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Today's Agenda

• Welcome to the Master Plan 
Process!

• Statement from Nancy Durfee, 
Town Planner

• Presentation – What is a Master 
Plan?

• Transition to the data dive open 
house portion of the evening

• Closing



What is a Master Plan?
In accordance with Massachusetts General Law: 
Such plan shall be a statement, through text, maps, illustrations or 
other forms of communication, that is designed to provide a basis for 
decision making regarding the long-term physical development of the 
municipality. The comprehensive plan shall be internally consistent in 
its policies, forecasts and standards . . . [M.G.L. c. 41, s. 81D]

Long-term typically interpreted as a 5 to 10 year “life” or “planning 
horizon”
The Master Plan is approved by the select board. 



What is SRPEDD's role here?

• Listen to the community
• Understand the community's goals and priorities for Rochester
• Gather, analyze, and present information
• Help make a plan that responds to your goals



Required Chapters
M.G.L. c. 41, s. 81D directs Planning Boards to prepare a Master Plan with the following chapters: 
1. Statement of Goals and Policies
2. Land Use
3. Housing
4. Economic Development
5. Natural and Cultural Resources
6. Open Space and Recreation
7. Services and Facilities
8. Transportation and Circulation 
9. Implementation Strategies

Transportation is the process of 
carrying goods and people; Circulation 
is the roadway and other networks 
that underly transportation



Why create a master plan?

Promote orderly and 
predictable development

Provide clarity to property 
owners, developers, and 
permitting authorities

Promote open, transparent 
decision-making that aligns 
with community goals

Set priorities for developing 
and maintaining 
infrastructure and public 
facilities

Protect environmental 
resources

Strengthen local identity and 
express a vision for the town



What type of information do we consider?

Land use 
patterns

Zoning and 
laws

Town priority 
areas

Ownership 
and rights

Facilities and 
assets

Water 
resources Conservation Habitat areas Agriculture Transportation

Emergency 
statistics and 

services

Environmental 
Hazards Land values Development 

history 

Demographic 
and economic 

trends 



And your input!

The community’s character input and goals are the most important 
part and make the plan unique and effective. 

• Public Workshops 
• Table Events 
• Website and Social Media 
• Public Comment Submissions 
• Existing town documents 
• Master Plan Committee



Public Participation Timeline

Discovery Workshop

Today

Workshop Topics: Land Use, Econ, 
Housing and Transportation

Winter

Workshop Topics: Open Space, 
Natural and Cultural Resources

Spring

Final Draft Master Plan Open 
House

May

Plus, tabling events and public survey! 



















According to 
MassAudubon’s
Losing Ground 2020 
report, Rochester 
ranked 9th highest 
(town or city) in the 
state for new 
development 
which included 245
acres from 2012 to 
2017. In the same 
time period, 460
acres of land were 
newly conserved. 





More wetlands that 
you expected? Many 
wetlands may not see 
wet year-round to the 
naked eye, but are a 
valuable natural 
resource and can 
significantly influence 
development patters.



























Jamboard

Click this icon to 
add your note

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1pzhlbfQiPc7Hk_6g6ZIfSvasI-F2L2GyZf474dtzcxg/edit?usp=sharing


Thank you!

Stay involved on the website!
Ask questions or provide comments! 

SRPEDD Team
enviro@srpedd.org

Nancy Durfee, Town Planner 
ndurfee@townofrochesterma.com
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