
Norton Waterbody Access Master Plan
Neighborhood Meeting #4
Alder Road Access Site
April 24th, 2021

1

Summary
The Alder Road site is situated between Sailor Lane and Alder Road, and provides access to 
the Norton Reservoir for recreational activities. The site is small (0.24 acres) and somewhat over-
grown with invasive species and poison ivy. There is limited parking with no official delineation 
of boundaries between the parking spaces and abutting parcels. 

Site Access Path facing water - tire 
marks near the water’s edge indicate 
that users are backing up further 
than is necessary 

Site Vision
The Alder Road site is less frequently used than other sites in Norton, and is a less hospitable 
location than other Norton water access sites for pedestrians and motorists to visit. The over 
arching vision is to create the opportunity for visitors to enjoy a scenic view of the Norton reser-
voir by taking advantage of increased amenities (such as benches and an informational kiosk) 
and site maintenance and to enable access for car-top water craft users such as canoers and 
kayakers. The main interventions at this site are the clearing of invasive species and poisonous 
plants, the evaluation of some stormwater infrastructure, and the enforcement of no-dumping 
rules. Additionally, this site is situated within a residential area. The installation of signage or a 
vegetative barrier delineating the boundary to the public access point, both on site and on 
adjacent roadway to show where parking is permitted would help to separate the public ac-
cess and private residential spaces. This site is not currently ADA accessible. 

Water Access and Use
• There is one asphalt access point to the water which is relatively small. However, car tire 

marks at the site indicate that site users are backing up directly to the edge of the water for 
boat launches, which is an inappropriate use given the small amount of space at the site. 

• The shoreline of the site is overgrown with weeds, invasive plants, and (poison) ivy. This 
restricts water access, recreational activities, and leisurely uses, and harms the natural and 
ecological integrity of the site’s ecosystem. 

• Because of the overgrowth of plants, and lack of sidewalks/parking spots/driveways, this site 
would not be considered ADA accessible.

Overgrowth at the site decreases the 
recreational views of the water. There 
is dumping of yard waste and debris 
in spite of no dumping restrictions. 

Site Access Path facing town - tire 
marks near the water’s edge indicate 
that users are backing up further 
than is necessary 
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Site Boundaries and Cleanliness
• Residents at the site have expressed some confusion regarding the site boundaries, abutting 

property lines, and town owned locations. Additional signage or fencing is required to more 
adequately designate the site boundaries. 

• There is the opportunity to clear the site of unwanted plants and install a bench for viewing. 
However, in order to ensure people do not clean the site up on their own, the view area 
needs to be maintained and kept clear by the town. 

• Site users are dumping trash such as yard waste at the site. Additional site monitoring is 
required. 

View of the water access path alongside The site does not have demarcations showing its boundaries. 
The mailbox at left may be in the public access parcel.

Signange, Parking, Traffic, and Vehicular Circulation Issues
• Four to five parking spots can be accommodated at the site. On-street parking is the only 

solution for accommodating cars at the site given its small size. The water access pathway is 
narrow and will require maintenance. It does seem to be funneling stormwater directly from 
the roadway and into the reservoir. 

Site Opportunities
• Though the site is called ‘Alder Road’, it could be rebranded to ‘Sailor’s Lane’ to reflect the 

cross street
• Add a bench for viewing the water and maintain the view access
• Install an informational sign on ‘Sailor’s Lane’ 
• The site has a ‘spur’ on its Western edge where a kiosk could be placed. 


