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Summary
The Dam Site is located between Harbor Road, Reservoir Street, Falls Road, and Alder Road 
and is the location for multiple paths to access points where recreational activities are limited 
to enjoyment of water views. The Reservoir itself is shallow and requires maintenance, including 
evaluating options for sedimentation control. Dredging was previously evaluated at the site, 
but was determined to be unfeasible due to its high cost.

 Water access pathways from the 
north Side from the public parking 

View along public lands between the 
Dam site and the Alder Road Site

Existing bike rack and bench on 
South side next to spillway. 

Site Vision
The Dam Site can have multiple clear approaches to water access points. Currently, there is 
the potential for conflict between trail users and private property abutters due to incomplete 
demarcations between public and private lands and overall limited accessibility options. To 
ensure that all residents and visitors can equally enjoy the site, updated amenities including 
redefined town-maintained trails, improved signage and parking spots, and demarcations 
between public land and private property is required. Parking volume is limited to the parking 
area on the South Side of the Dam. Extending and widening the parking area would make it 
easier to pull in and back out for the parking lot. One option would be to have the parking lot 
angled perpendicular to the dam.

Dam and Water Access and Use
• There are two sides to the dam site - access on the North and access to the South.
• Water access on the South is achieved through two narrow paths. The first path leads to the 

water at the outlet of the dam where visitors can view the water. The second path leads in 
the opposite direction to open space near the dam spillway structure, for viewing purposes 
only. 

• Water access is limited to only public property and town owned roads. However, due 
to poor demarcations and signage, water visitors often end up trekking through private 
property in the vicinity of harbor road. 

• There is no watercraft access on either side within a certain proximity of the dam.  
• On the South side there are also two driveways that enter the site. One is a public access 

driveway to a small parking area for 2 cars, and another is for maintenance vehicles only. 
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Public Safety and Site Cleanliness
• Due to fluid boundary lines between public and private access, there is the potential 

for conflict between visitors and residents. It is possible to address this situation through 
improved signage and delineations along property boundaries.

• Visibility of the site from the road can be improved for increased safety and supervision with 
removal of invasive species and plant undergrowth. 

• Reservoir Street, from which the dam site is accessed is a heavily trafficked road without 
a crosswalk. There is a worry that pedestrians (including teenagers) are in danger when 
crossing the road. 

There is an informational board positioned The Dam (left) and spillway structure (right) are partially 
accessible from the trails and pathways. 

Parking, Traffic, and Vehicular Circulation Issues
• Motorists park overnight at the site, although no overnight parking is permitted. 
• Harbor Road is a small road with no on street parking. However, visitors tend to use the 

location for parking. This could be alleviated with the install of ‘Resident Only’ parking signs.  

Site Opportunities
• Increase signage indicating private vs. town owned property. 
• Connect the North side of the dam with a trail extending to the Alder Road Site 
• Encourage ‘No Littering, Leave No Trace’ signage.
• Clean up and formalization / re-routing of trails.
• Better site security through better visibility of the dam from Reservoir Street.
• Expanded Parking area.

Dam and Water Access and Use Continued
• The North side has one driveway onto the site, with space for ~2 cars, and a path up to the 

North side of the dam spillway. 


