
 

 

 

April 24, 2019 
6:30 PM Regular Meeting 

SRPEDD, 88 Broadway, Taunton, MA 02780 
 

AGENDA 
 

  

1. Call to Order, Introductions, and Welcome  
2. Presentation: Rick Carey, NE Director of Transit & Rail, VHB, with an update on progress 

to date of Phase 1: South Coast Rail (SCR), with specific reference to communities of 
Middleborough, Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford 

3. Approval of Minutes – March 27, 2019*  
4. Reports 

a. Chair  
b. Executive Director  

5. Consent Agenda 
a. Regional Reviews*(Vote to receive and place on file) 
b. Contract/Grant Approvals* (Vote) 

6. Committee Reports 
a. Finance Committee *(Scheduled to meet on 4/18- report to be provided at 

Commission meeting; Vote to receive and place on file)   
b. Personnel Committee * (Scheduled to meet on 4/18, report to be provided at 

Commission meeting; Vote to receive and place on file)   
c. Joint Transportation Planning Group/MPO* (Vote to receive and place on file) 
d. RESC (Met on 4/16- minutes to be provided at Commission meeting; Vote to 

receive and place on file) 
7. Grant Awards, Funding Availability Notifications/Grant-Writing Authorizations, and 

Letter of Support Requests 
8. Old Business 

a. Technical Assistance* (Vote to receive and place on file) 
9. New Business 

a. 2019 DLTA Regional Agricultural Planning (Attachment)  
10. Roundtable: Opportunity for Commissioners to provide updates on local topics, projects 

or matters of regional interest  
11. Adjourn 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS:   May 22, 2019 SRPEDD Annual Mtg- Fireside Grill, Middleborough 
                                    To Register:  https://conta.cc/2KJ65BD 

June 26, 2019; July 24, 2019; No mtg in Aug; September 25, 2019 
 

 
NOTE:  An Exec. Cmte Meeting will be convened in the absence of a Commission quorum. 
* Included 

https://conta.cc/2KJ65BD
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Baker comes up with South Coast Rail financing 

Completion date moved back a year to late 2023 

Bruce Mohl Commonwealth Magazine Apr 22, 2019  

This story was updated at 5:50 p.m. 

GOV. CHARLIE BAKER followed through on a first-term campaign promise on Monday by 

dedicating more than $1 billion in state bond funds to the South Coast Rail project, which is now 

expected to be completed after his second term ends. 

The funding commitment followed three cost and schedule reviews of the commuter rail project 

and the development of a consensus cost estimate of $1.047 billion, up from an earlier estimate 

of $935 million. The review also concluded that it would take a year longer to complete rail 

service between Boston and Fall River and New Bedford, moving the completion date from late 

2022 to late 2023. 

Transportation Secretary Stephanie Pollack said the US Army Corps of Engineers has approved 

the final federal permit needed for the project to proceed. With the permit in hand and a 

financing plan in place, Pollack said, the project will be able to move forward quickly. “It’s full 

speed ahead on South Coast Rail,” she said. 

Joseph Sullivan, the mayor of Braintree and a member of the Department of Transportation 

board, heralded the announcement after 25 years of waffling back and forth on the project by 

state officials. “For once we can finally say South Coast Rail is going to be built,” he said. 

The financing plan represents a huge commitment by the governor. He was already planning to 

boost transportation capital spending over the next five years, including funding increases for 

next year of $300 million for the Department of Transportation and $373 million for the MBTA. 

But now he intends to toss another $1 billion into the mix without requiring his transit agencies 

to trim back elsewhere. 

“It is not a zero-sum game,” Pollack declared, adding that the governor’s decision shows how 

spending on transportation can go up without raising additional revenues, presumably a reference 

to the tax and fee increases that are the talk of Beacon Hill. 

But Pollack did acknowledge that the governor’s decision on South Coast Rail represents a 

choice of priorities. Baker’s plan will be funded with nearly $461 million in state general 

obligation bonds and another $549 million in rail enhancement bonds, which are financed by gas 

tax money. 

The general obligation bond money will come from expected increases in the so-called bond cap 

(basically the amount the state can borrow) over the next five years. One analyst said the 

governor’s approach means all of that new borrowed money will be going to South Coast Rail 

and none to other projects in state government. 

“It is a choice,” Pollack said. “The governor made South Coast Rail the top priority for the use of 

available new bond cap because he feels it was a promise made to that region a very long time 

ago and it’s time for someone to keep the promise.” 
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But there are many who wonder whether the governor’s campaign promise is the wisest use of 

the funds. Others worry the line will fail to attract enough customers, generating annual deficits 

that will require enormous ongoing subsidies. Pollack said state officials never gave any 

consideration to asking New Bedford and Fall River to chip in money for the project in the way 

Somerville and Cambridge supported the Green Line extension. 

The South Coast Rail project would extend the Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail link to 

Pilgrim Junction in Middleborough and then over to East Taunton before heading south to Fall 

River and New Bedford over reconstructed rail lines. The project calls for the construction of six 

new stations and two new layover facilities for the diesel-powered trains that will provide service 

on the line. 

The Middleborough-focused South Coast Rail service is officially described as Phase 1, with 

Phase 2 to be an all-electric service extending the Stoughton Line with an estimated total project 

cost of $3.2 billion. Pollack gave no update on Phase 2 during her presentation Monday; Phase 2 

had been scheduled to be completed by 2030. 

Once completed, the trip between New Bedford and South Station on the South Coast line is 

expected to take at least 90 minutes. There will only be three peak AM and PM trips each day, 

with a total of 13 total trips. Ridership projections have been iffy, with estimates of 1,600 daily 

riders in 2030 and 3,900 in 2040. 

Joseph Aiello, the chairman of the MBTA’s Fiscal and Management Control Board, asked James 

Eng, the MassDOT employee who has been overseeing South Coast Rail so far, what it would 

cost to operate and maintain the South Coast Rail line once it is completed. Eng said he didn’t 

have that information, and probably wouldn’t have it for at least three months. 

“That’s totally unacceptable,” said Aiello, who has been wary of committing to big projects 

without first having an idea of the long-term operating costs. 

Eng quickly said he would have an estimate in 30 days. 

Sen. Mark Montigny of New Bedford issued a statement on Monday calling the financing plan a 

welcome development. But he was still troubled by the design of the project and its timing. 

“We still have a long way to go to ensure proper ride times and schedules for New Bedford 

residents who have been more than patient in this decades-long wait,” he said. “With this in 

mind, it is unacceptable to push the completion date back to 2023. MassDOT and the MBTA 

must stick to the 2022 completion schedule. Anything less signals that we should simple defer to 

the original Stoughton route with electric rail as Phase 1 was promoted as an interim, near-term 

solution only.” 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/22/19 

AGENDA ITEM: Minutes, # 3
 

Minutes -Draft 
Commission Meeting – March 27, 2019 

Present: 
Commissioners 
J. Callahan, Berkley  B. Maki, Carver  R. Espindola, Fairhaven R. Garbitt, Lakeville 
B. Mancovsky, Lakeville A. Horowitz, Mansfield  J. Henry, Marion  E. Marum, Marion 
J. Robbins, Mattap. C. Diegoli, Middleborough J. Marchitto, No. Attle.   M. Clarner, No. Attle. 
R. Stefanelli, Norton  S. Hornsby, Norton C. Yarworth, Plainville J. Teixeira, Raynham  
W. Costa, Rehoboth S. D’Amico, Seekonk  P. Dunn, Seekonk L. Mendes, Somerset 
G. Hovorka, Swansea K. Shea, Taunton A. Slavin, Wareham  S. Ouellette, Westport  
J. Whitin, Westport  
  
Guests/Staff: 
L. Bradley, Middleboro S. Ollerhead, Norton  J. Christensen, EntryPoint G. King, SRPEDD 
P. Mission, SRPEDD  J. Walker, SRPEDD  H. Zincavage, SRPEDD 
     
Absent: 
H Young, Acushnet  S. Jones, Attleboro  G. Ayrassian, Attleboro S. Leary, Berkley                 
S. Cole, Carver  L. Miller, Dartmouth  D. Wender, Dartmouth    P. Benvie, Dighton 
R. Fleurent, Jr. Fairhaven     C. Viveiros, Fall River     B. Roth, Fall River  C. McKay, Freetown  
D. DeManche, Freetown  R. Burgmann, Mattap. L. Dalpe, Middleborough  T. Harkin, New Bedford  
J. Ponte, New Bedford  C. Sullivan, Raynham F. Vadnais, Jr., Rehob.  S. Szyndlar, Rochester 
R. Fenstermaker, Somer.  J. Hansen, Swansea B. Carr, Taunton G. Barrett, Wareham  
P. Sullivan, NB A/L C. Williams, NB A/L  M. Ferreira, Taunton A/L 
  
1. Call to Order and Introduction of Commissioners.   

 
2. Presentation: Jeff Christensen, EntryPoint Networks – Mr. Christensen presented on subject of 

dynamic broadband, and concept of freeing network infrastructure by municipalities from control of 
internet service providers (ISPs). Questions were taken at the end of the presentation. Mr. Slavin 
referenced that the purpose of the presentation, in addition to introducing the topic (Mr. Christensen 
has been assisting a number of municipalities across the state with their installation of fiber, and had 
also met with the Town of Fairhaven), was to see if there was interest among Commissioners in having 
staff perhaps convene a standalone workshop or forum on the subject, for local officials and other area 
stakeholders to attend and explore possibilities in depth. 
 
In addition to technical questions for Mr. Christensen, Mr. Espindola shared that Fairhaven has a 
$600,000 broadband project underway, that hopefully will eventually pay for itself. Ms. Garbitt 
mentioned that Lakeville did the same as well with the help of TMLP with a fiber network.  Mr. 
Christensen mentioned that per home is about $3,500 for broadband to be installed. The homeowner 
would have to treat extension to the home of this high-bandwidth fiber like a water or sewer hookup, 
with the prospect of ultimately being freed up from whatever current provider monopoly, unjustified 
monthly fees, or bandwidth limitations they were currently grappling with. Mr. Mendes suggested that 
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TMLP should be invited along with Mr. Christensen, upon which Mr. Walker indicated that the ideal 
would be for it to be a panel discussion. Mr. Slavin requested that a standalone workshop or forum, 
with panel discussion be scheduled for interested SRPEDD municipalities to attend. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes –  January 23, 2018 -  A motion was made and seconded to approve the January 
        23, 2019 meeting minutes. VOTED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
4. Reports – 

 
a. Vice Chair – Vice Chairman Slavin mentioned that he had MMA legislative meeting in Mansfield this 

past Friday. Looking at $100 per student for education, with an increase in circuit breaker by $20m. 
Possible update of rules concerning marijuana, including reviews of host agreements, and possible 
elimination of any fees over 3%. He indicated that delivery and social club rules are pending. 
 
The legislative committee also discussed public television in advance of the formal ruling coming in 
April. There is a good possibility that local cable providers will be limited to 5% fee only, with any other 
contributions to come out of the 5%.  
 
New bill on pension and collecting unemployment. Hours allowed to work after retirement at the 
municipal level increased to 1200 hours.  New rules proposed on disability, along with unfunded 
mandate bill that failed.  He also mentioned that a number of recycling bills are coming, and that we 
really need to look at Mansfield, Norton, Easton, Foxboro for regional waste water and dispatching 
service; that they are currently selling space. 
 

b. Executive Director-  Mr. Walker announced that the upcoming 2019 SRPEDD Annual meeting will be 
held at Barrett’s Fireside Grille in Middleboro on Wednesday, May 22, with Chief Michael Winn from 
COMM Fire District in Barnstable serving as this year’s Keynote. He mentioned that the annual call 
for Nominations for Commissioner of the Year, Distinguished Service and Special Recognition awards 
were provided in hardcopy to everyone on the way in, and be emailed to everyone as well. Online 
registration for the meeting will be opening shortly.  Lastly, Mr. Walker mentioned that annual 
Commissioner (Re)Appointment forms will likewise be going out, together with At-At-Large 
Commission forms, with the request that everyone please get them in in advance of the upcoming 
deadline by the end of April.  

 
5. Consent Agenda - 

 
a. Regional Reviews – Vice-Chairman Slavin referred the members to the ENF section of the packet. 

   
    The following were noted and voted to be received by Commissioners and placed on file. VOTED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

ENFs SUBMITTED: 
 

1. Project Title/Location: East Main Street (Route 123), Norton, MA 
Address: East Main Street (Route 123) 
Project Proponent: Transportation Improvements 
Project Description: An Expanded Environmental Notification Form (EENF) has been submitted on 
behalf of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) for the proposed roadway 
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improvements along 1.7 miles of East Main Street (Route 123) in Norton. The improvements include 
the installation of an ADA compliant sidewalk, widening of the roadway to create a 5-foot wide 
shoulder, rehabilitation of roadway pavement, and improving existing sidewalks on the south side of 
East Main Street. New traffic signals are proposed on East Main Street at the interchange of the I-495 
Northbound and Southbound ramps. The project will create 0.81 acres of new impervious area and will 
alter 174 s.f. of bordering vegetated wetland (BVW), and 89,924 s.f. of riverfront area. The project is 
located in the Canoe River Aquifer and Three Mile River Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) 
and includes Estimated and/or Priority Habitat of State-Listed Rare Species. 

 
Received by SRPEDD: January 22, 209 

 
2. Project Title/Location: Riverfront Alternative Analysis, Middleborough, MA 

Address: 58 Cross Street 
Project Proponent: Residential, the Town of Middleborough 

Project Description: The project site consists of an existing 3-bedroom house, garage, and paved 
driveway as well as an existing water service line and septic system. Per the request of the 
conservation agent, a silt fence has already been installed for erosion control at the site but an 
additional silt fence is proposed. To cut down on unnecessary regulatory effort, two activities are being 
proposed within this project. The first activity proposed is the construction of a garage within the 1 00' 
buffer zone to a bordering vegetated wetland (BVW) and within the 200' riverfront area to a perennial 
stream. This construction will have no significant adverse impacts on the riverfront area because less 
than 10% of the total riverfront area on the project parcel will be disturbed by the garage addition per 
310 CMR 10.58(4)(d)1. A silt fence will be installed around the proposed garage construction area. 

The second activity proposed includes the restoration of 5,475 s.f. of resource area within the 100' inner 
riparian zone. This restoration is proposed to reverse the adverse impact that has been made to the 
resource areas due to unpermitted cutting and clearing done within the Purchase Brook Riverfront Area, 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland, and Flood Zone A. Restoration details include the planting of 9 Red 
Maples (FAC), 10 Red Osier Dogwoods (FACW), 8 Northern Arrowwoods (FACW), 28 Cinnamon Ferns 
(FACW) and 20 Sensitive Ferns (FACW). A silt fence has already been installed per the request of 
conservation commission at the limit of the proposed restoration work.  Silt fences will remain in place 
until the site has been fully stabilized.  
 
Received by SRPEDD: February 4, 2019 

 
3. Project Title/Location: Routes 24 and Route 140 Interchange Improvements (formerly First Light 

Resort Casino) 
Address: Route 24 and Route 140 Interchange 
Project Proponent: MassDOT, the City of Taunton 
Project Description: MassDOT is now the proponent of the interchange project. Since the FEIR was 
filed by the Mashpee-Wampanoag Tribe, MassDOT has refined the interchange improvement design. 
  
Received by SRPEDD: February 6, 2019 

 
4. Project Title/Location: Parallel Products of New England (PPNE), New Bedford 

Address: 100 Duchaine Boulevard, New Bedford 
Project Proponent: Solid Waste, The City of New Bedford 
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Project Description: The site is an approximately 71-acre parcel in the New Bedford Business Park.  The 
site was previously owned by Multilayer Coating Technologies and, before that, by Polaroid 
Corporation. The site was used by both previous owners to manufacture film. The site as developed by 
Polaroid included access roads, parking areas, stormwater management features, and numerous 
buildings. Phase 1 construction will consist of a glass processing building and equipment and the 
construction of a rail sidetrack from the main line rail to the site. Phase 1 also includes construction of 
approximately 1.9 MW of solar power generation. Phase 2 will include construction of a municipal solid 
waste (MSW) processing facility and a biosolids processing facility. 
  
Received by SRPEDD: February 13, 2019 
 

5. Project Title/Location: ADM TMUD Wareham and Carver PV+ES Projects 
Address: 276 Federal Road, 0 Hammond Street, and 64 Farm-to-Market Road (aka 
299 Farm-to-Market Road) 
Project Proponent: Borrego Solar Systems, Inc. 
Project Description: This ENF addresses three individual projects: (1) the 276 Federal Road Carver PV+ES 
Project; (2) the 0 Hammond Street Carver PV+ES Project; and (3) the 64 Farm-to Market Road (aka 299 
Farm-to-Market Road) PV+ES Project. Each consists of a solar energy facility, including solar modules, 
transformers, inverters, internal access drives, and security fencing. Upon completion of construction 
(estimated Fall 2019), the disturbed areas will be stabilized with herbaceous species. 
 
Received by SRPEDD: March 7, 2019 
 

EIRs SUBMITTED: 
 

1. Project Title/Location: North Carver Development 
Address: Intersection of Montello Street and Route 58 
Project Proponent: Route 44 Redevelopment, LLC (Redeveloper designated by Carver 
Redevelopment Authority under the North Carver Urban Renewal Plan) 
Project Description: New utility infrastructure, a new sewage treatment facility, and storm water 
management system will be constructed. 
 
Received by SRPEDD: March 5, 2019 

 
b. Contract/Grant Approvals – Vice Chairman Slavin read out and called for a motion on the following 

contracts for this month. 
 

Be it resolved that the SRPEDD Commission authorizes the Chairman, Treasurer, Officers, and 
Executive Director, as appropriate, to negotiate and execute the following contracts: 
 
1. With the town of Berkley for assistance with the process of creating a Master Plan for an amount 

not to exceed $20,000.00. The remainder of the funds needed to complete the Master Plan 
include SRPEDD’s 2018 and 2019 District Local Technical Assistance funds ($50,000) and Berkley's 
Community Compact Best Practice Grant ($30,000). 

2. With the town of Middleborough for assistance with the process of creating an Economic 
Development Guide/Manual for an amount not to exceed $15,000.00. 
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A motion was made and seconded to approve the above two contracts. VOTED UNANIMOUSLY. 

6. Committee Reports  
 

a. Finance Committee –  Mr. Callahan mentioned that Finance Committee met on Feb. 13, 2019. The Jan. 16, 
2019 Finance meeting minutes were approved and the Treasurer’s Report for the month of Jan. 2019 was 
approved and placed on file for audit.  The report included: 

 
    Cash & Funds: Jan. 1, 2019  $  518,231.69 

   Cash Receipts: Jan. 1 – 31, 2019 $  347,510.41 
          Total Cash Accounted for: $  865,742.10 

 
 Disbursements: Jan. 1 – 31, 2019 $  192,251.18 

Cash & Funds: Jan. 31, 2019  $  673,490.92 
       Total Cash Accounted for: $  865,742.10 

 
The Committee reviewed and approved a warrant for expenses in the amount of $88,071.74. 
 
The Committee reviewed OPEB statement for Dec. 2018 and VOTED to accept the OPEB statement included 
in the packet.  
 
The Committee reviewed and approved Jan. 2019 month-end general journal entries included in the packet. 

* * * 

Mr. Callahan mentioned that Finance Committee also met on Mar. 12, 2019. The Feb. 13, 2019 Finance meeting 
minutes were approved and the Treasurer’s Report for the month of Feb. 2019 was approved and placed on file 
for audit.  The report included: 
 
    Cash & Funds: Feb. 1, 2019  $  673,490.92 

   Cash Receipts: Feb. 1 – 28, 2019 $  159,428.38 
          Total Cash Accounted for: $  832,919.30 

 
 Disbursements: Feb. 1 – 28, 2019 $  147,387.09 

Cash & Funds: Feb. 28, 2019  $  685,532.21 
       Total Cash Accounted for: $  832,919.30 

 
The Committee reviewed and approved a warrant for expenses in the amount of $37,983.84. 
 
The Committee reviewed the OPEB statement for Jan. 2019 and VOTED to accept the OPEB statement 
included in the packet.  
 
The Committee reviewed and approved Feb. 2019 month-end general journal entries included in the packet. 
 
The Committee reviewed the preliminary FY’2020 budget in the amount $2,422,565 with indirect overhead 
rate of 115%.  Among other highlights, it provides for filling the currently vacant transportation planning 
technician and transportation planner (analyst) positions.  
 
It also contains an allowance for possible merit-based salary adjustments of up to 2%, in the amount 
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$32,422, with annual performance evaluations presently underway, and just about complete. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve to place the Finance Committee report on file. VOTED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the FY’2020 Preliminary Draft Budget.  VOTED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

b. JTPG/MPO –  Mr. Mission mentioned that his staffed has been busy working on the Draft TIP along with 
the JTPG and SMMPO.  Draft TIP will be release for public comment on April 16th and endorsed on 
Tuesday May 3. The UPWP is also being worked on, along with development of the Regional 
Transportation Plan, as required every 4 years. These two documents need to be released in June for 
endorsement and release to the public in July. Lastly, in June the Commission will be electing two new 
members to the SMMPO, the self-nomination forms for which will be going out soon.  
 
Mr. Walker referred Commissioners to the MassDOT memo in the packets with further specifics on the 
upcoming TIP, RTP and UPWP Development Schedule.  
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve and place the JTPG/MPO report on file. VOTED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
7. Grant Awards, Funding Availability Notifications/Grant‐Writing Authorizations, and 

Letter of Support Requests – 
 
a. Bridgewater State Capital Skills Grant letter of support request – Mr. Walker referred to the support 

letter included for information. 
 

b. FY’20 Regional Transit Authority Funding sign-on letter request – Mr. Walker referred Commissioners 
to the draft RTA funding sign-on letter, explaining that if there are no objections, then SRPEDD would 
sign-on.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve signing the FY’20 Regional Transit Authority funding 
letter. VOTED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
8. Old Business - 
 

a. Technical Assistance – Mr. King referred Commissioners to the technical assistance report in the 
packets. He mentioned that table has been updated and if people have questions on any projects to 
please contact him. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the technical assistance. VOTED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Mr. King also referred the Commission to the 2019 DLTA Project list. He mentioned that 
Commissioner can visit www.srpedd.org/DLTA for more information, including a copy of the 
Selection Criteria worksheet.  
 

b. SRPEDD Website RFP update – Mr. Walker referenced, as previously shared, that SRPEDD is in the of 
working to secure competitive bids for the design of an updated, new agency website, and together 
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with an equally high-tech subsidiary site for the SMMPO, with interactive mapping and other 
functionality, with the prospect, contingent on funding, of potentially developing and regional 
economic development site as well. He mentioned that proposals to the initial RFP came back, as 
hoped, from a series of SE Mass firms, however, at an unrealistic cost with an open-ended RFT, and 
so the plan is to go back out with a follow-on RFP setting forth exactly what we are looking for, and 
identifying all deliverables, such as thinning of current content, and tagging of reports and other 
materials to be brought over, among others, that can be handled in house, and that therefore do not 
need to be included in the cost. More details to follow soon.  
 

c. Rural Policy Advisory Commission (RPAC) update – Mr. Walker introduced SRPEDD’s new Sr. 
Comprehensive Planner, and voting representative for SE Mass on the Rural Policy Advisory 
Commission.  Ms. Zincavage updated the Commission on recent efforts to secure a consultant to 
assist with the upcoming development of a statewide Rural Plan, albeit with selected RPAs, including 
SRPEDD, to take the lead on drafting of sixteen issue papers, and in SRPEDD’s case, potentially 
assisting with layout as well.  The aim of the RPAC, she noted, is to expedite completion of a draft, 
ideally, in order to have a completed plan in advance of the Rural Caucus to be held in August. 

 
8. New Business – None. 

  
9. Roundtable –  Mr. Yarworth enthusiastically shared that he is in his new office at the new Plainville Town 

Hall.  Ms. Clarner stated that N. Attleboro residents will be voting on a charter ballot question April 2 
regarding the town’s form of government. Vice-Chairman Slavin mentioned that if N. Attleboro needs 
help he has a lot of information on this topic. Ms. Clarner mentioned that members of the Charter 
Commission have been working on it for about a year in a half.  Ms. Marchitto added that the new form 
is needed in order to move forward. 
 

10. Adjourn – A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. VOTED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
_______________________       Date: 4/24/19 
Joan Marchitto, Secretary 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/24/19 

                                                     AGENDA ITEM: Regional Reviews, # 5.a.

MEPA PROJECT REVIEWS: For your information, the following Environmental Notification Forms (ENF) and 

Environmental Impact Reports (EIR) have been received for review under the provisions of the 

Massachusetts Environmental Protection Act (MEPA).  When appropriate, SRPEDD monitors and comments 

on projects. For more information on individual projects, please see the Environmental Monitor at 

http://mass.gov/eea/agencies/mepa. 

ENFs SUBMITTED: 
 

1. Project Title/Location: West Beach Berm Nourishment 

Address: West Rodney French Blvd., New Bedford 

Project Proponent: New Bedford Department of Public Infrastructure 
Project Description: The recommend project is to construct a beach nourishment project seaward 
along West Rodney French Boulevard. The beach fill will be contained with a series of T-head groins, 
consisting of shore perpendicular trunks and heads that parallel the orientation of the shoreline. The 
beach nourishment will extend the berm seaward and provide additional sediment to the system. 
The berm can be designed to absorb and dissipate storm wave energy, thereby increasing protection 
to the infrastructure behind the seawall. The additional construction of the T-head field will provide 
environmental mitigation to contain nourishment sediment from migrating offshore into eelgrass 
habitat. While expansion of coastal engineering structures is generally discouraged by environmental 
regulatory agencies, recommendations to “trade” structures, where there is no overall increase in 
the cumulative “footprint” of coastal engineering structures, may have merit to maximize shore 
protection goals. 

 
Received by SRPEDD: April 4, 2019 
 

2. Project Title/Location: Diniz Parking Slab 
Address: 202 East Beach Road, Westport, MA   
Project Proponent: Anthony Savastano, Esq. 
Project Description:  The proposed project consists of the placement of 4” concrete slab within the 
limits of the pier foundation. The purpose of this slab is to create a parking area for motor vehicles. 
The existing beach sand does not provide a stable area, and is repeatedly disturbed by the driving of 
vehicles in the area. The proposed concrete slab will be limited to the area directly beneath by 
existing structure and will be separated from the existing piers using ½” cork filler installed around 
the base of the existing piers for the purpose of preventing any mechanical bond between the 
proposed slab and he existing piers. The construction period is not expected to last more than 3 days. 
The total area of the proposed slab is 1,400 SF and the total yardage of concrete is 17.5 CY. 
 

             Received by SRPEDD: April 16, 2019 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/24/19 

AGENDA ITEM: Grant/Contract Approvals, # 5.b.

 

No contracts this month. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/24/19 
AGENDA ITEM: Finance Committee Report # 6.a. 

 
 

The Finance Committee met on April 18, 2019 (after week-in-advance distribution of the agenda packets, 
and into which the following report has now been inserted). The March 12, 2019 Finance meeting minutes 
were approved. The Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2019 was approved as presented and placed 
on file for audit.  The report included: 
 
    Cash & Funds: Mar. 1, 2019  $  685,532.21 

   Cash Receipts: Mar. 1 – 31, 2019 $  136,735.97 
          Total Cash Accounted for: $  822,268.18 

 
 Disbursements: Mar. 1 – 31, 2019 $  139,258.16 

Cash & Funds: Mar. 31, 2019  $  683,010.02 
       Total Cash Accounted for: $  822,268.18 

 
 

The Committee reviewed and approved a warrant for expenses in the amount of $32,147.82. 
 
The Committee reviewed OPEB statement for Feb. 2019 and VOTED to accept the OPEB statement included 
in the packet.  
 
The Committee reviewed and approved March 2019 month-end general journal entries included in the 
packet. 
 
The Committee reviewed the FY’19 March 2019 Q3 budget update in the amount $2,929,170, an increase of 
$280,000 from the last quarter due to numerous new municipal contracts.  Even with the above increase, 
the budget is still very conservative, with an unchanged overhead rate of 115%. 
 
A copy of Summary Pages 1 and 2 from the FY’19 March 2019 Q3 budget update can be found attached.  
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FY 2019 APP 

REV. 1/2019

FY 2019 

PROP. 4/2019

CHANGE:  

1/2019 to 

4/2019

PERCENT 

CHANGE

1.  FEDERAL & STATE GRANTS
a. MASSDOT.‐3C* 1,036,446 1,036,446 0 0.00%
b. FED.TRANSIT ADMIN* 238,918 238,918 0 0.00%
c. SRTA‐SEC.5307* 120,000 120,000 0 0.00%
d. GATRA‐SEC.5307* 115,000 115,000 0 0.00%
e. EDA* 70,000 70,000 0 0.00%
f. NPS TNRVR* 168,609 168,609 0 0.00%
g. HOMELAND SEC/EOPSS* 152,314 152,314 0 0.00%
h. DLTA (2018)* 140,349 140,349 0 0.00%
i. DLTA (2019) 91,597 91,597 0 0.00%

2,133,233 2,133,233 0 0.00%

2.  ASSESSMENTS + INTEREST 112,690 112,690 0 0.00%

3.  MUNICIPAL & LOCAL

concluding
a. 1422 SSTAR ‐ 4 5,000 5,000 0 0.00%
b. Dighton CCC OSP 5,000 5,000 0 0.00%
c. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Acushnet A 3,800 3,800 0 0.00%
d. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Acushnet B 13,000 13,000 0 0.00%
e. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Dighton 4,000 4,000 0 0.00%
f. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Lakeville 5,000 5,000 0 0.00%
g. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Marion 7,500 7,500 0 0.00%
h. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Middleboro 5,000 5,000 0 0.00%
i. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Norton 7,500 7,500 0 0.00%
j. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Plainville 5,000 5,000 0 0.00%
k. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Rehoboth 7,500 7,500 0 0.00%
l. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Rochester 7,500 7,500 0 0.00%
m. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Seekonk 7,500 7,500 0 0.00%
n. DOER Green Communities META grants‐Wareham 4,000 4,000 0 0.00%
o. Fairhaven Survey & Database 682 682 0 0.00%
p. MVP Easton 4,000 4,000 0 0.00%
q. MVP Freetown 2,500 2,500 0 0.00%
r. Norton EDA application_124944 3,200 3,200 0 0.00%
s. SNEP Southern New England Estuaries Program 8,400 8,400 0 0.00%
t. Wareham CPC 7,500 7,500 0 0.00%
u. Wareham Drone 921 921 0 0.00%

continuing

v. 604b DEP Wareham Watershed quality 46,882 46,882 0 0.00%
w. Attleboro OSP 1,341 1,341 0 0.00%
x. Freetown CCC OSP 15,000 15,000 0 0.00%
y. Lakeville Master Plan 36,000 36,000 0 0.00%
z. Lakeville Drone 1,230 1,230 0 0.00%
aa. Marion Master Plan Implementation 14,972 14,972 0 0.00%
bb. Marion OSRP 9,840 9,840 0 0.00%
cc. MVP Lakeville (with Rochester) 6,000 6,000 0 0.00%
dd. MVP Norton (with Mansfield) 38,500 38,500 0 0.00%
ee. Plainville Complete Streets 30,479 30,479 0 0.00%
ff. Seekonk: CCC Econ Dev Guide 10,000 10,000 0 0.00%
gg. Somerset EDA 23,000 23,000 0 0.00%
hh. Somerset EDA‐2 25,000 25,000 0 0.00%
ii. UMass EDA 27,500 27,500 0 0.00%

new

jj. Berkley MP 3 0 20,000 20,000 0.00%
kk. Berkley MP Final 0 30,000 30,000 0.00%
ll. Mattapoisett Industrial Drive_124952 0 80,000 80,000 0.00%
mm Middleborough Business Guide_124956 0 15,000 15,000 0.00%

anticipated

nn Dartmouth MP 2 0 20,000 20,000 0.00%
oo. DOER Green Communities META > REPA 0 30,000 30,000 0.00%
pp. Norton MP 2 0 80,000 80,000 0.00%
qq Regional Bikeshare Procurement 0 5,000 5,000 0.00%

Sub‐total 400,247 680,247 280,000 69.96%

4.  MISCELLANEOUS

a.  Interest 1,000 1,000 0 0.00%

Sub‐total 1,000 1,000 0 0.00%

    TOTAL REVENUES $2,647,170 $2,927,170 280,000 10.58%

SUMMARY Pg. 1FISCAL YEAR 2019 BUDGET

Sub‐total

REVENUE

PROPOSED Q3 ‐ FY'19 Update: 04/18/19
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FY 2019 APP 

REV. 1/2019

FY 2019 PROP. 

4/2019

CHANGE:  

1/2019 to 

4/2019

PERCENT 

CHANGE

1 SALARIES 1,585,986 1,633,088 47,102 3.0%

3 FRINGE BENEFITS 396,402 389,749 ‐6,653 ‐1.7%

4 TRAVEL 4,250 4,250 0 0.0%

5 BANK CHARGES 110 110 0 0.0%

6 PRINTING 500 500 0 0.0%

7 SUPPLIES 11,450 12,100 650 5.7%

8 ACCOUNTING & LEGAL 15,366 15,816 450 2.9%

9 COMPUTERS  38,204 68,204 30,000 78.5%

10 DUES & SUBSCRIP. 8,800 8,800 0 0.0%

11 EQUIP. LEASE 7,730 7,730 0 0.0%

12 INSURANCE 12,379 12,479 100 0.8%

13 MEETINGS & CONF. 12,000 7,000 ‐5,000 ‐41.7%

14 ADVERTISING 1,196 1,196 0 0.0%

15 POSTAGE & TELEPHONE 6,800 6,800 0 0.0%

16 SERVICES (GMS & IT) 3,690 3,690 0 0.0%

17 BUILDING COSTS 47,770 43,970 ‐3,800 ‐8.0%

18 TRAFFIC COUNT VEHICLE 2,000 2,000 0 0.0%

19 EQUIP. SERV.& REPAIR 1,100 1,100 0 0.0%

20 EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS 1,500 1,500 0 0.0%

21 CONSULTANTS/PASS THRU 78,540 78,540 0 0.0%

22 DIRECT COSTS 139,681 141,781 2,100 1.5%

23 LOCAL COST/INVEST.ACCT. 15,500 15,500 0 0.0%

2,390,954 2,455,903 64,949 2.7%

2,647,170 2,927,170 280,000 10.6%

2,390,954 2,455,903 64,949 2.7%

256,216 471,267 215,051 83.9%

TOTAL REVENUES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

EXCESS REV. OVER EXPEND.

EXPENDITURES

PROPOSED Q3 ‐ FY'19 Update: 04/18/19

SUMMARY Pg. 2

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

FISCAL YEAR 2019 BUDGET
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/24/19 
AGENDA ITEM: Finance Committee Report # 6.b. 

 
 
The Personnel Committee likewise met on April 18 9 (after week-in-advance distribution of the agenda 
packets, and into which the following report has now been inserted). 
 
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Melino-Wender, SRPEDD Treasurer, at 9:45am at the SRPEDD office 
in Taunton, MA. 
 
Owing to several members being pressed for time, Mr. Walker proceeded immediately to a presentation of 
recommended staff adjustments, based upon detailed annual evaluations, and consistent with earlier 
Committee-authorized allowance for merit increases of up to $32,422, or 2%, from the March 12 meeting. 
 
Following discussion and consideration of Mr. Walker’s recommended agency-wide (team-based) merit 
increase of 1.25% + $275, in light of continued expansion and enhancement across SRPEDD’s diverse and 
growing range of planning projects in service to the region; together with individual merit increases in the 
amount of $1,000 for Eric Arbeene, Sara Brown, Jen Chaves, Angie Constantino, Charlie Mills, Karen Porter 
and Stacy Royer, for noteworthy contributions in FY’19; and a promotion, in the amount of $3,000 for Kevin 
Ham, now Homeland Security Project Manager and Comprehensive Planner (P2 to P3), a motion was made, 
seconded, and VOTED unanimously to approve, effective July 1, 2019 (FY’20) for endorsement by the full 
Commission at its upcoming next meeting on April 24. 
 
The rest of the agenda, due to limited time, was deferred until a later date, and the meeting adjourned by 
Ms. Melino-Wender at 10:40 am. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/24/19 
AGENDA ITEM: JTPG/SMMPO  # 6.c. 

 
DRAFT Minutes for the Meeting of the 

Southeastern Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning Organization (SMMPO) 
Wednesday, April 16, 2019 

Held at SRPEDD, 88 Broadway, Taunton, MA 
 

The following SMMPO Members were in attendance: 
 
Bryan Pounds  Representing Stephanie Pollack, Chair, Secretary and CEO, MassDOT  
J.R. Frey  Representing Jasiel F. Correia II, Mayor of the City of Fall River 
Pamela Haznar  Representing Jonathan Gulliver, MassDOT Highway Div. Administrator 
Shayne Trimbell  Representing Erik Rousseau, SRTA Administrator   
Anthony Abreu  Representing Thomas Hoye, Mayor of the City of Taunton    
Ron Morgan   Representing Frank Gay, GATRA Administrator 
Manuel Silva   Representing Jon Mitchell, Mayor of the City of New Bedford  
Deborah Melino-Wender  SRPEDD Commission Chair  
Alan Slavin   Representing the Town of Wareham 
Leilani Dalpe   Representing the Town of Middleborough 
 
The following were also present: 
 
Lee Azinheira, JTPG Chairman Timothy Kochan, MassDOT  Ben Muller, MassDOT   
Paul Mission, SRPEDD   Lisa Estrela-Pedro, SRPEDD  Lilia Cabral-Bernard, SRPEDD 
Jeffrey Walker, SRPEDD    
           
Handouts: 

1. Agenda 
2. Proposed Amendments #2, #3 and Adjustment #4 FFY201-2023 TIP 
3. Amendment #3 Performance Based Planning and Measures 
4. Proposed FFY2020-2024 draft TIP Table of Contents 
5. Attachment #1 draft FFY2020-2024 TIP Federal Highway list 
6. Simplified draft FFY2020-2024 TIP State Projects Lists 
7. Simplified draft FFY2020-2024 TIP Target Funding Project List 
8. Attachment #4 draft FFY2020-2024 GATRA project list 
9. Attachment #5 draft FFY2020-2024 SRTA project list 
10. The draft 2020 Public Participation Program (PPP) 
11. Performance Based Planning and Programming Agreement 

 

1. Call to Order and Introductions: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM by Chairman Bryan 
Pounds, after which attendees introduced themselves. 

 

2. Public Comments: Chairman Bryan Pounds stated that there were no members of the public present 
for public comment and moved to item 3 on the agenda.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes - March 19, 2019: Chairman Pounds asked for a motion and a second to accept 
the minutes of the March 19,2019 meeting of the SMMPO into the record. The motion was made and 
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Mr. Pounds asked if there were any questions or comments. There were none. The motion was 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

4. The FFY2019-2023 TIP Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) –. 
a. Amendments to the FFY2019-2023 TIP Presented at the March SMMPO 

i. Multi Use Path Design Project, Dighton (FLAP Grant)  
ii. Repurposed earmark for the Demolition of MassDOT Maintenance Facility  
 

Ms. Estrela-Pedro began by explaining that these were the two amendments that were released for a 21-day 
public comment period at the last SMMPO meeting. She pointed out the appropriate handouts where to 
find these amendments which concern the multi-use path project in Dighton using FLAP grant funds and the 
repurposed earmark being used for the demolition of a MassDOT maintenance facility in Taunton. Ms. 
Estrela-Pedro explained that a public meeting was held on April 3, 2019 to receive comments but no 
comments were received.  
 
Mr. Pounds asked for a motion to endorse these amendments the motion was then seconded. Mr. Pounds 
then asked if there were any questions or comments. There were none. Mr. Pounds asked the body to 
approve the motion by signifying “Aye.” The motion to endorse these amendments was APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

b.   Amendments to the FFY2019-2023 TIP for consideration- 
i. Route 123 Corridor, Norton – Cost Increase and Additional Funding Source  

ii. Kings Highway Corridor Improvements, New Bedford – Cost Increase  
iii. Fall River Ave. (Route 114A) at County St., Seekonk – Cost Increase  
iv. Performance Based Planning (PM1, PM2, PM3 and TAM targets) language 

 

Ms. Estrela-Pedro explained that the first 3 amendments involved significant cost increases and this has 
caused us to exceed our targeted TIP funding so MassDOT is stepping in make up the difference with 
statewide funds. She pointed out the appropriate handouts and listed the cost increases as follows: for the 
Norton project, the cost went from $7.2 million to $10.3 million, the New Bedford project went from $8.5 to 
$9.4 million and the Seekonk project went from $2.5 to $3.5 million.  
 
The fourth amendment involves performance based planning measures. Ms. Estrela-Pedro explained that in 
the FFY2019-2023 TIP, we talk about performance measures for safety (PM1) 2018 targets. Since then the 
SMMPO has adopted the 2019 targets for PM1 on January 15 of this year. The SMMPO also adopted the 
targets for PM2 (bridge & pavement) and for reliability, congestion and emissions in October 2018. They also 
adopted the TAM plans from the Regional Transit Agencies at the last meeting and all this updated language, 
including 2019 targets, has to be amended into our existing FFY2019-2023 TIP, as well as into the draft 
FFY2020-2024 TIP. 
 
Mr. Pounds asked for a motion and a second to release these amendments for a 21-day public comment 
period before he opened the floor to comments and questions. A motion was made and seconded. Mr. 
Pounds explained that our federal partners are requiring the draft TIP document to be in compliance with 
performance based planning, and all MPO’s need to do this. Mr. Pounds then asked for a vote. The motion 
to release these amendments for a 21- day comment period was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 c. Administrative Adjustment to FFY 2019-2023 TIP – Route 24, Fall River – Cost Increase. 
 

Ms. Estrela-Pedro explained that the Route 24 project in Fall River had a cost increase from $10.6 to $11 
million dollars and she asked the MPO body to make this adjustment. Mr. Pounds wanted to verify that all 

SRPEDD Commission Meeting 4/24/19 Page 18 of 32



 

 

 

information on the project was correct, including the project description. Ms. Haznar explained that the 
price increase was due to a storm water component being incorporated into the project. Mr. Pounds, Ms. 
Haznar and Ms. Estrela-Pedro then verified that all information was correct. Mr. Pounds asked for a motion 
and a second to approve this administrative adjustment. The motion to approve the administrative 
adjustment was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

5. Presentation of the DRAFT FFY 2020-2024 Transportation Improvement Program -    
 

Ms. Estrela-Pedro explained that the handouts for the presentation FFY2020-2024 TIP include the Table of 
Contents and a listing of attachments and appendices for the entire for the TIP because the document is too 
large to print and because it is being updated constantly. The other handouts include Attachment #1 Federal 
Highway Project list for FFY2020-2024, and two additional sheets that are a simplified listing of projects 
programmed with target funds and a listing of all statewide projects. She continued by explaining that that 
the projects programmed with statewide funds are those that were considered as the best scenario at the 
last SMMPO meeting. Ms. Estrela-Pedro also pointed out the appropriate handouts for all statewide projects 
including a new project for the Route 24 at Route 140 interchange project using statewide funds that was 
just added to the list and is not included in the handouts.  
 
Ms. Estrela-Pedro informed the group that the draft TIP had been posted on the SRPEDD website and we are 
asking the body to release the draft for a 21-day public comment period. She then quickly reviewed the 
projects and equipment included in Attachments #4 and #5, GATRA’s and SRTA’s project lists. Ms. Leilani 
Dalpe complimented GATRA’s service for a special event in Middleborough. 
 
Mr. Pounds asked for a motion and a second to release the draft FFY 2020-2024 TIP for a 21-day public 
comment period and then open it up to questions. There were no questions. Mr. Pounds asked for a vote. 
The motion to release the draft for a 21-day public comment period was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

6. Presentation of the 2020 Public Participation Plan (PPP) –  
 

Ms. Cabral-Bernard explained that the Public Participation Program is traditionally updated on the same 
schedule as the Regional Transportation Plan. She explained that the last 2016 update was a major re-write 
so there were very few changes to this update, just some minor text additions. She referred to the handout, 
pointing out the additions made were highlighted in red text and the deletions were shown as strike-thrus in 
blue. She pointed out that the PPP is required to have a 45-day public comment period, and asked the body 
to release it. She continued by stating that the document had been posted on SRPEDD’s website and widely 
distributed, including to nearly 80 e-mail contacts including social service agencies. 
 
Mr. Pounds asked for a motion and a second to release the draft FFY2020 Public Participation Program for a 
45-day public comment period and then opened the floor up to comments questions. There were no 
questions. Mr. Pounds stated that this document would be endorsed in June and then asked for a vote. The 
motion to approve the release the PPP for a 45-day Public comment period was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

7. Performance Measure Based Planning - Performance Based Planning Agreement between the 
SMMPO, MassDOT and the Massachusetts Regional Transit Agencies- 
 

Mr. Mission explained that the Performance Based Planning Agreement was an agreement between the 
SMMPO, MassDOT and the Regional Transit Agencies (GATRA and SRTA) which signifies that all agencies will 
adopt these procedures as part of the MPO process. We have to decide if we are adopting this today. ALL 
MPO’s and the RTA’s also have to sign onto this agreement. The Secretary of Transportation, being the chair 
of all 13 MPOs within the state will sign on behalf of the MPOs. 
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Mr. Pounds clarified that this is a federally required document in which MassDOT enters into an agreement 
with the MPO’s, RTA’s, public operators, etc. The document has incorporated guidance from RPA’s and federal 
partners, and most of the signatories are in place. All the MPO’s are being asked to sign off this month. 
 
Mr. Pounds asked the SMMPO to endorse this today. There was a motion and second to endorse the 
Performance Based Planning Agreement and the motion was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 

8. Other Business- 
 

Mr. Mission explained that he had 3 items, the first was that materials for the upcoming MPO elections 
would be distributed to the appropriate communities the week of April 29. This is done annually to choose 2 
Selectman to the MPO, each for a two-year term and Alan Slavin of Wareham and Leilani Dalpe of 
Middleborough are up for re-election for the term August 1, 2019 to July 31, 2021. 
 
The second item is a Baystate Roads Workshop on the MassDOT Project Intake Tool for developing TIP 
projects. OCPC is hosting a workshop on May 30, 2019 at 9 AM and is a good opportunity to learn or to 
refresh the process. 
 
The third item is important dates that are upcoming. On May 21st we’ll be endorsing the FFT2020-2024TIP 
and releasing the draft FFY2020 UPWP.  June 18th is the endorsement of the UPWP and the endorsement of 
the FFY2020 PPP, and also to release the FFY2020 RTP for a 21-day public comment period. On July 16th 
we’ll be focused on the endorsement of the RTP. May 22 is the SRPEDD Annual Meeting at the Fireside Grill 
in Middleborough. 
 
Leilani Dalpe brought up the issue of people attempting to cross Route 44 in Middleborough due to public 
events, visits and tourism and what could possibly be done. Mr. Pounds suggested keeping the lines of 
communication open with the MassDOT District 5 office to address these issues. 
 
Mr. Pounds asked about the presentation of the RTP next month. Mr. Mission responded that we will have 
chapters to present, and 2/3 of the RTP will be done by the end of May. Mr. Pounds asked about a Preferred 
Projects List. Mr. Mission mentioned Route 24 at Route 140 is finally being funded but that the Fairhaven 
Bridge still needs to be addressed. Discussion ensued on these and other major projects on the TIP, including 
Rte. 79 / Davol Street in Fall River. 
 
Mr. Pounds explained that we should not focus too much on the financial part of the RTP but the vision and 
structure of the document is very important. The financial constraints and performance measures are the 
‘final filters’ for the RTP. 
 
Mr. Mission added that the infrastructure projects are the easy part, but it is other aspects, including the 
continuation of transit funding in our region and South Coast Rail, that are the concerns. A good deal of 
public outreach concerns answering questions about rail service. These discussions are what should we put 
in the plan as an outline for the future regardless of financial constraint.  Ms. Melino-Wender stated that it 
we should be sure that it is a transportation plan and not just a highway road plan.  

 

       9. Date, Time, Place for Next Meeting – As stated earlier in the meeting the next SMMPO meeting is 
scheduled for May 21, 2019 at 1 pm in the SRPEDD office. 
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10. Adjourn – There was a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and APPROVED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  The meeting adjourned at 1:33 PM.  
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS      DATE: 4/24/19 
AGENDA ITEM: RESC  # 6.d. 

 
 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC STRATEGY COMMITTEE 
(RESC) 

Minutes of the Meeting 
April 16, 2019 

 

Meeting called to order by Vice Chairman, Deborah Melino-Wender at 12:03PM (see attendance sheet).  

Minutes of February 20, 2019 meeting approved as written. 

 

Presentation:  Juan Vega, Assistant Secretary Communities and Program, Executive Office of Housing and 

Economic Development (EOHED); Opportunity Zone Program (OZP). Federal program created under 2017 

Tax Cuts and Job Act of 2017 allowing investors in Opportunity Funds certain federal capital gains tax 

benefits including tax deferral, tax reduction and gain forgiveness on investment in real estate and businesses 

as an attraction in development and expansion. 

 

The Act gave States the power to designate certain census tracts as Opportunity Zones based on 

demographics, planning and opportunities. Massachusetts designated 138 tracts over 79 communities that 

were later approve by the federal government. In SE Massachusetts, seven (7) municipalities received 

designation including the cities of Fall River, New Bedford and Taunton as well as Fairhaven, North 

Attleboro, Somerset and Wareham. Currently US Treasury and OMB are still developing regulations for the 

program, which are expected to be in place by or before July 2019. This is a private sector led effort and 

communities that are designated zones should identify potential projects and investor funds that maybe 

attracted to their communities to stimulate economic development business development and expansion 

opportunities.  More to follow as program evolves.       

 

Items under Old and New Business tabled until May Meeting 

 

Time, place of next meeting: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at SRPEDD.  Guest speaker TBD  

 

Adjourned at 1:05PM 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

April 22, 2019 

CONTACT 

Brendan Moss 

brendan.c.moss@massmail.state.ma.us 

Commonwealth Celebrates Earth Day with Milestone in Climate Change Planning 

Program, Local Dam Removal Project 

Administration Announces $725,000 to Help 27 Communities Plan for Climate Change Impacts 

 

For high resolution and additional photos, click here. 

PLYMOUTH – The Baker-Polito Administration today awarded $725,000 to 27 communities to complete 

climate change vulnerability assessments and develop resiliency plans through the Municipal 

Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) program, bringing the number of communities in the program to 184, 

or half of all Massachusetts municipalities. The grant and designation program, which builds on 

Governor Baker’s Executive Order 569 as well as other administration-led state and local partnerships, 

provides communities with technical support, climate change data and planning tools to identify 

hazards and develop strategies to improve resilience. This is the third round of the program’s planning 
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grants, and the funding round will remain open until May 4, 2019 on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Governor Charlie Baker made the announcement at an event celebrating the removal of the Holmes 

Dam in Plymouth and highlighting the Administration’s efforts to combat and mitigate the impacts of 

climate change.  

“As we celebrate Earth Day, we are proud to announce that half of Massachusetts’ communities have 

partnered with the Commonwealth through the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness program to take 

action and fund projects to prepare for climate resiliency,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “We look 

forward to working with our colleagues in the Legislature to continue the Commonwealth’s leadership 

on climate change through our proposal to provide $1.3 billion over ten years to local resiliency projects 

that will protect vital infrastructure.”  

“Today’s milestone highlights the success of the administration’s innovative MVP program and 

continued work to address resiliency and climate change at the local and state level,” said Lt. Governor 

Karyn Polito. “Thank you to the 184 cities and towns across Massachusetts that are working hand-in-

hand with our administration to implement nature-based, cost-effective solutions to build resiliency 

and safeguard the Commonwealth’s residents, businesses and infrastructure.” 

This funding is part of the largest release of climate change resilience funding for Massachusetts 

communities in state history, as the Baker-Polito Administration recently announced the availability of 

$10 million for the MVP Program. Through this program, municipalities work through a community-

based workshop process to identify key climate-related hazards, vulnerabilities and strengths, develop 

adaptation actions, and prioritize next steps. Results of the workshops and planning efforts inform 

existing local plans, grant applications, and policies, such as local hazard mitigation plans. Communities 

are then eligible for MVP Action Grant funding to implement priority on-the-ground projects.  

“The continued growth of the MVP Program demonstrates communities’ interest and readiness to 

address the growing challenge of climate change,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary 

Matthew Beaton. “We are eager to work with all cities and towns across the Commonwealth to identify 

their priority resilience actions and get those projects off the ground.” 

The following communities will receive funding to complete the MVP planning process in 2019: 

Municipality Total Award 

Ayer $35,000  

Bellingham/Franklin $48,000  

Danvers $24,000  

Dartmouth $23,000  

Dighton $22,000  

Dover $27,000  

Greenfield $22,000  
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Groveland $25,000  

Holliston $15,000  

Hopkinton $29,000  

Leominster $25,000  

Lynnfield $15,000  

Marshfield $19,000  

Mashpee $15,000  

Northborough $15,000  

Norwell $24,000  

Paxton $25,130  

Plymouth $72,000  

Rutland $34,000  

Saugus $33,000  

Somerset $17,000  

South Hadley $25,000  

Taunton $43,000  

Wakefield $56,000  

Westwood $15,000  

Winchester $22,000  

TOTAL $725,130  

 

The 184 MVP-designated municipalities are eligible for MVP Action Grants to implement on-the-ground 

projects identified through the planning process to build the community’s resilience to climate change 

impacts. Projects are focused on proactive strategies to address climate change impacts and include 

retrofitting and adapting infrastructure, detailed vulnerability assessments or design and engineering 

studies, stormwater upgrades, dam retrofits and removals, culvert upgrades, drought mitigation, 

actions to protect environmental justice communities and improve public health, energy resilience, and 

strategies that focus on implementing nature-based solutions such as wetland restoration and 

SRPEDD Commission Meeting 4/24/19 Page 25 of 32



floodplain protection. Communities are eligible for up to $2 million per project to address ongoing 

climate change impacts like sea level rise, inland flooding, storms, and extreme temperatures. 

The removal of Holmes Dam is the final project in an over a decade long restoration initiative including 

several complex dam removals and bridge replacements along the Town Brook, located upstream from 

the Pilgrim’s Trail and Plymouth Rock. The Baker-Polito Administration has committed over $1.38 

million and provided technical assistance to the dam removal and restoration initiative. Removal of the 

Holmes Dam will restore and enhance self-sustaining populations of migratory fish, eliminate a 

potential public hazard, and enhance significant social and recreational benefits through the project’s 

additions to the Town Brook Greenway and the Pilgrim Trail.  

“Our communities realize how important it is to plan for weather related events that have an effect on 

all facets of community life,” said State Senator Anne Gobi (D-Spencer). “I especially want to 

congratulate the towns of Rutland and Paxton for being proactive in this critical planning.” 

“Thank you to the Baker-Polito Administration and the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs for awarding these funds and recognizing the importance of promoting sustainability by 

encouraging climate change preparedness in communities across Massachusetts,” said State 

Representative Kimberly Ferguson (R-Holden). “I am thrilled that Rutland and Paxton were chosen as 

recipients and congratulations to all of the communities who received grants.”  

“As the impacts of climate change become more apparent, it’s more important than ever that our 

communities have the tools necessary to identify risks to local resources and take action,” said State 

Representative Carolyn Dykema (D- Holliston). “This funding will provide crucial support to 

municipalities in their long-term planning efforts, and I’m pleased that Holliston and Hopkinton will be 

able to expand on their work to build resilience locally.” 

The Baker-Polito Administration has committed $19 million in total to improving community resilience 

across the Commonwealth. Governor Baker recently filed the Resilient MA legislation to support 

municipalities and help protect Massachusetts residents, communities, economy, and infrastructure 

from the adverse effects of climate change, through a modest increase in the excise on real estate 

transfers to fund a substantial and sustained investment in climate change adaptation. The revenue 

would be directed towards investments in resilient infrastructure to help make communities safer, keep 

vital services online, reduce the long-term costs of climate-related risks and protect the value of 

property across the Commonwealth. The proposal is estimated to generate $1.3 billion over 10 years 

which would be dedicated to the Commonwealth’s Global Warming Solutions Trust Fund to provide 

funding for resiliency initiatives including grants and technical assistance to communities for 

implementing priority actions identified through the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness program and 

addressing climate-related risk in cities and towns throughout the state. 

In August of 2018, Governor Baker signed legislation which put into law essential components of 

Governor Baker’s Executive Order 569, including the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness grant 

program and the Statewide Hazard Mitigation and Adaptation Plan, as well as authorizing over $2.4 

billion in capital allocations for investments in safeguarding residents, municipalities and businesses 

from the impacts of climate change, protecting environmental resources, and investing in communities. 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS       DATE: 4/24/19 
AGENDA ITEM: Technical Assistance Report, # 8.a. 

 
SRPEDD Technical Assistance Report (March 2019) 

District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) 

Community Project Staff Status Funding 

Berkley 
Master Plan Technical Assistance 
Phase 2 

EA, GK, SB, 
KH 

Underway 
DLTA, CCC, 
local 

Carver 
Complete Streets Application and 
Policy 

JC Underway 
DLTA, 
MassDOT 

Dartmouth 
Master Plan Technical Assistance 
Phase 1 

HZ, SB, GK Underway 
DLTA, local 
(anticipated) 

Dighton Culvert Management Plan Phase 1 BN, KH Underway DLTA 

Gateway Cities Gateway City Technical Assistance 
GK, JC, EA, 
HZ 

Scoping DLTA, CCC 

Mattapoisett Housing Production Plan HZ, JC, GK Underway DLTA 

Middleborough 
Economic Development and 
Business Guide, Marketing 
Supplement 

EA, SB Underway DLTA, CCC 

Norton 
Master Plan Technical Assistance 
Phase 1 

GK, JC Underway 
DLTA, CCC, 
local 
(anticipated) 

Regional Agriculture Retention Workshops BN, HZ Scoping DLTA 

Regional 
Regional Housing Services Office 
Feasibility Study 

EA, GK Underway 
DLTA, 
MassHousing 

Regional Rural Policy Advisory Council HZ Underway 
DLTA, sister 
RPAs 
(anticipated) 

Seekonk 
Services and Facilities Master Plan 
Element 

SB, GK Underway DLTA 

Somerset 
Route 138 Economic Development 
Analysis 

HZ, SB Underway DLTA 

Swansea 
Redevelopment Authority 
Technical Assistance 

DS, GK, EA Underway DLTA 

Wareham Decas School Redevelopment Plan 
DS, GK, BN, 
HZ 

Underway 
DLTA, EDA 
(anticipated) 

Economic Development Technical Assistance 

Community Project Staff Status Funding 

Carver Pre-App. Business Park Dev DS Pending EDA 

Mattapoisett App. Ind. Dr., Ind. Park DS Pre-proposal EDA 

Norton App. Norton Business Park DS Pending EDA 

New Bedford South Terminal Project DS Ongoing EDA 

New Bedford App. Payne Elco Project DS Ongoing EDA 

New Bedford Quest Center, Armory District DS Ongoing EDA 

Somerset Planning, Project Adm. ACC 1 DS, BN Underway EDA 
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Somerset W&WW Equip. ACC 2 DS Underway EDA 

Somerset App. W&S Infrastructure ACC 3 DS Pre-proposal EDA 

Taunton MSIP V- Business Park DS Ongoing EDA 

Regional SE Marine Technology Corridor DS, JW Underway EDA 

Environmental Technical Assistance 

Community Project Staff Status Funding 

Lakeville Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan BN, KP Completed MEMA 

Regional Mill River Restoration BN Completed NOAA, Fdn 

Municipal Assistance (MA) 

Community Project Staff Status Funding 

Berkley Master Plan Supplement EA Underway MA 

Dartmouth Master Plan Supplement HZ Underway MA 

Dighton 
Culvert Management Plan 
Supplement 

GK, JC Underway MA 

Fairhaven Benoit Square Zoning Analysis HZ, GK Underway MA 

Lakeville Master Plan Supplement 
JC, EA, SB, 
KH, KP 

Underway MA 

Mattapoisett Industrial Drive BUILD project DS Underway MA 

Mattapoisett 
Housing Production Plan 
Supplement 

HZ Underway MA 

Middleborough Complete Streets  Phase 1 JC Underway MA 

N. Attleboro Bike, Pedestrian mapping BN, JJ Underway MA 

Norton Zoning map revisions KP Underway MA 

Norton Master Plan Supplement JC Underway MA 

Seekonk 
Services and Facilities Master Plan 
Element Supplement 

SB Underway MA 

Swansea 
Redevelopment Authority 
Technical Assistance Supplement 

EA Underway MA 

Wareham 
Decas School Redevelopment Plan 
Supplement 

DS Underway MA 

Transportation Planning Assistance 

Community Project Staff Status Funding 

Attleboro Downtown TOD Study GK, JC, ST Completed 
GATRA, 
MassDOT 

Attleboro Tiffany Street Traffic Counts LD To begin in Spring MassDOT 

Attleboro TOD Study Follow up counts LD Completed MassDOT 

Attleboro, N. 
Attleboro 

Route 1 Corridor Study GL, LEP Underway MassDOT 

Dighton 
Old Somerset Road @ Tremont 
Sight Distance evaluation 

LD Completed MassDOT 

Fall River Wilson Road Truck Counts LD Completed MassDOT 

Fall River Middle at Broadway Safety Study LEP, LD, GL Delayed MassDOT 

Fall River 
Intersection and 2 way to 1 way 
traffic evaluation 

PM, LEP To begin in Spring MassDOT 
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Fairhaven, 
Wareham, Fall 
River, 
Dartmouth 

Bike Path (Regional Plan) 
Assistance 

T-Staff Ongoing MassDOT 

Fairhaven, 
Marion, 
Mattapoisett, 
Wareham 

Route 6 Corridor Study JC Underway MassDOT 

Lakeville Bridge St. Signal Warrant Analysis  LD To begin in Spring MassDOT 

Mansfield 
Bicycle Planning Technical 
Assistance 

JJ, BN Ongoing MassDOT 

Mansfield Downtown truck Analysis PM,LD,LEP Completed MassDOT 

Mansfield, 
Norton, 
Foxboro 

Route 140 Corridor Study LEP, PM Completed MassDOT 

Marion, 
Rochester, 
Wareham 

County Road Reclassification PM, LEP, GI No Progress MassDOT 

Marion Transit Study AA Underway FTA 

Middleborough 
MassDOT Rotary Improvements-
Tech Support 

PM, LED Completed MassDOT 

New Bedford 
Acushnet Ave. at Peckham Rd. 
signal warrant 

LD, LEP Completed MassDOT 

New Bedford 
County St. and Hawthorn St. signal 
warrant 

LD, LEP Completed MassDOT 

Norton 
Bicycle Committee Technical 
Assistance 

JJ, BN Ongoing MassDOT 

Norton 
Route 123, Worcester St. Signal 
Warrant 

LD Completed MassDOT 

Norton Village Center Plan JC, SC, PM Underway MassDOT 

Plainville 
Route 1 @ George St. signal 
warrant analysis 

LD, LEP Completed MassDOT 

Plainville 
Hawkins Woods Sight Distance 
evaluation 

JC Completed MassDOT 

Regional  Taunton River Trail  BN, JJ Ongoing MassDOT 

Regional South Coast Bikeway Planning JJ Ongoing MassDOT 

Regional 
Traffic counting and turning 
movement counts 

LD, JJ Ongoing MassDOT 

Regional  Bicycle, Pedestrian Safety Program LEP, JJ Completed MassDOT 

Regional 
Pavement Management - Fed Aid 
Rd Network 

JJ, LD Ongoing MassDOT 

Regional Pedestrian Plan JJ Completed MassDOT 

Regional Bus Stop Inventory JC, SL, ST Completed MassDOT 

Regional Bus Stop Capital Invst. Plan JC, SL, ST Ongoing MassDOT 

Rochester 
Mary's Pond Road@Walnut St. 
Multi Way Stop 

LD Completed MassDOT 
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Somerset Interstate Access Evaluation PLM Declined MassDOT 

Wareham 
Bicycle Committee Technical 
Assistance 

JS, BN Ongoing MassDOT 

Wareham 
Traffic Count, Signal Warrants 
Route 6 

LD, KR Completed MassDOT 

Wareham Speed Count on Main St -  Onset  LD Completed MassDOT 

Westport Route 177 Safety Evaluation LEP, JC Completed MassDOT 

Westport Head of Westport Traffic Calming LEP, JC Completed MassDOT 
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UNDERLYING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Agriculture is an important component of the landscape in Southeastern Massachusetts. 
The region developed from an agricultural tradition that remains active in our rural communities and 
that is being reimagined in our cities through novel urban agricultural practices. Agricultural lands
provide multi-dimensional value to the region at large:

•	 Economic value. The 2014 Southeastern Massachusetts Food System Assessment found 
that the market value of agricultural production in the Bristol-Plymouth-Norfolk County 
region increased from 2007 to $157,222,000 in 2012. 

•	 Food security. Preserving the practice of agriculture and agricultural lands ensures that 
our local region can connect residents to fresh foods. Fostering a resilient network of 
productive lands contributes to the food security of the region, an increasingly important
concern in the face of potential shocks from climate variability or other disruptions. 

•	 Climate change mitigation. Preserving and enhancing soils through regenerative 
agricultural practices increases the ability of plants to pull carbon (CO2) from the air 
and into the soil, creating an improved topsoil that increases growing productivity, 
infiltrates more rainwater, and buffers drought. High functioning agricultural soil has 
such an important role to play in the future of climate adaptation that groups in 
Australia, for example, are exploring a Soil Carbon Accreditation Scheme that would 
allow farmers to be rewarded with incentive payments for proven CO2 sequestration. 

Given the continued significance of our agricultural lands and their vulnerability in the face of 
development pressures, SRPEDD has devoted a portion of its 2019 DLTA funding ($12,500 in total) 
to regional agricultural planning. We are in the first year of what we hope will be a multi-year 
endeavor to bring farmers to the fore of long-term planning and to grow knowledge on the most 
salient topics for agricultural producers in our region.

TASK 1: BUILDING INTERNAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE IN THE SOUTHEAST

To kick off this regional planning initiative, SRPEDD staff are devoting time to understanding the 
current state of agricultural lands in the southeast and its role within larger contexts, undertaking 
the following sub-tasks:

• A literature review of relevant documents including the 2014 Southeastern 
Massachusetts Food System Assessment, the Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan 
(2015), and the USDA’s Climate Change, Global Food Security, and the U.S. Food 
System report (2015);

•	 Event attendance at relevant workshops, such as the Southeastern Massachusetts 
Agricultural Partnership’s Annual Conference (in addition to attendance, SRPEDD staff 
led a workshop related to agricultural commissions at this event). Participation gives 
staff insight into pressing local agricultural issues.

•	 Mapping the existing “farmland infrastructure network”, including prime agricultural 
soils, existing agricultural lands, APR lands, Chapter 61 lands, right to farm towns, 
Agricultural Commission towns, Farmers Market locations, agricultural zoning, and 
water resources.

SRPEDD DLTA 2019 
REGIONAL AGRICULTURAL PLANNING
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  PLANNED TASK FOR YEAR TWO: Designing and executing a Municipal Vulnerability 
  Preparadenss-style planning procedure to undertake with farmers that addresses agricultural 
  vulnerabilities in the region.

TASK 2: PROVIDING TOPICAL WORKSHOPS TO FARMERS AIMED AT PRESERVING THE PRACTICE OF 
AGRICULTURE

Based on our conversations with farmers and stakeholders, SRPEDD is designing a workshop series 
with the goal of holding three workshops in 2019 that address topics beyond the basic idea 
of “agricultural preservation” as a method of preserving a rural aesthetic, but instead toward 
bringing farmers, residents, and municipal officials information related to the preservation of the 
practice of agriculture - actively using, restoring, and preserving the ecosystem attributes, land 
characteristics, and agricultural knowledge that make the continued practice of agriculture 
possible. The workshop series is planned as follows:

•	 Jan 30, 2019: Future of Your Farmland Information Session (farmland succession / 
preservation strategies). The presenters and partners in workshop development 
included Wildlands Trust, Land for Good, Southeastern Massachusetts Agricultural 
Partnership, and the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

•	 Summer 2019: Dirt to Soil - Regenerative Agricultural Practices Information Session, in the 
planning stage.

•	 Fall 2019 : Connecting Producers to Inadequately Served Local Markets 
Information Session, in the development stage. 

SRPEDD DLTA 2019 
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