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INTRODUCTION
The SRPEDD Region has a wealth of public trails that provide access to nature, open
space, opportunities for healthy recreation and the potential to attract tourists. While
some of these trails are well known and easily located, the majority are not.
In the Spring, SRPEDD, in conjunction with a statewide effort, began to collect
information on trails in the region using existing GIS data. Initial efforts resulted in 414
miles of identified trails, which were consolidated into a database using mapping software.
In July of 2020, SPREDD launched a trails mapping program through our Unified Planning
Work Program to verify the existing trail locations, collect condition data on trails and to
expand the database. The overall goals of this program are to provide a unified resource
for the public and municipalities, to bring trail information together from multiple groups
and resources, participate in the development of a statewide database, and fill gaps in our
multimodal network. Since the launch, the total number of trails identified has grown to
736 miles of trail in the region.
This year-end report showcases our data collection efforts, including an overview of how
we collect the data and what we have discovered so far. It also highlights collaborate
efforts with Norton and features information on ADA accessible trails in the region.
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December 12, 2020: Maps produced by SRPEDD are for the
sole purpose of aiding regional planning decisions and are
not warranted for any other use. This map is not intended for
engineering, legal, or survey purposes.
Data Sources:
(Mass DEM, All Trails, SRPEDD, DCR,
Buzzards Bay Coalition, all cities, towns and land trusts
within the SRPEDD region.)
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Data Sources:
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COLLECTING DATA
SRPEDD set out, not only to identify, but to also
collect detailed information on all public trails
within the SRPEDD region. The data collected
will then be compiled into a database that
could eventually be utilized by the public via an
interactive map on the SRPEDD website. In order
for SRPEDD to collect detailed information on
the attributes and coordinates of the trails within
the region, its staff selected a versatile and mobile
tool that would ensure a seamless transition to
and from field work, working from home, or in
the office. The tool chosen, the ArcGIS Collector
application, works on mobile devices and tablets.
This allowed the team to instantaneously collect
and upload the data they acquired in the field. By
using this application, SRPEDD has been able to
verify data provided by its many partners, collect
new information, and record new GPS tracks of
previously unmapped trails out in the field.

Staff member collects A
photo in the field

SRPEDD staff collected a wide array of data
points with the aim of increasing appropriate
user access to the trails in the region. The data
collected includes, but is not limited to trail width,
trail condition, surface type, allowed recreational
activities, trail difficulty, et cetera. Once fully
compiled, this information will be a valuable
resource to promote recreation and tourism in
the SRPEDD region. When the project draws
to a close, SRPEDD’s database will be the most
detailed and complete data set of public trails in
Southeastern Massachusetts.

Staff member collects DATA
Using ESRI Collector in the
field
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ThisAsphalt
section shows a breakdown of the data we have collected on the
9%
trails so far.

TRAIL DIFFICULTY
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Expert

0.01 %
Intermediate
0.01 18%

Undetermined
12%

Beginner
Intermediate 70%
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Thirty six percent (36%) of trails are in
Asphalt
fair,9% poor or an unknown condition,
meaning that they may have
overgrowth, trail obstructions, or poor
surface quality.
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Expert
0.01 %
0.01

Yes
41%

No
59%

TRAIL SURFACE TYPE
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The majority of trails (59%) currently
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20.4%

322 miles
miles of mapped trails
added to the database
through outreach efforts
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Poor
7%

Natural
72%

of collected trail data in
the SRPEDD Region

percent of mapped trails
with data collected

Wooded
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Other
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8%

Unknown
8%

Fair
21%

Our region has much to offer for beginner
trails. Of those currently walked and
recorded, most are of a beginner level
and less than one percent are considered
expert level, which cater to more skilled
or experienced walkers/hikers.

150 miles

Good
64%

At this point in our data collection
process, we have learned that there
is versatility in the trails and the
activities they offer. However, there are
still improvements that can be made in
both maintenance of the trail and ease
of finding one’s way. These are the goals
of our current data collection and what
future work hopes to solve.

In addition, most of the trails have a natural
surface type, meaning the trail floor is cleared
but is covered by dirt, grass, or other forest debris
such as pine needles or leaves. Only about ten
percent are covered in materials foreign to the
property such as asphalt or gravel.

SRPEDD & Norton

Norton has a vast system of conservation and
recreation areas that play an essential role in the
town. These areas protect Norton’s numerous
valuable natural resources, while also promoting
a happier and healthier community. There are
five public or private organizations that maintain
and protect these areas. Together the Norton
Conservation Commission, Land Preservation
Society of Norton, Norton Historical Society,
Norton Selectmen and the Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Game preserve 22
properties.
One of the main goals of the Regional Trails
Mapping Project is to work together with
community stakeholders. SRPEDD collaborated
with Norton’s Director of the Conservation
Commission, Jennifer Carlino. By combining

SRPEDD’s resources and Ms. Carlino’s expertise
we were able to get an extensive look into the
town's rich natural resources and conservation
history. The Conservation Commission protects
hundreds of acres of land that is filled with
well-maintained trails, beautiful views, and
town history. Ms. Carlino states that the
Conservation Commission “strives for a variety
of natural communities in a variety of locations
throughout town.” Norton’s unique environment
has hundreds of vernal pools, and the Canoe
River. Conservation has been a town priority for
decades, and over time has had numerous local
advocates that helped establish the system of
today. The properties are dedicated and named
after town historical figures, land donors, or
environmental advocates.
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Look deep into nature, and then you will
understand everything better. - Albert Einstein
Visitors can enjoy a wide variety of activities such
as hiking, biking, fishing, kayaking, cross country
skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding, and more.
It is also important to note that the permitted
activities can vary by organization or by property.
On Conservation Commission properties visitors are
required to get a permit for camping. In addition, the
Conservation Commission permits licensed hunting
on all properties, except for Johnson Acres.
Each of the properties have different features that
make them unique. For example, the Conservation
Commission maintains the Johnson Acres. Recently
a Boy Scout’s created a delightful picnic area for
his Eagles Project. It features a charcoal grill, picnic
tables, small fire pit, and open field for activities.
There is easy access to the area and ample parking
to accommodate groups.
The Norton Historical Society property Smith
Farms, and the Conservation Commission property
Leo G. Yelle Conservation Area have a trail system that
connects to each other. This block of conservation
land has several wooden bridges or boardwalks
passing over streams or wetland areas. Prior to being
used for conservation the land was an old mine farm,
where bog iron was mined and trees were felled for
8 charcoal production.

The Yelle Conservation Area is rich in town
history. In 1973 the town purchased this property,
then in 1988 named the land after Leo. G Yelle. Mr.
Yelle grew up in Norton and dedicated much of his
life to community service and conservation. Mr.
Yelle was one of the founders of the Conservation
Commission. As part of the Conservation Commission
he received several grants for different environmental
projects. In addition, Mr. Yelle was closely involved
in the Boys Scouts organization where he would
become a Master Scout. He helped organize several
projects and camping trips over the years to help
get young people more involved in the town. Mr.
Yelle is just one of the many individuals who helped
make conservation and recreation what it is today
in Norton.
The trails mapping project is bringing light to
several of the lesser known ‘hidden gem’ recreation
areas in the region. Norton’s 22 conservation
properties offer a wide variety of activities and
opportunities that everyone can enjoy. People can
immerse themselves in nature to gain a deeper
appreciation for their community and environment.

ACCESSIBLE TRAILS
Accessible trails are trails that are considered
accessible by Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards. Key features that make a trail accessible
include a firm and stable trail surface, a clear tread
width of 36 inches, and tread obstacles no more
than 2 inches in height. Many of these trails also
have other accessible features such as benches,
guide ropes, guided audio tours, sculptures, and
braille signs.
This article features three trails in the SRPEDD
region that are considered accessible trails - Osprey
Marsh in Marion, the Reflection Trail at Attleboro
Springs in Attleboro, and the Pratt Farm ADA Trail in
Middleborough.

OSPREY MARSH BOARDWALK,
MARION
The Osprey Marsh Boardwalk is a new and exciting
ADA certified trail located in Marion. The boardwalk
was newly constructed in 2019, and is located
on 22 acres of Sippican Land Trust conservation
land. This 1800-foot boardwalk travels through a
forested and marsh area known as Planting Island
Cove. The trail surface transitions from flat gravel
to a long wooden boardwalk. Along the way there
are several pull off spots or benches for visitors to
rest. At the end of the boardwalk is a large viewing
platform (shown in the picture above) for visitors
to enjoy the picturesque views of the cove. The
Osprey Marsh Boardwalk is an exceptional trail that
is accessible to all members of the community and
will continue to be a community asset for years to
come.
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REFLECTION ALL PERSONS SENSORY TRAIL
AT ATTLEBORO SPRINGS, ATTLEBORO
Located in the Attleboro Springs Wildlife Sanctuary, the Reflection
“All Persons Sensory” Trail is a universally accessible trail that
passes Brothers Pond and crosses a boardwalk over a vernal
pool. This 0.5-mile, fully accessible loop follows a wide, level
crushed stone path, enhanced with bridges, boardwalks, and
an observation deck.
There is a guide rope on the left, occasionally replaced by a
hand rail, for the entire length of the trail that coincides with
an audio tour. You can call and listen to the audio tour on your
cell phone. The phone tour has a menu so that you can select
the stop you would like to hear about. You can also download
the Audio Tour and play it on your smartphone, iPod, or other
MP3 player. All narrated stops along the trail are marked by a
round bead in the guide rope. Within reach of the bead, there
will be a signpost with the stop name and number in print and
Braille. A square bead in the rope indicates that there is a bench
or other seating nearby.
On this trail, you can listen for Scarlet Tanagers and Ovenbirds,
wood frogs and bull frogs; visit various wetland and woodland
habitats; explore a puddingstone outcrop; and learn about the
natural and cultural history of this special place.

THE PRATT FARM ADA TRAIL, MIDDLEBOROUGH
Pratt Farm in Middleborough recently converted an approximately
750-foot section of trail into a fully accessible ADA trail. Pratt
Farm, a 160-acre property, is managed by the town’s Conservation
Commission and a dedicated group of volunteers. The project
included adding a crushed stone dust surface and grading that
provided accessible access from the parking lot. In addition, the
project added benches and a dozen signs and sculptures of native
plant life. Each sign has the common name, scientific name, and
braille of the featured plant. Next to the braille on the sign is a
sculpted clay model of the plant's leaves. Together these elements
create a more interactive, fulfilling, and inclusive experience for
all visitors to enjoy. This project was funded by a grant from the
Massachusetts Conservation and Recreation Department, the town
of Middleborough, and many generous local donors.
10

WHAT'S
NEXT?
AS WE HEAD INTO 2021, WE PLAN TO CONTINUE THE PROGRESS
IN THE FIELD, AS WELL AS RAMP UP OUR COMMUNITY AND
PUBLIC OUTREACH. WE WILL BE CONNECTING WITH MUNICIPAL
GOVERNMENTS TO INFO SHARE AND COLLABORATE MOVING
FORWARD, SIMILAR TO OUR EFFORTS WITH NORTON.
WE WILL ALSO BE REACHING OUT TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH
SOCIAL MEDIA AND THROUGH A MAPPING EXERCISE ON OUR
WEBSITE. CLICK HERE TO CHECK OUT THE SURVEY.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
PROJECT, OR WOULD LIKE TO LET US KNOW ABOUT A TRAIL
LOCATION PLEASE REACH OUT TO US:
EMAIL: JJONES@SRPEDD.ORG
WEBSITE: WWW.SRPEDD.ORG
PHONE: 774 260-5744
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The Trails Mapping Team at SRPEDD would like to thank all the agencies, community groups, municipal
staff, land trusts, local groups and volunteers that helped support our efforts in this project, without which
we would not have had the success we have had this season.

FEDERAL DISCLAIMER, TITLE VI AND NONDISCRIMINATION NOTICE OF RIGHTS OF
BENEFICIARIES
The preparation of this report has been financed in part through grant[s] from the Federal Highway
Administration and Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, under the State
Planning and Research Program, Section 505 [or Metropolitan Planning Program, Section 104(f)] of Title
23, U.S. Code through Massachusetts Department of Transportation contract 88920. The contents of
this report do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of the U.S. Department of
Transportation.
The Southeastern Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning Organization (SMMPO) through the Southeastern
Regional Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD) operates its programs, services, and
activities in compliance with federal nondiscrimination laws including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(Title VI), the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, and related statutes and regulations. Title VI prohibits
discrimination in federally assisted programs and requires that no person in the United States of America
shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin (including limited English proficiency), be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or
activity receiving federal assistance.
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Related federal nondiscrimination laws administrated by the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Transit
Administration, or both prohibit discrimination on the basis of age, sex, and disability. These protected categories
are contemplated within SRPEDD’s Title VI Programs consistent with federal interpretation and administration.
Additionally, SRPEDD provides meaningful access to its programs, services, and activities to individuals with limited
English proficiency, in compliance with US Department of Transportation policy and guidance on federal Executive
Order 13166.
Individuals seeking additional information or wishing to file a Title VI/Nondiscrimination complaint may contact the
SRPEDD Title VI/Nondiscrimination Coordinator at the contact information here. All such complaints must be received,
in writing, within 180 days of the alleged discriminatory occurrence. Assistance will be provided, upon request, to
individuals unable to provide the complaint form in writing.
Massachusetts Public Accommodation Law (M.G.L. c 272 §§92a, 98,
98a) and Executive Order 526 section 4 also prohibit discrimination
in public accommodations based on religion, creed, class, race, color,
denomination, sex, sexual orientation, nationality, disability, gender
identity and expression, and veteran’s status, and SRPEDD and the
SMMPO assures compliance with these laws. Public Accommodation
Law concerns can be brought to SRPEDD’s Title VI/Nondiscrimination
Coordinator or to file a complaint alleging a violation of the state's Public
Accommodation Law, contact the Massachusetts Commission Against
Discrimination within 300 days of the alleged discriminatory conduct.
The SMMPO is equally committed to implementing federal Executive
Order 12898, entitled “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice
in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations.” In this capacity,
the SMMPO identifies and addresses disproportionately high and
adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies,
and activities on minority populations and low-income populations.
The SMMPO carries out this responsibility by involving minority and
low income individuals in the transportation process and considering
their transportation needs in the development and review of the
SMMPO’s transportation plans, programs and projects.

SRPEDD
LILIA CABRAL-BERNARD
TITLE VI/NONDISCRIMINATION
COORDINATOR
88 BROADWAY
TAUNTON, MA 02780
PHONE: (508) 824-1367
FAX: (508) 823-1803
EMAIL: LCABRAL@SRPEDD.ORG
MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (MCAD)
ONE ASHBURTON PLACE, 6TH FLOOR
BOSTON, MA 02109
(617) 994-6000
TTY: (617) 994-6196

English: If this information is needed in another language, please contact SRPEDD’s Title VI Coordinator by phone at (508)
824-1367.
Portuguese: Caso esta informação seja necessária em outra idioma, favor contar o coordenador em Título VI do SRPEDD
pelo telephone (508) 824-1367.
Spanish: Si necesita esta información en otro idioma, por favor contacte al coordinador de SRPEDD del Título VI al (508)
824-1367.
Haitian Creole: Si yo bezwen enfòmasyon sa a nan yon lòt lang, tanpri kontakte Koòdonatè Tit VI SRPEDD a pa telefòn
nan (508) 824-1367.
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