
                    
    

            

      

   

    

   

   

   

   

   

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

    

   

 

  

 

 

 

Southeastern Regional Planning & Economic Development District (SRPEDD) 
Joint Transportation Planning Group (JTPG) Meeting 
DRAFT Minutes for the Meeting Held on Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 2:00 PM 

Held Remotely via Zoom due to the COVID-19 State of Emergency in Massachusetts. 

The following were in attendance: 

Lee Azinheira, Chair...........Town of Mansfield 

Manuel Silva.......................City of New Bedford 

Alan Slavin.........................Town of Wareham 

Franklin Moniz...................Town of Lakeville 

Norman Hills......................Town of Marion 

Leeann Bradley..................Town of Middleborough 

Thomas Ferry……………………Town of Dighton 

Paul Foley…………………………Town of Fairhaven 

Bill Roth………………………..….City of Taunton 

Stephanie Crampton…………City of New Bedford 

Tim Barber……………………….Town of Dartmouth 

Jim Hartnett…………………….Town of Westport 

Chris Gallagher…………………City of Fall River 

Bob Araujo……………………….City of Attleboro 

Ed Buckley……………………....Town of Raynham 

John Woods………………………Town of Carver 

Paul Scott…………………………Town of Plainville 

Mary Ellen DeFrias……………Mass Development 

Ben Muller….…………….….….MassDOT 

Barbara Lachance................MassDOT 

Phil Viveiros.........................McMahon Associates 

Sid Kashi...............................GPI 

Rachel Dooley......................VHB 

Christopher Keys.................Member of the Public 

Paul Mission …........................SRPEDD 

Lisa Estrela-Pedro...............SRPEDD 

Lilia Cabral-Bernard........... SRPEDD 

Jackie Jones........................SRPEDD 

Julianne Griffiths.................SRPEDD 

Sean Hilton.........................SRPEDD 



 

   

     

 

  

       

       

         

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

         

       

           

         

      

 

          

       

      

  

 

Handouts: 

The JTPG Agenda May 12, 2021 

The DRAFT JTPG April 14, 2021 Minutes 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call: 

Chairman Lee Azinheira called the meeting to order at 2:03 PM. Ms. Cabral-Bernard called 

the complete roll call of JTPG members, with the following being present at the time of the 

roll call. 

City of Attleboro…………….……Yes 

Town of Dartmouth...............Yes 

Town of Dighton....................Yes 

Town of Fairhaven……………….Yes 

Town of Lakeville…………………Yes 

Town of Mansfield..................Yes 

Town of Marion......................Yes 

Town of Middleborough.........Yes 

City of New Bedford................Yes 

Town of Plainville………………….Yes 

City of Taunton…………………….Yes 

Town of Wareham..................Yes 

Town of Westport…………………Yes 

2. Public Comments - Opportunity for the public to address the JTPG 

Chris Keys from Norton informed the group that the Town of Norton voted in favor of a new 

town hall, a new Senior Center, and new sports fields. He wanted to pass on that good news 

and let the group know that he is excited about the opportunities to work with everybody 

relative to improving transportation in the region. 

3. Approval of Minutes – April 14, 2021 (Materials Attached & roll call vote needed) 

Chairman Azinheira called for a motion to approve the minutes of April 14, 2021. The motion 

was made by Manny Silva of New Bedford and seconded by Paul Foley of Fairhaven. Ms. 

Cabral-Bernard then called the roll: 

City of Attleboro…………….……Yes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

     

     

      
   

    

        

       

      

          

        

     

      

   

       

      

          

        

      

   

 

Town of Dartmouth...............Yes 

Town of Dighton....................Yes 

Town of Fairhaven……………….Yes 

Town of Lakeville…………………No response 

Town of Mansfield..................Yes 

Town of Marion......................Yes 

Town of Middleborough.........Yes 

City of New Bedford................Yes 

Town of Plainville………………….Yes 

City of Taunton…………………….Abstain 

Town of Wareham..................Yes 

Town of Westport…………………Yes 

THE MOTION PASSSED WITH ONE ABSTENTION AND ONE NON-RESPONSE. 

4. Regional Transit Authorities (RTA’s) Report 

No representatives of either RTA were in attendance. 

5. Draft FFY 2022 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Presentation & 
Discussion-

Mr. Paul Mission began the discussion by explaining that the Unified Planning Work program 

is an outline of tasks over the course of the federal fiscal year, which runs from October 1, 

2021 to September 2022. It is the program that guides us and provides an outline for our 

planning activities and supports the long-range Regional Transportation Plan that was 

developed for 2020. It is also is tied to the federal and state funding contract that we have 

through MassDOT, FHWA and FTA. The UPWP follows legislative guidance; the FAST Act is 

built upon Map-21 of previous legislations, as well as the former SAFETEA-LU legislation. 

There is guidance that the UPWP adheres to, which includes strengthening America's 

highways, establishing a performance-based planning evaluation, supporting the economic 

development and the creation of jobs, supporting the US DOT's aggressive safety agenda, 

streamlining the transportation programs, accelerating delivery of projects and promoting 

innovation. A couple of guidance factors that were added with the FAST Act were addressing 

the issues associated with climate change, and enhancing travel and tourism. There are 

basically two sources of funding, from the Federal Highway Administration, as well as the 

Federal Transit Administration. 



          

      

      

       

 

 

     

       

    

        

        

        

           

       

       

          

    

        

          

     

         

         

     

      

        

      

          

       

    

        

      

        

    

       

       

      

       

There are a lot of tasks that are involved with the UPWP, but essentially, they follow the 

guidelines of four elements including Management & Support of the Planning Process. 

Another being Regional Data Collection, Modeling and Analysis Activities. A third is the 

Transportation Plan Activities and Studies, and the fourth is our Additional Technical 

Planning Activities. 

Element 1 includes five categories, including the 3C Process, Public Participation, and 

Environmental Justice and Title VI. All are interrelated and are key to our management of 

transportation, evaluations and studies, but also key to our participation with various groups 

such as the JTPG, the MPO, the SRPEDD commission, and also with our Regional Transit 

Authorities and other groups that are involved with transportation. The public participation 

aspect allows us to do our public outreach to keep people informed of the process. Through 

Environmental Justice we do an evaluation to make sure there's social equity with the 

transportation process as well as ensuring that there is no discrimination and everybody has 

an opportunity to participate with the transportation planning process. The development of 

the UPWP and the TIP are key to our work and are required as part of the federal funds for 

planning purposes here in our region. 

Element 2 is Regional Data and Modeling. This is where we gather the information that is 

useful with our studies, but also with helping the communities in their efforts. We have the 

ability to work with different data sets and mapping tools that we utilize for communities as 

well as with our studies. Our regional model emulates what's going on in reality on our road 

networks and it locates points of congestion currently and into the future. Our regional 

traffic count program is what we use to monitor traffic volumes throughout our region in 

conjunction with MassDOT, and we also have a pavement management program that 

evaluates federal aid eligible roads, as well as local roads that is available to our 

communities. Performance Measures evaluate our performance targets, that we must 

adhere to for the region, but also in conjunction with state measures. And finally, our 

Community Technical Assistance, which is a set of funds that are set aside so we can help 

out communities with short-term projects that need a quick and easy recommendation for 

implementation that doesn't have to go through a formal study process. This includes signal 

warrants analyses, concerns over pedestrian crossings and/or bicycle traffic along roadways. 

Element 3 is the meat and potatoes of the UPWP, including full studies that are addressing 

congestion and safety issues, as well as other issues identified in our Regional 

Transportation Plan. Our Continuous Transportation Public Engagement Process is for public 

outreach and public engagement, so we can determine what the problems are with our 

transportation system to be addressed with our next Regional Transportation Plan due in 

2024. It's also used for educating the public on various transportation issues. Management 



     

     

      

       

          

       

   

          

           

 

 

   

    

 

       

       

       

       

        

        

 

          

        

         

   

      

        

          

           

        

        

       

      

 

    

          

Systems is an evaluation of congestion and safety issues, as well as other issues that are 

identified within our transportation plan, but also brought to our attention through our 

community engagement. Currently, we are doing a study of the Route 103 corridor in South 

Somerset, looking at access management issues along that road. We are also going to be 

commencing a Route 6 study for Westport and Dartmouth. Data collection for that effort 

will begin this summer and we will continue that into our next work program where we do 

our analysis and evaluation and make recommendations for improvements. We also intend 

with our next work program to start data collection in the summer of 2022 for a corridor 

study of the Route 140 corridor in Taunton that ranges from the downtown area to the 

Route 24/140 Interchange. 

We have an Intermodal Project Coordination, Freight Movement, and Intelligent 

Transportation systems task, what we use for studying the evaluation of freight movement 

throughout our region as well as with other amenities with transportation. We are 

continuing with our Flood Hazard Mitigation program, which also includes a new section 

called Regional Resiliency, to look at the effects of climate change on the infrastructure in 

our region. And finally, we have our Support for Regional Transit and Mobility Management 

tasks where we look at the issues that are public transportation related. Finally, Element 4 is 

our special projects, a technical assistance planning contract that we have with GATRA. They 

will be using us for some technical assistance and also for some studies of the fixed route 

bus system. 

Mr. Mission concluded by announcing that the  DRAFT UPWP will be released for Public 

Comment at the SMMPO meeting on May 18, 2021. The draft is available for viewing or 

through SRPEDD Website at www.srpedd.org and to please send questions and comments 

to Mr. Mission at pmission@srpedd.org. 

6. JTPG Appointment Forms 

Mr. Mission started the discussion by informing the group that staff is in the process of 

getting the Boards of Selectmen or mayors of each community to complete the appointment 

forms for the JTPG members. Lilia Cabral-Bernard has been reaching out to many of the 

communities to ensure those forms are getting filled out and sent back to us. It's important 

for participation in the JTPG so that each community has an opportunity to take advantage 

of some of the materials and some of the information that is available through the JTPG, 

including access to federal funds for TIP projects and grant opportunities. 

Lilia Cabral-Bernard continued by informing the group that several emails to various parties 

in each town were sent out and follow up phone calls were made. Some communities 

http://www.srpedd.org/
mailto:pmission@srpedd.org


      

       

          

         

       

    

           

   

     

    

             

   

         

    

    

    

      

        

          

    

       

     

    

       

       

       

         

      

         

    

     

      

    

       

offered verbal confirmation that their appointment forms are on their way and the town of 

Seekonk is waiting to have their town meeting to vote on it. There are five towns, however, 

that have not responded to emails or messages left. She asked the reps of the following 

towns that are present to reach out to their mayor's, select boards, town administrators and 

managers, to please get these appointment forms back to us. Those communities are 

Attleboro, Berkeley, Fairhaven, Plainville and Rochester. Ms. Cabral-Bernard then reminded 

the group that this is important work that the JTPG does and everyone’s participation is 

needed. She then thanked the group. 

7. Route 103 Study Update 

Mr. Luis deOliveira began the discussion on the Route 103 study by informing the group that 

the study was requested by the Town of Somerset. Staff will be look at the access 

management of businesses and residences because the current openings and curb cuts, 

combined with the potential increase in traffic with the redevelopment of Brayton Point, are 

expected to increase. Staff has begun to collect data and conducted public participation 

meetings, including a virtual kickoff meeting on April 27 which was open to businesses, 

residents and the general public. Staff presented data, explained Access Management and 

presented a timeline. Staff also announced the Route 103 survey which is live. It consists of 

15 questions and better assistance in determining what the concerns and issues along the 

route might be. Staff also met with Stantec, who are developing the northeast corner of the 

intersection of Wilbur Avenue and Brayton Point Road and staff attended a stakeholders 

meeting hosted by Stantec. This meeting was an opportunity for stakeholders to offer input 

on the development on that northeast corner. 

Staff has been collecting data, including crash data from the Somerset Police Department, 

making site visits, taking photographs, putting together crash diagrams, so we can show the 

public the existing conditions. Mr. deOliveira displayed a map of the access points along the 

corridor, and explained that most of the resident properties have one access point, some 

have more than one, but typically businesses have anywhere from two to five access points. 

The study area also includes intersections of Brayton Point Road, the Park n Ride lot, which 

contribute to the congestion or conflict points, and the interstate 195 ramps. 

Tasks that are in progress and planned are a Route 103 project page on SRPEDD’s website, 

traffic counts and turning movement counts, bike and pedestrian assessment, further crash 

analysis, looking at survey results and recommendations and the final report with a final 

public meeting. Mr. deOliveira then encouraged anyone who lives near or drives Route 103 

to please take the survey and he offered his email address for any questions or comments. 



    

      

             

       

    

         

        

        

        

          

         

        

       

 

           

             

    

 

          

       

        

         

           

    

        

         
 

 

    

       
  

 
 

8. Other Business 

Mr. Mission encouraged everyone to participate in MassDOT’s Transportation Innovation 

Conference to be held on May 25th, 26th, and 27th. He included the link in the chat room for 

participants. He announced that Jackie Jones will be presenting at the conference and 

highlighting some of the innovations we use with MassDOT’s impact tool. 

He then informed the group that the SRPEDD Commission will be voting in June to elect two 

members from select boards from the 23 SRPEDD towns to be representatives on the 

SMMPO, the board that votes on the TIP, as well as on the UPWP and the Regional 

Transportation Plan. It's a very important role and he encouraged the JTPG members to at 

least let their boards of selectmen know that the self-nomination forms for the MPO have 

been distributed to all boards of selectmen or town councils within our region. And we 

expect to have those forms back no later than June 3, for those who are interested in being 

part of the MPO. Once those forms are in the election will take place at the SRPEDD 

Commission meeting on June 23. 

Mr. Bill Roth asked if anyone on the staff of SRPEDD or MassDOT knew of the status of the 

Mattapoisett bike path and if there was an update on it? He said he bikes near there and it 

looks like it’s done. 

Barbara Lachance from MassDOT District responded that it is scheduled for completion in 

November of this year, 2021. She did not know where the project was, as far as the 

construction goes, but that's the completion date. She offered to get more information for 

the next meeting on that project. Mr. Mission then asked her if we could also get an update 

on the status of the region’s TIP projects at the next meeting and Ms. Lachance responded 

that we absolutely could. Mr. Mission thanked her. 

9. Date and Time for Next Meeting 

June 9, 2021 at 2:00 PM was set for the date and time of the next meeting which will be held 
remotely. 

10. Adjourn 

The Chairman moved to adjourn and hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 
2:34 PM. 




