APC & Nemasket Watershed Management and Climate Action Plan
Existing Conditions and Anticipated Climate Change Impacts Overview

RECREATIONAL ACCESS
SECTION 1: CURRENT CONDITIONS IN WATERSHED
Key Recreation Lands Acreage Figures
Open Space and Recreation areas represent a
significant portion of the APC and Nemasket River
Watershed’s total land area. As represented in the
MassGIS Open Space and Recreation Spatial Data
Layer (12/15/2020), 9,267 acres (21%) out of a
total watershed area of 44,900 acres are open
space and recreation community assets with at
least some level of on-going protection from
development or alternative use.
Further, the APC and Nemasket River waterbodies
serve as a center of gravity for open space and
recreation lands in the immediate region. Forty three percent (or 4,015 acres) of the 9,267 acres of open
space and recreation land throughout the watershed are situated in tracts that are adjacent to the APC
or Nemasket. Of these 4,015 acres of water-adjacent open space lands, 85% (3,404 acres) are in tracts
that are accessible to the public. The map image below shows open space and recreation areas by their
public accessibility, as well as their primary purpose.
Other key clusters of open space and recreation land are found around Tispaquin Pond in
Middleborough, along Black Brook in Middleborough, along Snipatuit Brook in Rochester, the area
around Elders Pond in Lakeville, and the Freetown-Fall River State Forest / SE Mass Bioreserve in
Freetown.
Much of the open space and recreation
land in the watershed area is owned by
specific public entities. The ten largest
individual open space and recreation
land owners are shown in the chart at
right. The City of New Bedford is by far
the largest land owner by total acreage
holdings, the owner of 2,942 acres of
water supply protection lands around
Assawompset, Poksha, Great Quittacas
and Little Quittacas Ponds.

Recreational Opportunities
Within the watershed, recreational opportunities vary across four main geographies: (1) Long Pond, (2)
the rest of the Ponds, (3) the Nemasket River, and (4) upland parks. Generally, these areas carry
different types of restrictions on permitted recreational activities.
Long Pond is the hub of water-based recreation in the Ponds Complex. Most kinds of water-based
recreational pursuits are permitted, including swimming and boating (motorized and non-motorized).
Long Pond has a different operational framework from the rest of the ponds, with an independent
permitting system for boat access. Long Pond’s shorefront is a densely-settled residential community,
therefore most access points are privately held. There are three public recreation areas:
•

Long Pond Town Beach in Freetown; a 5.6-acre town-owned property with Limited Public
Access (must pre-purchase parking pass)

•

Long Pond Boat Ramp in Freetown; a Division of State Parks and Recreation parcel with a
concrete boat ramp and 47 trailer spaces [Public Access Limited or Full?]

•

Tamarack Park and Long Pond Conservation Area in Lakeville; a combined 54-acre property
with a parking area, meadow, trail to the water, and small paddle-craft put-in with Full Public
Access. Park history video.

An additional waterfront site, the
Cathedral Camp, owned by the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Boston, has as of April 15, 2021,
posted publicly that the summer
camp and retreat center are
closing. The future of this potential
recreation site is unknown at this
time.
Given its role in drinking water
supply, no water-based recreation
except for shoreline fishing is
permitted in the APC outside of
Long Pond, with limited exceptions.
Boating is allowed only for
shoreline residents on
Assawompset and Pocksha Ponds.
All boats used on Assawompset and
Pocksha must have a special
permit.
There is, however, an extensive
area of publicly-accessible
recreation land around the APC for

activities like walking, hiking, and nature study. There are sites with parking area, trail, picnicking, and
fishing amenities, including:
•

•

New Bedford Waterworks in Rochester; an area along the southern edge of Great Quittacas
with Full Public Access to a trails network for hiking, biking, snowshoeing, skiing and waterfront
views.
Betty’s Neck in Lakeville, a large town-owned property with parking and three miles of trails
through meadow, forest, and to a shorefront fishing area with Full Public Access.

The Nemasket River and its surrounding
corridor offer a number of locations for
canoe and kayak put-ins. Some of these
put-ins are adjacent to improved
recreational parklands, such as Oliver Mill
Park and near the Nemasket Herring Run
Park at Wareham Street in
Middleborough, or have improved parking
areas such as the Old Bridge Street site.
Kayaking from Oliver Mill Park to Vaughn
Street is approximately 5.15 miles of
paddling with portages. Low water levels
and extensive plant growth limit the reach
of canoers and kayakers in the river, with
paddling best in early spring. Do any other
streams in the watershed have
recreational access?
Farther afield from the Ponds and River,
several regionally-significant nature-based
recreation areas are located in the APC
and Nemasket River Watershed uplands.
These include:
•

•
•
•
•

Several Wildlife Management
Areas, including portions of the
Taunton River WMA,
Meetinghouse Swamp WMA,
Rocky Gutter WMA and Black
Brook WMA, with hunting, fishing,
trapping, and wildlife viewing
possibilities.
Pratt Farm in Middleborough
Tispaquin Pond Access
Fall Brook-Washburn Conservation Area
Several forest preserves, including Middleborough Town Forest, Talcott White Edminster
Memorial Forest, Fredrick Weston Memorial Forest

•
•

Freetown-Fall River State Forest and SE Mass Bio Reserve
Pulaski Park in New Bedford

SECTION 2: CHALLENGES TO A BALANCED RECREATION PROGRAM
In such an environmentally sensitive and important water supply waterbody, any recreational program
has to balance multiple competing needs. For the purpose of watershed and climate resilience planning,
a balanced recreation program is one which provides a quality outdoor recreation experience for people
within a range of recreational activities that have a low impact on ecology and water quality in the APC
and Nemasket River. The following paragraphs explore the facets of establishing and maintaining a
balanced recreation program in the watershed.
Advertising Recreational Opportunities and Regulations
There are substantial existing materials explaining the range and location of permitted recreational
activities in the watershed, but it is unclear if these informational materials are posted and available
where people would most naturally think to look.
Non-Profit Organizations and Associations
The Buzzards Bay Coalition (BBC) is the organization that posts the most information about recreating in
the APC, with a dedicated page describing where and how to visit the complex, highlighting recreation
access at Tamarack Park, Betty’s Neck, New Bedford Waterworks (cautioning that trails are not marked),
the Long Pond Boat Ramp (noting good fishing for largemouth bass, white, and yellow perch, as well as
the fact that there are no restrictions on speed or boat size in the pond), and the Stuart F. Morgan
Conservation Area (horse riding permitted). The BBC webpage has a 1:40 minute video that showcases
how to access each of these areas. The site hikingproject.com has a map of the trails at Betty’s Neck and
the New Bedford Waterworks recreation areas.
An organization called TEAMS (no longer active) created an informational map of the Ponds (with the
exception of Long Pond) with permitted usage regulations enumerated. This document is hosted on the
Buzzards Bay Coalition website and appears in a Google Search for “Assawompset Pond Complex,” but it
is not linked to the BBC webpage “How to explore the Assawompset Pond Complex” page, nor is it
posted on any town websites. Some information on public access in the flyer conflicts with state Open
Space data, which should be made consistent.
The Long Pond Association has a website with information on recreation, which lists boating (no boat
size or speed restrictions), swimming, water skiing, fishing, ice-fishing, skating, camping and aesthetic
view appreciation as pond recreational uses. The website does not appear to have been updated since
the late 2000’s. Long Pond Association is currently focused on forming a Lake District.
The Taunton River Watershed Alliance, in partnership with the Rhode Island Blueways and Greenways
program, has a map resource with descriptions of kayak put-ins on the Nemasket River. Five sites are
identified between Vaughn Street Bridge and Oliver Mill Park.
Town Websites
Freetown does not have a Parks Department. A thorough search called up a document establishing a
Parks and Recreation Committee on July 13, 2020. The website does have a prominent GIS portal, where

various community attributes can be explored. Unfortunately, the Open Space layer falls under the
category “MassGIS Data,” and it is debatable whether a non-GIS data user would know to click this to
get to a parks map. The Conservation Commission has some links to recreational opportunities like the
Southeastern Massachusetts Bioreserve, but nothing about the APC, despite the Long Pond Town Beach
and Long Pond Boat Ramp being located in Freetown.
Lakeville has a Parks Commission that oversees certain properties. The webpage focuses on describing
the process to rent facilities. Similarly to Middleborough, specific information about parks, park
regulations, and programs are not listed on the site. There is a dedicated page for the APC listed under
Boards and Committees, but it presents as “Under Construction.” The Select Board page leads to some
information about pond levels and a link to a page on Betty’s Neck that is also listed as “Under
Construction.” The only water-related recreational bylaw that appears to be on the books in Lakeville is
a prohibition against motorized boats on Loon Pond.
Middleborough has a Parks and Recreation Department and a Parks Commission, but information about
specific parks, park regulations, and programs are not listed on their website. The Nemasket River and
APC are mentioned on the website, but in the context of community history. It does not seem like any
ponds use regulations are present in Middleborough’s community bylaws.
Rochester has a truly impressive wealth of information on their website. There is a Parks Commission,
but it is within the Conservation Commission and Town Forest Committee where the management of
public lands seems to occur. Their statement of purpose is to be “responsible for protecting Rochester's
natural resources, managing the Town Forest & Conservation lands, environmental and open space
planning, and administering state and local wetlands statutes." They have a dedicated website with
detailed trail maps for 15 recreation properties, including the New Bedford Waterworks site, though
these maps do not mention details on permitted activities. The township GIS database has a clearly
labeled Open Space layer. Rochester also has a herring inspector, though their duties are not listed on
the town webpage.
New Bedford has a robust Department of Parks, Recreation and Beaches. Despite owning a tremendous
amount of publicly-accessible land around the ponds, the department’s listing of open space and parks
excludes parcels not within New Bedford itself. For those facilities in New Bedford, there is a lot of
detailed information and trail maps available on the website. There is a Park Board of Commissioners
which develops rules governing park facilities.
Taunton is an interesting case. While much of the land that New Bedford owns around the APC is open
to the public, none of the 486 acres owned by Taunton permit public access. The Town has good
information on its parks and recreation facilities on the Parks and Recreation, Cemeteries, and Public
Ground webpage. On the one hand, it is questionable that information about the APC should be posted
here as the Taunton lands do not present a recreational opportunity. On the other, posting information
about non-City-owned lands in the APC as a nearby regional recreational opportunity could encourage
residents of Taunton to visit the area and be more connected to their water supply source.
Other Websites with Information on Recreation in the APC and Nemasket:
●
●

Discover Middleborough: Assawompset Pond Complex page under “Outdoor Recreation”
Paddling.com has an account of paddling the Nemasket.

●
●
●

Bostonkayaker.com has an account of paddling the Nemasket.
Rhode Island Land Trust Council has a “Explore Rhode Island’s Blueways and Greenways”
website, which includes the Nemasket Corridor.
Nemasket Kayak Center out of Wareham offers guided kayak tours of the Nemasket.

Recreational Programming and Value
One under-appreciated and studied dimension of public recreation and conservation land is the spiritual
practices and values inherent to many of these special places. In the Plan Area region, everyone can
access a degree of spirituality around the unique natural features of the APC - feelings of perspective,
wholeness in nature, and taking joy in variety and beauty.
Local tribal populations have particularly significant spiritual ties to the APC, Nemasket, and surrounding
lands. In a Nemasket River Story (LakeCAM Original Production, Eric Anderson), anthropologist Dr. Curtis
Hoffman discusses the seasonal population centers of indigenous peoples that along the Nemasket and
APC in the pre-colonial era, with herring providing a reliable resource to these communities. The word
“Nemasket” refers to a particular place on the river, around the present-day Route 105 crossing, and
means “the fishing place.” Many places that are important to tribal traditions and spiritual practices are
not overtly advertised so that they can remain intact. An exception, the Royal Wampanoag Cemetery, is
located on the ponds between Great and Little Quittacas Ponds.
The Ponds and Nemasket are somewhat tied into local town recreational programming. The
Middleborough Tourism Board hosts the annual Herring Festival at Oliver Mill Park to celebrate the
herring run as a unique, celebratory annual event that ties into local history. There is a local annual
canoe and kayak race on the Nemasket organized by the Parks Department. The Taunton River
Stewardship Council water-access sub-committee is also heavily involved in designing paddling
programs in the Nemasket.
Trends in Rule Violations
Rule violations, knowingly or unknowingly perpetrated, are an on-going threat to a balanced
recreational program in the APC and Nemasket River watersheds.
The main enforcement arm of water access and public lands regulations around the APC is the team of
ACP Rangers. The ACP Rangers were created in 2002 and 2003 as part of the Assawompset Ponds
Complex management plan for Betty’s Neck, with the express purpose of on-site environmental
management. The rangers were hired on their ability to perform critical environmental monitoring and
safety tasks such as safety and hazard reporting and groundskeeping (Rangers had to have a bachelors
or 1 year professional experience in Natural Resources Management, ecosystem restoration, wetland
mitigation, fish/aquatic resources management, wildlife management). More than just stewards of the
land, the APC rangers were also responsible for developing and disseminating information about the
APC’s resources and areas, performing administrative duties for the APC Management Team, and
coordinating with relevant Mass Agencies (ie Mass DEP, Mass Dept. Of Fisheries, Wildlife, and the
Environment). The rangers were originally hired for 10 month terms and would conduct their activities 5
days out of the week, including the weekends and major holidays such as Memorial Day and
Independence Day. In recent years, the Rangers have enabled access to the ponds for special wildlife

and habitat restoration projects and studies, such as the Loon project, which has re-established a loon
population on the ponds.
Today, the APC Ragner program is jointly funded by the City of New Bedford Water Supply, the City of
Taunton Water Supply, and the Town of Lakeville. Lakeville pays all expenses for the Ranger program up
front, and then bills New Bedford and Taunton for their contributions at the end of the season (each
entity pays $6,000 for a total budget of $18,000 per year). In 2020, for the first time, the rangers were
funded in part by the sale of annual boat permits to pond-side property owners issued by Taunton
Water Supply ($25 a year), but this may have been a one-time occurrence and is not built into the
Ranger Program financing structure in a formal and regular way. As a side note, boat owners do not
have to show their boat to receive a permit, calling into question whether certain types of boats that are
not permitted on the ponds are receiving permit stickers.
The Ranger team fluctuates has between 2 and 4 staff members depending on the time of year. The
head of the Ranger team – the APC Environmental Manager – is active all year. The Ranger team patrols
all lands around the complex, but puts special emphasis on maintaining a presence in high-use areas.
Ranger patrol hours vary based on weather conditions and are kept variable to maintain random checks
on a very limited budget. Attracting and retaining staff is difficult, in part due to the limited funding
available for salary. The Environmental Manager and Rangers are paid as 1099 contract employees.
Rangers are paid minimum wage, currently set at $13.50 per hour. The Environmental Manager has a
slightly higher hourly rate. As minimum wage increases while the overall budget for the ranger program
remains the same, the ultimate effect is to restrict the number of hours that the Rangers can work.
The Rangers are the region’s first line of defense against rule violations. Hot spots of rule violations
occur at several areas throughout the complex, including White Banks, Great Island, the Causeway, the
APC Dam and Betty’s Neck. Typical themes of rule violations include alcohol usage, parties that extend
past recreational area closing hours at dusk, illegal fire starts, and dogs allowed off leash. During the
2020 season, this latter rule violation resulted in two children being bitten by dogs. Another area of
consistent rule violation is attempts by canoeists and kayakers to access the restricted water supply
portion of The Ponds as a paddling area. In Summer 2020, the Rangers counted over 100 people trying
to portage over the APC Dam at the end of the Nemasket River and into Assawompset Pond.
When an APC Ranger confronts a group of rule violators, their procedure is to hand out a copy of system
regulations, or to leave a copy of the regulations on cars if individuals cannot be located. In previous
years, there has been hesitancy to call local police in to respond to extreme situations of rule breaking
and in instances of hostility toward the APC Rangers. The Rangers are rethinking this approach as call
volumes could better show an accurate picture of the level of enforcement confrontations,
substantiating requests for additional staffing and funding. The State Environmental Police are another
line of defense, though there are so few police shared by the entire state of Massachusetts that any calls
placed by the Rangers have hours-long response times before environmental police can be on site.
Future Goals for Recreation

In recognition of the unique opportunities for recreation that they provide, several towns have explicitly
adopted policies and future goals and recommendations for protecting and enhancing the APC and
Nemasket River as part of their municipal Open Space and Recreation Plans (OSRPs).
On the whole the recommendations in local OSRPs take a systems-level, comprehensive approach and
put forth recommendations for supporting the improved management of the APC and Nemasket River
on a corridor or watershed wide basis. The documents identify cooperation as a key tool for keeping the
region and its natural areas healthy, productive, and useful to recreators. In particular “cooperative
regional programs for shoreline protection,” is one intervention that was advanced as being a potential
starting point for enhancing the Nemasket’s health. Shoreline protection covers topics such as
increasing access to the river through the use and maintenance of hiking / walking trails, better flood
controls, and improvements to leaching septic systems. Shoreline trails would not only serve as a
recreational activity in their own right, but also would connect protected areas to each other for
potential wildlife usage. Cooperation was also mentioned in the domains of water level management –
particularly in reference to water withdraw permits - and wildlife protection.
The OSRPs also highlight water management as a primary concern, first in the context of climate change
(Middleborough – Recommendation No 5, Lakeville – Recommendation No. 1) and then in the context
of water management to ensure aquatic flora and fauna health as well as sustainability for human uses
(Lakeville, Recommendations No.5 and No. 6). As climate change has a multitude of effects on the
region’s open and natural spaces, runaway impacts to the system’s water levels may require
programmatic or infrastructural changes.
Town,
Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) Recommendations related to the Nemasket River and/or
Rec #
the Assawompset Ponds Complex
Middleborough
1
Wading Place – connect foot-trails along the Nemasket River for a continuous foot-trail system.
Provide parking, signage, and improve access. A to-scale site map should be developed that depicts
walking trails, forest stand types, unique features and public amenities provided, if any.
2
Improve handicap access to the Wareham Street Herring Run at Thomas Memorial Park
3
Andreattola Property: this property has passive recreational potential as part of the Nemasket River
corridor. It is in close proximity to the Pratt Farm site and the historic Wading Place and should be
opened to the public for limited use.
4
New Bedford Water Works Property – Wooded land along Assawomponset and Pocksha Pond –
negotiate limited access for the purposes of passive recreation
5
Consider the Assawompset Pond Complex as a potential future water supply for Middleborough as
additional development occurs
6
Manage and improve the Nemasket River Ecosystem to encourage recreational use of land and on
the river while at the same time, improve the anadromous fish run by various conservation and
restoration means
7
Explore the possibilities of creating a Nemasket / Taunton River Corridor designation similar to the
Natural Heritage Corridor (Blackstone Valley), State Heritage Corridor, or Greenways State Park
(Connecticut River Valley). Support efforts of involved communities in nominating this corridor for
distinction.
Lakeville

1
2

3
4

5
6
7

Post flooding of 2010, investigate how better septic systems will protect the Nemasket and our
communities from flooding related to wastewater or leaching.
“It will be, therefore, extremely important for Lakeville to develop cooperative regional programs
with [neighboring towns] to gain complete shoreline protection [for the Nemasket]. Further, the over
water views are so extensive that for truly complete protection, vigilance must extend well beyond
the Pond’s immediate shorelines [particularly viewsheds]”
Health of Nemasket river taken into consideration as potential impacts of water mining by DEP
“The Nemasket River is regionally renowned for excellent flatwater paddling. The development of
parking at Vaughan Street has augmented that at Old Bridge Street, providing easy access to the
river. Public awareness of the scenic and ecological value of the Nemasket would increase support for
improved protection of river shoreline areas and upland buffers. Use of motor boats on the
Nemasket River, however, is disruptive to wildlife and paddlers”
Advocate for sustainability of new water withdrawal permits from Assawompset Pond Complex to
assure healthy flow level of the Nemasket River
Promote efforts of new regional committees to study APC dam management and water level
Create and implement forest plan for town forest areas, including Betty’s Neck [APC shorefront],
James Jasper Vigers Jr. Conservation Area [upland within the APC watershed], and the night soil
repository area

Future Recreational Opportunities under Discussion
While OSRP planning processes attempt to anticipate recreational needs, there are always unanticipated
specific opportunities that emerge that advance the spirit and general policies of the plan. Several such
opportunities have recently presented themselves around the Ponds and the Nemasket. Other issues
have also emerged in recent discussions.
1. The Middleborough DPW has vacated its previous headquarters on Wareham Street, directly
adjacent to the Nemasket River above the Bascule (aka Wareham Street) Dam. The DPW site is
already integrated into recreational river access and unique species conservation; the DPW
readily allowed the site to be used as a kayak put in, and it is the location where volunteers
perform fish counts as herring migrate through the river. With this site vacant, the town is
exploring options for this property, and has executed a public survey surrounding its use as a
park and the specific elements that the public would like to see included. Responses emphasized
expanding water access.
2. Additional public education is required around Indigenous/Native American rights and uses of
the river. In future years, events and speakers could be organized for November, which is Native
American Heritage Month.
3. There is a need to balance recreational and habitat needs when it comes to tree falls in the
Nemasket. Naturally-occurring tree falls into the river are very significant for habitat value and
are essential to some ecological processes. But they also conflict with recreational enjoyment
and safety of paddling on the river. The management plan provides an opportunity for guidance
on this issue, potentially working with DFW to advise on downed tree management.
4. A land acquisition is in process on Murdock Street, which could provide additional river access
and supportive parking infrastructure in the downstream reaches of the Nemasket.
5. The Wareham Street is a particularly difficult portage challenging, with having to cross Wareham
Street.
6. There is interest in expanding town-run recreational programming opportunities in the ponds
and river.

7. There is information that the Picone / Sunnyside Farm in Middleborough may be sold in
upcoming years. This property abuts Oliver Mill Park / Estate and encompasses the north/east
riverbank of the Nemasket River, almost the entire distance from Rt. 44 to the Plymouth Street
river crossing.
8. There is a conceptual Downtown Middleborough River Walk in development on public
properties from Route 28 to Route 105/E Main. There are some private properties interrupting
the pathway at present, but many public properties that could be used for a walkway and/or
bike path.
SECTION 3: IMPLICATIONS OF ANTICIPATED CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS
Climate change will cause increased temperatures in the watershed throughout all seasons, but
particularly in the summer. The correlation between increased temperatures and recreational demand is
not certain. On the one hand, water-based recreation may increase in areas like Long Pond where there
is existing recreational infrastructure and where an expanded array of water-based uses like swimming
and boating, which can have a cooling effect, are possible. On the other hand, specific increases in
summer temperatures may cause high use periods to shift from the summer months into the cooler
spring, fall and even winter months for more strenuous uses with less of a cooling effect, such as river
paddling. Planning for both scenarios should be pursed, especially in scheduling the peak need for
Ranger monitoring.
Increased temperatures are having the spillover effect of increasing our susceptibility to vector-borne
diseases. Mosquitos and ticks carrying specific diseases like West Nile virus or Rocky Mountain Spotted
Fever are expanding their range as winters become more temperate with lessened instances or periods
of hard freeze. Triple E has become a regular threat from year to year in the watershed, varying in lesser
or greater extent with weather and breeding patterns, prompting sprays. As people recreate out doors
and near the water, it will become more and more imperative to continually remind recreators of the
risks and of the steps that can be taken to mitigate (but not eliminate) these public health risks.
One of the major recreational interests around the ponds is passive enjoyment of views, nature study,
and photography. These activities can be diminished by the presence of invasive species that overtake
natural landscapes. To the extent that climate change forces the migration of certain species or stresses
native species, the system may face increased vulnerability to domination by invasive plant and animal
species. Proactive invasive species management will become even more vital to preserving aspects of
passive and active recreation, and in assisting in limiting the spread of invasives through best
management practices like boat washing and nutrient management.
Climate change is predicted to bring additional intense rain events and flooding risk to the watershed.
Many recreational access points are by nature close to the water's edge and, therefore, more
susceptible to flooding. Recreational amenities within flood-prone areas along the Nemasket and the
Ponds will need to have improvements that are floodproofed by virtue of their height and specific
location, easily mobile and movable from floodplains before a storm event, or designed without much
infrastructure at all so that investments in recreational amenities are not consistently inundated and
damaged. Study of the archeological and/or sacred sites with significance to local tribal communities
should also be considered, as flood damage could have the capacity to damage these objects or spaces
depending on their nature.

SECTION 4: DATA GAP DOCUMENTATION
The following additional data sets do not currently exist that would assist in better recreational access
management.
1. Violations. A mechanism for keeping systematic track of Ranger interactions with parties that
violate recreational usage regulations would be helpful in identifying the worst problem areas,
most common types of violations, and for making the case for additional enforcement resources
where necessary.
2. Usage. A central system of annual reporting on number of boating permits issued and other
more readily tracked elements indicating recreational usage on the ponds would be helpful to
track over time.
3. Signage. A signage inventory around the APC and Nemasket can help to identify where
additional signage or different types of signage are needed to explain water access regulations.
4. Budget. Information on the process for re-evaluating the budget of the Ranger program, for
example, what state-lead minimum wage increase threshold would trigger a reevaluation of the
existing $18,000 budget, would help in planning processes.

SECTION 5: TRADE-OFFS AND CO-BENEFITS WITH OTHER INTERESTS
Improved Recreational Access and…
1. Drinking Water Supply Levels: Neutral – recreational activity does not have a bearing on water
supply levels.
2. Water Quality: Trade-Off. Recreational activities involving equipment can spread contaminants
in the water that are particularly of concern for drinking water supply and effects on aquatic and
riverine species.
3. Floodwater Management: Co-Benefit. Any improved site access amenities that towns or other
groups invest in are vulnerable to floodwater damages, and would in most cases be less
vulnerable with floodwater management.
4. Stormwater Management: Potential Trade-Off. Improved recreational site access amenities,
such as paved parking lots, if not engineered with proper infiltration and stormwater
management features, can increase stormwater runoff.
5. Ecology, Unique Habitats and Natural Resources: Potential Trade-Off. If not properly maintained
and washed, water crafts and other recreational equipment like boots and waders that are used
across watersheds and water bodies can introduce invasive species into the system that spread
and threaten existing unique habitats.
6. Land Development: Neutral. While better recreational access is a local amenity, it is unlikely the
main driver of where new land development occurs within the watershed. Increases in
development, conversely, can put a strain on local recreational systems if demand increases
beyond the system’s capacity to absorb additional users without being degraded.

7. Increased Inter-Agency Cooperation: Potential Co-Benefit. More cooperation between local
town departments on organizing recreational programming is positive in decreasing duplicative
events and providing a wider range of water-based recreational programming activities.
Increases in recreational usage numbers can also assist in making the case and lobbying for the
state to offer additional services tied to recreation, such as environmental police presence or
the improvement of state-owned water access sites like the Long Pond Boat Ramp.
8. Increased public stewardship: Co-Benefit. Increased recreation can encourage users to become
stewards of the sites they love to frequent, potentially building support for water quality
improvement measures.

