts, a senior center 
and recreation department facility. The agricultural fields during World War I 
were used to provide produce for the Taunton State Hospital and are presently 
leased to area farmers. The Borden State Hospital located here was used to nurse 
shell-shocked patients back to health. The State turned over three parcels of land 
including the buildings to the Town of Raynham a number of years ago. The 
community would like to continue to acquire property that abuts the Borden 
Colony area to strengthen open space and allow farming to continue in the 
agricultural fields. The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) have identified Borden Colony as a Heritage Landscape. 

 
 
6.  Pine Swamp 
 

The Pine Swamp is approximately 240 acres area located west of the Town 
Center near North Thrasher Street. According to historic records the swamp was a 
large pond during the 1600s. The area is virtually impassable except along the 
perimeter and by the abandoned railroad that bisects the 
swamp. The area contains a variety of flora and fauna 
including a number of rare and endangered species 
supported by an Atlantic White Cedar forest. In 
addition, the area acts as flood and pollution control 
measure with high value as a ground water recharge 
area. The Town of Raynham owns most of the Pine 
Swamp.  
 
The Pine Swamp has been identified in the Raynham 
Open Space Plan as a unique feature along with the 
Oxbow, Hockomock, Titicut, and Dead Swamps. The 
Town of Raynham has plans to develop an approved 
municipal well site off Broadway. 

 
7.  Wilbur Pond 
 

Wilbur Pond is the headwaters of the Forge River and Pine Swamp Brook and is 
connected to King’s Pond. The outflows are located off of Mill Street and King 
Philip Road respectively and are south of Dead Swamp. The area associated with 
Wilbur Pond has been identified as having globally rare species, priority and 
estimated habitat. 
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8. Dam Lot Brook 
  

Located within the eastern portion of Raynham, the Dam Lot Brook abuts Route 
24 on the west, Old King Street to the north, and Judson Street to the south. This 
brook flows through Jones Pond, situated near Orchard Street, to the Taunton 
River. 

 
9. Bassett Brook 

 
Bassett Brook is a stream and extensive wetland area located in east Raynham. 
The brook is bordered by Route 495 to the northeast, Forest Street to the south, 
Locust Street to the west and a small residential area off of Pleasant Street to the 
north. The area associated with Bassett Brook has been identified as having 
globally rare species, priority and estimated habitat. 

  
 

III. Combination Priority Areas 
 
Some areas within the Town of Raynham have yet to be determined as to whether they 
will become areas of development, protection or a combination of both. The sites listed 
below represent those areas: 
 
 
1. Raynham Park  

 
The Raynham Park site is located on Route 138 and contains approximately 90 
acres.  Potential exists at this location for a Transit-Oriented Development (TOD). 
It has additional potential as a mixed-use redevelopment area. The property 
directly abuts CSX rail freight and provides transportation access, water and 
sewer. The site may also be considered for Economic Opportunity Area 
designation (EOA). Given the sensitivity of the surrounding Hockomock Swamp, 
an Area of Critical Environmental Concern, the potential exist to redevelop 
existing developed land along Route 138 utilizing Low Impact Development 
(LID) and create a natural buffer along the interface between the swamp and the 
developable area. The aim of LID is to develop areas in a way that will reduce 
impact on resources and minimize effects to the environment.   

 
 
2.        Westside Designated Development Area  
 

This area contains approximately 70 acres and is primarily vacant and 
underutilized, except for the Market Basket shopping plaza. A Wal-Mart and 
Market Basket has been proposed for this location. The area is situated on Route 
138 and CSX line defines the rear of the site. The area provides opportunities for 
mixed-use redevelopment and offers access, water and sewer. Raynham has 
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identified the site as a Designated Development Area and could be a potential 
EOA. Potential wetland constraints may exist. 
 

Westside Designated Development Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.         Pre-cast mixed use redevelopment site  
 

A vacant, 55-acre site is situated on Route 138 adjacent to the Raynham Park. It is 
the former location of pre-cast manufacturing and RV sales and storage. This 
property could serve as a mixed-use redevelopment project and potential 
Economic Opportunity Area (EOA). The site offers access, water and sewer 
service. Potential wetland constraints may exist. 
  

Pre-cast mixed-use redevelopment site 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protected Parcels 
• Night and Day Golf Club 
 

Water Resource 
• Extensive Wetlands 
• Taunton River Watershed 
• Public water supply 
• High-yield aquifer 
• Medium-yield aquifer 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Priority Habitat 

Soils  
• Sand & gravel 

Zoning 
• Industrial 
• Aquifer protection overlay 
• Flood protection overlay 

Possible Use/Reuse 
• Proposed Wal-Mart 
• Mixed-use 
 
Municipal Water/Phase III Sewer  

Development Area 
• CSX rail 
• Route 138 
 

21E Site 
• None 
Historic Sites 
• Prehistoric site 

Protected Parcels 
• Tier II Globally Rare species 
• Priority Habitat 
• Vernal pools 

Water Resource 
• Extensive Wetlands 
• Taunton River Watershed 

Natural Resource Protection Areas 
• Natural Communities 
• Priority Habitat 
• Globally rare 

Soils  
• Sand & gravel 
• Till & bedrock 

Zoning 
• Business 
• Residential 

Possible Use/Reuse 
• Mixed-use 
Municipal Water/Phase V Sewer  

Development Area 
• Route 138 
• Raynham Dog Track 

21E Site 
• Two sites 
Historic Sites 
• None 



Raynham Priority Protection & Development Areas                                                          
 
 

 
            South Coast Rail Project 
            Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District - 16 - 
 

 
 
 
4. Route 44E/ Church Street mixed use redevelopment area   

 
The Route 44/Church Street mixed-use redevelopment area is located west of the 
Taunton River on Route 44 and consists of underutilized development and in-fill 
sites. The area has access and water but limited sewer.  The town has identified 
potential mixed-use redevelopment opportunities for the area. This area has 
largely been left undeveloped due to extensive wetlands, streams, riverfront area 
and associated floodplains.. A stream that flows west to east into the Taunton 
River is a healthy and viable brook trout stream. 

 
 
5.         South Street West/Richmond Street Mixed Use Redevelopment Center   
 

This area is located on Richard Street off Route 44 (EB) at the Route 24 
Interchange, Exit 13.  The area has an existing commercial plaza surrounding by 
retail and service related activities. Adjacent to the plaza is a potential expansion 
area offering mixed-use, low impact development (LID) opportunities including 
small-scale business services and other activities. The area provides excellent 
highway access adjacent to Routes 44 and 24 and is served by both water and 
sewer.       
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Appendix 8. Standards for Sidewalks, Bikes, and Roads 
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Standards for Sidewalks, Bikes, and Roads 

 
Construction Priority Of New Sidewalks* 

 

Gaps Within One Half Mile Roadway Classification 
 Arterial Collector Local 
Schools 1 2 3 
Churches 1 2 3 
Parks/Recreation Areas 2 3 4 
Shopping 3 4 5 

* Priority ratings range from 1 for the highest and 5 for the lowest. 
 
The  above priority plan  can be used  to  assist  in  scheduling  the  construction of new  sidewalks  as 
funds  become  available,  while  the  following  recommended  guidelines  provide  some  design 
specification and standards to be followed during construction. 
 
The recommended guidelines for replacement and installation of sidewalks were developed with the 
aid  of  two  research  publications22.    The  following  table  provides  a  set  of  guidelines  that  can  be 
followed  when  new  sidewalks  are  to  be  constructed  or  existing  sidewalks  are  replaced.  The 
information in the table may be used to determine where sidewalks should be provided based on the 
roadway classification and whether or not the sidewalk is being considered along an existing or new 
road. 
 
Recommended Guidelines For Sidewalk Installation 

 

Land Use / Roadway 
Classification 

New Urban & 
Suburban Streets 

Existing Urban & Suburban  

Commercial & Industrial /  
All Streets 

Both sides Both sides. Every effort should 
be made to add sidewalks where 

they do not exist. 
Residential / Major 

Arterials 
Both sides Same as above. 

Residential / Collectors Both sides  Multi-family – both sides.  
Single family dwellings – prefer 
both sides, require at least one 

side. 
Residential / Local 

Streets More than 4 
units/acre 

Main roads:  both sides  
Side Street:  one side 

Prefer both sides,  
require at least one side. 

1 to 4 units/acre Prefer both sides;  
require at least one 

side. 

One side preferred. 

Source: Transportation Research Board, NCHRP 139, Pedestrian and Traffic Control Measures. 
 

                                                       
22 Transportation Research Board, National Cooperative Highway Research Program No. 139, Pedestrian and Traffic‐Control 
Measures, Washington, DC, November 1988.  Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, A Manual 
for Planning Pedestrian Facilities, Washington DC, June 1974. 
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To supplement  the  information  in  the  table,  the  following set of standards has been developed  to 
assist  in  the  decision making  process  and  provide  some  general  design  guidelines  to  be  followed 
during construction: 
 
1. Any  local street within  two blocks of a school site  that would be on a walking  route  to  school 

should have a sidewalk on at least one side.   
2. Sidewalks may be asphalt. 
3. Sidewalks  may  be  omitted  on  one  side  of  new  streets  where  that  side  clearly  cannot  be 

developed and where there are no existing or anticipated uses that would generate pedestrian 
trips on that side. 

4. Where there are service roads, the sidewalk adjacent to the main road may be eliminated and 
replaced by a sidewalk adjacent to the service road on the side away from the main road. 

5. Where there is new development of 10 or more units, developer must provide up to  2000 feet 
of sidewalk in order to connect subdivision to an existing or planned sidewalk system. 

6. All  new  sidewalks  should  be  at  least  five  feet  wide  and  must  comply  with  the  access 
requirements/standards detailed in the Americans with Disabilities Act and Amendments. 

7. Where the right‐of‐way exists, there should be a grass buffer with no trees of at  least three or 
four feet between the edge of roadway and the edge of the sidewalk. 

8. Vertical granite curbs are desired to provide a barrier between motor vehicles and pedestrians 
when the sidewalk is within ten feet of the traveled way. 

9. Trees  should  be  planted  and maintained  on  private  property  as  part  of  a  new  development 
project. 

10. In order to accommodate sidewalks, the right of way should be widened  
11. Along historic and scenic roads, existing stone walls should be relocated to accommodate a wider 

right of way. Sidewalks should be provided in a natural setting. The right of way should be set at 
40 ft. but the paved areas will vary with the amount of projected traffic and the available right of 
way. (See following table, Suggested Street Standards) 

 



Town of Raynham 2012 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

 

Suggested Street Standards 
 

Characteristic Arterial* Type of Street 
Collector 

Local Open Space 
Subdivision 

Width     
Right-of-way 64 ft. 60 ft. 40 ft. 40 
Pavement - total 40 ft.* 26-36 ft. 24 or 26 ft. 22-26 

(15’ if one way) 
- travel lanes 2 x 12 ft. 2 x 10 ft. 2 x 12 ft. 2 x 10 ft. 
- shoulder & parking 2 x 8 ft. 2 x 8 ft. 1 x 8 ft. ? 
Sidewalk/Bikeway 2 x 5 ft. 2 x 5 ft. 1 or 2 x 5 ft. required 
Curbing varies required required required 
Minimum Horizontal Radius 1000 ft. 500 ft. 200 ft. or less  
Grade     
Minimum 0.6% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 
Maximum 6% 8% 12% ? 
Intersection     
Minimum intersection angle 80% 75% 60% 60% 
Minimum intersection offset 250 ft. 125 ft. 125 ft. ** 
Sight stopping distance 400 ft. 250 ft. 200 ft. 200 ft. 
Speed Permitted     
Maximum 50 mph 35 mph 25 mph  

* Minimum, heavier volumes of traffic may require more travel lanes. 
** Function of number of homes in sub-division; over 50 homes-200 ft.  

 
    Source:  Generally accepted standards - compiled and revised by Highway Engineer, Town of Raynham  

 
Hierarchy; paved surface widths 
Streets shall be permitted with paved widths less than that required for conventional subdivisions, as 
follows: 
Minor local street ‐ minimum paved surface width of 22 feet, if it will carry no more than 200 average 
daily trips, and prohibit on‐street parking; unless one way. 
Major local street ‐ minimum paved surface width of 24 feet, if it will carry no more than 350 average 
daily trips and prohibit on‐street parking. 
Divided street  ‐ with paved surface widths as appropriate to major or minor  local streets with two 
street segments combined. 

 




