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SRPEDD Environmental Committee
Remote Meeting – August 6, 2025, 9:00 AM
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88391323949?pwd=9XR1IhKGsz0zCg0MqdvqGY2b4F9YkA.1 

ATTENDEES
Committee members: Jim Whitin (Chair), Janice Robbins, Sherry Quirk, Norm Hills
SRPEDD Staff: Jeff Walker, Danica Belknap, Michelle Tinger
Guests/Speakers: Connor Rockett (DOER)

MINUTES
1. Call to order 9:04 AM
2. Acceptance of minutes: June 4, 2025
a. The draft minutes from the June 4th, 2025 regular Environmental Committee meeting were presented to the Committee for review and acceptance. One amendment was requested to add the meeting adjournment time.
b. Motion made by Ms. Robbins to accept the June 4, 2025 meeting minutes with the amendment to the meeting adjournment time. Second Mr. Hills. Motion passed unanimously.
3. Next meeting date: October 1, 2025
a. Discussion addressed the next scheduled meeting time, October 1, 2025 at 9am, and it was acknowledged that several Committee members will be unable to make that time. SRPEDD will offer alternative meeting dates via email and confirm each Committee members availability to confirm a new meeting date that works for all (or most).
4. Chair’s Report: none.
5. Program & project updates
a. Energy Siting & Permitting Regulatory Straw Proposals – presentation from Connor Rockett (Clean Energy Siting & Permitting Regional Coordinator – Southeast, Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources)
i. Guest speaker Connor Rockett shared about the New Clean Energy Siting and Permitting Division at MA Department of Energy Resources (DOER), established by 2025 Climate Act to conduct outreach to municipalities and regional planning agencies and share proposed and draft clean energy siting regulations. Mr. Rockett is the office’s new Southeastern Regional Coordinator, engaging and providing technical assistance to the SRPEDD region. The goal of the new program is to help communities site renewable energy in a way that respects natural resources and the environmental character of communities, in response from concerns from across the state that guidance is needed to encourage energy projects that are less impactful on the environment.
ii. Mr. Rockett provided an overview on the proposed permitting processes for small scale (projects generating < 25MW of energy / <1MWh storage / <1 mi long new transmission line, which was noted encompasses the majority of new projects in MA) and large scale (generating > 25MW of energy / >1MWh storage / >1 mi long new transmission line) project types. Small scale projects will remain under local municipal jurisdiction and the draft regulations propose a 12 month review process within which decisions shall be issued. Large projects will be reviewed at the state level by the Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB) with a proposed 15 month review process. Reviews by all applicable boards/committees shall take place simultaneously and 1 consolidated permit (up to the discretion of the municipality as to which authority grants the permit) shall be issues within the allowed timeframe. DOER is preparing guidance for and will provide technical assistance to municipalities during the review process to aid in decision-making. 
iii. Mr. Rockett explained these regulations and the associated siting and permitting reforms are directed to be promulgated in accordance with 2024 Clean Energy Law, which directs DOER to streamline the clean energy project permitting process; protect public health, safety and the environment; establish standards for site suitability, permit conditions, environmental mitigation; and provide guidance for project review procedures and timelines.
iv. A new pre-filing process will require applicants submit a NOI with draft development proposal up to 60 days prior to application, with the aim to help to address any potential issues/disagreements before applications are submitted, to help reviews go quicker and to avoid potential appeals to decisions by addressing any disagreements early on. (Appeals can be made by developers to the Energy Facilities Siting Board.)
v. Discussion addressed the cumulative impacts experienced by communities where multiple large energy projects already exist that have had a negative impact on local character and contribute to forest loss. DOER is considering a “Safe Harbor” provision for communities that have already permitted projects and contributed their share to meeting the State’s clean energy goals, to relieve those types of local pressures by directing projects to other communities instead, though how these provisions would roll out are still to be determined. DOER is considering options to incentivize pre-developed sites over clearing forested and other habitat in order to limit environmental impacts.
vi. Mr. Rockett discussed the proposed timeline for the regulations: the final draft regulations are expected in September 2025; subsequent public hearings will be conducted in September and October; the final regulations are expected to be released by March 1 2026; and the new review process is expected to be implemented beginning in July 2026. It is anticipated that municipalities will need to adopt amendments to any local energy siting bylaws Town Meeting next Spring. Discussion was held around this timeline, with Committee Members noting the administrative and legal difficulties municipalities will face with updating their bylaws and getting them passed at Town Meeting in time to adopt the new regulations within the State’s anticipated bylaw.
6. Old Business: None.
7. New business:
a. State policy updates: 2024 Climate Act (energy siting), 2025 Mass Ready Act, Wastewater Financing Commission (S638 AND H1000). SRPEDD staff provided the following updates regarding several relevant state policy initiatives:
i. 2024 Climate Act (discussed above in Mr. Rockett’s presentation).
1. The 2024 Climate Act introduces regulatory reforms to accelerate clean energy deployment in Massachusetts while enhancing local engagement and environmental protections. A new Siting and Permitting Office within DOER, represented in the Southeast Region by Connor Rockett, will provide technical assistance to municipalities. The Act proposes a 12-month consolidated permitting timeline, with municipalities retaining authority over small projects (<25MW) and the Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB) reviewing larger ones. Applicants must submit site details and a stakeholder engagement plan 60 days before filing, and projects will be scored using an advisory rubric that considers climate resilience, biodiversity, carbon storage, and Environmental Justice impacts. While local zoning remains in effect, questions remain about municipal roles in large project reviews. A common application portal is in development, and a public comment period on the reforms will run from September 15 to October 17, 2025.
ii. 2025 MassReady Act
1. On June 24, Governor Healey filed the Mass Ready Act, a comprehensive environmental bond bill that authorizes over $3 billion in capital funding to support climate resilience, adaptation, environmental protection, and housing initiatives across Massachusetts. The Act provides cost-effective tools to reduce climate risks, safeguard natural resources, and build a more resilient and equitable future.
2. Core Objectives of the Mass Ready Act:
a. Strengthen infrastructure for climate resilience and adaptation
b. Preserve and restore natural resources, open space, and biodiversity
c. Promote environmental equity and support disadvantaged communities
d. Improve coastal and inland flood control, dam safety, and water quality
e. Support sustainable agriculture, local food systems, and housing affordability
f. Modernize permitting processes to streamline environmental review
iii. S638
1. A special legislative commission consisting of 23 members is proposed to be established to address nitrogen pollution and wastewater infrastructure needs in Southeastern Massachusetts, with a focus on the Buzzards Bay watershed. The commission’s charge is to study and recommend specific, fair, and equitable revenue sources to fund critical wastewater infrastructure improvements that reduce nitrogen pollution across the region. Its responsibilities include conducting financial assessments, analyzing best practices in municipal finance, and evaluating the economic impacts of various funding options. The commission will develop actionable recommendations, draft legislation to support implementation, and hold at least two public hearings in the region to gather community input. To inform its work, the commission may also engage outside experts in water quality, wastewater infrastructure, nutrient pollution, and public finance.
iv. H1000
1. A special legislative commission consisting of 23 members has been proposed to be established to address nitrogen pollution and wastewater infrastructure needs in Southeastern Massachusetts, with a focus on the Buzzards Bay watershed. The commission’s charge is to study and recommend specific, fair, and equitable revenue sources to fund critical wastewater infrastructure improvements that reduce nitrogen pollution across the region. Its responsibilities include conducting financial assessments, analyzing best practices in municipal finance, and evaluating the economic impacts of various funding options. The commission will develop actionable recommendations, draft legislation to support implementation, and hold at least two public hearings in the region to gather community input. To inform its work, the commission may also engage outside experts in water quality, wastewater infrastructure, nutrient pollution, and public finance.
v. Discussion was held about how utilities are regulated in Massachusetts and whether water utilities are under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Utilities (DPU). Some communities without public water are faced with high water rates charged by their neighboring communities’ utilities, which can be a disincentive for residents to hook up to public water lines, leading to slower adoption and expansion of public water infrastructure. 
8. Roundtable: opportunity to share local updates, concerns and regional topics of interest
a. Members acknowledged the significant changes coming from DOER on clean energy siting regulatory updates, and that Towns will likely need a lot of help adopting the new regulations. SRPEDD was proposed as a potential source of technical assistance for communities in adopting the new regulations and updating their bylaws.
9. Motion made by Norm Hills to adjourn the meeting at 10:35am. Second Janice Robbins. Motion passed unanimously.
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