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The Mattapoisett Master Plan “Natural & Cultural Resources and Services & Facilities” 
Virtual Workshop took place during four weeks from March 16 until April  13, 2022. This 
workshop kicked-off with a virtual meeting on March 16th to talk about Mattapoisett’s 

culture, history, and facilities. 

Considering the town’s demographics and 
aging trends, this workshop offered insights 
into the future of educational facilities and the 
town hall. Through the workshop and activities, 
participants revealed their preferences for 
future facilities, challenges with existing 
conditions, and how to support further cultural 
amenities. 

The Workshop also featured a website that 
hosted three online activities. Participants were 
encouraged to visit the webpage and take part 
in the surveys and mapping exercises. Here 
we summarize the main ideas that the project 
team heard from you during the course of 
Virtual Workshop #4.  

Take a moment to review these findings and 
visit the project website to watch videos of the 

live Zoom events, explore data and maps, review past planning documents and FAQs, 
and otherwise engage with your Mattapoisett Master Plan.
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Virtual Workshop #4 Main Themes

Assess the future of the Town Hall to determine re-use that 
compliments the Village. 
Specifics: Explore a new location for the Town Hall that is protected from 
storm surge; ensure new facility meets ADA requirements; consider future 
uses for existing facility that enhance culture and community building. 

Explore potential opportunities to provide community and 
performance space to support local organizations in expanding arts 
and culture programming in Town. 

Specifics: Support activities of the Council of Aging as well as Parks and 
Recreation; partner with local organizations such as the Mattapoisett 
Museum to rent, reserve, and activate space; create opportunities for cultural 
and multi-generational programming; pursue grant funding and donations.

Improve town signage at boardwalks, trails, and beaches to enhance 
public access and encourage appropriate activities that support 
safety and longevity of infrastructure.

Specifics: Generate awareness of operating hours and seasonal schedule; 
coordinate signage to highlight proper use of natural resource amenities

Support a school system that continues to attract families to 
Mattapoisett.
Specifics: Review the findings of the ongoing UMass Collins Center Study; 
consider housing affordability for families 
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Services & Facilities Survey

This survey touched on the quality of and citizen satisfaction with the delivery of town 
services, and compared that to how important the amenities or town services are to 
individual residents. 

Satisfied Residents & Their Priorities

When discussing the priority and level of satisfaction with specific town services, 
recreational opportunities, and amenities, residents had alot to say! Residents are most 
satisfied with water and sewer service, police, fire, and the library. Most residents are 
pleased with the variety of senior services provided. 

Importantly, survey results show there is desire for more, expanded services. For 
example, residents emphasized the importance of teen recreational and social space, as 
well as preschool programs, while also noting that these particular needs are not being 
met. This may reveal a lack of service or awareness surrounding them. Youth and teen 
programming is considered widely important, but the survey shows a desire for more 
programming to meet the town’s needs. 

Residents prioritize community meeting space as well as museum or display space. 
According to the results of the survey, the town can do more to support these efforts by 
providing spaces for these cultural activities. 

Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

For Future Consideration 

The survey and workshop reiterated the need to improve Town Hall - whether this is at a 
new facility or the existing one remains to be seen. Though, a new location could ensure 
protection from storm surge. Residents discussed the need for expanded hours and 
transparency with town-wide initiatives. 

The survey and workshop also touched on the future of Hammondtown and Center 
School. This was a timely conversation, as the UMass Collins Center study is underway. 
Data trends indicate a growing senior population, which will increase the need for senior 
services and housing. Given that the COA is currently located in a portion of Center 
School, it is well known that the physical space does not meet all ADA requirements and 
fails to provide the proper space for expanded programming. Residents recognize this 
trend, but fear that closing Center School will diminish the town’s appeal to prospective 
residents with children. Notably, housing and affordability also plays a direct role in 
attracting families to raise their children in town. The Master Plan seeks to bring these 
diverse goals in harmony.
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Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results
Mattapoisett Master Plan:
Activity Results

Natural & Cultural Resources Survey

Very similar to Ad-libs from school days, this thought exercise asked respondents 

to consider their the cultural and natural aspects of town that they value most. The 
responses to the fill in the blanks gave a sense for the emotional and physical connection 
to iconic Mattapoisett sites. 

The following responses summarize the predominant and most frequent responses. 
These indicate natural resources Mattapoisett should maintain and protect, while 
encourage cultural amenities and opportunities that cross over with economic 
development and impact the town’s character. 

One of my favorite places in Mattapoisett is Ned’s Point / Town Wharf.

One of my favorite things to do in Mattapoisett is go to the beach.

My favorite thing about Mattapoisett is the small town feel / friendly 
people.

My favorite event of the year in Mattapoisett is Harbor Days.

I wish Mattapoisett had more outdoor dining / shopping.

I would describe Mattapoisett as a quiet, small seaside town.

I think Mattapoisett would be better if it had more shops, outdoor 
dining, and recreation.


