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Today's Agenda

e Welcome to the Master Plan
Process!

e Statement from Nancy Durfee,
Town Planner

* Presentation — What is a Master
Plan?

* Transition to the data dive open
house portion of the evening

* Closing




What is a Master Plan?

In accordance with Massachusetts General Law:

Such plan shall be a statement, through text, maps, illustrations or
other forms of communication, that is designhed to provide a basis for
decision making regarding the long-term physical development of the
municipality. The comprehensive plan shall be internally consistent in
its policies, forecasts and standards ... [M.G.L. c. 41, s. 81D]

Long-term typically interpreted as a 5 to 10 year “life” or “planning
horizon”

The Master Plan is approved by the select board.



What is SRPEDD's role here?

* Listen to the community
e Understand the community's goals and priorities for Rochester
e Gather, analyze, and present information

* Help make a plan that responds to your goals @
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Required Chapters

M.G.L. c. 41, s. 81D directs Planning Boards to prepare a Master Plan with the following chapters:
1. Statement of Goals and Policies

2. Land Use
3. Housing
4. Economic Development Transportation is the process of
5. Natural and Cultural Resources carrying goods and people; Circulation
6. Open Space and Recreation is the roadway and other networks
: —_ that underly transportation
7. Services and Facilities Y P
8. Transportation and Circulation
9. Implementation Strategies
Housing Economic Open Space & Transportation & | and Use Natural & Services &

Development Recreation Circulation Cultural Resources Facilities
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Why create a master plan?

Promote orderly and
predictable development

Set priorities for developing
and maintaining
infrastructure and public
facilities

&

o

Provide clarity to property
owners, developers, and
permitting authorities

Protect environmental
resources

)

Promote open, transparent
decision-making that aligns
with community goals

Strengthen local identity and
express a vision for the town



What type of information do we consider?

Zoning and Town priority
laws areas




And your input!

The community’s character input and goals are the most important
part and make the plan unique and effective.

* Public Workshops

* Table Events

 Website and Social Media

* Public Comment Submissions
* Existing town documents
 Master Plan Committee



Public Participation Timeline

Today Spring

Discovery Workshop Workshop Topics: Open Space,
Natural and Cultural Resources

Workshop Topics: Land Use, Econ, Final Draft Master Plan Open
Housing and Transportation House
Winter May

Plus, tabling events and public survey!



Open House Layout

Presentation

Rochester Today
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Previous Planning

Over time, Rochester has created many plans like those listed below and has also
Implemented many action items. The town is also in the process of approving the update

to their Open Space and Recreation Plan, Hazard Mitigation plan and Priority Protection/
Development Areas (PPA/PDA)

Open Space &

o«
i MasterPlan =% Recreation Plan »
2009, 1999
2016 N
Helped guide planning fortown  Inventories town open spaces Identifies how Rochester can be
center and population growth and needed improvements. prepared and increase its

resilience.



Data

How has Rochester changed since the last Master
Plan in 2009?



Fast Facts

5,717 people live In Rochester.
Compared to 5,232 in 2010.

Age Distribution

3,666 households live in Rochester @ | School Age (Under 20)

38% of households include a
person age 65+.

34% of households include a
child under 18.

The average household size is
2.9 people.

$110,736 is the median

household income.
Compared to $89,645 across the state.

Source: Decennial Census (2020, 2010). American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Data (2016-2021)

Working Age (20 - 59)
[l Retirement Age (60+)

School Age (Under 20)
Working Age (20 - 59)
[l Retirement Age (60+)

Rochester is aging, but not by
too much.



School Enrollment
has decreased
slightly over time.

School Enrollment

Enrollment Total
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Land Use

s the land being designated for housing,
shops, parks, or something else? How might
land use change or stay the same?
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Zoning Map of Rochester
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Frestown

Historic District

Middieborough

Mattapoisett

Warehu

Mari

Different districts allow different
land uses. Zoning also regulates
density and dimensions of hew
buildings.
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Base Districts

Residential/Agriculture ) Mattapoisett River

Valley Watershed
@ General Commercial ) Groundwater Protection

Overaly Districts

@ industrial District
. . Rochester Historic
. Limited Commercial District




On paper, Rochester's land use
patterns look quite different now
than they did even 20 years ago,
particularly in regards to land use for
housing.

e T

According to
MassAudubon’s
Losing Ground 2020
report, Rochester
ranked ¢ highest
(fown or city) in the
state for new
development
which included 245
acres from 2012 to
2017. In the same Designation
time period, 460 () Residential @ \stitutionsl/Tax Exempt
acres of land were @ Reciaq and Res/0S (@) Agricurura

. Commercial - Open Space snd Ase
N eW|y CcO ﬂserved . @ offica @ sty and Transportsation
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Land Cover

How has the actual, on the ground usage of
land changed? What's diminishing and what is
Increasing?




In contrast to Land Use designations
that assign one category to a full
parcel, Land Cover shows what
actually exists and what you

can interact with, as well as what
limitations they may impose.

More wetlands that
you expected? Many
wetlands may not see
wet year-round to the
naked eye, but are a
valuable natural
resource and can
significantly influence
development patters.

Lakevile

Freetown

Legend Acushnet
Land Cover

| Open Space and Rec
@ commerca @ VVetiand/Forested
@ 'ndustrial Wetland
. Agriculiure - Forest
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Housing

What kind of home do you live In?
Is there a type of housing that's missing in Rochester?
How do we address rising demand and maintain town character?

o
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Less than 1% of homes in
Rochester are “affordable”.

The town only has 8 affordable units to date.
The state requires 10% of homes per town be
affordable to middle and lower income people.
What does that mean for the town and future
development?

Housing Cost-burden

Owner 79.4% 10.6%

Jj \Vot.Cost Burdened Cost Burdened JJJj Severely Cost Burdaned 304
(= 30% of Income) (30-50% of Income) (50%+ of Income)
Lege )

Types of Housing :

[ Single-Family @ Condos, Multiple Houses on Parcel y

@ Residential-Agricutture (T7) Other Types -

(| Two-Family () Developable Residential Land 74

Three-Fami
. Y f 0 D25 05 1
| mm mm K
Mattapoisett f
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Economic Development

What kind of businesses should Rochester have?
Which industry best reflects the character of the town?

Do you work in Rochester? Does your job exist in Rochester?
How far do you commute?




Residential taxes make up TOp Employers

86% of all tax revenue for

the town. Number of
Company Name
. employees
The proportion of taxes from
commercial and industrial Old Colony Regl Vocational 100-249
properties has remained Rochester Memorial School 50-99
consistent between 13-15% Barnes Tree SVC 20-49
since 2010. Jonathan's Sprouts 20-49
Qutdoor World Cape Cod Resorts  20-49
Rochester Fire Dept 20-49
USPS 20-49
Employment by Industry 32.7% Increase T e 20-49
in the number of jobs Apc New England 10-19
Industry 2021 available in Rochester Capt Bonney's Cremery 10-19
Construction 110 since 2011 Creative Sensor Technology Inc 10-19
Manufacturing 45 Friends' Marketplace-Rochester 10-19
‘é‘ﬁ;‘fﬁf‘;‘zgmde o it's All About the Animals Inc 10-19
Information 13 Ma_tt's Bla_c kbgarq Rstrnt-Ctrng 10-19
ST A e 0 Rain Magic Irrigation 10-19
Real Estate & Rental & Leasing 3 Rochester Ma Police Dept 10-19
Professional & Technical Services 27 Rochester Town Hall Offices 10-19
Administrative & Waste Services 104 Secret Garden 10-19
Educational Services 193
Health Care & Social Assistance 121 ghea C{;nggti s 10-19
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 8 pew @ .nc R Al
Accommodation & Food Services 71 Annie Maxin House Inc -9
Other Services, Except Public Administration 0 Old Colony Cougars Pto Inc 5-9
Rochester Golf Club 5-9

Total, All Industries 741



Open Space and Recreation

Open space Includes parks, sports
fields, hiking trails, and nature
preserves.



raatown

Middlsboroughn

Legend .
Chapter 61 Level of Protection
(@ Chapter 61 Land @D ' rerpotuity
() chapter6iAland [ Limited .
() Chapter 618 Land Term Limited
\ 0 vore
What is Chapter 61? The number 61 refers

This provides tax incentives to help owners
keep land as forests or agricultural uses. It

to forested land and the
61A designation refers to
Agricultural and Horticultural

also gives the town right of first refusal to Land, while 61B refers to
buy the land if it goes on sale. Recreational Land.



Natural Resources

The Massachussetts BioMap initative highlights the areas in town

that are key natural spaces. Using varying colors, the map shows the
local Importance for each area and identifies core habitat and the
supporting Critical Natural Landscape.



This information informs the town where
they should prioritize conservation or
development based on how important a
parcel of land is. Many critical natural areas in
town are already protected.

Core habitats delineate
essential habitat that
cannot absorb significant
levels of activity without
substantial impact to
species of concern.

Critical Natural Landscapes
are better able to support
ecological processes and
disturbance regimes, and

a wide array of species and
habitats over long time frames.

Natural Resources BioMap

@ Wetlands

Vernal Pools are seasonal .
. . Core Habitat
wetlands that provide unique . Sl
habitats for numerous plants @ Critical Natural Landscape
and animals, and can actas a
food/water source for many ¥ Vernal Pool

others.




Transportation

How do you get around - walk, bike, or
drive? Maybe some or all of the above!




Do any of these crash locations need
improving? Are they unsafe?

What transportation modes do you
wish were more accessible?

Total Miles of 75.56
Roads

MassDOT 6.44
Town Accepted | 67.75
Unaccepted 1.37

Middleborough

o |
Lakeville | %% J7

Frestown

Wa

Crashes 2018-2022

. Mo Injury, Property Damage Only
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Visioning
Fill in the blank! Use the provided post-its and help us shape --."';::'_-
a vision for Rochester. See what others wrote too! Y

1. One of my favorite places in Rochester is

2. One of my favorite things to do in Rochester is

3. In the next 10 years, | want Rochester to




that you have two ha
yourself, the other for




Jamboard

‘ Rochester <

S (a4 ‘ Q - ‘ Set background Clear frame

Click this icon to
add your note
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https://jamboard.google.com/d/1pzhlbfQiPc7Hk_6g6ZIfSvasI-F2L2GyZf474dtzcxg/edit?usp=sharing

Thank you!

Stay involved on the website!
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COMMUNITY MASTER PLANS

Rochester Master
Plan

Welcome to the Rochester Master Plan! This web
page is your home base for all things related to
the Master Plan. Please explore all the
background information, data, maps, drawings,
and other content - and be sure to check back

Ask questions or provide comments!
SRPEDD Team

enviro@srpedd.org

Nancy Durfee, Town Planner

ndurfee@townofrochesterma.com
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