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The Mattapoisett Master Plan “Transportation & Circulation and Open Space & 
Recreation” Virtual Workshop took place during four weeks from September 14 until 
October 13, 2021. This workshop kicked-off with a virtual meeting on September 14th to 

talk about transportation, open space, and 
recreation. 

The project team chose to combine these 
topics in a single workshop to explore the 
relationships between transportation habits 
and recreation in Town. Considering the Town’s 
history of concerns related to Route 6 and 
the future of the bike path, this workshop 
was highly anticipated to establish important 
action items for the Master Plan. Through the 
workshop and activities, residents shared their 
current travel habits and their challenges with 
transportation, open space, and recreation in 
Town. 

The Workshop also featured a webpage that 
hosted three online activities. Participants 
were encouraged to visit the webpage and take 
part in the surveys and mapping exercises. 
Here we summarize the main ideas that the 

project team heard from you during the course of Virtual Workshop #3.  Take a moment 
to review these findings and visit the project web page to watch videos of the live 
Zoom events, explore data and maps, review past planning documents and FAQs, and 
otherwise engage with your Mattapoisett Master Plan.
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Virtual Workshop #3 Summary
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Virtual Workshop #3 Main Themes

Foster greater connections in Town to support safe biking and walking 
to and around the Village Center.

Specifics: Pursue improvements such as protected bike lanes, dedicated bike 
paths, and traffic calming measures to encourage alternative methods of 
travel to the Village Center.

Improve safety for all users along Route 6 to create a walkable and 
bike-able corridor. 
Specifics: Pursue various state and federal infrastructure investments; 
coordinate with MassDOT to implement improvements through the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) process.

Improve access and protections to the Town’s existing public 
recreation sites such as beaches and parks. 

Specifics: Increase awareness of existing public access points for public 
beaches in Town through wayfinding or a coordinated online inventory; 
advocate for increased parking at public beaches and parks; educate 
individuals as to their rights to walk along public beaches.

Protect the Town’s vulnerable open spaces by strengthening policies 
managed and enforced by the Town. 
Specifics: Pursue state programs that expand local protections to vulnerable 
open spaces; utilize and implement policies to expand protections in Town; 
explore new open space designations that consider climate resiliency of 
natural habitats and landscapes.

Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Virtual Workshop #3 Main Themes
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Transportation & Circulation Survey
Through this survey, the project team explored the ways in which residents currently 
get around Mattapoisett. Residents used this activity to also share ideas to improve the 
Town’s transportation network – including streets, sidewalks, bike paths, and transit.
Responses to this survey inform the strategies and policy changes the Town should 
pursue over the next 5 to 10 years to create a transportation network that supports 
residents’ desired outcomes.

Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Improvements to Encourage
Alternative Transportation (to driving)
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Changing Habits

When discussing 
transportation, respondents 
pointed out the Town feels 
auto-centric - many report 
driving as their primary mode 
of transit as well for work and 
school. However, residents 
reported concerns about 
pedestrian and bike safety, as 
well as a lack of pedestrian 
and bike infrastructure 
as challenges to changing their habits. Biking and walking remain popular means of 
transportation for recreation, running errands, and exercise. 

Traffic & Congestion

Responses indicated that traffic is a persistent problem in Mattapoisett, particularly 
on Route 6. Respondents overwhelmingly identified Route 6 as a dangerous road for 
pedestrians, bikers, and drivers. In addition, they identified North Street as dangerous 
for all modes of transportation. Cyclists and Pedestrians identified Ned’s Point Road, 
Mattapoisett Neck, and Water Street as dangerous. 
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Specific suggestions include: 
• General improvements and increased safety for roads and sidewalks 
• Improvements to Route 6 
• Walking path on Pine Island Road 
• 4-way stop at intersection of Pine Island/Marion/Church Street 
• Sidewalks on Water and Beacon Street

Transportation Improvements 

Water Street and Beacon Street received votes as locations that are in poor condition, 
due to poor pavement, potholes, etc. With these concerns in mind, commuters ranked 
areas for improvement 
in Mattapoisett’s 
transportation system. 

Transportation Scenarios 

The survey provided the 
opportunity to incorporate 
all of this feedback by 
engaging in a scenario 
planning exercise in which 
respondents identified 
goals for the transportation 
portion of the Master Plan. 
Increased safety, provision 
of pedestrian improvements, 
and increased access 
to nature received the 
most votes. Respondents 
emphasized the importance 
of incorporating Route 6 
and the Village in future 
transportation plans. 

Improved parking in 
village district

Improved sidewalks 
in village district

Improved safety 
in village district

Other

29% 
71% 
71% 
43% 

Scenario 3: Improvements to the Village Center

Respondents shared what they liked most about this scenario.
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results
Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Open Space & Recreation Priority Exercise

More of a thought exercise than an actual survey, this activity asked respondents to 
consider their priorities when it comes to open space, recreation, and climate resiliency. 
Given how connected these three topics are, it was only natural to use them as a way to 
coordinate the Town’s approach to expanding open space and recreation opportunities, 
while considering the impacts of climate change on the community.

Survey responses highlighted a desire to consider multiple priorities when thinking 
about future open space use in Mattapoisett; in particular respondents emphasized the 
importance of incorporating elements of climate resilience into plans for open space and 
the protection of natural systems. 

 Some recurring themes in the responses when discussing open space include:
• Improve and maintain waterfront access for Town residents and visitors
• Conservation and restoration of environmental systems near riverfront, estuaries, 

and the other waterfront areas to serve as natural climate change mitigation
• Preserve and expand areas for sustainable shell fishing
• Preserve the Town’s forested areas
• Access to a network of open spaces for all areas of Town, including locations north 

of the highway, in the Village, and in areas at the edge of Town
• The opportunity for future uses at the Holy Ghost property
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Transportation 
& Circulation

Open Space 
& Recreation

Resiliency

Natural & 
Cultural 
Resources

Land Use

Housing

Economic  
Development

Services & 
Facilities

WikiMap Exercise

This exercise should be very familiar to the participants of the Mattapoisett Master Plan; 
it has followed us through each workshop! During live meetings, residents will share 
comments that are recorded into the WikiMap. Today, the WikiMap hosts more than 148 
interactions that include points, comments, and likes/dislikes. 

During the workshop, residents discussed their most pressing issues related to 
transportation and circulation, as well as open space and recreation. These comments 
reiterated and validated the detailed findings of both topic-specific exercises.

Comments on all topics are accepted at any point during the Master Plan process; 
we encourage you to visit - and revisit this exercise to see new comments after each 
workshop! 
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Topics for Future Exploration

Given existing feedback regarding climate and resiliency, how can Mattapoisett 
continue to support and protect valuable natural resources critical to the Town’s 
culture? What would a “Climate Resilient” growth scenario look like in the land 
use model?

1.

2. Given ongoing discussions surrounding the future of Center School and 
Town Hall, how might the Town prepare for the future use of underutilized or 
abandoned town-owned facilities? In addition, how can the Town align these 
efforts with departments in need of space to expand services to residents? 

3. The Community Preservation Plan offers an extensive list of historic features 
in Town. What strategies can Mattapoisett utilize to maintain the unique small-
town atmosphere and rural  character to preserve its historical, scenic, and 
cultural resources?

4. As the Town continues to grow and residents demand more amenities, what 
types of services can Mattapoisett provide or expand to better meet the needs 
of residents? How does the physical condition and accessibility of spaces 
impact delivery of services in Town?

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is Mattapoisett creating a Master Plan?
The State of Massachusetts requires that all cities and towns create and update a Master Plan every 
10 years. (Mattapoisett’s last Master Plan, from 1999, is therefore in need of a full update.) More 
importantly, the Master Planning process is a meaningful opportunity for you to come together as a 
community, to reassess your goals and priorities, and to set a course to achieve those goals over the 
next several years. Master Plans frequently result in bylaw changes, participating in new state or federal 
programs, coordinated grant applications and infrastructure investments, updated and more efficient 
administration, and increased volunteerism, service, and stewardship in a community.

What’s in a Master Plan?
Master Plans have 9 required “Elements.” You can think of these as chapters. They are: Vision, Land Use, 
Economic Development, Housing, Open Space & Recreation, Natural & Cultural Resources, Services 
& Facilities, Transportation & Circulation, and Implementation. Since you’re a coastal community, 
Mattapoisett’s Master Plan will also be considering Climate Resilience.


