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Summary
The Crane Street Preserve (CSP) is the access site for the Three Mile River, and features a variety 
of uses such as trail connectivity, hiking, and serving as a launch-off point for kayaking and 
canoeing. Because this site is owned by The Land Preservation Society of Norton, the Town of 
Norton is in a support role helping the group realize its vision for the site. 

Site Parking lot - requires levelling in 
order to be ADA compliant and larger

Trail to the TMR. Requires updated 
signage and maintenance

The site has a single informational 
board

Site Vision
The overarching vision is to create the opportunity for visitors to participate in a guided signage 
tour along the banks of the Three Mile River with historical, cultural, and ecological information 
presented. Major changes to the site are not necessary nor desired. Rather, specific modifica-
tion to some existing site elements are necessary to ease and encourage use for canoeing, 
kayaking, walking, and horseback riding. While there are some amenities available at the site, 
issues with street accessibility and the parking lot limit some of what is possible and serve as an 
obstacle to this vision. The biggest issue with the site are human factors such as littering and 
potentially illegal activity, as well as environmental factors caused by blowdown. Improved 
signange, lighting, and river clean-ups can help with these issues at the site.

Water Access and Use
• Blowdown is a significant issue in the TMR. In particular, Blowdown prevents kayakers and 

canoers from accessing the upper TMR due to large obstructions in the river pathway. 
Downed trees are currently adding in to channel infill and contributing to invasive species 
growth along the shoreline and exposed bank areas. 

• Little canoe usage - attributable in part to lack of parking spots at CSP, as well as poor 
signange indicating permitted water uses. 

• The access path to TMR currently features poor accessibility (issues with slope and path 
width)and does not have sufficient enough signange to indicate its existence or permitted 
uses. Strategies for addressing these issues includes widening the path while respecting the 
ROW and major trees, as well as creating a gradual stepped path. 
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Public Safety and Site Cleanliness
• Undesirable activity happens in the site during the night time. This can be addressed with 

signange indicating that no parking is permitted from Dusk until Dawn. Solar lights also need 
to be installed to deter nighttime loiterers. 

• There are significant issues with litter management at the site - both people leaving litter 
and TLPS’ ability to clean up the site. TLPS needs more assistance/ funding to assist with 
maintenance of the site.

• There is a significant amount of Poison Ivy present at the site. 

TMR accessibility from the trail reaching TMR Accessibility (same as left) taken from the Crane St. Bridge

Parking, Traffic, and Vehicular Circulation Issues
• There are 4 parking spots at the site, however parking could be improved through the 

creation of a levelled and properly graded parking spot. 
• No parking is permitted from Dusk until Dawn, however there is not sign. Sign needs to be 

posted. 

Site Opportunities
• An LPS intern developed an ArcGIS map of trails in the available region. This could be 

expanded to includes the site’s trails. Expanding the on-site trail system would be helpful for 
increasing access to the TMR as well as the overall visibility of the site / trails.

• Explore grant options for developing the site further. 
• Expand signage related to: historic sites along the TMR, TMR’s designation as a ‘Wild and 

Scenic’ river, water access from the site to the TMR. 

Water Access and Use Continued
• Updating access plans to the TMR would require identifying and planning for an updated 

ROW along Crane Street. The path to the TMR has a varying distance parallel to the 
guardrail which could complicate things. There is a desire to improve the onsite trail system 
as much as possible.


