
 

 

Date: October 8, 2022 

 

 

To: Dartmouth Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee 

From: Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District 

RE:  Public Engagement Report, Open Space and Recreation Plan 2022 

 

 

 

Committee Members, 

Please find enclosed the outcomes, presented in graphics with supporting narratives of the public 
comment received to inform the 2022 Dartmouth Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP).  

The goal of public engagement in preparing the OSRP was to understand resident usage and enjoyment 
of open space and recreation lands and facilities, and desired improvements for the future. To maximize 
participation, the Town of Dartmouth and SRPEDD facilitated two kinds of engagement opportunities: 
in-person community workshops and an online survey. 

The report is divided into three sections. In Section One, we present the results of the community OSRP 
survey. In Section Two, we present the input received during the three identical action item 
prioritization community workshops. In Section Three, we present a synthesis of the comments across 
platforms. We suggest that it may be most expedient, as active and informed participants in this 
process, to start with Section 3, and then reference areas in Sections 1 and 2 where you may want to 
review more detailed information about particular responses of interest.  

The next step will be to craft plan goals and action items that are reflective of local perspectives and 
points of view, which will be the topic of the next OSRP Steering Committee meeting.  

We appreciate and welcome your review and comment.  

Thank you,  

The SRPEDD Team
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SECTION ONE: OSRP COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 

A. Survey Development and Deployment Process  

To ensure that public participation in Plan development was widespread and available beyond 
attendance at in-person meetings, the project team launched an online survey that respondents could 
take at their convenience.   
 
Survey questions were meant to gauge the public’s satisfaction with the current state of conservation, 
open space, and recreation lands, facilities, programs and policies within the town, as well as to help 
chart a course for future improvements. The resulting 29 question survey was posted on the town 
website and the SRPEDD website, and was available from March 16, 2022 through July, 31, 2022. 
Limited paper copies were also available at the Dartmouth Senior Center/Council on Aging and the Town 
Hall. The exact number of survey responses is difficult to gauge precisely, as it was possible for 
participants to skip individual questions. A total of 715 respondents engaged with the survey, but a core 
group of approximately 420 respondents completed the survey fully, skipping few, if any, questions.1  
The responses were varied by Precinct and demographics and gave a good representation of the town 
(see questions 25-28 for details).  
 

B. Summary of Survey Responses by Question 

Question 1: Are you filling this survey out as an individual or as a family? 

Type: Multiple choice 

Purpose: To understand who is taking the survey and ensure a good mix of input from both families and 
individuals, and to suggest that families consider taking the survey together. 

Big Picture Results: About half of the responses were from families and half from individuals. 

 
1 The 2015 OSRP survey received 387 responses, up from the 215 received during the 2009 update. 

381, 54%
328, 46%

Are you filling this survey out as an individual or as a family?

Individual
Family
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Detailed Results: A total of 709 respondents answered this question (6 people skipped). 54% of 
responses (381) were received from individuals, and 46% of responses were provided on behalf of 
families (328). 

Question 2: Which, if any, of the following activities have you or your family members 
participated in during the past year? 

Type: Multiple choice with “other” write in option 

Purpose: To understand which recreational activities Dartmouth residents participated in during the 
past year, and where they have, and would like, to participate in these activities (inside or outside 
Dartmouth). 

Big Picture Results: Right now, residents top recreational activities in Dartmouth are walking / hiking 
trails, wildlife viewing/birdwatching, swimming, biking, agrotourism, cultural tourism, activities on the 
water, and use of playgrounds / picnicking areas. Dartmouth residents tend to go elsewhere to 
participate in softball. In future, people would like to be able to engage in more walking and hiking in 
town, more swimming, more biking, suggesting the continued maintenance or addition of new trails 
and/or facilities. They would also like additional opportunities for softball and field hockey in town.   

Detailed Results: This question had four aspects to address; for each activity, respondents indicated if 
they participated in activities in Dartmouth, out of Dartmouth, you would like to participate more in 
Dartmouth, and have not participated in Dartmouth.   

The eleven recreational activities that at least half of respondents participated in last year in Dartmouth 
(with number of respondents indicated in parenthesis) are walking / hiking trails (309), wildlife viewing 
(239), swimming (202), biking (173), bird watching (161), agrotourism (159), canoeing/kayaking (153), 
cultural tourism (149), sailing/boating (148), playgrounds (135), and picnicking (134). There were also a 
few write-in options for this category; dog walking, yoga/meditation, disc golf, and paddle boarding.  

The top five recreational activities that respondents engaged in outside of Dartmouth are walking / 
hiking trails (176 respondents), biking (130 respondents), softball (121 respondents), wildlife viewing 
(111 respondents), and swimming (104 respondents).  

The top five recreational activities that respondents would like to engage in more of in Dartmouth are 
walking / hiking trails (125 respondents), swimming (97 respondents), agrotourism (91), softball (93 
respondents), field hockey (91 respondents), and biking (89 respondents).  
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The top five activities people have not participated in Dartmouth were hunting (166 respondents), 
tennis (165 respondents), baseball (165 respondents), hockey (165 respondents), and boating / sailing 
(164 respondents). 

A few other write-in comments included creation of an indoor/outdoor sports center, adding more 
farmers markets, access to more boat launches, a community pool, and a running track.  

Question 3: Please check off which recreational facilities below you are aware of and which 
ones you use. 

Type: Multiple choice with “other” write in option 

Purpose: To understand which major recreational facilities people use and if there may be sites that are 
underutilized due to a lack of knowledge about them. 

Big Picture Results: Respondents were generally knowledgeable about the major recreational offerings 
in town, but there were some significant differences for certain facilities in the number of people who 
are aware of them, and the number of people who use them. The least difference between awareness 
and usage rates were for Dartmouth’s beaches and DNRT properties, suggesting that people who know 
about these areas tend to use and enjoy them. 

Detailed Results: A total of 480 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (235 skipped). In 
general, there is widespread awareness of major open space and recreation facilities in Dartmouth.  

For each facility listed, only four sites had less than 80% of respondents list an awareness of the site 
(though all four were at 79% awareness, just under 80%). Ironically, some of the most well-known sites 
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in town had some of the lowest facility usage rate. The Rogers Street Waterways Access Facility is the 
most glaring example, with the highest awareness rate (97%), and the lowest facility usage rate (5%). 

Two definitive trends were noticeable for beaches and DNRT properties. Both of these categories tend 
to have the smallest delta (or difference) between the percentages of people who are aware of them, 
and those that use them – in other words, if people know about the beaches and the DNRT properties, 
they tend to use them. Reponses called out in the other facilities category included the use of Gidley 
Woods, Copicut Woods/Bioreserve, Ocean View (DNRT), Elm Street Cemetery, Parsons Reserve (DNRT), 
and the Harbor. 
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Difference between facility awareness rate and usage rate 

Question 4: Do you or your family members ever use the following water-recreation access 
locations? If no, please use the drop-down columns to right to check off what the issue is for 
that location. 

Type: Yes / No, followed by multiple choice if applicable. 

Purpose: To understand which water-access sites respondents are recreating at, and if not, the reasons 
they do not use each site. 

Big Picture Results: Round Hill Beach is a favorite and widely-used water access point. About an equal 
number of people have and have not recreated at Demarest Lloyd. Slightly more people have not 
recreated at Dias Landing / Apponagansett Beach than people who have. Most people have not 
recreated on the Paskamanset River. Each access point has a particular barrier to usage that was most 
frequently cited: parking at Round Hill Beach, water quality at Dias Landing / Apponagansett Beach, the 
condition of the beach at Demarest Lloyd State Park, and a lack of awareness of recreational 
opportunities for the Paskamanset River. 

Detailed Results: A total of 463 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (252 skipped). 
Large numbers of survey respondents are using each of the four water-recreation sites specified in the 
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question - Dias Landing/Apponagansett Beach, Demarest Lloyd State Park, Round Hill Town Beach, and 
Paskamanset River. Perhaps the most popular of these four sites is Round Hill Town Beach, where 72% 
of respondents (321 people) recreate. Demarest Lloyd State Park and Dias Landing has the next largest 
number of yes responses (212 or 50%, and 203 or 48%, respectively). The fewest number of respondents 
reported using the Paskamanset River for recreation, with only 30% of respondents (117 people) 
indicating their use of this waterway for recreation. 

In the “other” category that allowed for open-ended responses, people also indicated their participation 
in water- based recreation on the Slocum River / access at Russells Mills Landing, Gooseberry Island, and 
Horseback State Park [this response most likely mis-named Horseneck State Beach, located in 
neighboring Westport]. Additional water access locations were suggested for the Paskamanset River at 
the Police Station, Friends Academy and behind Stop & Shop / Town Fair Tire. 

 

The second part of this question asked respondents to indicate any issues associated with each location 
that may be impacting their decision to use it. At Dias Landing / Apponagansett Beach, water quality was 
the most cited issue. At Demarest Lloyd State Park, the condition of the beach was the most cited issue. 
At Round Hill Town Beach, lack of parking was the most commonly selected issue. For the Paskamanset 
River, lack of awareness was the most popular selected issued, which probably relates to why that 
location had the lowest number of users. 

A write-in an “other” category allowed respondents to share additional information for issues impacting 
their use of water access sites (in general, not necessarily connected to any location). Of these general 
“other” responses, many (39% of responses) were related to people not having had the chance to access 
the sites, either because they were too busy or already using other sites. Several respondents were 
unfamiliar with the sites because they were either new residents or not current residents of Dartmouth. 
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Other reasons mentioned included costs to access the site, unreliable and/or unsafe access, 
inappropriate use of the site by others, crowding at the site, or lack of adequate facilities and/or site 
amenities. 

 

Potentially actionable comments (grouped by theme or facility) provided in the “other” write-in section 
are as follows: 

Paskamanset - I've been curious about paddling the river but don't know enough about it to feel safe. | Not 
familiar with Paskamanset River. | Where is access to Pask. River? 
Need more public parking at Dias Landing. 
Wish we could park at Apponagansett for free. We use the playground. | Almost all Dartmouth beaches seem to 
have parking fees. 
Need more bathrooms at round hill and they need to be cleaned daily. | Round Hill Beach no dogs allowed not 
being enforced!!!! 

Other illustrative comments include: 

Demarest-Beach too rocky and shallow for swimming and found lots of ticks there 
when I walked my dog. 

Satisfied with options nearest to me. 

Town Landing in Russells Mills Village [Slocum River] -- use often. 

Lack of time and other options nearby. 

Dias Landing /
Apponagansett

Beach

Demarest Lloyd State
Park

Round Hill Town
Beach Paskamanset River

Water Quality 41 7 9 17
Lack of Parking 30 9 24 25
Condition of Beach 30 32 12 3
Unaware of Beach 18 19 4 59
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Question 5: Do you use the road/sidewalk system in Dartmouth for walking, running or biking?  

Type: Multiple choice 

Purpose: To understand if Dartmouth residents use the roadway and sidewalk systems 

Big Picture Results: Dartmouth’s roads and sidewalks are being actively used by cyclists and pedestrians 
and should therefore be maintained and made safe for these types of uses. 

Detailed Results: Almost all respondents (91%) said that they use the roadway and sidewalk systems for 
walking. Just under half said they use the systems for biking and just over a quarter of the respondents 
say they use it for running. (See questions 14-15 for additional information on where the sidewalk 
network can be improved in town.) 

 

Question 6: Do you have a playground within walking distance of your home? 

Type: Yes / No / Don’t Know 

Purpose: To understand the accessibility of Dartmouth’s playgrounds. 

Big Picture Results: Most people do not have access to a playground within walking distance of their 
home, but it is unclear whether this status quo is an issue for residents in rural/suburban contexts 
where places to play may be available at home. 

Detailed Results: 482 responses were received, with 281 responses (58%) answering “No”, 174 (36%) 
answering “Yes”, and 27 responses (6%) answering “Not sure”. 
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Question 7: Which team sports facilities do we need more of? Do they need improvement, 
expansion, or repair? 

Type: Multiple Choice with write-in option 

Purpose: Understand the adequacy of Dartmouth’s existing team sports facilities. 

Big Picture Results: According to respondents, Dartmouth needs new or more ice-skating facilities, 
pickleball courts, multi-use fields, tennis courts, lacrosse fields, field hockey fields, and basketball courts. 
The town should focus on improving the existing baseball fields (especially the High School baseball 
facility), Quinn field (drainage issues), and the Middle School practice football field (lighting needed). 
Respondents were generally satisfied with soccer, softball, and youth football facilities. Expanded multi-
purpose field options would allow for some of the additional write-in activities and themes to flourish, 
such as achieving more space for youth sports, more space for adult sports leagues, and spaces that are 
separate and apart from schools, so that they can be used during the day (when school being in session 
prevents the use of school-based facilities). Outdoor and indoor multi-purpose spaces are desired.  

Detailed Results: 429 respondents answered this question (286 skipped). Across all the sport facility 
types, the largest response recorded was “no opinion.” In combining the “no opinion” and “don’t know” 
categories and comparing with the sums of the other three opinion-based answer choices, tennis was 
the facility for which more people had an opinion than did not or did not know.  

Of those with an opinion on the facilities, the types that people mostly indicated the town needs more 
of were ice skating rinks (137 or 35% of responses for that facility), pickleball courts (130 or 33%), multi-
use fields (124 or 32%), and tennis courts (97 or 25%). For each of these categories, “need new” was the 
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clear preference, with few satisfied and few choosing the similar alternative option of “improve 
existing.” 

Beyond the above clear desires for certain new facilities, several other types of facilities require 
additional attention from the town. For this category of facilities, while people may vary on whether the 
best approach would be to improve existing facilities or to create new facilities, the overall trend is 
toward dissatisfaction over satisfaction. The combined numbers from the categories of “need new” and 
“need to improve existing” outweigh the number of people who are “satisfied” for all the following 
activities: baseball (about equal satisfaction and dissatisfaction; emphasis on improving existing sites), 
lacrosse fields (moderate trend toward dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites), field hockey 
fields; (slightly trend toward dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites), and basketball (moderate 
trend toward dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites). 

The facility types that most people were satisfied with were soccer fields, softball fields, and youth 
football fields. 

Some of the open-ended “other” responses included notes about the condition of particular facilities. 
Quinn field was noted as having drainage issues and being too wet and buggy. Warner Football was 
recommended as a site that could be potentially converted to allow for multiple uses. The Dartmouth 
High School baseball facility and Middle School practice football field were noted as in poor condition, 
with a desire for lighting to be provided at the middle school field. 

Respondents also wrote in to share other types of facilities that they wish to see more of in town. The 
most popular suggestions (7 responses) were related to making the existing facilities more accessible to 
the public or offering alternative locations off of school property so that the public could recreate during 
school hours (though one response noted this access should be for Dartmouth residents only). Two 
responses also noted that there should be fields for adult sports leagues. Other recommended team 
sport facility types (not included in questions 8-9 below) were disc golf courses, spaces for ultimate 
frisbee (could be part of a multi-purpose field), outdoor tracks, and volleyball courts. One respondent 
also suggested increasing awareness about the available facilities. One person noted there were too 
many golf courses. 

Potentially actionable comments (grouped by theme or facility) provided in the “other” write-in section 
are as follows: 

Multi-use turf fields and access to Memorial Stadium please. | The town needs more turf fields for all teams to 
use. | Would love to access the Turf field for an adult recreational ultimate frisbee league. 
Informational Flyers needed so residents are aware of these places. Produce a book that residents can pick up. 
Need to better schedule existing sports fields to increase utilization. 
Practice football field behind the middle school should be fixed with lighting. 
Quinn is where most girls sports fields are and the drainage is terrible. 
Tennis I’m only aware of private facilities or at HS which means you can only play after school hours. 
Basketball requires a partnership with Burgo. They have done amazing work for the town, but they have 
outgrown the space. 
Need disc golf. 
Multi use indoor recreational building. | We need a town run recreation center. | Need indoor walking facility 
and pool. 
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Very upset the HS Lacrosse team had to bus or drive to practice. 
Need a public track and field for runners/sprinters. | Running track needed (unclear which in town are public). 
VOLLEYBALL! 

Other illustrative comments include: 

“Fields for middle age/older adults to play!” 

“There is not enough dedicated youth space.  They must use or split school fields. 
(except baseball)”  

“More user friendly open spaces, that are maintained” 

Question 8: Which water access facilities do we need more of? Do they need improvement, 
expansion, or repair? 

Type: Multiple Choice with write-in option 

Purpose: In a town that values coastal and water-based activities, this question helps to understand 
which water access facilities Dartmouth needs more of or if they need improvements.  

Big Picture Results: According to respondents, Dartmouth needs new or more swimming pools, 
canoeing/kayaking opportunities, places to fish and shellfish, moorings, and a small boat marina. The 
town should focus on improving the existing public beaches and motorized boat ramps. Respondents 
were generally satisfied with sailing facilities. Hunting-related recreation received significant negative 
open-ended feedback. Additional activities to consider are a splash pad, providing boat storage 
opportunities, and organizing swimming lessons at town beaches.   

Detailed Results: A total of 434 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (281 skipped). As 
with question 7 above, there were five different categories to choose from when considering each type 
of water-based activity: does the town need more of the facility type, does the town need to improve 
existing facilities for the facility type, are no changes needed because people are satisfied with the 
facility type, or do respondents have not opinion/don’t know. There was also an “other” category where 
respondents could include a write-in option or additional information. 

Across some water access facility types, the largest response recorded was in the “no opinion” or “don’t 
know category,” with the exception of responses related to beaches, swimming pools, and 
canoeing/kayaking. Of those with an opinion on the facilities, the types that people mostly indicated the 
town needs more of were swimming pools (155 or 40% of responses for that facility) and 
canoeing/kayaking opportunities (139 or 34%). For each of these categories, “need new” was the clear 
preference, with few satisfied and few choosing the similar alternative option of “improve existing.” 

Beyond the above clear desires for certain new facilities, several other types of water-based facilities 
require additional attention from the town. For this category of facilities, while people may vary on 
whether the best approach would be to improve existing facilities or to create new facilities, the overall 
trend is toward dissatisfaction over satisfaction. The combined numbers from the categories of “need 
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new” and “need to improve existing” outweigh the number of people who are “satisfied” for all the 
following water-based activities: public beaches (significant trend toward dissatisfaction with 153 
satisfied / 218 need new or improved; emphasis on improving existing sites), places to fish and shellfish 
(significant trend toward dissatisfaction with 85 satisfied / 133 need new or improved; significant 
emphasis on needing new sites), moorings; (moderate trend toward dissatisfaction; significant emphasis 
on needing new sites), and a small boat marina (moderate trend toward dissatisfaction; emphasis on 
needing new sites). 

 

The facility types that most people were satisfied with were sailing facilities, hunting waterfowl (which 
also had the highest “no opinion” response), and boat ramps for motorized boats, though the tally of 
satisfied versus dissatisfied in this case was close, with a margin of 15 responses favoring satisfied. 

Some of the open-ended “other” responses included notes about the condition of particular facilities. 
Round Hill Beach was noted as needing better parking management. Dredging (or dock elevation as 
currently being pursued by the town as an alternative) at the Apponagansett Boat Ramp might improve 
user experience and access. Rogers Street Boat Ramp could be improved with a floating dock. 

Respondents also wrote in to share other types of facilities that they wish to see more or less of in town. 
The most popular suggestions (7 responses) were related to discouraging hunting in Dartmouth. Three 
responses encouraged a greater embrace of boating in Dartmouth’s waters, while two had the expressly 
opposite sentiment and wished to limit boating access. Three comments related to needing more 
parking, less expensive parking, or better parking management at beaches. Other recommended water-
based facility types and activities (not included in questions 7 & 9) were a splash pad, public small boat 
marina, and swimming lessons at public beaches. One respondent also suggested increasing awareness 
about the available facilities for launching canoes/kayaks. 
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Potentially actionable comments (grouped by theme or facility) provided in the “other” write-in section 
are as follows. In this case, as is evident from below, there are sometimes conflicting sentiments: 

Parking at Round Hill not regulated. Too many wasted spaces. | Parking needed at these areas. 
Boat ramp at Apponagansett needs dredging. | A dinghy dock located at Dias Landing would improve universal 
access to small boats. It is impossible for me to independently drag my dinghy from the rack to the shoreline. 
Therefore I am dependent on the assistance of others to access my moored sailboat or go for a row. 
Rogers Street Ramp is not useable due to no floating dock. 
Wish there were a chart of all the local places to launch a kayak / SUP easily. 
A public small boat marina is needed.  
Please charge non-residents more and limit their use of our natural resources. 
Dog beach early morning maybe before 8 am. 
Winter storage for large sailboats. 
Splash pad or wading pool similar to what Freetown state had a few years back. Primarily a splash pad, splash 
deck that makes water play accessible to non-swimmers, handicap kids who don't have muscle ability to swim. 
Swimming lessons at beaches. 

Other illustrative comments include: 

“This town needs to embrace boating activities that could bring business to 
Padanaram harbor.” 

“We don’t need more boats, gas / diesel pollution in water - and nonresidents using 
boat ramps. At some point the town needs to admit that more is not better. There are 

unintended consequences with growth.” 

“Public/visiting moorings creates wonderful destinations and encourages healthy 
outdoor activities for families and friends.” 

“We do not need to add more marina facilities in the terribly polluted Apponagansett 
Bay. Personal watercraft (skidoos) should be banned. Passive canoeing, kayaking and 

paddle boarding should be encouraged.”   

“Water Access is perfect.”  

“Hunting is so dangerous for dogs, small children. I don’t think we should encourage 
this in any way more than we do.”  

“Parking is both cost prohibitive and a challenge during the heat of summer.”   

“Water Conservation/Preservation” 

Question 9: Which lower impact or individual recreational activities do we need more of? Do 
they need improvement, expansion, or repair? 

Type: Multiple Choice with write-in option 

Purpose: To determine which individual or passive recreational activities Dartmouth should expand 
upon, improve, or repair. 
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Big Picture Results: According to respondents, more than any other individualized activity, Dartmouth 
absolutely needs new or more paved dedicated bike lanes. In order of most responses in the “need 
new” category with a count of 100 or higher, Dartmouth would also benefit from additional areas for 
outdoor education, hiking trails, picnic areas, areas for nature study (including birdwatching), mountain 
biking, places to run/jog, outdoor fitness trail, a skate part, and campgrounds. Respondents were 
generally satisfied with existing hiking trails, equestrian trails, playgrounds, hunting access, and golf 
courses. Write-in responses also listed additional activities for consideration, including a community 
garden, additional places for dog walking, and a place for dirt bikes. 

Detailed Results: A total of 435 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (280 skipped). 
There were five different categories to choose from when considering each type of lower impact or 
individual recreational activity: does the town need more sites, does the town need to improve existing 
sites, are no changes needed because people are satisfied with the current sites, or do respondents 
have no opinion/don’t know. There was also an “other” category where respondents could include a 
write-in option or additional information. 

Across some lower impact or individual recreational activity types, responses in the combined “no 
opinion” and “don’t know category” outweighed responses that indicated a firm opinion about the 
activity in town, including cross country skiing, equestrian trails, campgrounds, hunting access and skate 
park / rollerblading; these tend to be activities that may be less familiar pursuits to many individuals, but 
which might have a dedicated core following or age-specific cohort associated with them. 

Among those with an opinion on town facilities, paved bike lanes were the only category where the vast 
majority of people expressed the opinion that new, additional paved bike paths are needed in town (277 
or 65% of responses for that facility).    

Beyond the above clear desires for new paved bike lanes, other types of facilities require additional 
attention from the town, according to those who shared an opinion. For this category of facilities, while 
people may vary on whether the best approach would be to improve existing facilities or to create new 
facilities, the overall trend is toward respondents expressing dissatisfaction over satisfaction. The 
combined numbers from the categories of “need new” and “need to improve existing” outweigh the 
number of people who are “satisfied” for all the following activities: mountain biking (moderate trend 
toward dissatisfaction; significant emphasis on needing new sites), places to jog/run (about equal 
satisfaction and dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites), cross-country skiing (moderate trend 
toward dissatisfaction, with emphasis on needing new sites), picnic areas (moderate trend toward 
dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites), campgrounds (moderate trend toward dissatisfaction; 
emphasis on needing new sites), outdoor fitness trails / stations (moderate trend toward dissatisfaction; 
emphasis on needing new sites); nature study, including birdwatching (about equal satisfaction and 
dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites), areas for outdoor education (moderate trend towards 
dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites), and skate parks / rollerblading (moderate trend toward 
dissatisfaction; emphasis on needing new sites). 

The facility types that more people were satisfied with were hiking trails (though numbers were close 
between the satisfied and dissatisfied categories, with a significant amount of people desiring new 
trails), equestrian trails, playgrounds, and golf courses. 
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The most popular suggestion in the “other” category related to expanding opportunities for biking in 
town, with most of these focused on creating dedicated bike lanes and paths that keep cyclists safe by 
decreasing the need to bike on road. Specific suggestions also included support for making connections 
to the SouthCoast Bikeway, a bike trail from Gulf Road Bridge down Smith Neck Road to Round Hill 
Beach, and the installation of an asphalt pump track that can be used by bikes as well as other self-
propelled sports (skateboards, rollerblades, etc.). Two respondents focused on the need for additional 
dog walking areas, while another two focused on specific suggestions for enhanced wildlife viewing and 
bird watching. Other recommended facility types (not included in questions 7-8 above) were a place for 
dirt-bikes, and community gardens.  

Potentially actionable comments (grouped by theme or facility) provided in the “other” write-in section 
are as follows: 

Asphalt Pump Track - Can be used by self-propelled sports (Skateboards and rollerblades, scooters, etc.) 
Bird blind for observing coastal birds. 
Need place for dirt-bikes, etc. 
A paved bike/walking trail from Gulf Rd bridge down Smith Neck Road to Round Hill beach is needed. More bike 
paths all over Dartmouth needed. | Get the bikes off the road.  Roads too narrow. Unsafe! | Biking on existing 
roadways needs to be improved with signage and bike lanes. Dartmouth needs to connect to the SouthCoast 
Bikeway. Fall River to Cape Cod Canal! 
Areas to walk dogs. | If there was a place to walk a dog near fields it would be great. A paved path around 
school ball fields is great for senior community members who no longer have children in school but need 
exercise and trails can be muddy or too many obstacles. Many towns make the compromise of “poop bag” dog 
okay trails that have plenty of room around school centric fields that all ages pay for in a community. 
Information site on where to do all items. | Some may mean we need more publicity of sites.  I may have 
selected we need more of them but actually I may not know they even exist.  
Planting more trees. 
We love hiking trails but they need more boardwalks so they can be used after rainy days. Too muddy. 
Public spaces where residents can grow food. 

Other illustrative comments include: 

“Badly need dedicated bike paths; road biking is getting dangerous.”  

“More protected areas for wildlife viewing but no human access.”  

“Why did the town not allow skate park ?” 

“Bike trails can be hard packed gravel for road biking.” 
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Question 10: What is your level of satisfaction with the existing facilities in Dartmouth that are 
available for recreational use by age group? 

Type: Multiple Choice 

Purpose: Understand whether Dartmouth is meeting the recreational needs of various age groups. 

Big Picture Results: The town has the most work to do in terms of addressing the recreational needs of 
teenagers. This age cohort was the only group where more respondents reported a low satisfaction with 
age-appropriate recreational offerings than those who reported at least a moderate level of satisfaction. 

Age High / Moderate Satisfaction Count Low Satisfaction Count 
1 to 4 185 44 
5 to 9 210 38 
10 to 12 179 65 
teen 110 129 
adult 301 76 
senior 194 89 

Detailed Results: 433 respondents answered this question (282 skipped). A relatively high portion of 
respondents chose “Don’t Know / NA” for the youth age categories (1 year old through teenagers), 
consistent with the 54% of respondents filling out the survey as individuals (rather than on behalf of a 
family). The senior age category also received a relatively high portion of “Don’t Know / NA” responses 
(32% if responses for that category). This could suggest that most survey respondents were in the single 
adult category.  

For those who did indicate an opinion on their level of satisfaction, across all age range categories the 
most popular response was a medium level of satisfaction. In the 1-4 and 5-9 year old age groups, more 
respondents indicated a high level of satisfaction (80 responses in that age range, for both ranges) than 
a low level of satisfaction (44 responses and 38 responses, respectively). There were slightly more low 
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than high responses in the 10-12 years old age range (65 responses for that range vs. 60 responses). The 
teenage age range had many more low than high responses (129 responses for that range vs. 33 
responses). The adult age range received 52% medium responses (219 responses), and slightly more 
high responses than low (82 responses for that age range vs. 76). The senior age range has more low 
responses than high (89 responses for that age category vs. 58 responses). 

Question 11: Does the town lack a recreational activity that you are interested in and have not 
listed in any category above? 

Type: Yes / No 

Purpose: To understand if Dartmouth lacks any recreational activity that people are interested in that 
was not a recreational facility type discussed in question 7-9 categories (sports facilities, water-based 
recreation facilities, and individualized/passive facilities).  

Big Picture Results: A total of 432 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (283 skipped). 
Most people (80%) said that the town was not lacking any recreational activities that were not listed in 
the previous questions. The 20% of respondents that did have additional suggestions gave further detail 
in Question 12. 

Detailed Results: See Question 12 discussion below. 

Question 12: If yes [in the above question], please describe the activity. 

Type: Open ended 

Purpose: To understand which activities residents think Dartmouth is lacking that have not been 
addressed in previous questions.  

Big Picture Results: In addition to the activities explored about, there are multiple people (but less than 
10 for each response) who expressed a desire for indoor sports facilities, disc golf, dog areas, dirt 
biking/ATV trails, more sidewalks, community/teen center, spaces for yoga/mediation, swimming 
lessons (additional detail for other questions where a swimming pool was a clear new facility need), and 
a bicycle pump track. 

Detailed Results: A total of 89 respondents answered this open-ended question (626 skipped). However, 
some responses did in fact list activities that were available for comment in questions 7-9. As a result, 
we have excluded those from the analysis here, in an effort to understand which activity options truly 
were not otherwise available for comment, or to recognize where this question resulted in more specific 
feedback.  

More than one respondent pointed to a need for indoor sports facilities, disc golf, dog areas, dirt 
biking/ATV trails, more sidewalks, community/teen center, spaces for yoga/mediation, swimming 
lessons (additional detail for other questions where a swimming pool was a clear new facility need), and 
a bicycle pump track. One response each was gathered for the following activities, which might point to 
individualized needs that the town may not prioritize when other collective desires for recreational 
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activities have been expressed elsewhere in the survey: fencing, clam beds, natural playground, music 
programs, victory garden, racquetball, target sports, ropes course, horseback riding.  

Question 13: How accessible and useful do you feel open spaces and recreational facilities in 
Dartmouth are to those in the community with disabilities? 

Type: Multiple Choice 

Purpose: To determine how accessible the open space and recreational facilities are in Dartmouth for 
those with disabilities in the community. 

Big Picture Results: More attention may be required to enable ADA access – one-fifth of respondents 
replied that they felt facilities were not accessible and not useful to members of the community with 
disabilities.  

Detailed Results: Of 435 responses, 197 (45%) felt that these areas are “somewhat accessible and 
somewhat useful,” 103 (24%) said they “don’t know what people with disabilities need,” 86 (20%) felt 
these areas are “not accessible and not useful,” and 49 (11%) felt these areas are “very accessible and 
very useful.”  
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Questions 14 and 15: What street do you live on? Do you need more sidewalks on your street? 

Type: Open ended (street name) and yes/no to if you need more sidewalks 

Purpose: The purpose of this question is to see which street people live on who took the survey, and if 
in their view, they need more sidewalks on their street. 

Big Picture Results: Overall, only about one quarter of respondents stated a need for more sidewalks on 
their street. Streets for which there was at least a margin of 2 respondents that wanted more sidewalks 
over those who do not include Reed Road, Prospect Street, Rock O’Dundee Road, Cross Road, Alpha 
Street, Bush Street, Collins Corner Road, Connecticut Avenue, Lexington Avenue, State Road.  

Detailed Results: A total of 404 respondents provided their street (311 skipped), but a greater number 
431, responded yes or no to whether more sidewalks are needed on their street. Unfortunately, for the 
27 respondents who did not provide a street name, we could not meaningfully interpret their response 
to the secondary question. 

Overall, 121 people said they needed more sidewalks on their identified street. The table below shows 
the list of streets people said need more sidewalks sorted by the top streets with the most “yes – need 
more sidewalks responses.” There were also people who disagreed and thought their street did not 
need more sidewalks. For example, for Smith Neck Road, there were 9 people who want more sidewalks 
on that street (the most yes votes of any street in Dartmouth) but 11 people said they would not want 
more sidewalks on that street.  

What street do you live on? Yes No What street do you live on? Yes No 
Smith Neck Rd 9 11 Dartmouth Woods Dr 1  
Reed Rd 8 2 Dean St 1  
Bakerville Rd 6 6 Division Rd 1 1 
Prospect St 5  Evelyn St 1  
Rock O’Dundee Rd 5 3 Faunce Corner Rd 1  
Russells Mills Rd 5 6 Gibson Ter 1  
Horseneck Rd 4 15 Harbor St 1 2 
Rockland St 4 3 Hathaway Rd 1  
Cross Rd 3 1 Homer St 1  
Old Fall River Rd 3 3 Joshua Weeks Ln 1  
Alpha St 2  Leonor Dr 1  
Bush St 2  Lincoln St 1  
Collins Corner Rd 2  Little River Rd 1 1 
Connecticut Ave 2  Longview Dr 1 3 
Elm St 2 9 Main  1  
Fisher Rd 2 2 McCabe St 1 1 
Gulf Rd 2 2 Oesting St (NB) 1  
High Hill Rd 2 2 off of Russells Mills Rd 1  
Lexington Ave  2  Old Westport Rd 1 5 
Potomska Rd 2 5 Onyx Dr 1 1 
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State Rd 2  Page St 1  
Abner Potter's Way 1 1 Pembroke Dr 1  
Allens Neck Rd 1 1 Pleasant Ln 1 2 
Arrowhead Ln 1 1 Private Road 1  
Barney’s Joy Rd 1 8 Seth Davis Way  1  
Bradford Pl 1  Sherbrook Rd 1  
Bridge St 1 1 Slades Farm Ln 1  
Brown St 1  Smith St 1  
Bryant Ln 1  Sunview Ter  1 1 
Cedar dell Way 1  Tucker Rd 1 2 
Cleveland St 1  Twin Ponds Dr 1  
Cornell Cir 1  Utley St  1  
Country Way 1 1 Wilbur Ave 1  
Crescent Dr 1  Wilson St 1 7 

Question 16: Should more land be set aside for Conservation and Open Space? 

Type: Yes / No 

Purpose: To determine, in general, if the Dartmouth community wants to preserve more land as 
conservation and/or open space. 

Big Picture Results: Yes – 88% percent of respondents support additional land conservation in 
Dartmouth. 

Detailed Results: There were 404 responses recorded, with the vast majority (354 or 88%) responding 
“Yes”, and the remaining responses (50 or 12%) responding “No”. 

Question 17: If you have one in mind, give the name/location of a wild/scenic/special area in 
town that you think should be protected. 

Type: Open ended 

Purpose: Identify specific locations or areas in town that the public wishes to see protected. 

Big Picture Results: The most specific suggestions for new conservation areas were associated with 
particular farms (see list below). Locations in Dartmouth that got the most mentions overall for desired 
land preservation include Padanaram Harbor (6 mentions), North Dartmouth (6 mentions), Old Fall River 
Road, especially its farmlands (6 mentions), Paskamansett Woods and the surrounding area (5 
mentions), Hawthorne Country Club (5 mentions), George Farm (4 mentions), farmland along Gulf Road 
(4 mentions) and land surrounding Cedar Dell Pond (4 mentions). 

Detailed Results: 111 respondents answered this open-ended question (604 skipped). Many of the 
responses listed multiple locations or types of land. The paragraphs below summarize specific land 
preservation suggestions by category of land.  
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Farmland - The most popular type of land respondents want to conserve is farmland. Specific farms 
mentioned included: 

• George (4 mentions),  
• Pokanoket or Weinshell (3 mentions),  
• Tucker (2 mentions),  
• Merry Leg (2 mentions),  
• Wainer (2 mentions),  
• Vincent or Rock O’Dundee (2 mentions),  
• King (1 mention), 
• Apponagansett (1 mention),  
• Motha (1 mention),  
• Paskamansett (1 mention), and  
• Flag Swamp Cranberry Bog (1 mention). 

More generally, there was support for farmland preservation along Old Fall River Road (6 mentions), 
Gulf Road (4 mentions), and at the intersection of Faunce Corner and Old Fall River Roads (1 mention).  

Coastal Areas - Coastal areas were the second most popular category and included particular coastal 
habitats as well as coastal parks and other areas. In particular, preserving public waterfront access was a 
top priority with 7 mentions. Coastal areas specifically mentioned included Padanaram Harbor (6 
mentions), Round Hill Beach and the surrounding marshes (2 mentions) and Apponagansett Bay (1 
mention).  

Forests - Forests were the next most popular particular land type mentioned, and the Paskamansett 
Woods (5 mentions), Dartmouth Town Forest (2 mentions) and Fisher Road (1 mention) forested areas 
were singled out in particular.  

Waterbodies - Land surrounding particular (non-coastal) water bodies was the next most popular 
category, particularly around Cedar Dell Pond (4 mentions) and Lake Noquochoke (3 mentions). Five 
people mentioned Dartmouth’s Rivers, including the Paskamansett River (3 mentions), Slocum River (1 
mention), Little River (1 mention) and Buttonwood Brook (1 mention).  

Other Lands and Neighborhoods - Some people mentioned park land and/or trails, as well as the land 
surrounding these areas to expand them. Particular parks and recreational areas mentioned included 
Apponagansett Park (2 mentions) and Dartmouth Regional Parks and Trails (1 mention). Some 
responses focused on land that should be protected to prevent development, specifically at the old 
Dartmouth police station (3 mentions) and the closed Hawthorne Country Club (5 mentions). Some 
responses specified a particular geographic area of town, rather than a type of land. Specific areas of 
town mentioned included North Dartmouth (6 mentions), Old Fall River Rd (6 mentions), Faunce Corner 
Rd (2 mentions) and the neighborhoods of Russells Mills, Smith Mills and Bliss Corner (1 mention each). 

“Any and all spaces it’s what makes Dartmouth so special” 

“Wherever possible and economical, but especially sensitive wildlife habitat” 

“Any publicly accessible coastline” 
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“Farm land … any and all.” 

“Parts of North Dartmouth, most conservation land is in South Dartmouth” 

Question 18: How important is it to you to preserve each of the following in Dartmouth? 

Type: Multiple choice with other option 

Purpose: Understand the types of places that the community thinks are most important to preserve. 

Big Picture Results: Dartmouth should focus on preserving lands that provide or protect water supply 
protection, forests/woodlands, wildlife habitat, farmlands, access to the waterfront and water-based 
recreation, opportunities for passive recreation, opportunities to mitigate climate change impacts, and 
wetlands. In some cases, particular tracts of land might provide multiple benefits, a criterion itself that 
could be factored in to prioritizing land preservation opportunities. 

Detailed Results: 402 respondents answered this question (313 skipped). For most of the categories 
provided, most respondents indicated preservation as highly important. The only exception was for the 
preservation of buildings and places, for which 42% of responses said they were not important, 41% said 
they were moderately important, and 17% said they were highly important. For each of the following 
categories, 70% or more of respondents said their preservation was highly important: open space for 
water supply protection (which had the greatest proportion of “highly important” votes at 352 
responses or 89% of responses for that category), forests/woodlands (332), wildlife habitat (323), 
farmlands (316), access to the waterfront and water based recreation (314), open space for 
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conservation and passive recreation (312), land to mitigate climate change impacts (306), and wetlands 
(305).  

Twenty-three “other” responses were received spanning several different topics. Four of these 
responses were related to controlling development, including limiting it altogether, requiring forested 
land be protected alongside new development, and limiting industrial and commercial development to 
the area along Route 6. Two responses were related to protecting the current character of the town, or 
it’s “open” feeling. Two responses were specific to protecting waterways from pollution, particularly 
from stormwater runoff and septic systems. One response noted that some properties may be able to 
protect several of these categories simultaneously, something to consider when prioritizing land for 
protection. 

Illustrative comments include: 

“Save farms and prevent development”  

“Stop allowing construction on or next to marsh lands”  

“create a wildlife bridge over highway I-195 at the Town Forest.” 

“Reduction of Nitrogen from runoff and septic is important” 

“preserve as much natural or agricultural area as possible via town budget, CPA, 
collaboration with land trusts and other environmental organizations” 

“Need to preserve the current open feeling of the Town!” 

Question 19: Which of the following actions do you think that the town should take in order to 
preserve open space? 

Type: Multiple choice with “other” option 

Purpose: To determine which mechanisms Dartmouth residents favor as tools for land preservation.  

Big Picture Results: Respondents were most in favor of the town supporting the use of zoning 
mechanisms such as OSRD and cluster bylaws that create open space dedications and set-asides. The 
town should take a more cautious approach to tools that involve raising taxes and town purchase of 
land – these measures had support, but respondents tend to want to use these measures with 
limitations. Potential reuse of the old police station came up in the open-ended responses, mainly 
framed as a desire to explore recreation potential at existing town property before pursuing new 
projects. For this question we acknowledge that a “do not pursue” option should have been provided. 

Detailed Results: 395 respondents answered this question (320 skipped). The most favored mechanisms 
to preserve open space were to mandate dedication of open space by developers, and to zone for 
conservation/open spaces. Over 50% of respondents were also in favor of the town definitely pursuing 
the promotion of donated Conservation Restrictions, using CPA funding to facilitate conservation 
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efforts, promoting property tax reduction programs such as Chapter 61, and working with the state to 
accomplish Agricultural Preservation Restrictions. Almost 50% of respondents definitively favored 
replenishing the Dartmouth Agricultural Preservation Trust Fund. For two categories of action – 
increasing taxes to fund open space preservation and town purchase of private land, responses included 
a significant or primary cohort that believes the town should pursue these actions, but with limitations. 

 

Thirty-three “other” responses were received spanning several different topics. Six of these responses 
focused on a flaw in the survey whereby this question did not include a “do not pursue option,” pointing 
out that “no opinion” responses should likely be read as including this “do not pursue.” Still, in no 
category of activity did the “no opinion” option outweigh the combined responses of “definitely pursue” 
and “pursue with limitations.”  

Six responses explicitly said they are not in favor of raising taxes, though these six long-form responses 
could likely be grouped with those who responded “no opinion” for this activity for 112-118 
respondents who presumably do not favor raising taxes for open space preservation, versus 100 
respondents that were definitely in favor of this action plus 155 that were in favor with limitations.  

Five responses focused on the relationship between land conservation and development, with two 
responses specifically calling out support for the utilization of cluster development type options that 
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allow for development while ensuring that it results in some natural lands protection and a smaller 
development footprint. One response focused on wetlands protection during development, and another 
on supporting development that is a walkable alternative to the cul-de-sac model. Finally, three 
responses focused on the old police station property, and wanting to understand the recreation 
potential of this tract, perhaps even before prioritizing new land preservation efforts. 

Illustrative comments include: 

“There should be a do not pursue option.”  

“Deal with the old police station and other no longer used properties before looking 
for new projects.”  

“Allow more cluster zoning to build homes instead of forcing developers to use 10 
acres of land for 5 houses allow more houses on a smaller section of the same 10 

acres therefore making homes affordable for young people to stay in town.”  

“Create a Land Bank similar to Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard.”  

“Don't let developers fill wetlands, don't let car washes in watersheds.  Don't fill wet 
areas and prosecute those who do!” 

“There must be low-cost housing for ag. workers. Land preservation without housing 
is not enough.” 

“Create more walkable neighborhoods and smaller building lots, not culdesacs off of 
busy roads so that people can run and bike safely.” 

Question 20: What priority rating do you give to each of the following concerns? 

Type: Multiple choice with “other” option 

Purpose: Understand the level of community concern over environmental issues that impact 
Dartmouth’s open spaces. 

Big Picture Results: Overall, Dartmouth residents are most concerned about the protection of drinking 
water, the reduction of pollution into waterbodies (from several sources, including residences, septic 
systems, agriculture, and roadway runoff), and threats from the loss of agricultural land and the related 
sense of rural qualities. 

Detailed Results: 395 respondents answered this question (320 skipped). All of the categories provided 
are high priorities to the majority of survey respondents. For every single category, more than 60% of 
respondents selected the “high priority” option. Perhaps the most important issue was the protection of 
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drinking water wells, which received the highest proportion of high priority votes (361 responses, or 
92% of the responses for that category) and lowest proportion of low priority votes (22 responses, or 
6%). Other issues where high priority accounted for 70% or more of responses were the problems of loss 
of natural habitats, water pollution from septic systems, water pollution from agricultural sources, water 
pollution from residential areas, water pollution from road runoff, loss of agricultural land, and loss of 
rural qualities of town.  

 

The most popular “other” category that was written in for this question was related to water pollution in 
general (3 responses), and the need to control chemical fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides in 
particular. Two “other” responses were related to development, particularly preventing it in flood zones 
and limiting variances to zoning bylaws. 

Illustrative comments include: 

“All of the above are interrelated, so policies need wholistic approaches that most 
residents will embrace” 

“Give residents incentives to use solar and other clean energy sources.” 

“These issues are larger + involve county, state, + national rulings.” 

“Town needs to strengthen flood area zones from development.” 
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“Prioritizing climate change is difficult.  Increased intensity and frequency would be 
interesting to see as an average across the season.  Heavy rains might be more 

intense but less frequent.  If it remain more intense and more frequent I might think we 
should restrict pollution causing agents that aid to future destruction, collect and 

release water, treat run off for oil and gas pollution, etc.” 

“Putting a stop to the use of chemical pesticides and herbicides should be a high 
priority.” 

Question 21: Activity related to Locally Grown Produce 

Type: Y / N 

Purpose: To determine how the Dartmouth community values locally grown produce. 

Big Picture Results: Locally grown produce is very important to the Dartmouth community, with positive 
response rates above 90% for the importance of local produce, the ongoing purchase of local produce, 
and a willingness to pay a premium for locally grown produce. 

Detailed Results: Ninety-three percent of respondents purchase locally grown produce. An even slightly 
larger percentage of respondents (95%) indicated that the availability of locally grown produce is 
important to them. Finally, 92% of respondents indicated that they are willing to pay more for locally 
grown produce. 

Question 22: In the spaces below, please list the three most important open space and 
recreation issues facing Dartmouth. 

Type: Open ended 

Purpose: Give survey respondents the opportunity to voice their top three priority open space and 
recreation issues in Dartmouth. 

Big Picture Results: Respondents approached this question with both general themes and specific 
facilities in mind. Related to general themes, respondents want to maintain and expand access to open 
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space and recreational opportunities, particularly in North Dartmouth, and along Dartmouth’s 
waterfront. Respondents also commonly highly value protecting open space as a means of preserving 
the town’s current rural character, expanding the availability of team and organized sports facilities, and 
protecting agricultural lands and practices. For specific facilities, responses focused on bike-specific 
paths, a multi-purpose recreational facility with indoor space for use during the winter and inclement 
weather, multi-purpose trails throughout town, and more swimming options, including indoor and/or 
outdoor pools. 

Detailed Results: 273 respondents answered this open-ended question (442 skipped).  In general, the 
themes that were mentioned most often (in terms of total responses, in order from most mentioned to 
least) were related to:  

1. Accessibility to open spaces and recreational opportunities was the first most popular theme 
overall (with 79 mentions total). Responses included references to improving public access both 
to existing facilities as well as providing additional opportunities in areas of town, like North 
Dartmouth, that are currently lacking opportunities, to provide equitable access for all. Many 
responses also related specifically to improving waterfront access. Several responses were also 
related to better accessibility for all types of people, and ADA accessibility in particular. 

2. Development was the second most mentioned issue overall. Many responses in this category 
were related to limiting development or preventing further development from changing the 
current character of the town and its open spaces. 

3. Expanding and improving the availability of various team and other organized sports facilities 
was the third most popular theme. This includes both youth and adult sports but does not 
include non-league sports facilities such as tennis and pickleball courts. 

4. Protecting farm/agricultural land and activities was the fourth most popular theme overall, 
with 54 total mentions). Responses included protecting agricultural lands, as well as supporting 
farmers to continue active farming operations. 

Other major recurrent themes included, but are not limited to: water quality improvement and 
protection (49 overall mentions); land acquisition and protection (47 total mentions), and more 
specifically, habitat and wildlife conservation (46 total mentions); improving the quality and 
maintenance of Dartmouth’s existing open space and recreational facilities (41 total mentions); 
improving mobility around town, particularly with improved and safer biking and pedestrian 
accommodations along the town’s roadways (40 total mentions), and; climate change, including 
protecting lands for climate resilience, and adapting to its impacts such as sea level rise.  

Twenty-nine responses were related to specific types of recreational facilities (not including organized 
sports) that respondents want to see more of. Specific types of facilities that came up frequently enough 
to warrant their own category were bike-specific paths (21 total mentions), a multi-purpose recreational 
facility with indoor space for use during the winter and inclement weather (18 total mentions), multi-
purpose trails throughout town (16 total mentions), and more swimming options, including indoor 
and/or outdoor pools (7 total mentions). 
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Illustrative comments include: 

“Diversity of options (something for everyone)” 

“Public beach access and waterfront too limited” 

“We need a connected & safe bicycle/walking path that traverses the town. North to 
South. And connecting Dartmouth to all surrounding towns.” 

“Support the continued clean up of our spaces (land and sea) and create educational 
opportunities for boaters to use our open waters better and cleaner.” 

“Prevent, provide, protect and plan for climate change” 

“There are no indoor recreational spaces for children in the winter” 

Question 23: Please indicate the top five recreational facilities you feel are needed or should 
be expanded (check up to five). 

Type: Multiple choice 

Purpose: This question is to see the top recreational facilities that are needed or should be expanded. 
The question allows people to select their top five.  
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Big Picture Results: Where possible, the town should consider expansion or improvement at Round Hill 
Beach in particular, but also, for the Lloyd Center, Apponagansett Park/Beach, Destruction Brook 
Woods, Dartmouth School Athletic Fields, and Allen’s Pond Wildlife Sanctuary.  

Detailed Results: A total of 350 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (365 skipped). 
Round Hill Beach topped the list, appearing in 51% or 181 respondents’ top five, the most frequent of 
any sites. The remaining four facilities that appeared most frequently in the top five are the Llyod Center 
(30.3% or 106), Apponagansett Park/Beach (28.3% or 99), Destruction Brook Woods (DNRT) (27.4% or 
96) and tied for fifth are Dartmouth School Athletic Fields (23.4% or 82) and Allen’s Pond Wildlife 
Sanctuary (23.4% or 82). Other sites that appeared in at least 20% of respondent’s top five facilities in 
need of attention or expansion are Dartmouth YMCA, Town Regional Park and Trails, and the Town 
Recreation Center. 

Question 24: What is your favorite thing about living in Dartmouth? 

Type: Open ended 

Purpose: To get a sense of what Dartmouth residents love about their town, and if open space, 
conservation, or recreation play into these essential and treasured quality of life elements.  

Big Picture Results: Dartmouth residents love many things about their town. Chief among these are the 
coast and sea, open space and access to nature, rural and small-town feel, farmland, scenic beauty, the 
sense of community, and convenience. 

Detailed Results: A total of 314 respondents answered this long-form question (401 skipped). While the 
question asked for one favorite thing about living in Dartmouth, many survey respondents interpreted 
this as enabling a space for a list of their multiple favorite attributes about the town. Therefore, in 
analyzing the results, we respected the multi-pronged answers, and counted each categorical element 
of a response. For example, the response “its natural beauty as a coastal community and its cultural and 
historic resources” would have contributed one tally to each to the categories of (1) natural scenic 
beauty, (2) coast and waterways, (3) arts and culture, and (4) historic resources.” Graphically, the chart 
below displays the total relative mentions of each category in response to the question “what is your 
favorite thing about living in Dartmouth,” while the table below also provides some example responses.  
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Long Form Comments – What is your favorite thing about living in Dartmouth 

Category of Favorite 
Thing 

Number of 
mentions / 

related 
comments 

Specific examples 

Coasts and waterways 143 
“Access to the seashore,” “the beaches and the marina,” “Access 
to the sea!,” “I enjoy activities along the waters edge and on the 
water,” “Round Hill Beach” 

Access to nature and 
outdoor recreation 
options (trails, biking, 
etc.) 

69 
“Definitely the variety of nature based activities,” “the tails in the 
woods,” “DNRT trails,” “access to nature and recreation I enjoy” 

Presence of open 
space / conservation 
land 

54 
“open green space with water views and fresh air!,” “preserved 
open space,” “DNRT and its efforts to acquire and preserve open 
natural space in the town,” “the amount of protected land” 

Small town, village, 
and rural feel 

52 
“Rural living,” “rural character,” “small town feel with many 
outdoor activities available” 

Farmland, agricultural 
community, and 
availability of local 
produce 

44 

“farmland, local food and access to healthy, wild, outdoor 
spaces,” “being part of a farm friendly…community,” “The farms 
(visual appeal,  fresh produce and the farmers themselves),” “the 
community of new generation small farming businesses that are 
developing” 
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Natural scenic beauty 33 “beauty everywhere,” “natural beauty,” “beautiful scenery” 

Sense of community, 
people, and 
friendliness 

25 

“nice people,” “people,” “Incredible diversity of farmland, 
woodland, and ocean access all within a short drive (or bike ride!) 
within a friendly and culturally diverse community,” “the beauty 
and friendliness of everyone in town” 

Convenient proximity 
to services (medical, 
commercial, 
restaurants, nearby 
cities, infrastructure) 

20 

“We have a great balance of a costal town with a rural feel mixed 
with easy access to many stores and the taxbase of businesses on 
Rt. 6 & Faunce Corner Rd,” “It’s a great town and we have 
everything in it,” “Country feeling but close to services/medical 
facilities” 

Wildlife and habitat 
diversity 14 

“I love the opportunity for all to use the green open space for 
recreation, sport and wildlife!,” “wildlife habitat,” “access to 
several habitat type settings” 

Fresh air, peaceful, 
calming, and quiet 11 “it’s a beautiful, calming existence!,” “close to everything yet still 

quiet,” “peaceful” 

Historic resources 10 
“reminiscing about its truly nostalgic history!,” “Its natural beauty 
as a coastal community and its cultural and historic resources,” 
“quaint historic places to visit” 

Variety and blend of 
development types 
(natural lands, urban, 
rural, suburban) 

9 

“It has a balance of quaintness, ruralness and openness that also 
responsibly accommodates agriculture, business and industry. 
There is something for everyone here,” “access to water and 
natural facilities while still having a thriving business community.  
After reading this survey I realize there is so much more in 
Dartmouth that I was never aware of and I’ve lived in the town 
for almost 20 years” 

Trees and Woodlands 7 “trees and wildlife,” “the woods,” “tree lined streets” 
Quality schools 7 “schools,” “the school system” 
Youth sports and 
playgrounds 4 “youth sports activities,” “DYAA sports have been great” 

Stonewalls 3 “the beauty and the stonewalls” 

Arts and culture 3 

“The trails! The ocean! The local farms and being able to eat 
locally grown produce and meat. The stone walls, open fields and 
the rural beauty, adjacent to excellent restaurants and a robust 
arts community” 

Safety 3 

“safety,” “The open space, forested and farmed, brings me a 
profound inner peace, which I notice almost every time I drive 
through an "undeveloped" area. It feels rural and safe, whether 
the latter is so or not” 

Walkability 2 “walking on a sidewalk” 
Low taxes 2 “affordable and near the water,” “low taxes” 

 

From the above responses, many residents find the town’s coastal location to be perhaps its most 
outstanding feature, and that many residents derive a great deal of joy from both active, passive, and 
daily viewing interactions with the waterfront, coast, and ocean. After it’s coastal location, residents 
most generally view access to nature – being able to get up and go out and have opportunities to enjoy 
being outside - or at least the presence of green space and open space, as some of their favorite things 
about living in Dartmouth. Additionally, residents tend to value the rural and small-town characteristics 
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of Dartmouth, but also the fact that these rural and small town attributes coexist with other 
convenience-oriented development types, and ready access to services. The continued presence of 
active, operational farms in Dartmouth is closely tied to this rural quality, and many respondents 
singled-out farmland as providing multiple benefits, including access to fresh food. The coastal and 
pastoral qualities of the town no doubt contribute to many respondents saying that for them, the 
town’s natural beauty is the quality that sets it apart. For some residents, variety really is the spice of life 
– these respondents specifically singled out the mix of development types and natural settings in 
Dartmouth as its most attractive quality (“Dartmouth has everything!”). Finally, a notable number of 
respondents mentioned or singled-out people as their favorite part of living in town, portraying a rich 
and friendly community-oriented life.  

While there were some clear points of commonality across responses, some did point to continuing 
tensions in resident perceptions of changes that have been occurring through time. As Dartmouth 
continues to evolve, finding a point of balance between such points as those raised below will likely be 
required, with open space preservation playing a role.  

“The convenience of being near stores and highways (to get places) with the natural 
beauty of the farmland and the seashore and the many waterways to explore. It's the 
best of both worlds. Let's make sure it stays accessible to people of all backgrounds 

and income levels and not get too precious about historic landmarks and farms. 
Conservation is important but people are more important.” 

“It was country when I moved here 21 years ago, but it is becoming suburbia. Please 
preserve natural spaces & restrict development. 

Question 25: Which of the following most closely describes the area in which you live? 

Type: Multiple choice with write in option 

Purpose: Identify the geographic areas of town represented by the survey respondents. 

Big Picture Results: Most people who filled out the survey live in South Dartmouth, North Dartmouth, or 
Padanaram, but other neighborhoods like Russells Mills Village, Hixville, Bakerville, and other areas of 
Dartmouth were also represented.  

Detailed Results: 366 respondents answered this question (349 skipped). The largest number of 
respondents identified as living in The South of Dartmouth (26.5%), followed by The North (18.9%) and 
Padanaram (18.6%).  

From other neighborhoods, 7.4% of respondents identified as living in Russells Mills Village and 6.6% in 
Smith Mills. Fewer than 5% of respondents identified as living in each of the remaining areas of town: 
Bakerville (3.3%), Round Hill (2.2%), Hixville (1.9%), Paskamansett (1.6%), Apponagansett (1.4%) and 
Nonquitt (1.1%). Thirty-nine respondents identified as not living in any of these options, but in another 
part of town. The most popular “other” responses were Mishaum Point (1.9% of the total responses 
received) and Bliss Corner (1.6%). Other responses included Allens Pond (2 responses), Merrymount (2 
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responses), Bayview (1 response), and Salters Point (1 response). Three respondents noted that they live 
outside of Dartmouth, with two of those people living in New Bedford. 

 

Question 26: How many children do you have under the age of 18? 

Type: Multiple choice 

Purpose: The purpose of this question is to see which respondents have children under the age of 18. 

Big Picture Results: Respondents with children under 18 made up about one-third of those who took 
the survey. 

Detailed Results: A total of 368 respondents answered this multiple-choice question (347 skipped). Over 
60% of the people who took this survey said they have no children under the age of 18 years old, 
indicating that they are childless or have adult children. About 14% of people have at least one child, 
about 17% have two children, and about 7% of people have 3 or more children under the age of 18. 
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Question 27: How Long have you been a resident of Dartmouth? 

Type: Multiple choice 

Purpose: To determine how long respondents have been a resident of Dartmouth. 

Big Picture Results: Most people who took the survey are long-time residents of 20 or more years. 

Detailed Results: With 368 total responses, most people who took the survey (56%) have been a 
resident for “20 or more years,” whereas 20% said they have been a resident for “11 to 20 years,” 11% 
for “8 to 10 years,” and 14% for “less than 5 years.” 

Question 28: How old are you? 

Type: Multiple choice 

Purpose: Understand the age distribution represented across survey respondents. 

Big Picture Results: Most people who responded to the survey are over age 35. A similar number of 
responses came from these over 35 age cohorts (each between 25% and 35%). Only about 5% of 
respondents were between the ages of 18 to 34. 

Detailed Results: 371 respondents answered this question (344 skipped). All survey respondents 
identified as being an adult over the age of 18, with most respondents 35 and over. The largest age 
category represented was 65 and older (33.4%), followed by the 50-64 range (29.9%), 35 to 49 (26.4%) 
and then 18 to 34 (5.4%). 
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Question 29: If you would like to receive more information regarding open space issues write 
your name and e-mail or mailing address below. You will be notified of future meetings of the 
Open Space and Recreation Plan Steering Committee. 

A total of 109 people left their email address to be contacted for future meetings related to the Open 
Space and Recreation Plan. 

 

SECTION TWO: OSRP COMMUNITY PRIORITIZATION WORKSHOP 
RESULTS 

A. Public Meeting Logistics and Overview 

The project team held four in-person public workshops throughout the OSRP planning process. The first 
three workshops were identical; participants went through the same prioritization exercise at each 
workshop. Holding three sessions of the public workshop enabled the project team to distribute them 
throughout Dartmouth (the town is of substantial size at 64 square miles in area). The variety of days of 
the week and times furthered made greater opportunity for participants to select a meeting time and 
location combination that best enabled their attendance. These meetings were held in April, May and 
June of 2022, as shown in the figure below. 

The Schedule of Public Workshop Sessions 

Location Date Time Number of 
Participants 

North Branch Library Tuesday,  
April 26, 2022 6:00-7:30 PM 13 

Dartmouth Town Hall Thursday,  
May 26, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 7 

Southworth Library Wednesday, 
June 29, 2022 7:00-8:30 PM 20 

Location TBD 
Meet your Plan Open House 

TBD: Goal is 
December TBD TBD 

At each of the three initial meeting iterations, SRPEDD followed a consistent public engagement process. 
The 2022 OSRP was developed in the context of numerous ongoing projects and planning work in the 
Town of Dartmouth, including the 2020 Master Plan (particularly public engagement on the open space, 
recreation, and natural and cultural resources chapters); the town’s 2019-2020 Municipal Vulnerability 
Preparedness (MVP) planning process; and the town’s 2019 Harbor Management Plan. This Plan 
presented a unique opportunity to integrate goals, ideas, objectives, and action items from all of these 
existing planning materials, and to specifically engage the public on their priorities coming out of this 
recent work related to open space and recreation community assets.  
Workshop participants were provided with a list of action items generated in these plans in the areas of 
conservation, recreation, and water access, and were asked to work in a small, facilitated group to 
categorize these actions as short-term priorities versus items that could happen with flexible timing, and 
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as either higher or lower priority. A picture of the prioritization matrix is presented below. Blank sticky 
notes were also provided to record new ideas and prioritize these into the matrix. In many ways, the 
pre-populated list of recommendations pulled from other plans were meant to serve as a jumping off 
point, soliciting some feedback on the urgency of existing recommendations, but also as a means of 
sparking conversation that the small group facilitators encouraged with follow-up questions and 
attempts to have group participants refine, revamp, edit, or revise these general ideas, with that 
conversation also yielding new insights and ideas. All in all, six small groups conducted this exercise 
across the three workshops.  

 

Example of a prioritization matrix where previously conceived action items (white cards) were prioritized, 
alongside new action items proposed by workshop participants (green cards). 
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B. Public Input Results 

In the charts below, the following key applies as reference to the planning document that originated the 
particular action: MP - Master Plan; MVP - Municipal Vulnerability Plan; H - Harbor Management Plan; 
SR – Preliminary Survey Response; 07 OSRP - 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan; 15 OSRP - 2015 
Open Space and Recreation Plan. 

Conservation Action List 
 Higher/ 

Immediate 
Higher/ 
Flexible 

Lower/ 
Immediate 

Lower/ 
Flexible 

Remove 

1. Prioritize a list of agricultural preservation 
targets as a coordinated effort between the 
Agricultural Commission, Conservation 
Commission, Select Board, and DNRT (MP)  

3 2    

2. Preserve open land near Bread and Cheese Brook 
(MP)  

1   1 Done 

3. Preserve and restore significant Saltmarshes 
especially including the Cow Yards Saltmarsh, 
Apponagansett Bay Saltmarsh, and Allens Pond 
Saltmarsh (MP, MVP)  

1 1 1   

4. Protect the Shingle Island River Corridor (MP)  1 1  2  
5. Assess the Paskamanset River Watershed for 
parcel acquisition and habitat protection (MP, 
MVP)  

2 1    

6. Support acquisition and/or land use restrictions 
on major parcels within the watershed of the 
Harbor, especially those in close proximity to the 
harbor’s shoreline. (H)  

1 3    

7. Develop Forest Management Plans (MVP)  1 3  1  
8. Connect farmers with resources to create 
Agricultural Resiliency Plans (ARPs) (MVP)  

1 1  1  

9. Continue to develop, install, and maintain a 
system of signs, plaques, and street furnishings to 
mark historic resources and village centers (07 
OSRP)  

1 2    

10. Prioritize protection of lands behind salt 
marshes to allow marsh migration landward with 
rising seas. (H)  

3   2  

11. Implement a monitoring program to identify 
specific sources and quantities of pathogens 
reaching the waters of the Harbor. (H)  

   1 
In 

Process 

12. Acquire land adjacent to existing preserves and 
parklands, including the Acushnet Sawmill Wildlife 
Management Area, Washburn Reserve, Slocum 
River Reserve, and the Mass Audubon Allen’s Pond 
Sanctuary (MP)  

1   2 
In 

Process 
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13. Preserve parcels in the Buttonwood Brook 
Watershed that also provide stormwater flooding 
mitigation (MVP)  

1 1   
In 

Process 

14. Develop a watershed management plan for the 
Slocums River (MVP)  

   2  

15. Support the acquisition of the Webb property 
on Bakerville Road for preservation purposes. (H)  

   1 Done 

16. Mandate Dedication of open space by 
developers (SR)  

 2  2  

17. Zone for conservation/open space (SR)   1  1  
18. Promote donation of conservation restrictions 
by private landowners (SR)  

 1  1  

19. Town purchase of private lands (SR – this 
answer was given with the stipulation ‘Town Should 
Pursue with limitations/qualifications’. Workshop 
participants should respond with a desire to see)  

 1    

20. Increase taxes to fund open space preservation 
(SR – this answer was given with the stipulation 
‘Town Should Pursue with 
limitations/qualifications’. Workshop participants 
should respond with a desire to see)  

    
CPA fills 

Role 

21. Reduce property taxes on farm, forest, 
recreation, and conservation lands (SR – this 
answer was given with the stipulation ‘Town Should 
Pursue with limitations/qualifications’. Workshop 
participants should respond with a desire to see)  

1 1    

22. Support locally-grown produce including 
locations to sell this produce (SR)  

3 1 1   

23. Support conservation / protection of 
agricultural and recreation areas in South and East 
Dartmouth, such as Tavares Farm, George’s Farm, 
Weinshell Farm, Sid Wainer Farm, Allendale 
Country Club, McConnel Farm, and farmland 
generally around Old Fall River Road (SR)  

4 2    

24. Protect marshes around Round Hill (SR)  1     
Inventory of Town Conservation Land – take proper 
conservation actions (Article 97) 

1     

Protect land adjacent to existing preserves and 
parklands, including destruction brook and land 
near properties that could expand into greenway 
corridors 

1     

Identify receiving land for historic buildings if they 
need to be relocated 

   1  

Assess significant salt marshes for ecological health 
and potential restoration needs, with an eye 
toward climate change & resilience. Specific 
marshes include: Cowyards, Little River, 
Apponagansett Bay, Allens Pond 

1     
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Preserve, protect, and Respect Native American 
sites and maintain awareness 

1     

 
Six of the 21 previously identified Conservation Action Items were identified as in process or complete. 

Actions that were identified as high priority by at least 3 of the 6 groups included (in count order): 

• 23. Support conservation / protection of specific agricultural lands [immediate need] 

• 1. Prioritize a list of agricultural preservation targets as a coordinated effort between the 
Agricultural Commission, Conservation Commission, Select Board, and DNRT [immediate need] 

• 6. Support acquisition and/or land use restrictions on major parcels within the watershed of the 
Harbor, especially those near the harbor’s shoreline. [flexible timing] 

• 7. Develop Forest Management Plans [flexible timing] 

• 22. Support locally grown produce including locations to sell this produce [immediate need] 

• 5. Assess the Paskamanset River Watershed for parcel acquisition and habitat protection 
[immediate need] 

• 9. Continue to develop, install, and maintain a system of signs, plaques, and street furnishings 
to mark historic resources and village centers [flexible timing] 

• 10. Prioritize protection of lands behind salt marshes to allow marsh migration landward with 
rising seas. [immediate need] 

Five additional ideas were also presented related to conservation: 

• Inventory of Town Conservation Land – take proper conservation actions (Article 97) 

• Protect land adjacent to existing preserves and parklands, including destruction brook and land 
near properties that could expand into greenway corridors 

• Identify receiving land for historic buildings if they need to be relocated 

• Assess significant salt marshes for ecological health and potential restoration needs, with an eye 
toward climate change & resilience. Specific marshes include: Cowyards, Little River, 
Apponagansett Bay, Allens Pond 

• Preserve, protect, and Respect Native American sites and maintain awareness 

 
Recreation Action List 
 Higher/ 

Immediate 
Higher/ 
Flexible 

Lower/ 
Immediate 

Lower/ 
Flexible 

Remove 

1. Determine the feasibility of creating additional 
boating facilities and secure in-water and landside 
storage options for watercraft and kayaks. Assist in 
the creation of such structures, if possible (H)  

3   1  

2. Continue to pursue efforts to develop a fishing 
pier extending off the causeway (H)  

 5    

3. Explore opportunities to develop a commercial  1  1  
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fishing dock – included in plans for a town marina 
at the Arthur Dias Town Landing (H)  
4. Conduct a town-wide assessment of cultural 
resources to assess and prioritize areas that may be 
flooded (MVP)  

3     

5. Replace the pavilion/bandstand and walkways at 
Apponagansett Park, which are in need of repair 
and currently non-ADA compliant, with ADA 
compliant structures and amenities (15 OSRP)  

1   1 Done 

6. Continue to study practical options for a multi-
purpose, indoor athletic complex (15 OSRP)  

5     

7. Repurpose the youth soccer parking lot at the 
High School to accommodate the relocation of the 
football practice field (15 OSRP)  

1   2 
Lease up 

2032 

8. Repurpose the fields at Jones park from single 
use (softball) to multi-purpose fields (15 OSRP)  

   1  

9. Create an ATV Park (15 OSRP & SR)     2  
10. Identify a location for a new ice rink in town 
and build it (SR)  

1 1  2  

11. Identify a location for an indoor swimming pool 
(SR)  

 2  4  

12. Install a pickleball court (SR)  2 1   Initiated 
13. Expand the Round Hill Beach area, including 
with ADA improvements (SR)  

 1  1 Done 

14. Create more playgrounds (SR)  1 2 1 1  
15. Create a dog park (SR)  2   1 Done 
16. Install a bicycle pump track / Skate Park (SR) 1 2  2  
Town Forest wildlife bridge over highway (I-195)  1    
Establish Greenway connecting protected scenic 
areas 

1     

Work with New Bedford and Fall River on opening 
up town-owned lands to walking/off-road 

1     

Further Communication with UMass on Rec 
Facilities 

   1  

Bicycle Needs - Dedicated bike lanes. Explore bike 
path opportunities (potential integration with 
South Coast Bikeway, Heritage Trail) – utilize 
unpaved paper trails for utility/connections 
between neighborhoods. Develop a Bike Trail Plan 
for on and off road opportunities.  

1 2    

Have a multi-use field for lacrosse, soccer, dog 
parks, etc. This avoids paving over Dartmouth for 
single-use activities 

1     

Fitness trails for adults (new state grant)  1    
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Five of the 16 previously identified Recreation Action Items were identified as in process or complete. 

Actions that were identified as high priority by at least 3 of the 6 groups included (in count order): 

• 2. Continue to pursue efforts to develop a fishing pier extending off the causeway [flexible 
timing] 

• 6. Continue to study practical options for a multi-purpose, indoor athletic complex [immediate 
need] 

• 1. Determine the feasibility of creating additional boating facilities and secure in-water and 
landside storage options for watercraft and kayaks. Assist in the creation of such structures, if 
possible [immediate need] 

• 4. Conduct a town-wide assessment of cultural resources to assess and prioritize areas that may 
be flooded [immediate need] 

• 12. Install a pickleball court [immediate need – initiated action] 

• 14. Create more playgrounds [flexible timing] 

• 16. Install a bicycle pump track / Skate Park [flexible timing] 

• Common new ideas: Bicycle Needs - Dedicated bike lanes. Explore bike path opportunities 
(potential integration with South Coast Bikeway, Heritage Trail) – utilize unpaved paper trails for 
utility/connections between neighborhoods. Develop a Bike Trail Plan for on- and off-road 
opportunities. [flexible timing] 

Five additional ideas were also presented related to recreation: 

• Town Forest wildlife bridge over highway (I-195) 

• Establish Greenway connecting protected scenic areas 

• Further Communication with UMass on Rec Facilities 

• Have a multi-use field for lacrosse, soccer, dog parks, etc. This avoids paving over Dartmouth for 
single-use activities 

• Fitness trails for adults (new state grant) 

 
Water Access Action List 
 Higher/ 

Immediate 
Higher/ 
Flexible 

Lower/ 
Immediate 

Lower/ 
Flexible 

Remove 

1. More parking / access to Round Hill Beach and 
restroom upgrades (MP)  

2 1  1  

2. Repave Round Hill Beach Road (MP)  4   1  
3. Access at Friends Academy and New Police 
Station to Paskamansett River (MP)  

1   3 
Not 

Possible 
4. Increase access at Rogers St Boat Ramp (MP)  2   1  
5. Re-grid the southern part of the harbor to create 
more boating opportunities, fishing opportunities, 

 1    
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and docking opportunities (the northern part was 
completed previously) (15 OSRP)  
6. Improve drainage under Padanaram Causeway 
(MVP)  

1  1  Done 

7. Improve Padanaram bridge and causeway flow 
capacity (MVP)  

2   1  

8. Determine the feasibility of creating additional 
boating facilities and secure in-water and landside 
storage options for watercraft and kayaks; provide 
the structures and facilities as appropriate (H)  

 1    

9. Install security cameras to monitor various areas 
within the Harbor, including the launch area and 
small boat storage at the Arthur Dias Town Landing 
(H)  

1    Done 

10. Where feasible, encourage use of the harbor’s 
shoreline in such a way to promote uses and 
activities, particularly in town-owned areas (H)  

 1  1 Vague 

11. Develop a descriptive inventory of existing 
public access points, ways, or sites (H)  

4 1  1  

12. Construct a sidewalk along the water-side of 
Smith Neck Road extending the existing sidewalk at 
the causeway to the curves at the entrance to 
Bayview (H)  

2 2    

13. Identify significant scenic vistas within the 
Padanaram Harbor planning area (H)  

1   1  

14. Increase parking and awareness of Paskamanset 
River access locations (SR)  

2 1    

15. Locate an ideal spot to build a swimming pool 
(SR)  

1   2  

16. Construct/create more places available for 
fishing & shellfishing (SR)  

2     

17. Increase access to the waterfront and water-
based recreation (SR)  

 1    

18. Expand / Upgrade Round Hill Beach (SR)       
19. Upgrade marine facilities (SR)      Initiated 
20. Expand Kayak Access to Turner pond and Lake 
Noquochoke; create parking and boat launches (SR)  

1 1  2  

Splash pad in North Dartmouth  1    
Youth Trails from Department of Energy  1    
Work with state on potential removal of 2 dams on 
Paskamansett River for recreation and ecological 
purposes 

 1    

Established committee dedicated to regular 
cleaning of Paskamansett River to allow accessible 
recreational water access 

 1    

Parking expansion at Dias Landing and 
Apponogansett Park, throughout Padanaram Village 

1     
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More educational programs for teens in fishing and 
water rec. Some kids don’t know how nor where to 
catch fish 

1     

Boating courses for youth 1     
 
Five of the 20 previously identified Water Access Action Items were identified as in process or complete. 

Actions that were identified as high priority by at least 3 of the 6 groups included (in count order): 

• 11. Develop a descriptive inventory of existing public access points, ways, or sites [immediate 
needs] 

• 2. Repave Round Hill Beach Road [immediate need] 

• 12. Construct a sidewalk along the water-side of Smith Neck Road extending the existing 
sidewalk at the causeway to the curves at the entrance to Bayview [tie between immediate 
need and flexible timing] 

• 1. More parking / access to Round Hill Beach and restroom upgrades [immediate need] 

• 14. Increase parking and awareness of Paskamanset River access locations [immediate need] 

Six additional ideas were also presented related to water access activities: 

• Splash pad in North Dartmouth 

• Work with state on potential removal of 2 dams on Paskamansett River for recreation and 
ecological purposes 

• Established committee dedicated to regular cleaning of Paskamansett River to allow accessible 
recreational water access 

• Parking expansion at Dias Landing and Apponogansett Park, throughout Padanaram Village 

• More educational programs for teens in fishing and water rec. Some kids don’t know how nor 
where to catch fish 

• Boating courses for youth 

 

C. Future Final Public Meeting 

The fourth and final in-person public meeting, which will ideally occur in December 2022, will include a 
presentation of public engagement findings, research that went into the plan, and most importantly, the 
final articulated set of goals, objectives, and recommendations for inclusion in the OSRP. After the 
presentation, participants were encouraged to cycle around stations, one for each major plan goal, to 
provide their review and comment on the objectives and action items associated with each goal. 
Participants were brought back together at the end of the meeting to discuss this feedback with the 
entirety of the group.  
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SECTION 3: SYNTHESIS, ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS 

In this section, we discuss how the in-person (presented in red italics) feedback on high priority action 
items and additional details supports or gives greater context to survey responses (big picture take 
aways from Section 2 above included in black text).  

Question 1: Are you filling this survey out as an individual or as a family? 

About half of the responses were from families and half from individuals. 

Question 2: Which, if any, of the following activities have you or your family members participated in 
during the past year? 

Right now, residents top recreational activities in Dartmouth are walking / hiking trails, wildlife 
viewing/birdwatching, swimming, biking, agrotourism, cultural tourism, activities on the water, and use 
of playgrounds / picnicking areas. Dartmouth residents tend to go elsewhere to participate in softball. In 
future, people would like to be able to engage in more walking and hiking in town, more swimming, 
more biking, suggesting the continued maintenance or addition of new trails and/or facilities. They 
would also like additional opportunities for softball and field hockey in town.   

Question 3: Please check off which recreational facilities below you are aware of and which ones you 
use. 

Respondents were generally knowledgeable about the major recreational offerings in town, but there 
were some significant differences for certain facilities in the number of people who are aware of them, 
and the number of people who use them. The least difference between awareness and usage rates were 
for Dartmouth’s beaches and DNRT properties, suggesting that people who know about these areas 
tend to use and enjoy them. 

Question 4: Do you or your family members ever use the following water-recreation access locations? 
If no, please use the drop-down columns to right to check off what the issue is for that location. 

Round Hill Beach is a favorite and widely-used water access point. About an equal number of people 
have and have not recreated at Demarest Lloyd. Slightly more people have not recreated at Dias Landing 
/ Apponagansett Beach than people who have. Most people have not recreated on the Paskamanset 
River. Each access point has a particular barrier to usage that was most frequently cited: parking at 
Round Hill Beach, water quality at Dias Landing / Apponagansett Beach, the condition of the beach at 
Demarest Lloyd State Park, and a lack of awareness of recreational opportunities for the Paskamanset 
River. 

In-person participants agreed that there are parking and circulation issues at and around Round Hill 
Beach. Additional parking, if possible, is a high priority immediate need. Expanded parking, however, 
might directly conflict with marsh protection, another high priority action. Round Hill Beach Road also 
routinely floods. Repaving the road is not necessarily feasible, but stormwater improvements along the 
right-of-way might assist in mitigating the flooding issue. Additional parking was also desired at Dias 
Landing and Apponagansett Park (in process with Dias Landing pier project).  
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Question 5: Do you use the road/sidewalk system in Dartmouth for walking, running or biking? 

Dartmouth’s roads and sidewalks are being actively used by cyclists and pedestrians and should 
therefore be maintained and made safe for these types of uses. 

Question 6: Do you have a playground within walking distance of your home? 

Most people do not have access to a playground within walking distance of their home, but it is unclear 
whether this status quo is an issue for residents in rural/suburban contexts where places to play may be 
available at home. 

Question 7: Which team sports facilities do we need more of? Do they need improvement, expansion, 
or repair? 

According to respondents, Dartmouth needs new or more ice-skating facilities, pickleball courts, multi-
use fields, tennis courts, lacrosse fields, field hockey fields, and basketball courts. The town should focus 
on improving the existing baseball fields (especially the High School baseball facility), Quinn field 
(drainage issues), and the Middle School practice football field (lighting needed). Respondents were 
generally satisfied with soccer, softball, and youth football facilities. Expanded multi-purpose field 
options would allow for some of the additional write-in activities and themes to flourish, such as 
achieving more space for youth sports, more space for adult sports leagues, and spaces that are 
separate and apart from schools, so that they can be used during the day (when school being in session 
prevents the use of school-based facilities). Outdoor and indoor multi-purpose spaces are desired.  

In-person participants also identified the need to evaluate practical options for a multi-purpose, indoor 
athletic complex as a high priority, immediate need. The town did conduct a feasibility for this type of 
facility, so this action item should now emphasize the completion of construction and implementation of 
a facility that is designed for many kinds of uses, including indoor field hockey, soccer, lacrosse fields, and 
similar. Participants pointed out that having a multi-use facility is also beneficial in that it could also play 
a role in preserving land, avoiding the development of greenfields for single-use recreational activities.  

They also supported as an immediate high priority the installation of pickleball courts, and fitness trails 
for adults. Pickleball players stressed that having a court is never singular – you need 4 or 8 courts. The 
town has made some progress, having installed a court at Smith Neck School and North Park Courts, but 
additional courts are needed, maybe at the regional park on Slocum Road. 

Where UMass Dartmouth has specialized recreational facilities, such as a swimming pool, the town 
should act to negotiate greater use for town residents, where possible. 

Question 8: Which water access facilities do we need more of? Do they need improvement, 
expansion, or repair? 

According to respondents, Dartmouth needs new or more swimming pools, canoeing/kayaking 
opportunities, places to fish and shellfish, moorings, and a small boat marina. The town should focus on 
improving the existing public beaches and motorized boat ramps. Respondents were generally satisfied 
with sailing facilities. Hunting-related recreation received significant negative open-ended feedback. 
Additional activities to consider are a splash pad (perhaps in north Dartmouth), providing boat storage 
opportunities, and organizing swimming lessons at town beaches.   
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In-person workshop participants also supported increasing opportunities for fishing, particularly the 
action to continue to pursue efforts to develop a fishing pier extending off the causeway. There was also 
a related idea of installing floating piers parallel to / below the causeways for fishing. This action would 
help to address controversy and close votes where the town has been allowing fishing off of the 
causeway, which does present some conflicts with cyclists and pedestrians. It would be very important to 
engage the fishing community in Dartmouth to plan the design of a structure like this, given their 
knowledge of what environments and infrastructure make for good fishing. Shellfishing may be more 
difficicult to expand, as the limiting factor is water quality, but connecting with Mashpee Shellfish for 
ideas may be helpful. popular spot for fishing, fishermen use sidewalk, could use stone pier perpendicular 
to road for fishing so don’t take up sidewalk (tried to get a grant in past, there is hesitation) 

Another high priority action item for in-person participants was to determine the feasibility of creating 
additional boating facilities and secure in-water and landside storage options for watercraft and kayaks. 
This action has recently been initiated, with an ongoing application for approval and permits and funding 
obtained to construct an extension of the pier at Dias Landing. Additional facilities for watercraft will be 
created. The OSRP should clarify if this action item is limited to Dias Landing, or if there are other areas 
where this type of expansion is being / could be considered. 

There was also a clear desire among in-person residents for additional connections with the 
Paskamanset River, along with more kayak and canoe put-ins generally. An action to increase the 
number and awareness of Paskamanset River access locations was classified as a high priority immediate 
need. Initial ideas for put ins at the Friends Academy and New Police Station are not feasible, as these 
are sensitive public spaces that do not typically encourage widespread public access to their grounds. 
Participants stated that the Paski is beautiful, and it would be great to increase access for paddlers. A 
study of alternative put-in locations is required. To further support the Paskamanset, regular volunteer 
cleanings would make recreation more pleasant, as would the removal of two existing dams. 

Finally, the number one high priority, immediate need item for participants was the develop a descriptive 
inventory of existing public water recreation access points, ways or sites. The town could consider the 
creation of a Recreational Waters Access Plan. DNRT has similar products that could act as a model.  

Question 9: Which lower impact or individual recreational activities do we need more of? Do they 
need improvement, expansion, or repair? 

According to respondents, more than any other individualized activity, Dartmouth absolutely needs new 
or more paved dedicated bike lanes. In order of most responses in the “need new” category with a 
count of 100 or higher, Dartmouth would also benefit from additional areas for outdoor education, 
hiking trails, picnic areas, areas for nature study (including birdwatching), mountain biking, places to 
run/jog, outdoor fitness trail, a skate part, and campgrounds. Respondents were generally satisfied with 
existing hiking trails, equestrian trails, playgrounds, hunting access, and golf courses. Write-in responses 
also listed additional activities for consideration, including a community garden, additional places for 
dog walking, and a place for dirt bikes. 

In-person workshop participants strongly seconded the need for additional bicycling facilities, lanes, and 
trails in town. As a high priority need that can build over time, the town needs dedicated bike lanes, and 
should explore bike path opportunities like connections to South Coast Bikeway and development of the 
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Heritage Trail. Unpaved paper streets would be used for connections between neighborhoods. A recent 
study examined different route configurations for connection with the South Coast Bikeway. This report 
could be the starting point to develop a fuller Town Bike Trail Plan, which would explore opportunities for 
both on- and off-road opportunities, and the different needs of those who would be biking to access daily 
goods and services, and those users who are focused on a more recreation-based experience, exploring 
the purposes behind bike trips throughout town and the needs of users. 

In person, there was support for a skate park / bicycle pump track as a high priority, as an action with 
the potential to get kids and teens outside, doing something they really enjoy. Right now, they have to go 
to New Bedford or Fairhaven. A pump track is more specialized, but could complement a stake park, 
located around the outside of it (though stake parks are usually hard surface, whereas a pump track has 
a dirt surface. When the basketball courts next to Crapo were being built, there was a carve-out for a 
skate park, but it was not built. Contemporary ideas for skate park locations could be at the Old Police 
Station, or at a location on Route 6 (though these may be difficult to access from surrounding roads).  

In a departure from the survey results, in-person participants did explore and support the need for 
additional playgrounds, especially in denser neighborhoods currently lacking these facilities. While high 
priority, this action was classified as flexible, as an item the town could pursue over time as money is 
available so that facilities are sited where they are most needed. There is a “huge hole” and lack of a 
playground in North Dartmouth. There may also be opportunity on Russells Mills Road or at the Old 
Police Station.  The overall priority might still lie in keeping existing playgrounds well-maintained. 
Perhaps the town could improve one playground a year. Cornell Pond, for example could use playground 
equipment as right now it only has a swing. 

Question 10: What is your level of satisfaction with the existing facilities in Dartmouth that are 
available for recreational use by age group? 

The town has the most work to do in terms of addressing the recreational needs of teenagers. This age 
cohort was the only group where more respondents reported a low satisfaction with age-appropriate 
recreational offerings than those who reported at least a moderate level of satisfaction. 

Workshop participants suggested a few actions to pursue that could provide additional recreational 
options to teens. The skate park / pump track is the most intensive example. Other opportunities could 
be tied to water-based recreation, such as boating courses for youth and more educational programs on 
fishing for teens in fishing. Fishing events for teens could include more advanced topics like how to filet 
and shuck – these activities are part of the town’s cultural heritage and would like to see these activities 
continue. 

Question 11: Does the town lack a recreational activity that you are interested in and have not listed 
in any category above? If yes, please describe the activity. 

Most people (80%) said that the town was not lacking any recreational activities that were not listed in 
the previous questions. The 20% of respondents that did have additional suggestions gave further detail. 
In addition to the activities explored about, there are multiple people (but less than 10 for each 
response) who expressed a desire for indoor sports facilities, disc golf, dog areas, dirt biking/ATV trails, 
more sidewalks, community/teen center, spaces for yoga/mediation, swimming lessons (additional 
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detail for other questions where a swimming pool was a clear new facility need), and a bicycle pump 
track. 

Question 13: How accessible and useful do you feel open spaces and recreational facilities in 
Dartmouth are to those in the community with disabilities? 

More attention may be required to enable ADA access – one-fifth of respondents replied that they felt 
facilities were not accessible and not useful to members of the community with disabilities. 

Questions 14 and 15: What street do you live on? Do you need more sidewalks on your street? 

Overall, only about one quarter of respondents stated a need for more sidewalks on their street. Streets 
for which there was at least a margin of 2 respondents that wanted more sidewalks over those who do 
not include Reed Road, Prospect Street, Rock O’Dundee Road, Cross Road, Alpha Street, Bush Street, 
Collins Corner Road, Connecticut Avenue, Lexington Avenue, State Road.  

In-person workshop participants also stressed the need to construct a sidewalk along the water-side of 
Smith Neck Road extending the existing sidewalk at the causeway to the entrance to Bayview as a high 
priority. Participants stated that it is always nerve-wracking when cars/people pass each other here. One 
possible design is a shared use path on one side and a sidewalk on the other. There may be some push 
back from different constituencies, but this really is a safety issue.  

Question 16: Should more land be set aside for Conservation and Open Space? 

Yes – 88% percent of respondents support additional land conservation in Dartmouth. 

Question 17: If you have one in mind, give the name/location of a wild/scenic/special area in town 
that you think should be protected. 

The most specific suggestions for new conservation areas were associated with particular farms (see list 
below). Locations in Dartmouth that got the most mentions overall for desired land preservation include 
Padanaram Harbor (6 mentions), North Dartmouth (6 mentions), Old Fall River Road, especially its 
farmlands (6 mentions), Paskamansett Woods and the surrounding area (5 mentions), Hawthorne 
Country Club (5 mentions), George Farm (4 mentions), farmland along Gulf Road (4 mentions) and land 
surrounding Cedar Dell Pond (4 mentions). 

In-person workshop findings support the impetus to preserve specific farms, and to develop a prioritized 
list of agricultural preservation targets as a coordinated effort between the Agricultural Commission, 
Conservation Commission, Select Board, and DNRT. These needs were identified as immediate and high 
priority. Farmland preservation has continued, but specific tracts are still available and priorities for 
preservation, including the Tucker Road/Bakersville Road corridor, Old Fall River Road, Tavares Farm, 
Zuber Farm (Old Fall River Road), Vincent Farm (Rock O’Dundee Road), and John George Farm. Tavares 
and Vincent are in South Dartmouth and John George and Zubar are in North Dartmouth, providing 
diverse geographic distribution. Action items related to farmland should stress the critical role that local 
farms plan in food security and community resilience. 

Similar to farmland, the action item to support the acquisition and / or land use restriction on major 
parcels within the watershed of Padanaram Harbor, especially those near the shoreline, was identified as 
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a high priority action that is likely best pursued continually over time. Depending on the location and 
form of preservation, this action could also add to the resilience of the Harbor area. 

Finally, in-person participants also emphasized conservation in the Paskamanset Woods area, supporting 
the action item to assess the Paskamanset River Watershed for parcel acquisition and habitat protection 
and a high priority, immediate need. There seems to be some potential to acquire a 100-acre riverside 
property in the watershed off Hathaway Road, that also likely contains significant cultural resources 
(including tribal cultural assets). 

Question 18: How important is it to you to preserve each of the following in Dartmouth? 

Dartmouth should focus on preserving lands that provide or protect water supply protection, 
forests/woodlands, wildlife habitat, farmlands, access to the waterfront and water-based recreation, 
opportunities for passive recreation, opportunities to mitigate climate change impacts, and wetlands. In 
some cases, particular tracts of land might provide multiple benefits, a criterion itself that could be 
factored in to prioritizing land preservation opportunities. 

In-person feedback supported the survey’s second highest focus on preserving forests and woodlands, 
prioritizing the development of Forest Management Plans for woodland conservation properties in town 
as a high priority over a flexible timeline. Participants saw a clear link between Forestry Management 
Plan and resilience and noted that resilient forests have a rotation of classes that can thrive over time 
and species diversity. There was acknowledgement by multiple groups that the town may have a 
capacity issue in this realm – right now there is just one staff member for the Conservation Commission, 
and the town has so many properties, limiting capacity to address them all at once. These plans could be 
a vehicle for regular forest maintenance, and for planning clean up after intense weather events. Some 
specific priority properties mentioned were Town Forest, behind DeMello, and the interchurch land at 
Noquchoke (off Highland).  

Wetland preservation was also particularly important to workshop participants, who supported the 
action item to prioritize protection of lands behind salt marshes to allow marsh migration landward with 
rising seas as a high priority, immediate need. There was some difference in baseline understanding 
about where the town is with this ask, with some participants portraying the town as in the initial stages 
of this work, with a need to take action to assess significant salt marshes for ecological health and 
potential restoration needs, with an eye toward climate change and resilience, specifically including 
marsh areas at the Cowyards, Little River, Apponagansett Bay, and Allens Pond. This action would 
Identify certain locations and help to develop a list and pick the parcels that can facilitate marsh 
migration. Others commented that this work is already in progress through a current grant. It is possible 
that the progress of these projects should be described to the community so that there is wider 
awareness.  

Question 19: Which of the following actions do you think that the town should take in order to 
preserve open space? 

Respondents were most in favor of the town supporting the use of zoning mechanisms such as OSRD 
and cluster bylaws that create open space dedications and set-asides. The town should take a more 
cautious approach to tools that involve raising taxes and town purchase of land – these measures had 



Dartmouth 2022 Open Space and Recreation Plan 
Public Engagement Report 
 
 

Page 53 of 55 
 

support, but respondents tend to want to use these measures with limitations. Potential reuse of the 
old police station came up in the open-ended responses, mainly framed as a desire to explore recreation 
potential at existing town property before pursuing new projects. For this question we acknowledge 
that a “do not pursue” option should have been provided. In-person participants suggested an action 
item to maintain and inventory of Town Conservation Land, and use the baseline Article 97 protections 
for preserving land in perpetuity as another essential tool for reliable long-term land preservation.  

Question 20: What priority rating do you give to each of the following concerns? 

Overall, Dartmouth residents are most concerned about the protection of drinking water, the reduction 
of pollution into waterbodies (from several sources, including residences, septic systems, agriculture, 
and roadway runoff), and threats from the loss of agricultural land and the related sense of rural 
qualities. 

Question 21: Activity related to Locally Grown Produce 

Locally grown produce is very important to the Dartmouth community, with positive response rates 
above 90% for the importance of local produce, the ongoing purchase of local produce, and a willingness 
to pay a premium for locally grown produce. 

In-person residents identified the conservation action item to continue to support locally grown produce 
including locations to sell this produce as a high priority, immediate need. While Dartmouth does have 
farmers markets in place, participants thought that access would be improved if they were more spread 
out through town. The Agricultural Commission can also help by updating the town’s farm brochure 
listings. 

Question 22: In the spaces below, please list the three most important open space and recreation 
issues facing Dartmouth. 

Respondents approached this question with both general themes and specific facilities in mind. Related 
to general themes, respondents want to maintain and expand access to open space and recreational 
opportunities, particularly in North Dartmouth, and along Dartmouth’s waterfront. Respondents also 
commonly highly value protecting open space as a means of preserving the town’s current rural 
character, expanding the availability of team and organized sports facilities, and protecting agricultural 
lands and practices. For specific facilities, responses focused on bike-specific paths, a multi-purpose 
recreational facility with indoor space for use during the winter and inclement weather, multi-purpose 
trails throughout town, and more swimming options, including indoor and/or outdoor pools. 

Question 23: Please indicate the top five recreational facilities you feel are needed or should be 
expanded (check up to five). 

Where possible, the town should consider expansion or improvement at Round Hill Beach in particular, 
but also, for the Lloyd Center, Apponagansett Park/Beach, Destruction Brook Woods, Dartmouth School 
Athletic Fields, and Allen’s Pond Wildlife Sanctuary.  

Protecting land that can expand from Destruction Brook Woods also came up in person as an additional 
action item idea. Preservation in this area could help to make connections that fill in missing links to 
complete greenway corridors.  
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Question 24: What is your favorite thing about living in Dartmouth? 

Dartmouth residents love many things about their town. Chief among these are the coast and sea, open 
space and access to nature, rural and small-town feel, farmland, scenic beauty, the sense of community, 
and convenience. 

While historic resources took a second-tier position in the aspects of Dartmouth that residents appreciate 
the most in the survey, in-person responses elevated the preservation of historic resources, supporting 
the action item to continue to develop, install, and maintain a system of signs, plaques, and street 
furnishings to mark historic resources and village centers as a high priority with flexible timing. The 
Pathways Committee, supported by a CPA grant, is currently trying to reactivate the town heritage trail, 
which was created for town’s 350-year anniversary. This trail could support access to marked historic 
resources in town, rebranding this previous initiative, and publishing it online. Markers and trails to 
better access historical resources could also be supported by the development of a space in town where 
historical elements could be relocated if they are under threat of loss. There is a good local example at 
the Freetown Historical Society and Museum. Some of the buildings at Freetown are reproductions, the 
schoolhouse and general store and others were moved there, the blacksmith shop and garage.  

In a similar related action item, in-person participants want to preserve, protect, and respect Native 
American sites and maintain awareness of them, bringing the presence of First People’s cultures to the 
fore, increasing visibility and belonging for these communities in a positive manner that involves 
members of the community in planning and design.  

Given this focus on historical and cultural preservation, it is consistent that participants also prioritized 
the action to conduct a town-wide assessment of cultural resources to assess and prioritize areas that 
may be at risk of flood as a high priority, immediate need. Additional surveying of eligible properties for 
tne National Register might be a first antecedent step to get an updated baseline inventory (CPA funding 
can support these activities. This survey of resources/priorities can then be cross reference with 
archeological and flood maps to help understand what is in the floodplain.  

Question 25: Which of the following most closely describes the area in which you live? 

Most people who filled out the survey live in South Dartmouth, North Dartmouth, or Padanaram, but 
other neighborhoods like Russells Mills Village, Hixville, Bakerville were also represented. 

Question 26: How many children do you have under the age of 18? 

Respondents with children under 18 made up about one-third of those who took the survey. 

Question 27: How Long have you been a resident of Dartmouth? 

Most people who took the survey are long-time residents of 20 or more years. 

Question 28: How old are you? 

Most people who responded to the survey are over age 35. A similar number of responses came from 
these over 35 age cohorts (each between 25% and 35%). Only about 5% of respondents were between 
the ages of 18 to 34. 
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