
Taunton Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey Responses as of 5 - 2 - 22

Key takeaways

Taunton's residents feel that while there are some great recreational opportunities within the city, 
their use of existing facilities is impeded by several factors. 

The first major impediment is vandalism, safety concerns when using the sites, and a general lack of 
site cleanliness / maintenance and orderliness. Residents have pointed towards Boyden Refuge as one 
example of a site which is extremely popular and well-loved but which, due to trail degradation and  
illicit activities (both perceived and real), they do not use as much anymore; in discussions on site 
issues (Q7), Boyden was mentioned 33 times, the majority of comments referring to a need for more 
maintenance. Safety concerns (particularly around drug use) have parents from using several 
locations with their children. 

The second major impediment is the lack of (ADA) accessible hiking and walking opportunities 
throughout the city. While 56% (188) of survey respondents replied that they enjoy walking and 
hiking around Taunton,  71% (247) of respondents said that these same opportunities are in need of 
an upgrade. Lack of sidewalk connectivity, poles / obstacles within existing sidewalks, and ATV use 
creating potential hazards for walking residents were all identified. 

The third major impediment is the lack of parking and accessibility at water access locations such as 
Watson Pond and Lake Sabbatia. In asking about common issues with water access locations (Q7), 
respondents mentioned parking issues 28 times. 

The survey respondents had several commonly repeated identified needs (Q2, Q13) to improve the 
status of open space and recreational opportunities within Taunton. 

The first major identified need was to expand recreational opportunities for children and teens.  
Playgrounds were identified as a top need and recommended more than 50 times (Q13), while, more 
than 78% of survey respondents (Q2) said that Taunton does not have enough teen-recreation 
centers. Recommendations included to create more centers, provide more age-appropriate 
programming, ensure regular maintenance of sites, and have more regular monitoring / increase 
safety at these locations. 

The second major identified need is for accessible walking and biking trails, more regular 
maintenance for trails in nature areas, and expanded sidewalk /biking networks. In discussions about 
what people felt their neighborhood was most lacking (Q13), sidewalks, and walking areas were 
mentioned 49 times, while bike paths or trails were mentioned around 40 times. A further 89% of 
respondents said that there is not enough accessible walking space in the area. 

The third major recommendation was to create several dog parks in town. 83% (283) of survey 
respondents said that Taunton does not have enough dog parks (Q2), and the lack of a 
neighborhood dog park was mentioned 43 times by respondents (Q13). Several respondents pointed 
out a need for more than just one dog park in the city. An acknowledgement that there would have 
to be enforceable community standards / education on etiquette was mentioned. 

An additional theme that arose in the survey responses was creating a dedicated area for ATV use.  
ATVs were mentioned 15 times (Q14) as an recreation issue, with with approximately 14 of those 
comments indicating the need for a dedicated ATV-use location. While several respondents 
indicated that they did not approve of ATV use at all, there seems to be an sentiment that ATV use is 
likely to stay, and that creating a dedicated location for ATV use would increase safety for street 
users and could provide opportunities for safer monitoring of ATV users as well. 
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49.68% 235

50.32% 238

Q1 Are you filling this survey out as an individual or as a family?
Answered: 473 Skipped: 1

TOTAL 473
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Baseball / Softball Fields

Soccer / Football / Field Hockey / Lacrosse Fields (multi-purpose
fields)

Basketball courts

Ice Skating Rinks

Tennis / Pickleball Courts

Volleyball courts

Disc golf

Lighted track

Paved bike/pedestrian paths

ATV / Off road motorized recreation area

X-country skiing / snowshoeing

Campgrounds

Playgrounds

Skateboard/roller blading

Fishing/hunting/sporting areas

Teen / Recreation Center

Dog Parks / Agility Training Area

Water front Views (parks, reclaimed parcels, etc.)

Conservation areas (ex protected wildlife habitat, waterfront buffers,
areas of critical environmental concern, historical sites)

Community Gardens

Other

Q2 Taunton has...
Answered: 352 Skipped: 122
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24.32% 81

8.41% 28

12.91% 43

57.06% 190

56.46% 188

36.34% 121

43.24% 144

21.32% 71

Q3 What do you like best about Taunton's open space? (Select up to
three)

Answered: 333 Skipped: 141

Total Respondents: 333
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Q4 What features of Taunton's open space are most in need of upgrade?
(Select up to three)

Answered: 347 Skipped: 127

Total Respondents: 347
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Q5 Of the facilities listed in Questions 2 - 4, which do you feel strongest
about and why? Which are your favorites that you care most about and
that you think need most attention? Please feel free to talk about more
than one type of recreation/open space facility, and be as specific as

possible.
Answered: 247 Skipped: 227

- Playgrounds often face large issues when it comes to their accessibility for non-students. Increasing number of playgrounds, more maintenance for
playgrounds, lighting at the areas
- Walking and hiking trails through Taunton, with a focus on increasing lighting, providing more sidewalks, and generally making it safer). Move
hiking out of the cemetery
- The maintenance of Boyden Refgue has emerged as a major talking point. People point to a desire for more trails, more clean-ups of existing trails
(incl. maintenance and mark-ups/directional info), crackdowns on vandalism
- Dog park  (including water fountain) - one individual mentioned having an agility park instead as unsupervised dog parks can lead to incidents
between owners or owners and dogs.
- Cleaning lake Sabbatia and Watson pond and making it more accessible as a swimming location. Open it up for year-round use.
- Swimming locations at locations 'other than having to join the YMCA', Taunton River, swimming areas that are cleaner
- ATV park ('to get the kids off of the road'
- Skate Park (mentioned multiple times)
- Open  / outdoor movie theater funded by sales of refreshments (or a movie theater more generally - "with the loss of the Regal Theater Taunton
residents especially seniors must travel to other places to see new movies")
- 'General open spaces' in Taunton for passive recreation uses.-

More community events in Memorial park and elsewhere
"Massasoit State park would benefit with the restoration of the 'day use' beach and portable toilets'

- Community rec center, especially for kids
- Basketball courts
- Upgrades to East Taunton baseball field, basketball court and playground behind the duplexes on Middleboro Ave
- Trash pickups at playgrounds and parks throughout Taunton
- More teen-centric activities available at Hopewell park - "no picnic tables, not nearly enough benches, and there is an active beehive in the playground
itself every year"
- 'create access to three mile river at harvey st/woodward springs'

Major recurring topics: 
- Maintenance for Boyden Refuge
- More walking trails throughout Taunton
- Skate Parks
- ATV park - this was highlighted as a way to get ATV users off of the streets
- Water access
- Dog Parks (ex: "the closest dog park is a 30 minute drive from me)
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Lake Sabbatia

The Taunton River

Weir Riverfront Parks

Three Mile River

Watson Pond (State Park)

Massasoit Pond (State Park)

Boyden Refuge
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Q6 Do you or your family members ever use the following water-recreation 
access locations?
Answered: 347 Skipped: 127
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Q7 Please share any issues that you have while using any sites described
above.

Answered: 220 Skipped: 254

- Parking availability - both at Watson pond and elsewhere
- Public bathrooms at Watson pond need upgrade
- Signs and trails at Massasoit
- Maintenance (trash, graffiti, trail clearings, bathroom, ertc.)
- Lack of security (parking related?)
- "Put-in at Boyden for TMR is too far"
- Watson pond, unclear when gate is open or locked (repeated several times)
- Lack of safety at Boyden
- Sabbatia needs millfoil removal and a new boat ramp
- "Vandalism and drug use" - multiple references
- "It'd be nice to see someone [at access sites] assigned to that location specifically who cleans up and cares for the land"
- "There is so much light pollution at the lakes near Massasoit state park, that you can't go stargazing.  My daughter is nuts about space and was
gifted a telescope, but she hasn't been able to use it because of all of the light pollution.  Designate two hours every Saturday evening year-round for
stargazing (and publicize it) by turning off the street lights at the lakeside parking lots, so  city kids can grow up being able to star gaze"
- Kayak rentals for city residents would be appreciated.
- Weir riverpark needs expansions and more water access sites -"on the berkley st side, only 1 permanent trash can. Needs at least 1 more trash can,
as that one is always full year round'

bmyers
Highlight

bmyers
Highlight

bmyers
Highlight



Taunton Open Space and Recreation Plan

13 / 38

Q8 How has your use of recreational and open space areas in Taunton
changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic?

Answered: 248 Skipped: 226

- There is roughly an equal number of people who have said that their use of open space has increased, and people who have said that their use has not
changed. A smaller number have decreased their outdoor recreational activities, usually attributing it to crowding at outdoor recreational open spaces.
- "More hiking, more biking/mountain biking"
- "We used them more than ever. The one thing I really was missing was a lit outdoor track that the community had access to."
- People used more outdoor open spaces as traditional rec opportunities (restaurants, movie theaters, etc.) were closed during COVID-19
- People used the river and hiked a lot more
- "It hasn't. But I am disappointed with the lack of security at Hopewell. One of the most desired playgrounds and water play resources, overrun with
offensive, degrading, music blaring for young kids to hear. Oh and the bicycle problem kids all meet up there, but there has been NO city presence."
- "It has made me more aware of the lack family friendly areas. Our family enjoys Blue hills and Borderland.  It would be wonderful to have areas that
promote family and outdoor safe activities
- Started using more, but ran into issues with lack of bathrooms and 'places to wash up'
- "[became] aware of how little of the Taunton outdoor spaces are wheelchair friendly"
- "Needed more safe paved areas during covid to get out of the house"
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6.36% 18

50.18% 142

30.74% 87

12.72% 36

Q9 How accessible and useful do you feel open spaces and recreational
facilities in Taunton are to those in the community with disabilities?

(Example: difficulty walking, seeing, hearing, etc.)
Answered: 283 Skipped: 191

TOTAL 283
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8.45% 24

49.65% 141

29.58% 84

12.32% 35

Q10 How accessible and useful do you feel open spaces and recreational
facilities in Taunton are to senior populations (65 and older)?

Answered: 284 Skipped: 190

TOTAL 284
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Q11 What can be done to provide more recreational opportunities for
individuals with disabilities and seniors? (Information sharing, recreational

programming, etc.)
Answered: 156 Skipped: 318

- Information sharing including events listed on the city website, "easy access to a website listing activities"
- Re-vamp memorial park including re-grading it to make it more accessible
- Handicap/pathways to get to the parks
-  Paved walkways / hiking trails, as well as sidewalks, "safe and debris free sidewalks"
- 'Constructing a lighted quarter mile track that doesn't need to be locked up for school use and safety'
- ADA accessible playgrounds
- More benches and tables
- "Make them feel safe in the space. Doubt they feel safe without any city or official presence to dispell the riffraff."
- "Paved paths, sensory gardens, wheelchair accessible swings", Sensory-friendly playgrounds
- Clear sidewalks, "light poles block wheelcharis and strollers. Some places that should have sidewalks don't"
- "No programs available for individuals with disabilities"
- Wheelchair ramps
- More handicap ramps and level surfaces - especially in downtown ramps and the Taunton River area (and 'Harodite')
- Movies / free recreation activities in the park for seniors "would be nice to recreate without buying something"
- Handicap accessible parking - ex, in Hopewell park there are 2 spots by the sidewalk, but there need to be more spots for this. 
- "Flat spots are needed, not grass all the time"
- "Motorized carts to allow seniors to access the trails, with a check-out / rental system"
- "Additional accessible parking spaces. Additional seating. Flat surfaces are needed, not grass all the time. Shaded spaces. Definitely need places that are

enclosed by fences for people with disabilities who are a flight risk. Programming absolutely needs to be more accessible to all. Staff need to be trained, 
social workers or behaviorists available as needed, staff who are familiar with how to adapt and accommodate existing programs, classes, and summer
camp in a way that ALL who want to participate can do so successfully. Staffing ratios should be lowered as well. "

- Repair railings at Boyden refuge
- Accessible seating in park areas
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0.00% 0

19.68% 49

24.10% 60

38.55% 96
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30.12% 75

41.37% 103

0.00% 0
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Total Respondents: 249

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Somerset

Weir Village

East Taunton

Downtown Taunton

North Taunton

South Taunton

Westville

Whittenton

Elliot's Corners

Which specific facilities that are needed in certain neighborhoods?

- Central senior rec center, teen rec. center (in East Taunton and elsewhere)
- Street and pond hockey rinks
- Sidewalks on Fremont Street
- Convert golf course on Davis St to an ATV, Motor Cross, BMX, etc. "That property has been sitting vacant since the TBL Taunton Bicycle Leauge 
ended in 1985-1986.."
- Monitored open space in Weir and Whittenton
- Parks near everett street flood after rainfall
- More dog parks - but make sure to teach / train dog walkers on etiquette and make sure they clean up after their dogs"
- "Connection from Main street to the park on the Mill River on Allans Ave"
- Pop-up events for retail booths/food trucks
- "Areas for the general public to go to learn how to paint or just for socailizaing"
- Community gardens in East Taunton

Taunton Open Space and Recreation Plan

Q12 Which areas of Taunton most lack park and recreation facilities?
Answered: 249 Skipped: 225
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100.00% 210

74.76% 157

54.76% 115

Q13 What do you feel your neighborhood is lacking?
Answered: 210 Skipped: 264

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

1

2

3

Top Choice:
- Bike paths
- Walking areas
- Sidewalks - repeated several times as a need (repairs, new installations, removal / moving of street lights, etc.)
- Rec center
- Playgrounds
- Dog Parks
- Movie theater
- Basketball courts

Second Choice:
- Tennis Courts
- Restrooms
- Bike Paths
- Areas for teens
- Bicycle / Skate Path

Third Choice:
- Organized outdoor recreation activities
- Tennis / pickleball court
- Picnic areas
- Dog parks
- Playgrounds
- Crosswalks that offer better signage/safety

-
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100.00% 178

84.83% 151

64.04% 114

Q14 In the spaces below, please list the three most important open space
and recreation issues facing Taunton.  Please be as specific as possible in

describing the issue.
Answered: 178 Skipped: 296

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

1

2

3

Top Choice:

Second Choice:

- Lack of dog park
- Location for ATV riders
- Maintenance of tennis facilities
- Conserve more green space
- Bike/skate park
- playgrounds and fenced in areas for smaller children
- Clean walking paths
- Lack of a movie theater
- Playgrounds
- Areas for teens
- "Consistently clear walking trails. There are trails, but clearing once/year makes it useless because nobody is going to go if they aren’t sure it is clear."

Third Choice:
- "Variances for lot sizes need to be limited"
- Mental health issues in the community
- Safety for seniors
- Communication issues on what recreation is available, for whom, and where
- Greater police presence to enforce safety
- Climate change issues
- "Taunton has to keep its budget balanced but it might be nice to see a certain percentage be dedicated towards recreation/development of open space--as
a lot of it requires planning"
- "ATV access. Not for me personally but anything to get these riders off our streets. Fine anyone caught in the street and force them do do community
service clearing trails for use. Make them buy permits and use money for same. "

- Too few recreational options
- Very high use of existing spaces (crowding)
- Police presence
- Development of exisiting open spaces (conserving currently undeveloped areas)
- General lack of maintenance
- Vandalism
- Drainage issues in playgrounds/parks
- Illegal off-road vehicule use , homeless encampments
- Lack of ATV areas to keep kids off the roads
- Safety and cleanliness
- 'No walking' running areas'
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48.53% 132

51.47% 140

Q15 Are you aware of organized recreational activities such as yoga,
movies, and other activities hosted by the Downtown Taunton Foundation

in Liberty and Union Park?
Answered: 272 Skipped: 202

TOTAL 272
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Q16 Would you be interested in attending more organized activities such
as films, yoga, sports, or another activity (please note below) throughout

Taunton? 
Answered: 213 Skipped: 261

Mostly Yes. Other responses include: 
- Alternatives to the Senior Center as the sole source of information distribution. City website needs to be updated for clarity, and events should be
posted in public librareris, senior centres,a dn school. Facebook pages also need to be updated and notified.
- Farmer's market is hard to access for parking
- Water sports
- Parades, especially for holidays (ex, halloween)
- Films and scavenger hunts
- More professional instructors
- Street fairs
- Tai Chi classes -"exisiting programs need more awareness"

No:
- "access to more safe and quiet green spaces for passive recreation"
- "too crowded and unorganized, many activtiies not safe for young children"
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48.30% 85

25.00% 44

42.05% 74

55.11% 97

38.64% 68

18.75% 33

Q17 Are you interested in volunteering in the following types of
opportunities in the City of Taunton?

Answered: 176 Skipped: 298

Total Respondents: 176
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Agricultural Business

Bed & Breakfast / Hospitality

Grocery/ Food store

Home Business

Light Industry

Natural resource / Agricultural based tourism
("eco / agro tourism")

Local Farm Stands / Farmers Markets

Professional Offices

Private Recreation (gyms, etc.)

Retail

Restaurants / Bars

Sand/Gravel Mining

Personal Services

Waste Disposal

Solar Power generation

Other Renewable Energy production

Warehouses / distribution facilities

Children-centric recreational activities /
entertainment centers (Trampoline Parks, Roller
Skating Rinks, etc.)

Movie Theaters and Performing Arts Facilities

Community Center Activities (Ceramics Classes,
Arts & Crafts Lessons, etc.)

Art studios or galleries / lessons

Shopping opportunities

Other

23 22 16 61 1.00

Q18 More of which of the following types of businesses in Taunton do you think would help 
encourage good quality of life and recreation? Answered: 279 Skipped: 195
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79.93% 223

5.38% 15

14.70% 41

Q19 Should City ordinances require new development to set aside a
certain percentage of open space?

Answered: 279 Skipped: 195

TOTAL 279
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Q20 Are there any parcels that you would like to protect from development
and keep for open space and recreation needs... (please feel free to

provide general names, addresses, or tax plot information)
Answered: 116 Skipped: 358

- Areas around the industrial park
- Waterways or in rural areas
- Prospect Hill
- All open spaces in town
- Arthur Sharp Estate
- Sheppard Factory Pond
- Evergreen, Happy Hops, and Teaberry Farms
- Massasoit
- 34 Acres at 1 North Crane Ave (on sale for $800,000)
- Along Fremont St.
- Whittenton Mills - convert to a park space
- Warner Blvd. Boyden refuge
- Brick yard, Rocky Woods, Glebe Street Area
- Pathways through Myles Standish
- All land near Taunton High School
- Railroad corridor from Whittenton past old raynham dog track
- Bunk Pond
- Prospect Pond
- Waterfront / riverfront
- Parcel 29-14, Prince Henry Drive (comment that 'due to proposed changes to lot sizes, the area is going to become crowded')
- Area at and near intersection of WIlliams Street and Gordon M. Owen
- Area behind 130 Tremont Street
- Along the river behind Taunton High School
- South Walker St
- John Parker golf course
- Old lovingly colony on Davis STreet
- Rocky woods area
- Old nursing home on crane ave
- East Taunton airport
- Encourage adaptive re-use of existing buildings
- Fraga farm
- Fortmer taunton nursing home
- Old Baron Brother lot next to Taunton Synagogue
- Gertrude Boyden Refue
- Massasoit Park
- Some parcels on Route 44 near Manheim Auto auction
- Old silver City Galleria
- Old woodward springs park on Harvey Street
- Restore parking at Bunk Pond
- Clean up Glebe Street so people can walk
- Boyden Refuge, Memorial Park, Stevens St East Taunton
- Bassett Street
- End of Caswell Street
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61.51% 163

38.49% 102

Q21 Would you be willing to have a 1-3% surcharge on your property
taxes to fund open space acquisition through the Community Preservation

Act (CPA)? CPA funding can be used to improve open spaces, acquire
open space lands, or fund other improvements. Learn more about the CPA

here: www.communitypreservation.org/
Answered: 265 Skipped: 209

TOTAL 265
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45.42% 119

20.99% 55

21.76% 57

7.25% 19

4.58% 12

Q22 How many children under the age of 18 are in your household?
Answered: 262 Skipped: 212

TOTAL 262
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18.25% 48
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Q23 What is your age?
Answered: 263 Skipped: 211

TOTAL 263
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70.11% 183

25.29% 66

4.21% 11

0.38% 1

Q24 What is your gender?
Answered: 261 Skipped: 213

TOTAL 261
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Q25 What is your favorite thing about living in Taunton?
Answered: 197 Skipped: 277

- History
- Accessibility
- 'The dichotomy of city and rural living' / 'small town feel'/ live in suburban type areas with beenfits of city services / "city amenities with a country feel"
- Cost of living being cheaper
- Bristol-Plymouth Regional Technical School
- 'Creative and social atmosphere
- Massasoit's proximity
- Strong sense of community
- Traditions (christmas tree lighting, 'tough meat on a stick')
- TMLP (3x)
- Rich Portuguese community - 'we are however threatened by massive multi-family development... it's a burden on families in the school systems, there's only so 
much taxes we can handle"
- "The ability to have a city that stil has nature areas"
- Proximity to nearby towns
- Diversity
- Community
- (Would be nice if the schools offered remote learning)
- Mix of city living - but need indoor recreation opportunities
- Hiking trails
- Historic preservation
- Great people who are nice
- "The people of the city are great and friendly and need more opportunities to come together"
- Lighting of the green

Other comments:
- "hard to meet other adults for free"
- Need for shopping, entertainment options (bowling alley, movie theater, etc.)
- No activities available for teenagers
- "There isn't any favorite thing....though the city has so much untapped potential if those elected would think outside the box, and reach out to bring needs into 
the city...revitalize older buildings make/bring in more retail shopping options, Riverwalk with entertainment,  theatre/comedy, "
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Q26 How did you hear about this survey? (Check all that apply)
Answered: 13 Skipped: 461

Total Respondents: 13
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