
  

          

  
 

     

    

      

     

     

     

    

    

    

  

    

 

    

  

    

    

 

      

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

DRAFT Minutes of the Southeastern Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (SMMPO) Meeting on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 1:00 PM - Held 

remotely via Zoom. 

The following members were in attendance: 

Steve Woelfel--------------Representing Jamey Tesler, MassDOT Secretary and CEO, Chair 

Pamela Haznar-------------Representing Jonathan Gulliver, MassDOT Highway Div. Administrator 

Daniel Aguiar---------------Representing Paul Coogan, Mayor of Fall River 

Jamie Ponte-----------------Representing Jon Mitchell, Mayor of New Bedford 

Bill Roth----------------------Representing Shaunna O’Connell, Mayor of Taunton 

Robert Espindola----------Town of Fairhaven 

Mark Germain--------------Town of Middleborough 

Alan Slavin-------------------SRPEDD Commission Chair 

Shayne Trimbell------------Representing Erik Rousseau, Administrator, SRTA 

Mary Ellen DeFrias --------Administrator, GATRA 

The following members were absent: 

Paul Heroux-----------------Mayor of Attleboro 

Dean Larabee---------------Town of Berkley 

Shawn McDonald----------Town of Dartmouth 

The following were also in attendance: 

Andrew Reovan------------FHWA 

Barbara Lachance----------MassDOT 

Derek Shooster-------------MassDOT 

Derek Krevat-----------------MassDOT 

Michelle Ho------------------MassDOT 

Raissah Kouame------------MassDOT 

Andrew Wang---------------MassDOT 

Derek Jackson---------------MassDOT 

Daniel Shedo-----------------MassDOT 

Olivia Murphy---------------MassDOT 

Rachel McCaffery----------Safe Routes to School 

Jacob Vaught----------------Somerset 

Kevin Dumas----------------Mansfield 

Josh Reinke------------------Mansfield 

Judith Gibson-Okunieff 

John Cogliano---------------P & B 

Devon Mexcur 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

   

        

     

     

 

 

      

         

        

        

       

  

  

  

  

   

   

 

  

 

 

                

       

            

        

 

  

  

  

  

   

Ishmael Sharif 

Andy Duverge 

Lisa Estrela-Pedro----------SRPEDD 

Lilia Cabral-Bernard--------SRPEDD 

Sean Hilton-------------------SRPEDD 

Jackie Jones-------------------SRPEDD 

Handouts: 

SMMPO Agenda July 19, 2022 

SMMPO (Joint JTPG) Draft Meeting Minutes June 21, 2022 

FFY2022-2026 TIP Proposed Amendment #5 

FFY2022-2026 TIP Proposed Amendment #6 Modified 

AGENDA: 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call-

Chairman Woelfel called the SMMPO meeting to order at 1:03 pm. Ms. Lilia Cabral-Bernard 

asked all MPO members and designees to please unmute themselves so she could call the roll 

for attendance. She then called the complete roll of MPO members, with the following being 

present at the time of the roll call. 

MassDOT Chair------------------------Yes 

City of Fall River-----------------------Yes 

City of New Bedford------------------Yes 

City of Taunton-------------------------Yes 

MassDOT Administrator-------------Yes 

Town of Middleborough-------------Yes 

SRTA---------------------------------------Yes 

GATRA-------------------------------------Yes 

2. Approval of Minutes – June 21, 2022 (Materials Attached and Roll Call Vote Needed) 

Chairman Woelfel requested a motion to approve the minutes from the SMMPO meeting 

from June 21, 2022. The motion was made by Bill Roth and seconded by Mark Germain. Ms. 

Cabral-Bernard then called the roll: 

MassDOT Chair------------------------Yes 

City of Fall River-----------------------Abstain 

City of New Bedford------------------Yes 

City of Taunton-------------------------Yes 

MassDOT Administrator-------------Yes 



   

 

  

  

 

    

 

          

     

  

 

         

 

             

     

 

      

 

        

      

            

         

           

    

  
         

  
            

        
        

         
         

 
           

            

 
  

  

  

  

  

    

Town of Middleborough-------------Yes 

SRTA---------------------------------------Yes 

GATRA-------------------------------------Abstain 

THE MOTION PASSED WITH TWO ABSTENTIONS. 

3. Public Comments - Opportunity for the public to address the SMMPO-

Chairman Woelfel invited members of the public to make comments. There were no comments 

presented. 

4. Regional Transit Authorities (RTAs) Report - RTA Updates 

Mary Ellen DeFrias informed the group that she finished her first week on the job and they are 

working their way through their Capital Plan. 

The Chair then welcomed Ms. DeFrias to the SMMPO. 

Shayne Trimbell from SRTA informed the group of a kickoff meeting for the South Coast Rail 

Station Access Plan. SRTA is working with their consultant, Nelson Nygaard, to prepare a service 

plan for the stations that are going to be located in our region, two in Fall River, one in 

Freetown, and the two in New Bedford. They will be looking at some fixed route options, and 

micro transit options. The study should be wrapped up by the end of the year, and they may ask 

to make a presentation to the MPO to get everybody up to speed. 

5. FFY2022-2026 TIP Amendment #5 (Materials Attached, Roll Call Vote Needed to 
approve) 
Lisa Estrela-Pedro informed the group that amendment #5 was released at the last 
SMMPO meeting. It's a cost increase to the Taunton reconstruction of Route 44 Dean Street of 
approximately $8.5 million, with $3.5 being programmed with target funds, and approximately 
$5 million with an earmark. There was a public meeting held on July 7, there were no comments 
received at that meeting or otherwise. She asked this body to approve this amendment. 

The Chair asked for a motion a second to approve amendment #5. Alan Slavin made the motion 

and Pamela Haznar seconded it. Ms. Cabral-Bernard then called the roll: 

MassDOT Chair-------------------------Yes 

City of Fall River------------------------Yes 

City of New Bedford-------------------Yes 

City of Taunton--------------------------Yes 

MassDOT Administrator--------------Yes 

Town of Fairhaven---------------------Yes 



   

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

          
      

 

           

        

         

        

       

 

 

            

          

          

       

          

           

         

 

         

            

         

           

        

           

        

    

               

             

       

     

 

            

          

  

Town of Middleborough--------------Yes 

SRPEDD Commission Chair-----------Yes 

SRTA----------------------------------------Yes 

GATRA-------------------------------------Yes 

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

6. FFY2022-2026 TIP Amendment #6 (Materials Attached, Roll Call Vote Needed to release 
to an abbreviated 15-day public comment period) 

Ms. Estrela-Pedro informed the group that for the Federal Fiscal Year 2022 to 26 TIP, there are 

three individual items. The first item is a cost increase for the Attleboro intersection 

improvements at Route 1, 1A and 123 at approximately $1.2 million. Approximately $248,000 

will be programmed with the remainder of our regional target funds, and the remaining $1 

million will be programmed with statewide money through the Intersection Improvement 

Program. 

The second item is to the transit component of the TIP, for mass rail and transit division awarded 

Community Transit Grant programs which needs to be included in the TIP for GATRA. There are 

three separate items, funding for Med Wheels, replacement of four vans, and an additional six 

vans for service expansion. In addition to those, there are two projects, one for the town of 

Dartmouth for a replacement van, and one for People, Inc. to buy a Capitol bus for expansion. In 

addition, GATRA is purchasing an electric bus with some funding that they did not spend in a 

previous year under FTA funds 5339. This would be in Federal Fiscal Year 2023. 

There is also a new Airport Express bus service from the Mansfield MBTA station to Logan 

Airport that was discussed at the last SMMPO meeting. This would be flex funding to FTA under 

the CMAQ program. Ms. Estrela-Pedro then explained that the group did have a lengthy 

discussion on this at the last meeting, and Mass DOT has informed us that if there are cost 

overruns in Federal Fiscal Year 2023 for the TIP highway projects, they will be picking those up. 

We are asking this body, due to the timeliness of spending out these grants, for an abbreviated 

comment period. Our usual comment period is 21 days, we're asking for a 15-day comment 

period. Staff is still determining whether or not the body will have a special meeting to approve 

that amendment or if it can just be approved without a formal meeting. Since 15 days takes us 

to August 3, it will need to be approved sometime after that date. Once staff has that 

information, it will be relayed to this body, and we may have to call an earlier meeting of the 

SMMPO to approve these amendments. 

The Chair asked for a motion and a second that includes the expedited or shortened public 

comment period of 15 days. Alan Slavin made the motion and Bill Roth seconded it. 



         

       

    

 

      

       

 

        

  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

    

   

   

 

 

 

   

 

    

       

          

             

        

         

            

 

       

 

         

 

    

             

          

        

   

The Chair asked for any questions and Mark Germain asked in regard to the million-dollar 

electric bus is there any special requirements for chargers or keeping it warm in the winter 

associated with those costs. 

Ms. DeFrias responded that GATRA is currently operating six electric buses and they have 

infrastructure in place, as well as a plan for storing those buses. 

Hearing no further questions or comments, the Chair asked Lilia to call the roll call for 

endorsement of this amendment. 

MassDOT Chair-------------------------Yes 

City of Fall River------------------------Yes 

City of New Bedford------------------Yes 

City of Taunton-------------------------Yes 

MassDOT Administrator-------------Yes 

Town of Fairhaven---------------------Yes 

Town of Middleborough-------------Yes 

SRPEDD Commission Chair-----------Yes 

SRTA----------------------------------------Yes 

GATRA-------------------------------------Yes 

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

7. Other Business 

Lisa took the opportunity to thank our two SMMPO members whose terms have run out; Shawn 

McDonald from Dartmouth and Dean Larabee from Berkeley. She introduced our two new 

members, who are Jacob Vaught from Somerset and Diana Bren from Mansfield. She also 

wanted to thank everyone today for attending and to let the body know that we will be holding 

an SMMPO orientation for new members and for anyone else who wants to stay on and just 

have a refresher. You are invited to stay on and join us immediately following this meeting. 

8. Date and Time for Next Meeting 

The Chair informed the body to stay tuned for the date of the next meeting. 

9. Adjourn 

The Chair asked for a motion and second to adjourn. Alan Slavin made a motion and Mark 

Germain seconded it, and the Chair asked for all in favor of adjournment to please say aye. 

There were all ayes heard and none opposed. The Chair thanked everyone and adjourned the 

meeting at 1:16 PM. 


